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Assessment of Pilot Pollinator Action Areas -June report 2018 

 

1. The Corbally Road Meadow (Fig. 1) 

The Corbally Road  wildflower meadow is the largest (1.4 ha) and most species diverse of the three 

sites. One-hundred species were recorded here on 15th June 2018  in the meadow and margins (Table 

1).  This number is comprised of 18 species of grasses, 10 rushes and sedges, 54 herbaceous 

perennials, 4 herbaceous biennials, 5 annuals, and 19 trees and shrubs, the last predominantly around 

the meadow margins. 

Three meadow areas distinguished in the Corbally Road site: a small area of meadow at the southern 

end (A); a main central meadow area (B); an area of wetter meadow (C) (Fig. 1). Area B is the largest 

and has the greatest diversity of plant species (Fig. 2). Based on presence of some indicators (our lady’s 

bedstraw (Fig. 3), salad burnet, glaucous sedge, wild carrot and others) the soil is calcareous in drier 

areas in particular.  Although mostly dry, in area B there are small wetter depressions characterised 

by the dominance of sedges and rushes (Fig. 4). 

Grasses dominate in A and B (Yorkshire fog [Fig 5], crested dogs-tail, meadow grass and others), in 

combination with herbaceous perennial plants such as white and red clover, meadow vetchling, 

ribwort plantain, birds foot trefoil, creeping buttercup, meadow buttercup, wild carrot and oxe-eye 

daisy (Figs. 6-9). Grasses also dominate in C but  creeping bent, marsh foxtail, and floating sweet grass 

are more common here, along with damp-loving herbaceous perennials such as flag iris, purple 

loosestrife, meadowsweet, ragged robin (Fig.10), common spotted orchid (Fig. 11), and sedges and 

rushes such as hard rush and hairy sedge.  

Most of the plants encountered are widely distributed, with the exception of salad burnet, melilot and 

chicory.  The latter two species are most likely a legacy of the seed mixture used in reseeding this site. 

The abundance of wild carrot and oxe-eye daisy is also a likely effect of this. Yellow rattle (Rhinanthus 

minor) was not recorded but would be expected to occur in such a meadow habitat.  Red bartsia, a 

hemiparasite similar to yellow rattle was present but at low densities. The composition of the 

vegetation reflects the effects of reseeding with a meadow seed mixture in spring 2017. 

1.1 Value for biodiversity and pollinating insects 

The Corbally Road meadow site exhibits a high level of plant diversity. It  has a very diverse range of 

herbaceous perennial plants, many of which are an important resource for pollinating insects such 

bees, butterflies and hoverflies. Approximately 15 species of herbaceous  perennials that are regarded 

as an important resource for pollinators were in flower on the 15th June, including  white and red 

clover, meadow vetchling, , birds-foot trefoil, creeping and meadow buttercups, oxe-eye daisy, black 

medick, bush vetch (Fig. 12) and yarrow.  Cuckoo flower, flag iris and ragged robin, which is abundant 

on the site, had largely completed flowering and had set seed. 
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1.2 Recommendations 

 The meadow should be cut towards the end of July- beginning of August.  

 The cut material should be removed and not left as “thatch” (if this is left in situ, it will 

encourage grass growth at the expense of herbaceous plants that are more valuable for 

pollinators). 

 Seeding with yellow rattle seeds should be carried out after cutting.  Yellow rattle is a 

hemiparasite that will restrict grass growth, thus favouring herbaceous plants.  

 Encroachment by tall herbs and grasses and shrubs/tree sapling (nettles, creeping thistle, false 

oat-grass, couch grass,  great willowherb, rosebay willowherb gorse and willows [Fig 13]) is 

occurring on the margins particularly on the western margin. These need to be controlled by 

cutting this summer and also in the early part of the growing season. 

 Colonization by docks (Rumex species), creeping thistles (Fig. 14) and field horsetail (Fig.  15) 

is evident in parts of the main meadow. Manual removal of the flowered stalks, taking care 

not to disperse the seed, is recommended as soon as possible. Removal of  willow saplings  is 

also required as these will grow rapidly and spread by clonal growth.  

 

 A colony of Japanese knotweed in area A should be eradicated. 

