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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

Earth’s Climate is changing. While natural fluctuations in climate are considered normal, emerging re-
search and observational records from across the world show rates of change that are far greater than 
those experienced in recent history. Global temperatures have risen and are projected to rise further 
bringing changes in weather patterns, rising sea levels and increased frequency and intensity of ex-
treme weather. Ireland’s climate is changing in line with global patterns, and these changes are bringing 
significant and wide-ranging economic, environmental and social impacts.    

Climate change is now recognised as a global challenge with policy responses required in terms of both 
mitigating the causes of climate change and in adapting to the now inevitable consequences of our 
changing climate. Action at local level is vitally important to help reduce the risks and impacts of climate 
change across communities.  

This local authority Climate Change Adaptation Strategy forms part of Ireland’s national strategy for 
climate adaptation as set out in the National Adaptation Framework (NAF) which was produced under 
the provisions of the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015.1 

It is tasked with mainstreaming climate change adaptation over time into all functions, operations and 
services of the local authority. It seeks to inform or ‘climate proof’ existing plans and policies produced 
and implemented by the local authority. This is to ensure a considered, consistent and coherent ap-
proach, facing head-on the challenges of a changing climate. Crucially, it also helps in building resili-
ence within the local authority organisation itself as well as across all communities.  

2 LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT  

2.1 Strategic Environmental Assessment  

A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is the formal, systematic evaluation of the likely signifi-
cant environmental effects of implementing a plan or program or variation to a plan or program before 
a decision is made to adopt it. The SEA Directive2 requires, inter alia, that SEA is undertaken for certain 
plans, programs or variations to these. 
 
The SEA Directive has been transposed into Irish law through the European Communities (Environ-
mental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) Regulations 2004 (S.I. 435 of 2004) and The 
Planning and Development Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Regulations 2004 (S.I. 436 of 
2004). These Regulations have since been amended by the European Communities (Environmental 
Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) (Amendment) Regulations 2011 (SI No. 200 of 2011) 
and the Planning and Development (SEA) (Amendment) Regulations 2011 (SI No. 201 of 2011). The 
criteria as set out in Annex II of The SEA Directive (Directive 2001/42/EC) on the assessment of the 
effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment and as also set out in Schedule 2A of the 
Planning and Development (SEA) Regulations 2004 (S.I. No. 436 of 2004) need to be considered while 
drafting of the Climate Change Adaptation Strategies. 
 

 

1  Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015 (S.I. No. 25/2016). Available at http://www.irishstatute-
book.ie/eli/2015/act/46/enacted/en/htm 
2 Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of Ministers, of 27th June 2001, on the Assessment of the 
Effects of Certain Plans and Programmes on the Environment   
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This SEA screening report is consistent with the process as recommended by The Department of En-
vironment, Heritage and Local Government guidance document entitled Implementation of SEA Di-
rective 2001/42/EC Assessment of the Effects of Certain Plans and Programmes on the Environment 
November 2004, specifically Chapter 3 (SEA: Screening and Scoping) and furthermore uses the criteria 
for SEA screening criteria set out in the SEA Directive. 
 
An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report is also being prepared for this Climate Change Adapta-
tion Strategy in line with Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC). 

2.2 Climate Change Adaptation  

2.2.1 International Context 

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is an international en-
vironmental treaty adopted in May 1992. The framework’s objective is “to stabilize greenhouse gas 
concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference 
with the climate system”. The framework did not set binding limits on greenhouse gas emissions and 
contained no enforcement mechanisms. However, the framework outlined how specific international 
treaties may negotiate further action towards its key objective. The Paris Agreement 2015 is a protocol 
set within the context of the UNFCCC (ratified by Ireland on 4th November 2016) and it is aimed at: 

 Limiting global warming to less than 20C above pre-industrial level and pursuing efforts to limit 
the temperature increase to 1.50C. 

 Building resilience and increasing the ability to mitigate the impacts of climate change. 

The agreement states the need for Parties to formulate and implement National Adaptation Plans.  

2.2.2 EU Context 

The 2013 EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change encouraged all Member states to adopt com-
prehensive adaptation strategies. It sought better-informed decision making through the identification 
and addressing of gaps in knowledge about adaptation. The European Climate Adaptation Platform 
Climate-ADAPT was developed as a resource mechanism to help users access and share information 
on adaptation.  

The Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy is a voluntary, bottom-up, approach for cities 
and local governments to combat Climate Change and move towards a low emission, resilient society. 
The Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy brought the Compact of Mayors and the EU 
Covenant of Mayors under one international body in January 2017 incorporating over 9,000 cities and 
local governments.  

2.2.3 National Context 

The 2012 National Climate Change Adaptation Framework (NCCAF) was Ireland’s first step in devel-
oping a national policy on adaptation actions to combat the impacts of climate change.  

The National Policy Position on Climate Action and Low Carbon Development 2014 restated the policy 
position of the NCCAF, 2012. Greenhouse gas mitigation and adaptation to the impacts of climate 
change were to be addressed in parallel national plans under an evolving climate policy to 2050.  

The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015 was a landmark national milestone in the 
evolution of climate change policy in Ireland. It provides the statutory basis for the national transition 
objective laid out in the National Policy Position (as per above). Further to this, it made provision for 
and gives statutory authority to both the National Mitigation Plan (NMP), published in 2017 and the 
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National Adaptation Framework (NAF) published in 2018. This Local Adaptation Strategy forms part of 
the National Adaptation Framework. 

The Local Authority Adaptation Strategy Development Guidelines 2018 provides guidance to Local Au-
thorities to develop their own Climate Action Adaptation Strategy. In developing this adaptation strategy 
Limerick City and County Council has been consistent with these guidelines.  

3 DETERMINING WHETHER A SEA IS REQUIRED   

The objective of the SEA Directive for the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes 
on the Environment is to:  

“provide for a high level of protection of the environment and to contribute to the integration of environ-
mental considerations into the preparation and adoption of plans and programmes with a view to pro-
moting sustainable development, by ensuring that, in accordance with this Directive, an environmental 
assessment is carried out of certain plans and programmes which are likely to have significant effects 
on the environment.”3 

3.1 Limerick’s Climate Change Adaptation Objectives  

The purpose of the Limerick City and County Council’s Climate Change Adaptation Strategy is to 
achieve the national objective of becoming a more climate-resilient society and economy by 2050. In 
order to help tackle current and future challenges that climate change can present, Limerick City and 
County Council have set out a number of key objectives in their strategy, under six thematic principles. 
Table 1 below outlines Limerick City and County Councils Climate Change Adaptation Strategy Objec-
tives under each Theme.  

Under each theme in the Climate Change Adaptation Strategy, there are a number of actions that have 
been detailed to achieve each Objective. All the actions per theme can be found in Appendix 1.  

TABLE 1 LIMERICK CITY AND COUNTY COUNCILS CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION STRATEGY OB-
JECTIVES  

Theme 1: Extreme Weather Event Response 

1 
To ensure most efficient response to climate risk and climate events by Limerick City and 
County Council 

2 
To ensure that responses to climate events are properly informed and evolve over time 
to respond to changing circumstances 

Theme 2: Land Use And Planning 

3 
 To ensure that the risk and impact of flooding is adequately integrated into Planning Pol-
icy                                                            

4 
To ensure integration of climate adaptation and mitigation into Land Use and Planning 
Policy 

5 To incorporate climate proofing of infrastructure into Planning Policy 

Theme 3: Infrastructure, Built Environment And Service Provision 

6 
To increase the climate resilience of Limerick City and County Council building and 
housing stock where appropriate 

7 
 
To increase resilience of infrastructure to climate change  

 

3 Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of Ministers, of 27th June 2001, on the Assessment of the 

Effects of Certain Plans and Programmes on the Environment   
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Theme 4: Environment  

8 
To work with other agencies, where feasible, to foster a broad response to climate 
change 

9 To encourage the adoption of green solutions to climate change 

Theme 5: Economic Development Activities   

10 To incorporate climate change concerns into Limerick’s economic sector 

11 
To identify and promote economic opportunities arising from climate change and adapta-
tion 

Theme 6: Emerging Issues 
12  To encourage climate adaptation projects and disseminate lessons learned  

13 
Work with other Local Authorities and Agencies to ensure a regional response to Climate 
Change 

 

3.2 Consultation  

3.2.1 Environmental authorities  

Article 5 (4) of the SEA Directive specifies that each Member State should designate the relevant Envi-
ronmental Authorities which, by reason of their specific environmental responsibility, are likely to be 
concerned with the potential environmental effect of any plan or programme. Article 9(5) and 9(6) of the 
European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) Regulations 
2004 (as amended) details the need for the competent authority (Limerick City and County Council) to 
consult the relevant environmental authorities regarding the development of certain plans and pro-
grammes. On an Irish context, as a minimum the following environmental authorities should be con-
tacted when developing county plans and programmes: 

 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); 

 The Minister for the Environment (Minister Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment) – where the planning authority considers that a plan might have significant 
effects in relation to the architectural or archaeological heritage or to nature conserva-
tion; and 

 The Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources (Minister for Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine) - where the planning authority considers that a plan might 
have significant effects on fisheries or the marine environment. 

