
 

 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AT MEETING OF THE  

MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT  OF  NEWCASTLE  WEST  HELD  IN  

ÁRAS  WILLIAM  SMITH  OBRIEN,  NEWCASTLE  WEST,   

CO.  LIMERICK, ON WEDNESDAY, 11
TH

 DECEMBER, 2019, AT 

10AM. 

 

PRESENT  IN  THE  CHAIR:  Councillor J. Scanlan, Cathaoirleach. 
 

MEMBERS  PRESENT:  

 

Councillors Collins, Foley, Galvin, and Sheahan. 
 

OFFICIALS  IN  ATTENDANCE:  

 

Director, Community Development Directorate (Mr. G. Daly), Senior Executive Engineer, West 
Division (Mr. G. O’Connor), Meetings Administrator, Newcastle West (Ms. M. Corbett), 
Executive Engineer, Roads (Mr. P. Vallely), Staff Officer, Property Services (Mr. J. Cregan), 
Clerical Officer, Newcastle West (Ms. A. Lenihan).  
 

APOLOGIES: 

 
Councillor Ruddle. 
Executive Engineer, Housing (Mr. J. Rigney). 
 

1. Adoption of Minutes 

 

(a) Circulated, copy of draft Minutes of Meeting of Municipal District of Newcastle West  
held on 6th November, 2019. 

 

Proposed by: Councillor Collins 
Seconded by:  Councillor Foley 
And Resolved: 

 

“That, the draft Minutes, as circulated, be taken as read and adopted and signed”. 
 
At the outset of the Meeting, Councillor Galvin referred to the recent application made by the Council 

for Social Housing in Mountcollins, which had been refused by the Department of Housing, 
Planning and Local Government.  He also requested an update on the meeting, which was to 
take place with Housing Development and Economic Development Directorates with regard 
to supporting development in smaller towns and villages within the District.  A discussion 
followed and the Members expressed concern on the lack of housing in rural towns and 
villages and the need to create serviced sites.  The proposals for one off rural housing in the 
Project Ireland 2040 National Development Plan were also discussed 
 
In replying, the Director, Community Development, stated that he had liaised with the 
Housing Development Directorate and an application had been re-submitted to the 
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Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government for the construction of social housing 
in Mountcollins. A decision on this application is awaited.  
 
It was also agreed that the Meetings Administrator would arrange a Meeting for the Members 
with Housing Development and Economic Development Directorates in January. 
 
The Members also referred to the upgrade of Tournafulla Waste Water Treatment Plant and 
the response which had been received from Irish Water was noted.  However, it was agreed 
that the Meetings Administrator would correspond again with Irish Water on this matter. 
 

2. Disposal of Land 

 

(a) Circulated, report of Senior Staff Officer, Housing Support Services, dated 19th  
November, 2019, concerning proposal to dispose of Freehold Interest in property at 
94 Assumpta Park, Newcastle West, Co. Limerick. 

 
The Members noted the proposal to dispose of Freehold Interest in property at 94 Assumpta 
Park, Newcastle West, Co. Limerick. 
 
(b) Circulated, report of Head of Property Services, dated 28th November, 2019,  

concerning proposal to dispose of property at No. 2 Colbert Terrace, Abbeyfeale, Co. 
Limerick. 
 

(c)  Circulated, report of Head of Property Services, dated 28th November, 2019, 
concerning proposal to dispose of property at No. 11 Colbert Terrace, Abbeyfeale, Co. 
Limerick. 

 

The Members discussed the market value of the houses at Colbert Terrace, dereliction and 
whether the properties were required by the Housing Directorate. It was noted that any 
property that is acquired by the Council under the Derelict Sites legislation is referred to the 
Housing Directorate for consideration for social housing. Following further discussion, the 
Members noted the proposal for the disposal of properties at No. 2 Colbert Terrace, 
Abbeyfeale and No. 11 Colbert Terrace, Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick. 
 

3. Housing Development Directorate 

 

To note progress report from the Housing Development 

Directorate 

 
Circulated, Housing Progress Report of the Director of Service, Housing Development, dated 
29th November, 2019. 
 