 

 

2. The College Park Meadow (Fig. 16). 

This is a smaller meadow area of quite different character, located adjacent to the Corbally Road 

meadow. It contains a much smaller range of meadow plant species probably as a consequence 

of  a more homogenous soil cover, more routine cutting and the absence of  reseeding with a 

diverse seed mixture as in the Corbally Road meadow. Thirty-nine species were found here: 12 

species of grasses, 3 rushes and sedges, 20 herbaceous perennials,  1 annual, and 3 trees and 

shrubs. 

The northern part of the meadow is adjacent to houses and is routinely cut (Fig. 17), whereas the 

southern part has a taller meadow sward, which appears to be cut perhaps only once a year at 

most. Recently a diagonal strip has been dug through the area for waterworks and grassland 

vegetation has not yet re-established on the strip. Soil moisture is higher in the southern half of 

the meadow as evidence by the presence of floating sweet grass, marsh bedstraw, fool’s 

watercress and the relatively uncommon tubular water-dropwort (Fig. 18) all of which prefer 

damp soils. 

2.1 Value for biodiversity and pollinating insects 

At the time of sampling, white and red clover, creeping buttercup (Fig. 19) and meadow cup were 

the only pollinator-friendly plant species in flower. Cuckoo flower is abundant here and is 

important for pollinators earlier in spring. Great willowherb and tubular water dropwort are likely 

to be important as the summer progresses. The northern part of the meadow is cut on a routine 

basis and has little value for pollinating insects once the cutting commences.  
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2.3 Recommendations 

 The undisturbed part of the meadow should be cut once towards the end of July- beginning 

of August.  

 The cut material should be removed and not left as “thatch” for reasons outlined in 1.3. 

 A once-a-year cutting regime will be required in the routinely cut part to restore value for 

insect biodiversity. 

 Grassland vegetation should be re-established on the disturbed strip using a native grass-

herbaceous perennial seed mixture.  

 

3. Childers Road site (Fig. 20) 

This is an area of approximately 0.75 ha adjacent to Childers Road and bounded by the Kilmallock 

Road, the Ballysimon Road and the railway line. Two distinct habits are evident: a grassland area (A) 

the front of which adjacent to the roadway is routinely cut; and area of waste ground to the rear of 

this (B) which is not managed and is converting to scrub.  

Ninety-six species were recorded in areas A and B  on 15th June 2018.  (Table 1).  This number 

comprised 10 species of grasses, 7 rushes and sedges, 46 herbaceous perennials, 5 herbaceous 

biennials, 12 annuals, and 16 trees and shrubs. The greater numbers of biennial and annual plants 

here compared to the other sites,  are a reflection of the waste-ground disturbed habitat.  

Area A adjacent to the roadway is mostly grassland on an elevated mound, the roadway side of which 

is routinely cut.  This grassland is dominated by grasses, mainly false oat-grass, Yorkshire fog and sweet 

vernal grass, but also contains a variety of herbaceous perennials, including  white and red clover, 

meadow vetchling, , birds-foot trefoil, creeping and meadow buttercups, oxe-eye daisy, black medick 

and common knapweed, which are beneficial food sources for insects. Pyramidal orchid was also 

found here (Fig. 29).. 

Area B is a waste-ground habitat with patchy soil cover, poor drainage in places, bare ground and 

mounds of rock spoil. The area is being actively colonised by woody plants such as traveller’s joy (Fig. 

21), ash, butterfly-bush, gorse, brambles  and willows (Fig. 22). Most of the annual plants, for example, 

wild cabbage and charlock, and biennials (teasel [Fig. 23], smooth hawk’s-beard and others) occur 

here. Wild fennel (Fig. 24), red valerian (Fig. 25), and the garden escape, opium poppy (Fig. 26) were 

found here. In an open area of thin soils, a small colony of bee orchids (Fig. 27) were a surprising find. 

3.1 Value for biodiversity and pollinating insects 

This area contains considerable plant diversity and is likely to contain corresponding invertebrate 

biodiversity.  There are a relatively large number of herbaceous perennials that are beneficial to 

pollinating insects.  Area B is likely to convert to open, mixed scrubland interspersed with tall herb 

stands, in the near future.  While this may have an unkempt and neglected appearance, it is a valuable 

wildlife habitat. The grassland in area A (Fig. 28) contains similar amounts (but less diversity) of 

herbaceous perennials compared to the Corbally Road meadow and is a valuable resource for insects. 
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3.2 Recommendations 

 Area B is probably best left unmanaged and will progress by the natural process of succession 

to open scrub. 

