
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AT SPECIAL MEETING OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF 
ADARE-RATHKEALE HELD IN ÁRAS SEÁN FINN, NEW LINE ROAD, RATHKEALE, CO. 
LIMERICK ON WEDNESDAY, 30TH JANUARY, 2019 AT 9.00 A.M. 
 
PRESENT IN THE CHAIR:  Councillor A. Teskey, An Cathaoirleach. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Councillors Keary, McMahon, O’Brien, O’Donoghue and Sheahan. 
 
OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Director, National and Regional Shared Services Centre (Ms. C. Curley), Meetings 
Administrator (Ms. K. Butler), A/Senior Executive Engineer, Service Operations West 
Division (Mr. K. Murphy), Director, Physical Development Directorate (Mr. B. Kennedy), 
Senior Executive Engineer, Mid West National Road Design Office (Mr. G. Carey), Senior 
Executive Engineer, Mid West National Road Design Office (Mr. D. Leahy) Senior 
Engineer, Mid West National Road Design Office (Mr. T. Fitzgerald), Clerical Officer (Ms. 
L. Harnett).  
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Mr. Seamus Mac Gearailt, Consultant Engineer, Roughan and O’Donovan. 
 
 
 
1. Update Progress Report on Adare Bypass 
 
The Senior Executive Engineer, Mid West National Road Design Office ( Mr. D. Leahy) 
provided Members with an update in relation to the Foynes to Limerick Road Scheme 
(including Adare Bypass).  Minor adjustments are still being made to the final design for 
34km’s of new road and a planning application is expected to be lodged with An Bord 
Pleanála between April and June this year.  Following approval from An Bord Pleanála an 
oral hearing will take place in the Autumn.  The planning process is likely to take 
approximately 3 years and the construction process a further 3 years, approximately. 
 
Following discussion, Members expressed their concerns in relation to the location of 
the proposed interchange for Adare and also felt there should be a super interchange to 
incorporate an exit for the M20 east of Monearly Bridge.  Mr Mac Gearailt advised 
Members three locations were considered in the vicinity of the current Adare Junction 
and the best location was selected.   
Councillor Keary requested an update on the results of the Economic Assessment which 
was sought in January 2018, however, this was only reported to a meeting of party 
leaders.   
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2. To Discuss Junctions at the N20 
 
The Senior Executive Engineer, Mid West National Road Design Office (Mr. G. Carey) 

provided Members with an update on the pavement improvement scheme on the N20 

which includes works at Ballyphilip Junction. The Member were advised that following 

consultations with local landowners an overrun area and cut back of hedges to improve 

sight lines is being added to the works at the Junction. Landowners still have concerns in 

relation to the height of the kerbing.  The height of the kerbing is under consideration 

but it is unlikely to change, due to safety concerns, and the proposed kerb height of 

75mm is expected to remain.  

 
3. Update Progress Report on Croom Link Road 
 
The Director, Physical Development Directorate provided Members with an update in 
relation to the Croom Link Road.  The Director informed Members the detailed design 
for phase one has been completed and funding has been secured.  The project will be 
going to tender in March and work is hoped to commence on phase one during the 
Summer.   
 
Following discussion, Members expressed concerns in relation to traffic congestion in 
the town during the construction period and felt the project should not have been done 
in two phases.   The Director advised Members an updated report of the scheme would 
be provided in a few months again.  
 
Councillor Teskey proposed a four minute adjournment with his fellow Councillors, this 
was seconded by Councillor McMahon. 
 
On resumption of the Meeting Councillor Keary proposed an in committee workshop be 

arranged for a briefing on the results of the Economic Assessment, this was seconded by 

Councillor Teskey.  It was agreed to hold the Workshop on the 7th February, 2019 at 9.00 

a.m. 

 

Councillor Sheahan proposed Standing Orders should be suspended to add AOB to the 
Agenda.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor Keary.   
 
Director Curley advised the meeting that Standing Orders for Special meetings were very 
clear and only the items on the agenda could be discussed at the meeting.   The Chair 
agreed to allow AOB. 
 
Councillor Sheahan proposed the District write to the secretary of the nurses strike 
committee to lend full support in their strike to provide adequate staff service and pay.  
This was seconded by Councillor McMahon.  The Director informed Councillors that the 
members could only pass resolutions based on delegated functions to the District.  As a 
result their proposal would have to be submitted to a full Council meeting for approval.  
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She also advised that a similar proposal had already been passed by the Council at its 
January meeting.   
 
The members were displeased with this information and agreed each would discuss the 
matter with individual Party Leaders. 
 
The Members acknowledged that they had no role in staffing matters but expressed 
their disappointment in relation to the impending departure of the A/Senior Executive 
Engineer, Kevin Murphy.   They praised Mr. Murphy for his dedication and work. 
 
Councillor Teskey proposed that this transfer, along with the changes to the Municipal 
District and Operational Areas would be extended to the 24th of May to coincide with 
the new elected Councillors.  This was seconded by Councillor Keary.   
 
The Director advised Members she would bring their concerns back to the Chief 
Executive, however, she reminded the members that they had previously requested that 
operational areas be brought in line with District areas and that the turn over in staff in 
the District be contained. Director Curley while acknowledging that staff changes will 
always happen the appointment of a permanent Senior Executive Engineer should mean 
less staff movement. 
 
 
This concluded the Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Signed: _________________________ 
   Cathaoirleach 
 
 
Dated:  _________________________ 


