
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AT MEETING OF METROPOLITAN DISTRICT OF LIMERICK HELD IN 
THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, MERCHANT’S QUAY, LIMERICK, ON MONDAY, 15TH APRIL, 2019 
 
PRESENT IN THE CHAIR: Councillor Daniel Butler, Mayor. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Councillors Collins, Costelloe, Gilligan, Hogan, Hourigan, Hurley, Keller, Leddin, Loftus, Lynch, 
McCreesh, Ó Ceallaigh, O’Dea, O’Hanlon, Pond, Secas and Sheahan. 
 
Apologies for her inability to attend were received from Councillor Cahillane. 
 
 
OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Director, Service Operations (Mr. K. Lehane), Acting Director of Service, Capital Investment (Mr. J. 
Delaney), Meetings Administrator (Mr. J. Clune), Head of Property Service, (Ms. J. Leahy), Acting 
Senior Executive Officer, (Mr. S. McGlynn) Acting Senior Executive Officer (Mr. D. McGuigan),  
Administrative Officer, Corporate Services (Ms. F. McCormack). 
 
At the outset, the Director, Service Operations confirmed to Members that a workshop would be 
held following the conclusion of the meeting to determine the monies available under the General 
Municipal Allocation, Tourism Development Recreation and Amenity. 
 

The Mayor and Members extended their condolences and sympathies to Mrs. Nuala Toner on the 
passing of her husband Brian, who was a former employee of Limerick City Council. 
 
1. Adoption of Minutes 
 
Councillor Gilligan proposed an amendment to the minutes in relation to his Notice of Motion in 
relation to the relocation of the statue of Patrick Sarsfield and requested that the new 
developments at the Opera Centre and O’Connell Street would be considered as possible 
locations for the statue and that this be included in the minutes. 
 
Circulated, copy of draft Minutes of Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick held on 19th  
March, 2019. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Lynch;  
Seconded by Councillor Sheahan; 
And Resolved:  
 
“That the draft Minutes, as circulated, be taken as read and adopted and signed”. 
 
2. Fixing of Date 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Sheahan, seconded by Councillor Loftus and agreed that the May 
Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick would be held on 20th May, 2019. 
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3. Disposal of Land 
 
(a) Circulated, report of the Acting Senior Executive Officer, Housing Support Services dated 

25th March, 2019 setting out proposals to dispose of the Freehold Interest of premises 
consisting of a dwelling house situate at 33 Quins Cottages, Prospect, Limerick and the 
intention to bring a Section 183 Notice to Full Council in this regard, for approval. 

 
The report, as circulated, was noted by Members. 

 
(b) Circulated, report of the Acting Senior Executive Officer, Housing Support Services dated 

26th March, 2019 setting out proposals to dispose of the Freehold Interest of premises 
consisting of a dwelling house situate at 48 Keane Street, Limerick and the intention to 
bring a Section 183 Notice to Full Council in this regard, for approval. 

 
The report, as circulated, was noted by Members. 

 
(c) Circulated, report of the Head of Property Services dated 5th April, 2019 setting out 

proposals to dispose of 9 Gaol Lane, Limerick in exchange for 66 St. Munchin’s Street, St. 
Mary’s Park, Limerick and the intention to bring a Section 183 Notice to the April Council 
Meeting in this regard, for approval. 

 
The report, as circulated, was noted by Members. 

 
(d) Circulated, report of the Head of Property Services dated 8th April, 2019 setting out 

proposals to dispose of 0.3822 Hectares at Cosgrave Park, Moyross to Co-Operative 
Housing Ireland and the intention to bring a Section 183 Notice to the April Council 
Meeting in this regard, for approval. 

 
(e) Circulated, report of the Head of Property Services dated 9th April, 2019 setting out 

proposals to dispose of 0.5542 Hectares at Delmege Park, Hartigan Villas and College 
Avenue, Moyross to the Peter McVerry Trust and the intention to bring a Section 183 
Notice to the April Council Meeting in this regard, for approval. 

 
(f) Circulated, report of the Head of Property Services dated 9th April, 2019 setting out 

proposals to dispose of 0.2158 Hectares at Carew Park, Limerick to the Peter McVerry Trust 
and the intention to bring a Section 183 Notice to the April Council Meeting in this regard, 
for approval. 

 
Members welcomed the delivery of housing units and discussed the necessity for these units to 
be fast tracked in order to provide homes to people on the housing waiting list.  Members referred 
to the units that are currently vacant and requested the Executive to complete the refurbishment 
works on these properties as soon as possible.   
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4. Service Operations Directorate 
 
Planning and Environmental Services 
 
Taking in Charge of Estates – Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads 
 
Circulated, Report of the A/Senior Planner, Planning and Environmental Services dated 26th March, 
2019 seeking approval to the taking in charge of the following estates :  
 
Kylemore, Castletroy (Phase 3) 
The Gardens, Pennywell 
 
Proposed by Councillor O’Hanlon; 
Seconded by Councillor O’Dea; 
And Resolved: 
 
“That the following estates be taken in charge in accordance with Section 180 of the Planning and 
Development Acts 2000 (as amended) and Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993”. 
 
