
 

 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AT MEETING OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF ADARE-
RATHKEALE HELD IN ÁRAS SEÁN FINN, NEW LINE ROAD, RATHKEALE, CO. LIMERICK ON 
TUESDAY, 8TH JANUARY, 2019 AT 9.00 A.M. 
 
PRESENT IN THE CHAIR:  Councillor A. Teskey, An Cathaoirleach. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Councillors Keary, O’Brien, O’Donoghue and Sheahan. 
 
OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Director, National and Regional Shared Services Centre (Ms. C. Curley), Meetings 
Administrator (Ms. K. Butler), A/Senior Executive Engineer, Service Operations West 
Division (Mr. K. Murphy), Executive Engineer, Mid West Road Design Office (Ms. D. 
Clarke), Clerical Officer (Ms. L. Harnett).  
 
APOLOGIES: 
 
Councillor McMahon. 
 
 
At the outset of the Meeting, the Cathaoirleach welcomed everyone and wished all a 
Happy New Year. 
 
With the consent of the Cathaoirleach, Councillor O’Donoghue requested a three minute 
adjournment to speak with his fellow Councillors.  On the resumption of the Meeting it 
was agreed by all Members the General Municipal Allocation (GMA) 2019 would be fully 
discretionary to the Councillors and the full amount of €225,000 would be allocated 
under Tourism Development Recreation & Amenity. 
 
 
1. Adoption of Minutes 
 
Circulated, copy of draft Minutes of Meeting of the Municipal District of Adare-Rathkeale 
held on 18th December, 2018. 
 
Proposed by Councillor O’Brien; 
Seconded by Councillor O’Donoghue; 
And Resolved:  
 
“That the draft Minutes, as circulated, be taken as read, adopted and signed”. 
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2. Operations & Maintenance Services 
  
 Footpath from Kildimo to the Beer Garden Public House 
 
Circulated, report of the Director of Service, Physical Development Directorate, dated 7th 
January, 2019 setting out an update in relation to the proposed works to be carried out 
on the footpath from Kildimo to the Beer Garden Public House.   
 
Members expressed their disappointment at the length of time spent on this project and 
felt a compulsory purchase order (CPO) should now be progressed in order to bring the 
matter to a conclusion.   
  
 
3. Physical Development Directorate 
 
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Deirdre Clarke, Executive Engineer, Mid West Road Design 
Office to the Meeting.   The Executive Engineer gave Members an update on the N21 
Reens Pike junction and parking issues at Coolanoran.  She advised funding for a right turn 
lane was approved for 2019 and minor works to include kerbing, signage and hedge 
clearing to define the junction better.  Members expressed disappointment that public 
lighting was not included in these works and requested a copy of the report from the TII 
on their findings for this junction to be furnished. 
In relation to Coolanoran, the Executive Engineer informed Members skid resistance 
surface works were carried out during the Summer and following a site visit a provision 
for parking measures is being considered.  Councillor Teskey requested the Road Design 
Office liaise with the owners of the Applegreen Petrol Station with a view to opening up 
the green field site beside their premises for parking. 
 
Members thanked the Executive Engineer for the update. 
 
 
4. General Municipal Allocation (GMA) 2018 
 
It was noted that no new allocations under the GMA 2018 had been circulated to the 
Meetings Administrator. 
 
 
5. Service Operations Directorate – Planning and Environment 
 
 Update on Taking-In-Charge of An Curran, Pallaskenry 
 
Circulated, report of the A/Senior Executive Engineer, Service Operations West, dated 
3rd January, 2019 setting out an update in relation to the taking in charge of An Curran, 
Pallaskenry.  The report was noted by Members. 
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6. Operations and Maintenance Services  
 
 Drainage Issues in Courtmatrix 
 
Circulated, report of the A/Senior Executive Engineer, Service Operations West Division, 
dated 3rd January, 2019 giving an update in relation to proposals to address the drainage 
issues at Courtmatrix.  The report was noted by Members. 
 
 
7. Flooding Issues in Askeaton 
 
Circulated, report of the A/Senior Executive Engineer, Service Operations West Division, 
dated 3rd January, 2019 giving an update in relation to proposals to address the flooding 
issues in Askeaton.  The report was noted by Members. 
 
 
8. Flooding Issues in Foynes 
 
Circulated, report of the A/Senior Executive Engineer, Service Operations West Division, 
dated 3rd January, 2019 giving an update in relation to the flooding issues in Foynes.  The 
report was noted by Members.  The A/Senior Executive Engineer informed Members he 
had seen a copy of the decision for the proposal to install storage for fire fighting, 
however, there was no mention of decommissioning the lake in the report.   
 
 

QUESTIONS 
 
9. Question submitted by Councillor A. Teskey 
 

I will ask at the next meeting how many people were found to be in breach of this 
districts littering offence law during the month of December 2018. 
 
REPLY: No spot fines were issued in December 2018.   

Five cases of illegal dumping were recorded during the month; however, 
no evidence has been recovered in relation to these incidents to date.  
During 2018, 11 sot fines were issued in the District.  The total number of 
spot fines issued in the City / County in 2018 was 448. 
 

