
 

 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AT MEETING OF THE  

MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT  OF  NEWCASTLE  WEST  HELD  IN  

ÁRAS  WILLIAM  SMITH  OBRIEN,  NEWCASTLE  WEST,   

CO.  LIMERICK, ON WEDNESDAY, 8TH JANUARY, 2020, AT 

10AM. 

 

PRESENT  IN  THE  CHAIR:  Councillor J. Scanlan, Cathaoirleach. 
 

MEMBERS  PRESENT:  

 

Councillors Collins, Foley, Galvin, Ruddle and Sheahan. 
 

OFFICIALS  IN  ATTENDANCE:  

 

Director, Community Development Directorate (Mr. G. Daly), Senior Executive Engineer, West 
Division (Mr. G. O’Connor), Meetings Administrator, Newcastle West (Ms. M. Corbett), 
Executive Engineer, Roads (Mr. P. Vallely), Executive Engineer, Housing (Mr. J. Rigney), Clerical 
Officer, Newcastle West (Ms. A. Lenihan).  
 
At the outset of the Meeting, the Cathaoirleach welcomed everyone to the first Newcastle 
West Municipal District Meeting for 2020 and wished all a Happy New Year. 
 

1. Adoption of Minutes 

 

(a) Circulated, copy of draft Minutes of Meeting of Municipal District of Newcastle West  
held on 11th December, 2019. 

 

Proposed by: Councillor Foley 
Seconded by:  Councillor Galvin 
And Resolved: 

 

“That, the draft Minutes, as circulated, be taken as read and adopted and signed”. 
 

2. Housing Development Directorate 

 

To note progress report from the Housing Development 

Directorate 

 

Circulated, Housing Progress Report of the Director of Service, Housing Development, dated 
23rd December, 2019. 
 
Members referred to the number of people on the housing waiting list and the need to 
provide social housing in smaller villages along with the need to provide serviced sites in 
smaller towns and villages for private development. The necessity of having a mix of social 
and private housing in areas was also highlighted. The difficulty in obtaining planning 
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permission for one off rural housing was also raised and the new proposals on rural housing 
in the National Development Plan -  Project Ireland 2040. A brief discussion followed and the 
Director stated that a workshop is to take place shortly with the Housing and Planning 
Directorates to discuss these matters. 
 

 3. General Municipal Allocation (GMA) 

 

On the proposal of Councillor Ruddle, seconded by Councillor Scanlan, it was agreed to 
allocate €2,000 for footpath upgrade works at Feenagh.                     
 
On the proposal of Councillor Sheahan, seconded by Councillor Scanlan, it was agreed to 
allocate €1,000 to Glin Men’s Shed. 
 
On the proposal of Councillor Scanlan, seconded by Councillor Sheahan, it was agreed to 
allocate €1,000 for drainage works at Knockaderry. 
 
On the proposal of Councillor Collins, seconded by Councillor Ruddle, it was agreed to allocate 
€1,000 to Deel Animal Welfare Group. 
 
Discussion took place on the proposal to allocate GMA funding to progress works on the Great 
Southern Greenway. The Members queried if there was a response from the Members of the 
Adare/Rathkeale Municipal District regarding the allocation of some of their GMA funding 
towards the Greenway project also. In response, the Director said that the Members of the 
Adare/Rathkeale Municipal District are not allocating their GMA funding towards the project 
at this time and the matter was decided upon at their December Meeting.  
 
The Director stated that the project was progressing and funding had been made available e 
under the Rural Regeneration Development Fund but the Council needed to provide match 
funding either through GMA or Development Fund. However, he did note that the decision 
of the Members of the Adare/Rathkeale District was to be respected.  
 
The Members expressed their disappointment and it was agreed that the Cathaoirleach 
would discuss the matter with the Cathaoirleach of the Adare/Rathkeale District. They also 
acknowledged the importance of finalising the Greenway project for both local users and 
potential tourists and the benefits this would bring to both Districts.  They also requested that 
the Director discuss the matter with the Director for the Adare/Rathkeale District.  
 