 Area A: The grassland on the elevated mound adjacent  should be cut on late July-early August 

and the cut removed. 

 The northern part of the Area A grassland adjacent to the Ballysimon Road is being invaded 

by brambles and willows (Fig. 22).  It would be preferable to maintain this area as grassland. 

 Seeding with yellow rattle seeds should be carried out after cutting for reasons outlined in 

1.3. 

 Removal of willow saplings and invasive herbaceous perennials such as dock thistles and other 

should be carried out in area A.   
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Table 1. Plant species present (+) and in flower in Corbally Road, College Park and Childers Road 

meadow sites on 15th  June 2018.   

Species Common Name 
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Grasses      

Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent + + + + 

Alopecurus geniculatus Marsh Foxtail + +   + 

Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail + +     

Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass +   +   

Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass + + + + 

Bromus hordeaceus subsp. hordeaceus Common Soft-brome     + + 

Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog's-tail +   + + 

Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot  + + + + 

Elytrigia repens Common Couch + +   + 

Festuca arundinacea Tall Fescue   +   + 

Festuca pratensis Meadow Fescue + +   + 

Festuca rubra Red Fescue +   + + 

Glyceria fluitans Floating Sweet-grass + +   + 

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog  + + + + 

Lolium multiflorum Italian Rye-grass +     + 

Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass + +   + 

Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass +     + 

Phleum pratense Timothy  +     + 

Poa pratensis Smooth Meadow-grass +   + + 

Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass + + +   

Herbaceous Perennials      

Achillea millefolium Yarrow  +   + + 

Aegopodium podagraria Ground-elder      + + 

Anacamptis pyramidalis Pyramidal Orchid     + + 

Anthyllis vulneraria Kidney Vetch +     + 

Apium nodiflorum Fool's-water-cress    +     

Bellis perennis Daisy    +   + 

Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed + + +   

Calystegia silvatica Large Bindweed +       

Cardamine pratensis Cuckooflower, Lady's Smock  + +     

Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed +   +   

Centranthus ruber Red Valerian     + + 

Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear +   + + 

Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb +   +   

Chrysanthemum sp.   +   +   

Cichorium intybus Chicory  +      

Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle +   + + 



6 
 

Dactylorhiza fuchsii Common Spotted-orchid +     + 

Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb + + +   

Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail + + +   

Equisetum fluviatile Water Horsetail   +     

Fallopia japonica Japanese Knotweed +       

Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet  +       

Foeniculum vulgare Fennel      + + 

Galium palustre Marsh-bedstraw  + + + + 

Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw +     + 

Hypericum androsaemum Tutsan      + + 

Hypericum sp.  St. John’s wort     +   

Hypericum tetrapterum Square-stalked St John's-wort     +   

Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear      +   

Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris +       

Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling +   + + 

Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit +   + + 

Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy +   + + 

Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil +   + + 

Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil     + + 

Lychnis flos-cuculi Ragged-Robin  +     + 

Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife  +       

Medicago lupulina Black Medick +   + + 

Oenanthe fistulosa Tubular Water-dropwort   +   + 

Ophrys apifera Bee Orchid     + + 

Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort +       

Persicaria maculosa Redshank    +   + 

Petasites fragrans Winter Heliotrope +       

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain + + + + 

Potentilla anserina Silverweed  + +     

Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil +   + + 

Prunella vulgaris Selfheal  +   + + 

Pulicaria dysenterica Common Fleabane +       

Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup + + + + 

Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup + + + + 

Rumex acetosa subsp. acetosa Common Sorrel     + + 

Rumex crispus Curled Dock + + + + 

Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock + + + + 

Rumex sanguineus  Wood Dock + + + + 

Sanguisorba minor subsp. minor Salad Burnet +       

Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort +       

Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort +   +   

Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort +   + + 

Silene latifolia White Campion +     + 

Silene vulgaris subsp. vulgaris  Bladder campion +     + 

Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort +   + + 
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Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort +   + + 