Kylemore, Castletroy (Phase 3) 
The Gardens, Pennywell 
 
5. Physical Development Directorate  
 
Delegation to meet Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) 
 
Circulated, Report of the Director of Services, Physical Development dated 10th April, 2019. 
 
(a) On the proposal of Councillor Hourigan, seconded by Councillor Sheahan, it was agreed to 

nominate Councillor Daniel Butler to attend a meeting with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII). 

 
 

QUESTIONS 
 
 
6. Question submitted by Councillor S. Lynch 
 
I will ask at the next meeting for an update on the Horse Project for Limerick City. 
 
REPLY: The Animal Welfare Committee is an ad hoc committee of the Council, which meets 

periodically to discuss matters relating to animal welfare.  The committee has made 
a number of study visits to horse projects across the country to examine their 
operation and management models.  The most recent visit was to the Clondalkin 
Equine Centre in Dublin.  Arrangements will be made to convene a meeting, at 
which members will be updated on the learnings from the Clondalkin study visit. 
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7. Question submitted by Councillor S. Lynch 
 
I will ask at the next meeting when will Phase 2 of the Urban Village Renewal Scheme for 
Patrickswell commence and confirmation that the funding that was ring-fenced for same is still 
in place. 
 
REPLY: Extensive works have been undertaken in upgrading the public realm of 

Patrickswell in recent years utilising a combination of Hinterland Scheme, Town and 
Village Renewal Scheme, Development Contribution Scheme funding, and the 
Council’s own revenue resources, totalling more than €738,000. 

 
The total allocation received from the Town and Village Renewal Scheme was 
recouped under Phase 1 of the scheme, along with all the other sources outlined 
above. 
 
The Council will continue its efforts to source funding for Phase 2 of the scheme, 
which cannot proceed until such time as the funding is identified and secured.  

 
8. Question submitted by Councillor M. McCreesh 
 
I will ask at the next meeting for an update on schedule for implementation of 30 kph traffic 
calming in housing estates.  
 
REPLY: The implementation of 30kph speed limits in housing estates is included in the 

overall speed limit review for Limerick.  In addition to proposals to introduce 30kph 
speed limits in housing estates, there are also proposed changes to existing speed 
limits on national, regional and other local roads.  There are still outstanding issues 
with respect to proposed changes on some national roads and a meeting will be 
held with TII shortly to discuss these.  Following this, it is expected that the final 
draft schedules for all speed limits will be submitted to the Council for review and 
adoption. 

 
9. Question submitted by Councillor M. McCreesh 
 
I will ask at the next meeting for an update on plans for LIHAF road in Greenpark site. 
 
REPLY: The Council was unable to secure agreement with the landowners to participate 

in the LIHAF Programme.  Accordingly, there are no proposals to proceed with 
construction of the road at this stage.   

  
10. Question submitted by Councillor M. McCreesh 
 
I will ask at the next meeting what is the timeframe for the completion and allocation of 
apartments in Bourke Avenue development. 
 
REPLY: The development of 12 units at Bourke Avenue, which is currently on site, is 

anticipated to complete by December 2019.  Exact dates will be coordinated with 
Community Support Services as the project approaches completion to align 
timing of allocations of the units with the completion date. 
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NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
11.  Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor M. Cahillane 
 
We will move at the next meeting that Limerick City and County Council calls on the Minister for 
Health to implement an evidence based mental health awareness programme in all Limerick 
City secondary schools. 

 
It was proposed by Councillor Keller, seconded by Councillor Lynch and agreed to write to the 
Minister for Health.   
 
Members discussed the importance of implementing an evidence based mental health awareness 
programme in schools and emphasised the unique position that schools are in to promote mental 
health from an early age.     
 
Following further discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Lynch, seconded by Councillor Keller 
and agreed to also write to the Minister of State for Mental Health and Older People. 
 
12.  Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor D. Butler 
 
I will move at the next Limerick Metropolitan Meeting, to agree to nominate the following 
groups with the below amounts out of the General Municipal Allocation : 
 
St Nessan’s Primary School Mungret Parents Association €1,000 
Mungret Community College Parents Association  €1,000 
Draw Out Limerick      €1,000 
 
The motion was proposed by Councillor Butler and seconded by Councillor Hurley. 
 
13.  Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor E. Hogan 
 
I will move at the next Limerick Metropolitan Meeting, to agree to nominate the following 
groups with the below amounts out of the General Municipal Allocation : 
 
Children’s Grief Centre                                   €1,000 
St. Gabriel’s Centre                                         €1,000 
Southside Residents Association                 €   500 
Ballinacurra Residents Association             €   500 

 
The motion was proposed by Councillor Hogan and seconded by Councillor Leddin. 
 
