
 

 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AT MEETING OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF ADARE-
RATHKEALE HELD IN ÁRAS SEÁN FINN, NEW LINE ROAD, RATHKEALE, CO. LIMERICK ON 
TUESDAY, 10TH DECEMBER, 2019 AT 9.00 A.M. 
 
PRESENT IN THE CHAIR:  Councillor K. Sheahan, An Cathaoirleach. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Councillors Collins, Keary, O’Brien, O’Donoghue and Teskey. 
 
OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Director, National and Regional Shared Services (Ms. C. Curley), Meetings Administrator 
(Ms. K. Butler), Senior Executive Engineer, Service Operations West Division (Mr. A. 
Finn), A/Senior Executive Planner, Strategic & Forward Planning (Ms. K. Burke), 
A/Executive Planner, Strategic & Forward Planning (Ms. N. O’Connell), Senior Executive 
Engineer, Operations & Maintenance Services (Mr. T. McKechnie), A/Administrative 
Officer, Urban & Rural Community Development (Ms. A. Crowe), Administrative Officer, 
Property Services (Ms. T. Knox), Clerical Officer (Ms. L. Harnett).  
 
1. Adoption of Minutes 
 
Circulated, copy of draft Minutes of Meeting of the Municipal District of Adare-Rathkeale 
held on 12th November, 2019. 

 
Proposed by Councillor Keary; 
Seconded by Councillor Teksey; 
And Resolved:  
 
“That the draft Minutes, as circulated, be taken as read, adopted and signed”. 
 
The following issue were discussed following the adoption of the Minutes, with the 
consent of the Cathaoirleach. 
 
Councillor Teskey expressed concern over Limerick City and County Council’s plans to 
spend €500,000 on re-roofing the Rathkeale Library roof as outlined in the Council’s 
Budget 2020.  The Director, National and Regional Shared Services explained to Members 
the roof of the Library would require work in the future, however, the figure referred to 
in the Budget 2020 was a notional figure and no works had been agreed at this time.  
Following discussion Members requested the relevant person from Headquarters attend 
the January Meeting to discuss the issue and also requested a report on the costing of 
repairs before works are carried out.   
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Councillor Collins proposed the District write to the Adare Community Trust to 
congratulate them on Adare winning the Bank of Ireland National Enterprise Town Award 
2019.  This was seconded by Councillor Sheahan. 
 
It was agreed Item 8 on the Agenda would be taken next. 
 
8. General Municipal Allocation (GMA) 
 
Councillor Sheahan informed the Executive, following a suggestion made at a recent joint 

workshop with Newcastle West District Members on the Great Southern Greenway, the 

Members were asked to consider allocating, the additional  GMA money allocated to the 

District for 2020 over the period of the term of the Council (€45,000 X 5 years), to 

resurfacing of the Greenway. It was indicated that the Members of Newcastle West 

District would also be considering this proposal. The Executive would then endeavour to 

source funding for the balance of €2M required to complete the resurfacing.  Members 

agreed to suspend Standing Orders and withdraw from the Meeting to discuss the matter 

further during which time they would vote on this request.  At this point all six Members 

withdrew from the Meeting.   

 
On resumption of the Meeting, Councillor Sheahan advised all Members were 100% 
supportive of the Greenway.  The Director, National and Regional Shared Services then 
proceeded to count the votes, which resulted with 1 Member in favour of the proposal 
and 5 Members against the proposal.  The Director then declared that Members were 
not in favour of providing GMA funding for the surfacing of the Greenway at this time. 
 
It was agreed Item 3 on the Agenda would be taken next. 
 
3. Economic Development Directorate 
 
 Proposed Croom Local Area Plan 2020 – 2026 
 
Circulated, report of the A/Director of Services, Economic Development Directorate 
dated 8th November, 2019 setting out the Chief Executive’s Report on the proposed 
Croom Local Area Plan 2020 – 2026 and to decide whether to make the plan or not or to 
amend the proposed Local Area Plan in accordance with Section 20 (3) of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000 (Amended). 
 
The A/Senior Executive Planner, Strategic & Forward Planning informed Members a 
resolution was required to make the proposed plan, including the recommendations set 
out in the Chief Executive’s Report.  She also informed Members that the material 
alterations to the proposed Croom Local Area Plan would be going on display from the 
4th January, 2020 to the 3rd February, 2020 and she would attend the March Monthly 
Meeting to consider the second Chief Executives Report with a view to making the Local 
Area Plan.  Councillor Keary advised he wished to abstain from the proposal as he 
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expressed concern with the amount of variants in relation to flood risk assessments 
carried out and requested more clarity on the flood study which was carried out.  The 
A/Senior Executive Planner, Strategic & Forward Planning advised that the Chief 
Executive’s Report circulated on the 8th November  2019, contains all the information in 
relation to the flood risk assessments carried out. 
Proposed by Councillor O’Donoghue; 
Seconded by Councillor Teskey; 
And Resolved: 
 
“That, the Proposed Croom Local Area Plan 2020 – 2026, as circulated, be made in 
accordance with Section 20 (3) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (Amended), 
with the amendments proposed in the Chief Executive’s Report.” 
 
