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Welcome to the Georgian
Neighbourhood ... not just a place
- it’s Limerick’s newest concept
for living and working.
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Introduction

The Georgian Neighbourhood
Limerick’s Georgian Quarter- known
as Newtown Pery - was built in the late
18th and early 19th century, to a grid
plan of equal rectangular blocks and of
a distinctive architectural unity which
still defines the city centre to this day.
Economic decline in the 19th century and
subsequent lack of investment coupled
with the trend toward suburban living left
the Georgian Heritage compromised and
caused the loss of the character of its
historic neighbourhood. Today, over 200
years later, the area is seeing a renaissance
as “Georgian Neighbourhood-Limerick.”

have high levels of vacancy - Limerick City
is uniquely poised to accommodate the
return of city living.
An historic and successful mode of urban
development, the template of Georgianstyle living is being reinvented by a new
generation.
Supported by the strong vision of Limerick
City & County Council’s Urban Innovation
Department, and underpinned by the
Living City Initiative Scheme, there has
been increasing uptake of these properties
in recent times. Private residents,

People are waking up to the value inherent in these buildings, both in
terms of heritage, and in terms of the possibilities they hold for the future.
Limerick City has seen a significant
amount of growth over the past few years,
with rises in employment and population.
This growth is increasingly concentrated
in the city centre. With its existing stock of
Georgian era buildings - many of which

commercial operators, and property
developers are all grasping the potential
here, proving that with some shrewdness,
creativity, and ultimately enthusiasm,
the opportunities offered by Limerick’s
Georgian Quarter can be fully realised.

Why invest in

Georgian Limerick?
A. INNOVATION
A number of innovations are being
spearheaded in the Georgian
Neighbourhood. As well as being a great
place to live, the Neighbourhood also
introduces residents to new modes of
urban living. As a test-bed for innovation,
residents and stakeholders can take on an
active role in developing the services and
models for living that make life easier and
more efficient for them.
Urban Innovation has begun this process
with a number of projects, including
Smart-Aging Homes and Co-living
Homes, refurbishing historic buildings
to accommodate modern living. Other
urban services earmarked for the

Georgian Neighbourhood include car
sharing and community hubs, where
services (e.g. laundry) can be shared for
residents within the block.
Energy efficiency and sustainability are
at the heart of Georgian Neighbourhood
revitalisation. By creating energy efficient
power grids and smarter solutions for
amenities such as home heating, this
revitalisation will have longevity, as well
as a positive impact on environmental
targets. This focus on energy efficiency
in tandem with a range of other
innovations in this concentrated area
fosters an holistic approach to change;
the Georgian Neighbourhood is not just a
place - it’s a new way of living.

The Georgian Neighbourhood is not just a place
- it’s a new way of living and working.
Model Maker of
Whetton & Grosch
puts the finishing
touches on a
scaled model of
Georgian Limerick

5

6

Georgian Neighbourhood Limerick

Georgian Neighbourhood Limerick

7

Why invest in

Georgian Limerick?
B. THE VALUE OF HISTORY

CASE STUDY: NO. 6 PERY SQUARE

Limerick’s Georgian Quarter is one of
the most intact historic Georgian city
centres and includes some of the finest
examples of Georgian architecture in the
country. The historic Georgian Quarter is
one of Limerick’s greatest assets and its
preservation ensures Limerick’s distinct
heritage and character. The best way
to guarantee its survival is to retain and
preserve as much of its original fabric
as possible, and to adapt it to modern
needs. This will also ensure its continued
inhabitation and care. When looking at
the Georgian Neighbourhood of today,
and the new innovations taking place, it’s
important to note the inherent value of the
history, culture, and heritage embedded in
these buildings, and why that is something
worth - not just preserving - but
transforming and giving new life.

Currently, John and Damien are
spearheading not one, but two
developments in the Georgian Quarter.
The first is a personal project. He and
his partner Damien are undertaking a
refurbishment of a 4 story over basement
Georgian townhouse, located at no. 6
Pery Square. The intention is that, when
completed, the house will become a
home for both of them, incorporating
contemporary elements and mod cons,
while respecting the historic character
of the house. In addition to this, the
property will also feature an office space
on its ground floor - an addition which
reflects how many of these buildings were
originally split between commercial and
residential use.
A project of some scale, John has
commented on the intrinsic value of
Georgian buildings beyond the obvious.

For John and Damien, the refurbishment
of no. 6 is about much more than
simply finding a place to live, it’s about
the stories these buildings tell about
our past, our collective responsibility
to honour and build upon our shared
heritage, and to reimagine how this
might look in the future.
John and Damien took advantage of the
Living Cities Initiative Scheme to get this
project off the ground, and are working
with their architects to bring it to life.