14.  Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor J. Collins 
 
I will move at the next Limerick Metropolitan Meeting, to agree to nominate the following 
groups with the below amounts out of the General Municipal Allocation : 
O.N.E. Patrick Sarsfield Branch                  €1,000 
Our Lady of Lourdes Community Bus        €1,000 
Boherbuoy Band                                             €1,000 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Collins and seconded by Councillor O’Hanlon. 
 
The following Notice of Motion was submitted to the Meeting : 
 
Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor M. McCreesh 
 
I will move at the next Limerick Metropolitan Meeting, to agree to nominate the following 
groups with the below amounts out of the General Municipal Allocation : 
 
St. Nessan’s National School, Mungret    €1,000 
Our Lady of Lourdes National School, Greenfields, Rosbrien €1,000 
An Mhodhscoil, O’Connell Avenue     €1,000 
 
The motion was proposed by Councillor McCreesh and seconded by Councillor Keller. 
 
15.  Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor J. Leddin 
 
I will move at the next meeting that Limerick Metropolitan Council consider the 
pedestrianisation of Catherine Street from Glentworth Street to Thomas Street, thus creating a 
viable vibrant core urban space leading to increased footfall. 
 
In proposing the motion Councillor Leddin referred to the need for pedestrianisation of Catherine 
Street on a phased basis.  The pedestrianisation of the streets will create a flow to the city centre 
and allow for the hosting of street festivals. This motion was seconded by Councillor Secas. 
 
REPLY: In 2001, Limerick City Council recognised that investment in urban re- development, under 

a number of urban re-development schemes, needed to be supported by an improved 
public realm and transport system. Following a design competition, the Limerick City 
Centre Remodelling of Streets and Public Spaces programme was adopted by Council in 
2002. This programme proposed a programme of public realm improvements across the 
entire city centre. This strategy still forms the strategic basis for all public realm projects in 
the city. Projects carried out to date include: 

 

 Baker Place 2002 - creation of a new public square close to the railway station. 

 Bedford Row 2006 - pedestrian priority environment adjacent to substantial urban 
renewal projects.  

 William Street and Sarsfield St - Public realm improvements targeted at facilitating 
public transport and pedestrian priority through the primary retail area. Cost - €3.4 
million 

 St. John’s Square - Remodelling of a public square that restricted car movements and 
provided a multi-functional amenity for residents. 

 City Quays - The remodelling of the city's waterfront to create a world class amenity 
along the River Shannon. The project included the construction of extensive 
boardwalk, event spaces and parks that complement a number of private sector mixed- 
use investments in the area.  

 
In 2008, extensive public realm improvements providing a pedestrian focus were carried 
out on Thomas Street and Catherine Street, at a cost of €4.3 million, which has seen the 
development of a cafe quarter within the prime city centre retail area.  
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The Limerick 2030 Economic and Spatial Plan adopted in 2014, endorsed the Limerick City 
Centre Remodelling of Streets and Public Spaces programme and proposed that the entire 
public realm of the city be refurbished, with an initial focus on O'Connell Street, Henry 
Street and Catherine Street.  This became the Great Streets Programme.   

 
Limerick City and County Council working with The National Transport Authority has 
commenced the Transport Strategy for the Metropolitan Area of Limerick-Shannon. The 
Transport Strategy will address all modes of transport (including pedestrian movement) 
and will delineate the functions of the various streets, which in turn will inform the 
ultimate finished design for particular streets.  

 
It is also important to note that the design of these streets is interdependent on one 
another, from identifying desire lines for pedestrians and cyclists through to linkages to 
sites of interest in the city.  Therefore, the continuity in design concept that will emerge is 
important to the successful implementation of the Great Streets Programme. 

 
An application under the Urban Regeneration Development Fund in 2018 to progress the 
Great Streets programme was unsuccessful, however the application itself received very 
positive feedback from the adjudication panel.  The panel was cognisant of the Transport 
Strategy and advised that it should inform the next phases of the Great Streets 
Programme. 

 
The Council will continue to explore all funding opportunities (including the URDF) to 
support the Great Streets Programme, which will include proposals for the upgrading of 
Catherine Street.   

 
16.  Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor K. O’Hanlon 
 
I will move at the next meeting that the Council prepare a report to enhance the area at 
Cathedral Place at the statue of Patrick Sarsfield. Additional lighting, history displays, flower 
arrangements and general cleaning should be considered. 
 
Members discussed this Notice of Motion and referred to the Notice of Motion submitted by 
Councillor Gilligan at the March Meeting of the Metropolitan District.  The Director, Service 
Operations confirmed that the Motion was valid and if adopted would be issued to the relevant 
department.  
 
The motion was then proposed by Councillor O’Hanlon and seconded by Councillor O’Dea. 
 
17.  Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor K. O’Hanlon (to be referred to the 

Environment Strategic Policy Committee) 
 
I will move at the next meeting that the Council consider installing a network of drinking 
fountains in appropriate locations to cut the number of plastic bottles used. 
 
It was agreed that this Notice of Motion be referred to the Environment Strategic Policy 
Committee. 
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This concluded the Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: _____________________________  
  MAYOR 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated:   ______________________________ 