Limerick City and County Council on the 3rd May 2019 sent the Draft Climate Change Adaptation Strat-
egy, the SEA Screening Report and Appropriate Assessment Screening to the following Environmental 
Authorities:  

 Environmental Protection Agency; 
 Inland Fisheries Ireland; 

 The Department of Communication, Climate Action & Environment; 

 The Department of Agriculture, Food & Marine; 

 The Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht; 

 An Bord Pleanála; 
 The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Environmental Co-ordination 

Unit, Climate Change and Bio-Energy Division Unit; 

 The Department of Communications, Climate Action and the Environment, Corporate 
Support Unit; 

 The Manager, Development Applications Unit, Department of Culture, Heritage, and 
the Gaeltacht; 
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 The Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, Planning System and 
Spatial Policy, Forward Planning Section / Planning Governance and Oversight Sec-
tion, Planning Division / Planning Referrals, Forward Planning, Asset Strategy and Sus-
tainability; 

 Irish Water; 

 The Office of Public Works; 

 The Southern Regional Assembly; 

 The Heritage Council; 

 Transport Infrastructure Ireland; and  
 BirdWatch Ireland.  

 

3.2.2 Public Consultation  

Limerick City and County Council also conducted a four-week period from 2nd May 2019 to 4th June 
2019, where the Draft Climate Change Adaptation Strategy, with the accompanying SEA Screening 
Report and Appropriate Assessment Screening Report, were presented for public consultation. The 
following outreach methods were used:  

 Local Newspaper Notice, Limerick Leader on the 4th May 2019 edition. 
 Public Display in the following County Buildings: 

o Main Council Offices at Merchant’s Quay and Dooradoyle Limerick; 
o Council area offices: 

 Kilmallock;  
 Newcastle West; and 
 Rathkeale. 

o Branch Libraries at: 
 Foynes; 
 Rathkeale; 
 Cappamore; 
 Dooradoyle; 
 Limerick City; 
 Abbeyfeale; 
 Newcastle West; 
 Kilmallock; and 
 Watchouse Cross. 

 Local Authority Website, Limerick.ie; and 
 Notification of adjoining Local Authorities - Clare County Council, Tipperary County Council, 

Cork County Council, Cork City Council and Kerry County Council. 

A number of submissions came in during the consultation periods, and five submissions were received, 
from the following organisation and individuals: 

 Geological Survey of Ireland; 
 Kerry County Council;  

 Transport Infrastructure Ireland; 

 Conservation Officer, Limerick City and County Council; and  

 Southern Regional Assembly.  
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3.2.3 Summary of Consultation submissions  

Table 3 details the summary of responses from each of the organisations and individuals that made a 
submission to the consultation periods and summaries the response from Limerick City and County 
Council to each of the submissions.  

TABLE 2 PUBLIC CONSULTATION SUBMISSIONS AND REPSONSES 

Organisation 
/ individual 

Summary submission Limerick City and Co. Co. re-
sponse  

 
Geological 
Survey of Ire-
land 
 

 Emphasises the importance of groundwa-
ter both for drinking and supporting river 
flows. It is a clean but vulnerable resource 
and needs to be managed and protected.  

 Recommends the use of geothermal en-
ergy suitability maps to determine the most 
suitable areas for heat pump technologies. 

 Suggested mineral and aggregate and ge-
ological resources should be included 
within the environmental assessment pro-
cess.   

 Outlines the earth science resources and 
data which the GSI provides. 

LCCC recognise the importance of 
groundwater and water resources 
generally is recognised in Actions 
9.2 and 9.3 of the Climate Change 
Adaptation Strategy.    
 
The use of geothermal energy and 
mineral aggregate and geological 
resources is more suited to a cli-
mate mitigation plan which will fol-
low the Adaptation Strategy. 
 