Members referred to the properties listed in the Housing Report for which funding was 
sanctioned by the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government and it was noted 
that a number of these houses had now been refurbished and let. An update was also 
requested on refurbishment works for No. 69 Castleview Estate, Newcastle West. 
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4. General Municipal Allocation (GMA) 

 

On the proposal of Councillor Scanlan, seconded by Councillor Galvin, it was agreed to allocate 
€1,000 for public lighting at Castletown.                     
 
On the proposal of Councillor Collins, seconded by Councillor Galvin, it was agreed to allocate 
€5,000 to Killeedy GAA for a walkway.    
 
The Director referred to a proposal to allocate GMA funding towards the upgrade of the Great 
Southern Greenway. He noted that the surface of the Greenway was to be upgraded and 
stated that funding for some of the work had been granted under the Rural Regeneration and 
Development Fund (RRDF) but there was a shortfall.  The Members supported the 
development of the Greenway and acknowledged the importance of finalising the Greenway 
project for both local users and potential tourists.   
 
The Director also noted that the proposal to allocate GMA funding to the project was 
discussed with the Members of the Adare/Rathkeale Municipal District. The Members did 
note that the support of the Adare/Rathkeale Municipal District towards allocating funding 
to the project was also required.  
 

QUESTIONS 

 

It was proposed by the Cathaoirleach, that in the absence of Councillor Ruddle, Questions No.  
11 and 12 and the Notice of Motion at Item No. 18 on the Agenda would be deferred to the  
January Meeting of the Municipal District of Newcastle West. 

 

5. Question submitted by Councillor L Galvin 
 

I will ask at the next Meeting when works will begin on (a) the entrance to Cryleview estate, 
Abbeyfeale (b) new parking layout for Collins Park, Abbeyfeale. 
 

REPLY: (a)   Limerick City and County Council are currently liaising with TII on the  
final junction design for the Cryle View estate with the N21.  They have 
requested some design changes and these will be made in the coming 
weeks.  It is expected that subject to TII approval that improvement 
works at the Cryle View Estate will be carried out in 2020. 

 
 (b)    The Council have no plans to provide additional parking at Collins Park,  

Abbeyfeale.  While two alternative parking layouts proposals have 
been prepared at Member’s requests, no funding source has been 
identified. 

 
It should be noted that illegal parking at the estate is a Garda 
enforcement issue.  Additionally there is evidence of inappropriate 
vehicles parking in this residential area. 
 



 

4 

 

Councillor Galvin referred to the current parking layout at Collins Park, Abbeyfeale and stated 
that it is difficult for emergency vehicles to gain access to parts of the estate due to parking 
congestion. 

 

6.  Question submitted by Councillor L Galvin 

 
I will ask at the next Meeting for a detailed update on Colbert Street, Abbeyfeale to include 

(a) an update on the road layout plans for the street (b) an update on the proposed new 

houses to include detailed design plans and when can it be  expected that development will 

commence (c) an update on the derelict houses on the street. 

 

REPLY:   (a)   The design of the Abbeyfeale Traffic Management Plan is progressing  

and a final design layout will be brought to a Working Group meeting 
in January 2020. 

 
(b) The redesign of the proposed new build housing scheme is in progress.  

It is intended to issue drawings for Tender in May 2020, with an 
anticipated site start in July 2020. 

 
 (c)  Status of Derelict Properties on Colbert Terrace, Abbeyfeale 

No. 2 – Compulsorily acquired by LCCC, currently sale agreed to a 
private buyer. 
No. 3 – In the Derelict Sites Register.  Works have commenced on 
redevelopment. 
No. 4 – In the Derelict Sites Register.  Works have commenced on 
redevelopment. 
No. 6 – A purchase under the Buy and Renew Scheme is under 
consideration.  The property was valued in recent weeks. 
No. 7 – Compulsory Acquisition under Derelict Sites Act has been 
issued. 
No. 11 – Compulsorily acquired by LCCC, currently sale agreed to a 
private buyer. 
 

Councillor Galvin stated that detailed drawings for the new housing development at Colbert  
Terrace, Abbeyfeale were required.  
 

7. Question submitted by Councillor L. Galvin 

 

I will ask at the next Meeting for an update on the remaining 12 houses at the Cois na Feile 

estate, Abbeyfeale to include (i) who owns the houses (ii) are there plans for their 

development (c) has planning enforcement become involved. 