2. Deputation 
 
The Cathaoirleach welcomed representatives from the Loughill N69 Health and Safety 
Committee to the Meeting.  The Deputation consisted of Mr. Pat Noonan, Chairperson, 
Mr. Hayden Costello, Committee Member, Mr. Michael Hunt, Committee Member, Mr. 
Ross Fitzsimons, Chairperson, Gerald Griffin National School Parents Association and Mr. 
Declan Hallett, Chairperson, Abha Bhan Parish Park Committee. 
 
Mr. Noonan addressed the Meeting and outlined concerns within the local community 
in relation to the decision to increase the speed limit in Loughill village.  Mr. Noonan also 
played video footage which highlighted safety concerns due to the behaviour of road 
users particularly around Mass times in the village.   
 
Following brief discussion, Members advised the Committee the speed limits could not 
be changed and it was agreed traffic calming measures would be considered along with 
a pedestrian crossing for the village.   The Deputation then withdrew from the Meeting. 
 
4.  Design and Delivery Services 
 
 Kildimo Village to the Beer Garden Public House 
 
Circulated, report of the Senior Executive Engineer, Design and Delivery dated 4th 
December, 2019 giving an update in relation to the footpath from Kildimo Village to the 
Beer Garden Public House. 
 
The report, as circulated, was noted by Members. 
 
5. Disposal of Land 
 
Circulated, report of the Head of Property Services, dated 28th November, 2019 setting 
out proposal to dispose of house at Main Street, Ballingarry, Co. Limerick. 
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The A/Administrative Officer, Urban & Rural Community Development informed 
Members the building to be disposed of is in very poor condition and has been derelict 
for a considerable period of time. Members queried if the house could be brought back 
into stock and used for social housing.  The Administrative Officer, Property Services 
advised Member the Housing Development Directorate had been consulted before the 
house was advertised and it was not feasible for the Council to refurbish the house.  She 
also advised Members the sale of the property includes a condition whereby the 
property will have to be taken out of dereliction within twelve months and a funds check 
will be required to meet this condition. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Sheahan; 
Seconded by Councillor O’Donoghue; 
And Resolved: 
 
“That the house at Main Street, Ballingarry, Co. Limerick be disposed of to Mr. Phelim 
O’Neil.” 
 
6. Housing Development Directorate 
 
 Housing Progress Report 
 
Circulated, report of the Director of Service, Housing Development Directorate, dated 
29th November, 2019 giving details of the number of casual vacancies/void houses and 
houses requiring major refurbishment within the Adare-Rathkeale Municipal District. 
 
The report was noted by Members. 
 
Councillor Sheahan proposed the Housing Development Directorate draw up a draft 
proposal for lands at Church Street, Askeaton to be used for affordable sites or 
affordable housing and present it at a future Meeting.  This was seconded by Councillor 
Keary.   
 
7. Operations and Maintenance Services 
 
 District Engineers Report 
 
Circulated, report of the Senior Executive Engineer, Service Operations West Division 
dated 10th December, 2019 outlining details of works, projects and future projects 
planned for the District. 
 
Following discussion, the following issues were raised by Members: 
 

 Councillor Sheahan enquired if there were any plans to extend the Library in 
Askeaton. 
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 Councillor Collins requested diversion signs to state works are being carried out 
in the village of Adare when the sewer works commence. 

 Councillor Keary expressed disappointment in relation to the condition of the 
hedgerows following tree cutting in the Rathkeale area. 

 Councillor Teskey queried why the local roads were not getting the same 
attention as the National roads for tree cutting. 

 Councillor Keary also requested if a schedule of GMA works which were funded 
could be provided. 

 
The Senior Executive Engineer, Service Operations West Division addressed Members 
issues:   
 

 A five year plan is being worked on at present for the town of Askeaton and will 
be presented to Members at a workshop to be convened in January, 2020.  This 
plan will include Askeaton Library. 

 The signage issue in Adare will be examined by the roads engineering staff. 

 The trees on the National roads were planted by the TII, therefore, the tree 
cutting is their responsibility. 

 In relation to cutting back trees on the local roads, this is the responsibility of the 
landowners and not the Council. 

 A schedule of GMA funded works will be provided in the next District Engineers 
Report. 

 
 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
 

9. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor A. Teskey and Councillor K. Sheahan 
 
We will move at the next Meeting that this District lobby the Transport Minister 
against the proposals that were recently proposed in relation to the new penalty 
points scheme. 
 
In proposing the Motion, Councillor Teskey felt the Transport Minister needs to amend 
fines as the new penalty points scheme is another direct hit on the people of rural 
Ireland.   
 
The motion was seconded by Councillor Sheahan. 
 
10. Correspondence 
 
Circulated, correspondence from Adare Community Trust dated 25th November, 2019 
requesting a private meeting with Members.  Councillor Sheahan agreed to Meeting 
members of the ACT at 12pm on Tuesday 14th January, 2020. 
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11. A.O.B. 
 
Councillor Sheahan proposed a Civic Reception be held for Jason Harty and Nell Fox for 
their recent boxing achievements.  This was seconded by Councillor Teskey. 
 
Councillor Sheahan raised the ongoing issue of sewerage flowing into the River Deel and 
the lack of a proper sewerage system in Askeaton and proposed the District write to Irish 
Water on the matter and also to copy the three local Dáil Deputies.  This item was 
seconded by Councillor Teskey. 
 
The Cathaoirleach wished all a happy and peaceful Christmas.  
 
 
This concluded the Meeting. 
 
 
 
Signed: _________________________ 
   Cathaoirleach 
 
 
 
Dated:  _________________________ 