LCCC recognise GSIs data re-
sources and will likely be of use in 
the preparation of future plans and 
projects. 

Kerry County 
Council  

 Kerry County Council acknowledges the 
receipt of the Draft CCAS and have no 
comments to include.  

N/A 

Transport In-
frastructure 
Ireland (TII) 

 TII acknowledge the receipt of the Draft 
CCAS and commented that TII had no 
specific comments on the strategy.  

N/A 

Conservation 
Officer, Limer-
ick City and 
County Coun-
cil. 

 LCCC has a role in raising awareness 
amongst owners of buildings that are 
protected structures or are within Archi-
tectural Conservation Areas in relation to 
Climate Change.  

 Grass cutting programme should be 
modified to include fallow areas and pol-
linator-friendly areas. 

The Climate Change Adaptation 
Strategy recognises the need to 
raise awareness of climate change 
issues.  Actions 6.3 is a first step to-
ward this in assessing the condition 
and BER of housing stock.  Action 
9.5 is to assess the vulnerability of 
cultural and built heritage sites to 
Climate Change. Action 9.6 refers 
to heritage adaptation issues.  See 
also Action 13.1 in relation to work-
ing with local communities.  
 
LCCC has signed up to the National 
Pollinator Plan and has modified its 
cutting regime. Specific to the Cli-
mate Change Adaptation Strategy 
Action 9.2 encourages the adoption 
of ecosystem approaches to Cli-
mate Change. 
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Southern Re-
gional Assem-
bly 

 Highlights that the Draft Regional Eco-
nomic and Spatial Plan (ESES) realises 
that Climate change is a universal chal-
lenge which affects much of the content 
of the RSES, including flood risk, surface 
water drainage, water services, energy 
and natural capital. An effective re-
sponse at regional level requires cooper-
ation between the regional authority and 
local authorities.   The Southern Re-
gional Assembly will continue to engage 
with Local Authorities and CAROs to 
support the development of long term so-
lutions 

LCCC is committed to working with 
other LAs and the Regional Assem-
bly and other bodies in search of 
long-term solutions.  Actions 13.2 
and 13.4 are relevant in this regard 
as they support working with other 
LAs, sectoral and regional bodies. 

 

Furthermore, Elected Members provided comment and text changes during the Limerick City and 
County Council July 2019 Council meeting. The changes can be summaries as follows: 

 Removal of the words “where feasible” from Objective 10 on Page 35; and 
 Change to the wording of the third paragraph of Section 4.4 Mitigation Actions Already in Place 

on Page 39 of the CCAS, removal of the word “comprehensive” from a description of Limerick’s 
greenway network.   

These were text changes only and do not have environmental consequences and as such do not have 
implications for Strategic Environmental Assessment.   

3.3 The requirement to carry out SEA – Pre-Screening Checklist 

In order to determine if this Strategy is considered a plan/programme under Article 3 of the SEA Di-
rective, a pre-screening check is necessary. Figure 1 below provides details of the pre-screening check-
list; this checklist is based on the decision tree published by the EPA in the Development of SEA meth-
odologies for plans and programmes in Ireland.4 

 

4 P. Scott & P. Marsden., 2001-EEP/DS-2/5 Development of Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Methodologies for 
Plans and Programmes in Ireland Synthesis Report © Environmental Protection Agency 2003 
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FIGURE 1 PRE-SCREENING DECISION PROCESS
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4 SEA SCREENING DETERMINATION  

The Climate Change Adaptation Strategy was screened using the criteria contained in Annex II of the 
SEA Directive. Table 2 and Table 3 below, details the screening assessment using the criteria for de-
termining the likely significance of effects as set out in the SEA Directive, Annex II.  

TABLE 3 SCREENING DETERMINATION FOR ANNEX II (1.), CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING THE LIKELY 
SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECTS 

The Characteristics of the Plan and Programmes having regard, in particular, to, the following 
criteria  
 
 Criteria Screening Determination  
The degree to which the plan or programme sets 
a framework for projects and other activities, ei-
ther with regard to the location, nature, size and 
operating conditions or by allocating resources. 

The purpose of this Climate Adaptation Strategy 
is to identify the risks to Limerick County associ-
ated with climate change and to set strategic 
goals, objectives and actions to adapt to these 
changes.  
 