 

REPLY: (i) There are multiple owners of the 12 units, including institutional   

owners. 
 (ii) Limerick City and County Council have agreed to purchase units 11 and  
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12 Cois Na Feile.  A Section 8(2) Notice under the Derelict Sites Act has 
been issued on the remaining units with a view to placing the sites on 
the Derelict Sites Register in January 2020.  Once on the register the 
sites will be assessed for Compulsory Acquisition under the Derelict 
Sites Act. 

 (iii) Planning enforcement are not involved at present. 

 

A brief discussion followed and the Director confirmed that Limerick City and County Council  
have agreed to purchase two units at the estate and the remaining properties will be dealt  
with under the Derelict Sites legislation.  

 

8. Question submitted by Councillor J. Scanlan 

 

I will ask at the next Meeting when hatching will be put in place along the R522 fronting the 
various estates from Woodfield towards the Bridge of Tears roundabout. 
 

REPLY: All preliminary work including consultation with the Gardai has taken place 

with regard to the installation of yellow road hatching on the roadway outside 
the entrances to the above mentioned estates along the R522. 

 
 A road overlay is scheduled to commence within the next few weeks and the 

installation of yellow hatching will form part of the overlay works. 

 

9. Question submitted by Councillor J. Scanlan           

 

I will ask at the next Meeting when footpath works will be undertaken from McElligotts at 
Castletown village towards the speed limit at Graigue. 
       

REPLY:  The above mentioned footpath works can be considered under the GMA Local  

Roads Allocation 2020. 
 

  

10. Question submitted by Councillor J. Scanlan 

 

I will ask at the next Meeting when the footpath will be extended from Flynn’s garage at 
Churchtown, Newcastle West towards the railway bridge and onto the speed limit. 
 

REPLY: It is an objective of the Public Realm and Movement Plan for the town of 

Newcastle West to improve access for pedestrians and cyclists.  The provision 
of footpaths in this area will require land acquisition and consultation will be 
required with local landowners. 

 

Councillor Scanlan stated that footpath needed to be extended from Flynn’s garage at 
Churchtown, Newcastle West towards the railway bridge where connectivity is inadequate. 
In replying, the Senior Executive Engineer confirmed that the provision of footpaths in this 
area will require land acquisition and consultation will take place with local landowners. 
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13. Question submitted by Councillor F. Foley 

 
I will ask at the next Meeting for an update on when the resurfacing works will begin on 
the stretch of road from Mountmahon to the Garda Station in Abbeyfeale. 
 

REPLY: The resurfacing of N21 from Mountmahon to Garda Station is included under 

Abbeyfeale Traffic Management Scheme.  This scheme is currently being 
designed and is expected to commence in 2020 and be completed in 2021. 

 
 

14. Question submitted by Councillor F. Foley 

 
I will ask at the next Meeting if the Gurrane Road (near Pallas Foods) Newcastle West is 
on the Roadworks Programme. 
 

REPLY: The roadway L52102 is included in the Multi-Annual Roadworks Programme 

2019-2021.  It is scheduled to be completed in 2020, subject to Department 
funding. 

 

15. Question submitted by Councillor F. Foley 

 
I will ask at the next Meeting for an inspection to be carried on the Grove Road, 
Abbeyfeale as there are issues with serious flooding coming from this road into the Belfry 
Estate. 
 

REPLY: A site investigation has been carried out and the inlets and gullies were cleaned 

in this area.  Also, additional works including drainage were carried out and 
this should resolve the issues with flooding. 

 
It was also queried if the bends could be removed from the Grove Road and if discussions 
could take place with local landowners in this regard. However it was noted that the bends 
on the roadway provide natural speed reduction measures for this road. 
 

    NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

 

16. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor J. Scanlan   

 

I will move at the next Meeting that grave spaces be provided for sale subject to availability 
in active cemeteries within the Newcastle West Municipal District. 
 
In proposing the Motion, Councillor Scanlan requested that grave spaces be provided for sale 
subject to availability in active cemeteries with the Newcastle West Municipal District.    
 

The Motion was seconded by Councillor Foley. 
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A brief discussion followed and the Director stated that Limerick City and County Council are 
currently in the process of developing a new burial ground strategy and the request to sell 
grave spaces in advance can be addressed as part of this strategy.   
 

