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Entitlement to Health Services — 21st to 23rd December 2018 - Clonakilty

Conference Notes and Discussion Points

Overview and discussion on the entitlement to health services, based on residency and
means, rather than on the payment of tax or pay-related social insurance (PRSI).

Points discussed: Any person, regardless of nationality, who is accepted by the Health
Service Executive (HSE) as being ordinarily resident in Ireland has eligibility to health
services. You are ordinarily resident if you are living in Ireland and have lived here, or
intend to live here, for at least one year.

Some categories of people are entitled to medical cards under EU rules.

People who come to live, work or study in Ireland for a longer period or who retire to
Ireland are likely to be regarded as living here (ordinarily resident is the legal term) and to
come under the rules as described in Entitlement to health services and medical cards.

Other visitors to Ireland are not entitled to avail of free or subsidised public health
services except in cases of hardship. In general, if they have to use health services, they
must pay the full economic cost of those services.

Medical card holders

If you have a medical card, you are entitled to:

° Free GP services

o Prescribed drugs and medicines, subject to a charge for each item prescribed
° Public hospital services

° Dental, optical and aural services

© Maternity and infant care services

° Community care and personal social services

Non-medical card holders

If you do not have a medical card, you are entitled to free public hospital services but you
may have to pay inpatient and out-patient hospital charges. If you use accident and
emergency services without being referred there by a GP, there is a charge of €100. There
is no charge if you are referred by a GP (bring your referral letter with you) or for certain

groups listed below.
The charge applies to the following public facilities:
° Emergency departments

® Accident and emergency departments



o Casualty departments

° Minor injury units

e Urgent care centres

° Local injury units

° Any other facility providing similar services

Discussion on general health services

There are certain general health services that are available to people on the basis of their
need or health status rather than on whether they have a medical card or not.

Some examples:

o People who qualify for the Long Term lllness Scheme are entitled to get the drugs
and medicines for the treatment of that illness free of charge

The medical conditions that qualify under the Long Term lliness Scheme are:

° Intellectual disability
° Mental iliness (for people under 16 only)
° Diabetes insipidus

Presentation on establishing ordinary residency

If you are coming to live in Ireland or returning here to live, you must satisfy the Health
Service Executive (HSE) that you are "ordinarily resident" — that you are living in Ireland and
intend to live here for at least one year.

Presentation and discussion on EU citizens

You may qualify for a medical card under EU rules if you are ordinarily resident in Ireland
and you are getting a social security pension from another EU/EEA country or Switzerland,
or if you are working and paying social insurance in one of these countries.

You must not be subject to Irish social security legislation. This means that you must not be
in receipt of a

contributory Irish social welfare payment or be working in Ireland and be liable to pay PRSI.

Denegan