Limerick City and County Council’s Climate 
Change Adaptation Strategy forms part of Ire-
land’s national strategy for climate adaptation as 
set out in the National Adaptation Framework 
(NAF) which was produced under the provisions 
of the Climate Action and Low Carbon Develop-
ment Act 2015.  
 
Limerick City and County Council’s Climate 
Change Adaptation Strategy, if adopted, will not 
set a framework for future development consent 
of projects, i.e. projects listed in both Annex I and 
Annex II of the Environmental Impact Assess-
ment Directive.  

The degree to which the plan or programme in-
fluences other plans and programmes including 
those in a hierarchy; 
 

This Climate Change Adaptation Strategy will in-
form other future plans, as its main output, to en-
sure that Limerick City and County Councils pol-
icies, strategies, plans, actions and measures 
being developed must be informed, take account 
and be aware of the need to adapt to the impacts 
of climate change.  
 
Future individual county development policies, 
strategies, plans and projects must be consid-
ered under the SEA, EIA and/or AA processes. 

The relevance of the plan or programme for the 
integration of environmental considerations in 
particular with a view to promoting sustainable 
development; 
 

As the Climate Change Adaptation Strategy is 
aimed at integrating climate change adaptation 
into Limerick City and County Councils plans, 
strategies and management team’s agendas, the 
climate change adaptation measures will be im-
plemented via future plans.  
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This Climate Change Adaptation Strategy’s main 
output is to ensure that all policies, strategies and 
plans for Limerick City and County Council must 
be informed of the need to adapt to the potential 
impacts of climate change.  
 
Individual county development policies, strate-
gies, plans and projects must be considered indi-
vidually under the SEA, EIA and/or AA process. 

Environmental problems relevant to the plan or 
programme; 
 

The Climate Change Adaptation Strategy looks 
to integrate climate change adaptation into Lim-
erick City and County Council as a management 
function and/or an important criterion to be con-
sidering in developing Local Authority Plans or 
Actions. The climate change adaptation actions 
taken will be implemented via future plans as its 
main output is to ensure that all policies, strate-
gies, plans and measures for Limerick City and 
County Council must be informed of the need to 
adapt to the potential impacts of climate change.  
 
Individual county development policies, strate-
gies, plans and projects must be considered indi-
vidually under the SEA, EIA and/or AA process. 

The relevance of the plan or programme for the 
implementation of Community legislation on the 
environment (e.g. plans and programmes linked 
to waste-management or water protection). 
 

As the Climate Change Adaptation Strategy is 
aimed at integrating climate change adaptation 
into identified Limerick City and County Councils 
Plans and Strategies and future Plans and Strat-
egies, with some specific actions to help raise 
awareness of climate change both within man-
agement team and the wider public in Limerick  
County, these actions can support plans and pro-
grammes that are related to waste generation, 
management, flood resilience and protection.  
 
However, these climate change adaptation ac-
tions will be implemented via future plans as its 
main output is to ensure that all policies, strate-
gies, plans and measures for Limerick City and 
County Council must be informed of the need to 
adapt to the potential impacts of climate change.  
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TABLE 4 SCREENING DETERMINATION FOR ANNEX II (2.), CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING THE LIKELY 
SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECTS 

Characteristics of the Effects and of the Area Likely to be Affected, taking account of the follow-
ing criteria  
 Criteria Screening Determination  
The probability, duration, frequency and reversi-
bility of the effects 
 

Limerick City and County Council Climate 
Change Adaptation Strategy is designed to in-
form responses throughout the local authority to 
the effects of climate change, which is now inev-
itable. At this stage, based on current infor-
mation, it is difficult to estimate the duration, or 
indeed it’s variability, but it is likely to be long term 
which justifies the need for an adaptation strat-
egy such as the one being prepared.  The adap-
tation strategy in its role to “climate-proof” exist-
ing plans, policies and activities of the Local Au-
thority is an essential first step in dealing with cli-
mate change effects from a Local Authority per-
spective.    

The cumulative nature of the effects 
 

Changes in climate change are cumulative and 
work in combination. This can be seen where cli-
matic factors combine and create what are called 
“compound events” where combined weather 
events may contribute to enhanced risk. This is 
recognised on page 10 of the Limerick City and 
County Council Climate Change Adaptation 
Strategy.   