“This is an historic building
so it doesn’t really belong
to us, it belongs to future
generations.
There are some people
who love historic buildings
and there are some people
who are intimidated by
the task of that, but the
counterbalance for us is
that sense of history and
being able to share that.
That’s something I think
you can’t recreate.”
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Why invest in

Georgian Limerick?
C. CITY CENTRE LIVING
In recent years, across Ireland and
elsewhere, living trends have changed.
With traffic congestion, long commutes,
and feelings of isolation, new
developments have been increasingly
concentrated in cities - rather than in
suburban or industrial areas. Furthermore,
people are seeing the benefit of living and
working within a more compact area. The
benefits include
• Shorter commutes
• No need for a car
• Proximity of amenities
• Close-knit community
• Diversity and inclusivity
• Culture and recreation
Georgian Limerick was at one point
considered the pinnacle of urban living.
Now, people are returning to that model,
and reimagining it for a new generation.

CASE STUDY:
FAMILY LIVING IN THE CITY CENTRE
An architect with Limerick City & County
Council, Maria has lived in a Georgian-era
house on Wolfe Tone street since 2012.
Originally the premises of an architecture
practice shared with her husband, Maria
believed the property had real potential
to become a home to her and her family
(including two young children). With the
kitchen located in the large basement, the
addition of a mud-room and a number of
contemporary design elements, the house
is a demonstration of how space can be
utilised creatively in Georgian buildings.
However, more than an intriguing design
challenge, Maria cites the benefits of
city centre living as the main factor in
her decision to locate there. The ease of
walking or cycling to work, the proximity
of schools and recreational facilities, and
the strong community of diverse residents
all make Limerick’s Georgian Quarter a
desirable place to live.

“Certainly our quality of life
here has escalated far more
than I could have thought
when we lived on the edge
of the suburbs. We haven’t
compromised anything.
We’ve gained, and I think
we’ve won. It’s the best move
we ever made.”

D. BUSINESS IN THE GEORGIAN
NEIGHBOURHOOD
As well as a residential area, the Georgian
Neighbourhood also has a significant
commercial element. After all, when people
live in an area they produce a demand for
amenities, retail outlets, and recreation.

CASE STUDY:
CANTEEN, 26 CATHERINE ST
A passion project for Paul Williams,
Limerick’s Canteen has become one of
the Georgian Quarter’s most popular
cafes. Originally located on Mallow Street,
Canteen is now housed in a bigger space
on Catherine Street.
The original Georgian building was
refurbished to accommodate a kitchen
and an area for diners, and while the
bones of the building have been kept, the
cafe has a striking sense of space, light,
and modernity.
People are seeing the real benefit of living
in the city. They’re vibrant places to live.
Paul has said that the locals of the
Catherine Street area are what drives
his business - both as customers and
as collaborators, and that the energetic,
rejuvenated “vibe” of Limerick’s city
centre makes a big difference.

Georgian buildings are not just for living
in, they also present exciting opportunities
for retailers and entrepreneurs to create a
space with a difference. These buildings are
well-suited to being adapted for different
needs, and the success of businesses within
the area already shows that the Georgian
Neighbourhood is a fertile ground for
development.

CASE STUDY:
COMMERCIAL BAR,
46-47 CATHERINE ST
Similarly, Rocky O’Shea, proprietor of
the Commercial Bar across the road,
has cited the strong community spirit as
being instrumental to his business.
With a number of new bars opened in
Limerick, the Commercial’s success
is symptomatic of the booming
nightlife scene in the city, with the
characteristically spacious and quirky
buildings of Limerick’s Georgian Quarter
making for some of the city’s most
fashionable nightspots.

“The support we got when
we set up here was just
amazing.”
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How the Council

Can Help

THE URBAN INNOVATION DEPARTMENT
The Urban Innovation Department is an
arm of Limerick City & County Council
which is spearheading a number of
innovative new projects within Limerick’s
urban area. The Georgian Neighbourhood
Limerick is the first such project.
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU
For anyone considering renovating/
refurbishing a Georgian building, we have
a number of measures in place to make
this process easier. We offer:
• One-stop-shops, where we bring
together Council officials (conservation
officers, fire officers, area planners,
architects etc.) to review your property
and offer advice.

• Matchmaking, where we match willing
property owners with interested
developers who can bring financial
viability to their plans for upgrading
buildings.
• Grants and incentive schemes, including
the Living Cities Initiative Scheme which
provides various tax breaks on the costs
of refurbishment.
To contact the Urban Innovation
Department, or book into one of our
frequently run one-stop-shops or clinics,
visit www.limerick.ie/council/services/
business-and-economy/urban-innovation,
or Google “Urban Innovation Limerick”.
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