 

ADJOURNED  QUESTIONS 

 

4. Question submitted by Councillor T. Ruddle 

 

I will ask at the next Meeting how many people are on the housing  waiting list for the 
Newcastle West Municipal District broken down as follows: (a) Newcastle West town,  (b) 
Kilmeedy, (c) Dromcollogher, (d) Broadford, (e) Feenagh,(f)  Castletown-Ballyagran, (g) 
Castlemahon, (h) Knockaderry, (i) Feohanagh, (j) Glin, (k) Abbeyfeale,(l) Mountcollins, 
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(m)Tournafulla,(n) Templeglantine, (o) Ardagh-Carrigkerry (p) Raheenagh (q) Ashford (r) 
Monagea (s) Athea. 
 

REPLY: The housing waiting list figures for the Newcastle West Municipal District as 

requested are below.  These figures could include duplicate applicants due to 
applicants having more than one area of choice in the Newcastle West 
Municipal District. 

 
  

Newcastle West Town 374 

Kilmeedy 12 

Dromcollogher 38 

Broadford 32 

Feenagh 11 

Castletown 4 

Ballyagran 9 

Castlemahon 39 

Knockaderry 2 

Feohanagh 4 

Glin 40 

Abbeyfeale 138 

Mountcollins 13 

Tournafulla 19 

Templeglantine 58 

Ardagh 65 

Carrickerry 11 

Raheenagh Not an Area of Choice option 

Ashford 1 

Monagea 1 

Athea 35 

 

5. Question submitted by Councillor T. Ruddle 

 
I will ask at the next Meeting if there has been any discussion with people on the housing 
waiting list for Newcastle West town to ascertain if they would consider another location 
where there is housing with adequate services i.e water and sewerage where new houses 
could be built or where existing houses could be upgraded. 
 

REPLY: Housing applicants have the option of selecting a maximum of three areas of 

choice.  Therefore applicants who express a preference for Newcastle West 
can also select two other locations. 

 
The selection options available to applicants are noted on the Housing 
Application Form.  Applicants approved for housing for longer than one year 
have the option to request a change to their areas of choice. 
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QUESTIONS 

 

6. Question submitted by Councillor J. Scanlan 
 

I will ask at the next Meeting when works to the footpath and drainage grids at Feohanagh 
village will take place. 
 

REPLY: The above mentioned works will be completed by the end of January 2020. 

 

ADOURNED  NOTICE  OF  MOTION 

 

7. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor T. Ruddle  

 

I will move at the next Meeting that road overlays be carried out on the roads in Newcastle 
West town in particular at Upper Maiden Street and Churchtown and that these roads 
should be placed on the Roads Programme 2020. 
 
In proposing the Motion, Councillor Ruddle referred to the condition of the roads in 
Newcastle West town and the need for resurfacing works. 
 
The Motion was seconded by Councillor Scanlan. 
 

REPLY: The road at Churchtown, Newcastle West is included for overlay works in the 

Multi Annual Roads Programme 2019 – 2021. 

Repair works will be carried out on Upper Maiden Street within the next two 
months. 

 
Other roads within Newcastle West town also form part of the above Roads 
programme. 

 

    NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

 

8. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor J. Sheahan    

 

I will move at the next Meeting that the derelict property Dr. McGrath’s old surgery be 
considered by the Local Authority as a site for the much needed playground in Athea village. 
 
In proposing the Motion, Councillor Sheahan stated that the property was in a central location 
within Athea and also said that the town was in need of a playground.   
 

The Motion was seconded by Councillor Galvin. 
 
In replying, the Director of Services acknowledged the demand for playgrounds and stated 
that this property was being dealt with under the Derelict Sites Act legislation. He also noted 
the curtilage of the property was under separate ownership and that normally the Council 
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would provide a site for a playground from existing Council land rather than purchasing a site 
for a community group. He also referred to the preparation of the Council’s Sports and 
Recreation Facilities Strategy. 