REPLY:  Limerick City & County Council are currently in the process of developing a new 

burial ground strategy.  The burial ground strategy will address remaining 
capacity in each of the active cemeteries.  The request to sell grave spaces can 
only be addressed at this stage.  The Council will consult with the Members in 
relation to the findings in the strategy and the issue of selling graves in 
advance. 

 
 Currently grave spaces are available for sale “at time of need only” in all active 

cemeteries, subject to availability. 
  

17. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor J. Scanlan 

 

I will move at the next Meeting that the current qualification parameters for the Local  
Improvement Scheme be reviewed. 
 
In proposing the Motion, Councillor Scanlan referred to the installation of gates at the 
entrance to private passages where security needs to be considered which may result in an 
applicant not qualifying under the scheme. He stated that these applicants did qualify 
previously.  
 

The Motion was seconded by Councillor Collins. 
 

REPLY:  It is a requirement under the Local Improvement Scheme that in order to 

qualify under the scheme that the roadway “Shall in the opinion of the road 
authority be used by the public”. 

 
 It is a matter for the Council to determine if a road meets the above 

requirement.  In a case where there is a gate at the entrance to a roadway the 
Council would normally request the applicant to submit additional details in 
relation to public access rights to the road.  Each application is decided by the 
Council on the basis of the information submitted by the applicant. 

 
 Criteria to be considered by the Council to determine if there is public access 

would include: 
 

 Use of roadway by other persons to access landholdings or areas of 
amenity. 

 Whether the gate is normally in an open or closed position. 

 Is the gate required to restrict access to the public roadway by livestock. 
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19.     Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor J. Sheahan 

 

I will move at the next Meeting that Limerick City and County Council do a detailed design 
of the junction in the village of Castletown to ensure the safety of motorists and that the 
design would incorporate the village itself including traffic calming measures and footpath 
improvements. 
 
In proposing the Motion, Councillor Sheahan requested that Limerick City and County Council 
do a detailed design of the junction in the village of Castletown to ensure the safety of 
motorists. 
 
The Motion was seconded by Councillor Scanlan.  
 
In replying, the Senior Executive Engineer confirmed that a new footpath is proposed under 
the GMA Local Roads Programme 2020 and in the interim improved road markings and 
signage have been put in place.  He also confirmed that a traffic calming survey has been 
carried out. He noted that 30% of vehicles are driving in excess of the speed limit. He stated 
that driver feedback signage will be put in place in January.    
 

REPLY: Additional signage and improved road markings are currently being put in 

place in Castletown.  A new footpath is proposed under the GMA Local Roads 
Programme 2020 and this will incorporate an improved junction design. 

 
With regard to traffic calming, a traffic survey is currently being carried out and 
Driver Feedback signs will be installed if necessary. 

 
The following items were also raised. 
 
The erection of 30kph signage within housing estates in the Newcastle West District was 
raised and in response, the Executive Engineer confirmed that any estates without this 
signage would receive same within the coming weeks. 
 
The condition of Nash’s Lane, Newcastle West was raised and the Senior Executive Engineer 
confirmed that the area referred to is not taken in charge by the Council.  However, he noted  
that correspondence has been issued to the relevant landowner with a proposal for the 
Council to take the laneway in charge and a response is awaited. 
 
An update on the taking in charge of Brewery Lane, Newcastle West was requested.  The 
Senior Executive Engineer confirmed that discussions have taken place with the landowners 
with a view to taking in charge of the laneway in the New Year.  
 
An update on the provision of a site for a new graveyard in Abbeyfeale was requested and 
the Director stated that the matter is progressing. 
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Discussion also took place on Lee’s Cross junction and the Senior Executive Engineer noted 
that the area is included in a Low Cost Safety Proposals for 2020. A decision on whether the 
application is successful will be available in January.  
 
The Cathaoirleach wished the Members, Management and Staff a Happy Christmas and 

acknowledged their assistance and help during 2019. 

It was agreed to hold the January Meeting of the District on Wednesday, 8th January, 2020, at 
10.00 a.m., at Áras William Smith OBrien.  
 
This concluded the Meeting. 
 
Signed:  ________________________________  

    Cathaoirleach 
 
Dated:  _______________________________ 

 