Councillor Teskey expressed his dismay there were no spot fines issued in 

Rathkeale over the Christmas period considering the amount of rubbish that was 

thrown on the streets around the town.  He requested a member of staff from 

Litter Control along with Inspector Deasy attend the February Meeting to discuss.  

Councillor Keary requested Túsla attend a Meeting to discuss the problem of 

children between the ages of 7 and 13 years old who are causing trouble around 
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the town in the evening and also suggested Pavee Point attend if they are willing 

to do so.   

 

10. Question submitted by Councillor A. Teskey 

I will ask at the next meeting for an update on my motion that was passed in 
relation to establishing a pedestrian bridge along the Christopher Lynch bridge in 
Rathkeale. 
 
REPLY: The installation of a pedestrian footbridge, adjacent to the existing 

roadbridge (Christopher Lynch Bridge) can be considered, however, no 
funding has been identified or provided for this in the current capital 
plan. 

 Consideration could be given by the Municipal Council of Adare-
Rathkeale to assigning a portion of the 2019 General Municipal District 
Allocation budget for the District to look at a feasibility study for this 
bridge.  If the study concludes that the provision of a bridge is feasible, 
then an application for funding could be made under the Town and 
Village Renewal Scheme, administered by the Department of Rural and 
Community Development, or the Rural Regeneration and Development 
Fund (RRDF), to provide the Bridge. 

 
 
 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
 

11. Notice of motion received from Councillor A. Teskey 
 

I will move at the next meeting, that this Local Authority establish loading bays for 

commercial vehicles in Rathkeale town. 

The Motion was proposed by Councillor Teskey and seconded by Councillor Keary.   
In proposing the Motion, Councillor Teskey requested the Local Authority carry out an 
audit in the town stating where the loading bays are needed. 
 
REPLY: Physical Development Directorate is currently looking at the powers of the 

Council relating to the prohitition or restriction of parking in specific areas 
of Rathkeale town.  The issue of loading/unloading bays can be facilitated 
within this review. 

 We will continue to liaise with the District in developing solutions. 
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12. Notice of motion received from Councillor A. Teskey 
 
I will move at the next meeting that this Local Authority consider applying a 
compulsory purchase order to the vacant housing estate on the Ballywilliam Road in 
Rathkeale. 
 
The Motion was proposed by Councillor Teskey and seconded by Councillor Keary. 
In proposing the Motion, Councillor Teskey requested the Ballywilliam Estate should be 
added as a re-occurring item on the Agenda.  Following disucssion Members agreed the 
Director of the Social Development Directorate should attend the February Monthly 
Meeting and a report outlining the cost involved to rehabilitate all thirty derelict houses 
be presented to the Members.  Members also requested a full list of the owners of the 
properties be made available. 
 
REPLY: I wish to confirm that this property is one of the sites in the 

Adare/Rathkeale Municipal District that the Council are currently seeking 
to resolve using the provisions available to it under the Planning & 
Development Act 2000, as amended, the Housing Act 1966 and the 
Derelict Sites Act 1990.  

 
 
13. A.O.B 

 Councillor O’Brien raised the issue of unfinished work on an old drain outside the 
old Church in Kildimo and requested the A/Senior Executive Engineer liaise with 
Irish Water to provide an update. 

 

 Councillor Sheahan requested the Slí na Sláinte walking route be added to the 
Agenda for the February Monthly Meeting. 
 

 Councillor Keary requested an update for Marine Cove, Foynes and asked that it 
be added to the Agenda as re-occurring item and updates provided each month 
until the estate is taken in charge. 
 

 Councillor O’Donoghue proposed a member of the Road Design Team and the 
Director of the Service Operations Directorate attend the February Monthly 
Meeting to clarify information received on both schemes at Rourke’s Cross and 
the Lantern Lodge roundabout.  This was seconded by Councillor Sheahan. 
 

 Councillor Teskey requested this District write to Foróige in Rathkeale to thank 
them for engaging youths with their service over the Christmas period. 
 

 Councillor Keary requested information on prosecutions and pending 
prosecutions for illegally parked caravans in Rathkeale town over Christmas. 
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 Councillor Sheahan informed Members that Irish Water are currently drawing up 
plans for a new sewerage treatment plant in Askeaton.  He requested Irish Water 
attend a Monthly Meeting to brief Councillors on the site location.  Councillor 
O’Brien welcomed the plans and felt Foynes should be included in conjunction 
with Askeaton.   
 

 Councillor Keary also welcomed plans for a new treatment plant in Askeaton and 
proposed the District write to Minister Michael Ring to provide funding for the 
construction of one waste water treatment plant per year for towns and villages 
in the District.   
 

 The Meetings Administator informed Members Ray O’Driscoll from Shannon 
Group had scheduled a meeting with Members for Tuesday 22nd January, 2019 at 
11.00 a.m. in Rathkeale. 
 

 
This concluded the Meeting. 
 
 
 
Signed: _________________________ 
   Cathaoirleach 
 
 
 
Dated:  _________________________ 