The transboundary nature of the effects 

 

In order to deal with transboundary effects, Lim-
erick City and County Council Change Adapta-
tion Strategy has included actions, for example, 
actions 13.2, 13.3 and 13.4 which state that it will 
work with regional and sectoral bodies and other 
Local Authorities to deal with regional adaptation 
and mitigation responses.  See Appendix 1 for 
the list of actions.  

The risks to human health or the environment 
(e.g. due to accidents) 

 

Limerick City and County Council Climate 
Change Adaptation Strategy is designed to in-
form responses to the effects of climate change 
including working with agencies such as the De-
partment of Health whose primary focus is hu-
man health. 

The magnitude and spatial extent of the effects 
(geographical area and size of the population 
likely to be affected) 

- special natural characteristics or cultural 
heritage; 

- exceeded environmental quality standards 
or limit values; and  

- intensive land-use. 

Areas of characteristics and cultural heritage 
within Limerick County are provided with a level 
of protection from both planning policy and plan-
ning legislation. However, Limerick City and 
County Council Climate Change Adaptation 
Strategy is designed to inform responses 
throughout the local authority to the effects of cli-
mate change and does not identify specific areas 
for development. 
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The effects on areas or landscapes which have a 
recognised national, community or international 
protection status. 

Limerick City and County Council Climate 
Change Adaptation Strategy is designed to in-
form responses throughout the local authority to 
the effects of climate change and does not iden-
tify specific areas for development. 
Any effects uncovered as part of this process will 
be considered in relation to the characteristics of 
the effects and of the area likely to be affected, 
and the process will have regard, in particular, to 
the criteria as listed, according to the legislation.  

 

5 CONCLUSION  

This SEA Screening Report was carried out in order to determine the need for a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment for Limerick City and County Council Climate Change Adaptation Strategy prepared under 
the National Climate Change Adaptation Framework. It has been concluded, based on the pre-screen-
ing check, and review against the environmental significance criteria as set out in Annex II of the SEA 
Directive, that a Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required. Furthermore, the purpose of this 
Climate Change Adaptation Strategy is to inform Local Authority policies, procedures and further plans 
on the need to incorporate climate change adaptation measures and it does not set out projects, plans 
or specific measures. 

It is likely, that through the implementation of Limerick City and County Council Climate Change Adap-
tation Strategy, that there would be expected beneficial effects, as it aims to reduce risk from climate 
change. Specific actions in the strategy propose environmentally friendly adaptation measures, partic-
ularly those under Objective 9: To encourage the adoption of green solutions to climate change.  
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APPENDIX 1 – CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION STRATEGY ACTIONS PER THEME 



Theme 1: Extreme 
Weather Event 
Response Actions 

1.1

Prepare a standard response document, to ensure data from extreme weather events are documented and that responses are 
recorded to ensure adequate local and countywide responses to extreme weather events. This data will help to inform future 
operational procedures.

1.2 Review flood response plan to ensure that lessons learned are incorporated for future responses

1.3
Review and collate information on existing early warning systems (e.g. flood early warning systems, coastal surge system, tides 
and up to date weather forecast etc.) to better predict future events.

1.4
Investigate redeployment of early warning systems e.g. Shannon flood warning sensor may need to be further upstream to 
provide  adequate warning to Limerick City. 

2.1
Support the provision of alternative power supply (generators) and battery storage for offices to ensure continuity of all 
communications and necessary service

2.2 Ensure that Business Continuity Plan is developed in such a way that all possible impacts of Climate Change are considered. 



Theme 2:  Land 
Use And 
Planning

Actions 

3.1
Map current and available climate change projections to identify areas that may be susceptible to identified climate change risks.  Take 
into account different climate risks (S 3.2) with suitable allowance for climate change built in.  

3.2
Review flood risk management policies to ensure they are effective in preventing inappropriate development in areas that are or may be 
at risk of flooding, and update as appropriate.

3.3
Prepare Flood Risk Assessment for the Metropolitan area and vulnerable zoned settlements in the County to inform Development Plan 
policy.

4.1
Integrate Climate Change Adaptation Planning into all plans, strategies and policies prepared by the Council, including  Development 
Plans, Local Area Plans, Masterplans, Transportation Plans, Tourism and Economic Plans.  

5.1
Ensure that Development Plan policies take account of climate proofing for infrastructure such as electricity, communications and water 
services. 