Symphytum officinale Common Comfrey     +   

Taraxacum vulgare agg. Dandelion +   +   

Trifolium pratense Red Clover + + + + 

Trifolium repens White Clover + + + + 

Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot  +   +   

Urtica dioica Common Nettle + + + + 

Veronica beccabunga Brooklime  +     + 

Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch +   + + 

Vicia sepium Bush Vetch +   + + 

Herbaceous Biennials      

Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury     + + 

Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle     + + 

Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle +   +   

Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard     + + 

Daucus carota Carrot  +       

Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel +   + + 

Melilotus sp.  Melilot +     + 

Rushes and Sedges      

Juncus acutiflorus Sharp-flowered Rush +   + + 

Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush + +   + 

Juncus bufonius Toad Rush +       

Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush +     + 

Juncus effusus Soft-rush  +   + + 

Juncus inflexus Hard Rush +   + + 

Luzula campestris Field Wood-rush +       

Carex disticha Brown Sedge     + + 

Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge +   + + 

Carex hirta Hairy Sedge + + + + 

Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge + + + + 

Trees and Shrubs      

Buddleja davidii Butterfly-bush  +   +   

Clematis vitalba Traveller's-joy      +   

Cornus sanguinea Dogwood      +   

Cotoneaster sp.       +   

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn      +   

Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle      +   

Rosa canina Dog-rose      + + 

Rosa sp. Wild rose +     + 

Rubus fruticosus Bramble + + + + 

Sambucus nigra Elder      + + 

Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry      + + 

Ulex europaeus Gorse  +   + + 

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore  +   +   

Alnus glutinosa Alder  +       
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Fraxinus excelsior Ash      +   

Salix caprea Goat Willow     +   

Salix cinerea  Sally + + +   

Salix fragilis Crack-willow  +   +   

Salix viminalis Osier  + +     

Annuals      

Anagallis arvensis subsp. arvensis Scarlet Pimpernel     + + 

Brassica rapa Wild turnip  +   +   

Coronopus didymus Lesser Swine-cress     + + 

Euphorbia peplus Petty Spurge     + + 

Galium aparine Cleavers  + +   + 

Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill +     + 

Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert      + + 

Lapsana communis Nipplewort      + + 

Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed      + + 

Odontites vernus Red Bartsia +   +   

Papaver somniferum Opium Poppy     + + 

Sinapis arvensis Charlock      +   

Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard +     + 

Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle     + + 

Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell     + + 

    100 39 96  
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Fig. 1 Corbally Road site. 
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Fig. 2 Area B looking north 15/06/2018 

 

 

Fig. 3. Lady’s mantle (Galium verum) 
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Fig. 4. Wet depression in Area B. 

 

 

Fig. 5.  Yorkshire Fog dominated grassland, Area B. 
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Fig. 6.  Ox-eye daisy, red clover, wild carrot crested dog’s-tail and  creeping buttercup in Area B. 

 

 

Fig. 7. Meadow buttercup, red clover and canary grass in Area C. 
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Fig. 8.  Bird’s foot trefoil, ribwort plantain and meadow fescue in Area B. 

 

 

Fig. 9.  Meadow vetchling and ribwort plantain. 
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Fig. 10.  Ragged robin. 

 

 

Fig. 11. Common spotted orchid. 
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Fig. 12. Bush vetch. 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 13. Willow invading meadow area. 
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Fig. 14.  Creeping thistle. 

 

 

Fig 15. Field horsetail invading meadow. 
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Fig. 16. College Court meadow -southern uncut part. 

 

 

Fig. 17. College Court meadow -northern routinely cut part. 
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Fig. 18. Tubular water dropwort. 

 

 

Fig. 19. Uncut sward in southern part: marsh bedstraw, creeping buttercup, white clover, jointed 

rush and other species. 
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Fig. 20. Childers Road Site. 

 

 

 

Fig. 21. Traveller’s joy invading area B in Childers Road site. 
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Fig. 22. Northern tip of being invaded by brambles and willows. 

 

 

 

Fig. 23. Teasel. 
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Fig. 24. Wild fennel and bishop weed. 

 

Fig. 25. Red valerian. 
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Fig. 26. Opium poppy. 

 

 

Fig. 27. Bee orchid. 
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Fig. 28. Grassland in Area A. in Childers Road site. 

 

 

Fig. 29. Pyramidal orchid. 
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