 

REPLY:  Limerick City and County Council has commenced work on a Sports and 

Recreation Facilities Strategy.  The brief for the consultants includes examining 
existing playgrounds and the need for potential new playgrounds.  This notice 
of motion will be considered as part of this Strategy. 

 

9. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor J. Sheahan 

 

I will move at the next Meeting that Limerick City and County Council begin a design  
statement for the village of Athea including public realm and traffic calming at the  
entrances and exits in the village. 
 
In proposing the Motion, Councillor Sheahan referred to the speed of vehicles travelling 
through Athea.  He requested that traffic calming measures be put in place as soon as possible 
to alleviate these issues.  He also noted that that the Athea Community Council, Athea Tidy 
Towns and the Playground Association should be contacted with regard to developing a  
public realm plan.  
 

The Motion was seconded by Councillor Galvin. 
 

REPLY:  A meeting with Athea Development Association will be arranged before the 

end of February 2020 to assist the Council to better understand the constraints 
and opportunities within the village.  Following on from this a decision will be 
made as to the best approach to help deliver the public realm/traffic calming 
requirements for the village.  

 
 
The following items were also raised. 
 
An update on the current status of the remaining twelve houses at the Cois Na Feile estate, 
Abbeyfeale was requested.   In replying, the Director stated that houses which are available 
for purchase are in the process of being purchased by the Local Authority. The owners of the 
reminder of the  houses have been contacted and the properties are being dealt with under 
the Derelict Sites legislation. 
 
An update was sought on whether Transport Infrastructure Ireland had responded on the 
proposed new junction design for the entrance to the Cryle View estate Abbeyfeale. 
 
The current parking layout at Collins Park, Abbeyfeale was referred to and it was stated that 
it maybe difficult for emergency vehicles to gain access to parts of the estate due to parking 
congestion.  The Executive Engineer agreed to make contact with the Gardai on this matter. 
 
An update on the provision of grave spaces for sale subject to availability in active cemeteries 
within the Newcastle West Muncipal District was requested.  A brief discussion followed and 
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the Director stated that Limerick City and County Council are currently in the process of 
developing a new burial ground strategy and the request to sell grave spaces in advance can 
be addressed as part of this strategy.  He also stated that this strategy will be presented to 
Members at a workshop in the coming months. At the present time, grave spaces can only be 
purchased in time of need within the Newcastle West District.  
 
The provision of footpaths to improve connectivity in the Daar Bridge area was referred to.  
The Senior Executive Engineer stated that a meeting had taken place with the landowner and 
that a further meeting is to take place shortly.  
 
An update was sought on when road hatching will be undertaken along the R522 from the 
Woodfield estates, Newcastle West towards the Bridge of Tears roundabout.  In replying, the 
Executive Engineer stated that the necessary road markings and road hatching are to be 
completed this week as the road has now been resurfaced. 
 
Discussion also took place on the holding of the March meeting of the District in Athea. 
 
The Senior Executive Engineer gave an update on declaring Nash’s Lane, Newcastle West and 
Brewery Lane, Newcastle West public roads. He stated that agreement had been received 
from the current landowners and the process of declaring these roads public roads is 
commencing with the placing of advertisements in local newspapers and seeking submissions 
on the proposals. In line with the relevant legislation, the proposal along with maps will be on 
public display for a period of four weeks to commence mid January. Following the completion 
of the process, a report will be presented to the Municipal District Members.  
 
It was agreed to hold the February Meeting of the District on Wednesday, 5th February,                 
2020, at 10.00 a.m., at Áras William Smith OBrien.  
 
It was also agreed to hold a Meeting of the Joint Policing Committee (JPC) Sub Committee on 
Wednesday, 5th February, 2020, at 11.45 a.m., at Áras William Smith OBrien.  
 

This concluded the Meeting. 
 
 
Signed:  ________________________________  

    Cathaoirleach 
 
Dated:  _______________________________ 