5.2 Encourage cooperation between utility and service providers to ensure their networks are resilient to the impacts of climate change 

Update policy content to ensure that drainage design standards and guidelines that are being employed are the most technically up to 
date and have suitable allowances for climate change. Provide training and guidance on sustainable urban drainage techniques. 

4.2



Theme 3: 
Infrastructure, Built 
Environment And 
Service Provision 

Actions 

6.1
Prepare an inventory of Council building stock; assess climate resilience of current buildings stock, with a view to determining 
appropriate works. 

6.2 Prepare an inventory of Council housing; assess climate resilience of current housing stock. 
6.3 Compile a single database of housing stock with information on their condition and BER ratings

6.4
Ensure that new build are designed with climate change in mind.  Consider a programme of retrofitting housing stock. Ensure 
that retrofit is carbon neutral where possible. 

7.1

Using road and bridge and city quay wall maintenance data and reports from area engineers, identify areas at most risk from 
climate events.  This will identify vulnerable stretches of road network and associated structures such as bridges. Prioritize 
these areas for remedial works. 

7.2 Support and assist OPW in delivery of flood relief schemes and defences.

7.3
Support design measures to take account of increased sunlight when designing Council housing stock to ensure alternative 
energy sources such as solar paneling or photo-voltaic panels are considered in the building design.



Theme 4:  
Environment

Actions 

8.1 The local authority will have due regard to the content of the Sectoral Climate Adaptation Strategies where 
relevant to local authority functions.

9.1 Encourage the adoption of Neighbourwood Scheme and Native Woodland Scheme in suitable locations. 
9.2 Encourage the implementation of ecosystem and catchment based approaches to protect against impacts of 

climate change. Green infrastructure is to be an integral part of this approach. 
9.3 Update policy content in relation to River Basin Management Plans in Council policy documents. Work with local 

communities and LAWCO, where possible to achieve better water quality in selected rivers. 
9.4 Prepare an inventory of Council owned cultural and built heritage sites. 
9.5 Assess Vulnerability of cultural and built heritage sites, including graveyards to Climate Change. 
9.6 Liaise with in-house Heritage and Culture team to work on heritage adaptation issues.  
9.7 Prepare green infrastructure content for the Development Plan.
9.8 Prepare invasive species policy content for Development Plans and Development Management.
9.9 Promote adequate invasive species control protocols on all Local Authority projects and work
9.1 Support, where possible, control measures for invasive species.



Theme 5:  
Economic 
Development 
Activities  

Actions 

10.1
Identify best possible means of communicating with the private sector and the public on 
information relating to severe weather events. 

10.2 Implement these communications links as required

11.1

Liaise with other agencies such as the IDA, Bord Bia, Bord Failte, or others to identify new 
products or services that might result from climate change. Conversely, some businesses may 
be under threat and would require support. 



Theme 6: Emerging Issues 
Actions 

12.1

The City X Change programme in Limerick is a five-year project, which aims to improve the energy performance of buildings and 
promote renewable energy use in an urban context. This is a useful demonstration project from lessons may be learned.  Ensure 
that lessons learned are disseminated so that maximum benefit is obtained from shared learning.  
Similarly, lessons from any other climate adaptation project, which will be established, should be disseminated as the results 
become available

12.2

Liaise with Fire Service and outdoor work teams regarding the type and frequency of climate change  events ranging from wild 
fires to flooding. Assess their requirement in terms of equipment, training welfare and staff allocation and make appropriate 
recommendations and resource allocations. 

12.3

Ensure continuation of support for the Climate Adaptation Team following publication of the Climate Adaptation Strategy, to 
monitor and continue to assess climate change issues as they arise.  It will also feed into future climate strategies and projects. 
Emphasise the need for buy in at all levels of the Council in relation to Climate Adaptation. 

13.1
Work with local communities in relation to publicising climate change adaptation and working them through events and training 
courses in relation to improving community adaptability in Limerick City and County. 

13.2 Work with neighboring Local Authorities to develop regional wide adaptation responses to  climate change, as appropriate.

13.3

Work with all regional and sectoral bodies with which the Council has an association to ensure - in the context of climate 
adaptation - consistency of approach and to identify the impact on Council services of the climate adaptation strategies of other 
bodies/sectors. 

13.4

LCCC will work with neighbouring local authorities and statutory bodies, on a regional basis, through structures such as the 
Shannon Integrated Framework Plan and other fora, to develop estuary-wide and regional adaptation and mitigation responses to 
climate change.


