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        Date: 4 January, 2019. 

 
 

To the Mayor and Each Member of Limerick City and County Council 
 

Chairperson’s Report for the Environment Strategic Policy Committee Meeting  
of 10 December, 2018. 

 
Item 1: Minutes of Environment SPC Meeting held on 22 October, 2018 
 
The Minutes of the meeting of the Environment SPC held on 22 October, 2018 were 
proposed by Cllr. Hurley, seconded by Cllr. Mc Creesh and unanimously adopted. 
 
Item 2:  Presentation on Pilot Pollinator Action Areas – Ms. Anne Goggin 
 
Ms. Goggin made a presentation to the Committee outlining efforts made by Limerick City 
and County Council to implement elements of the All Ireland Pollinator Plan 2015 to 2020 
on a pilot basis.  It is a joint initiative between the Physical Development directorate and the 
Parks Department. 
 
Three sites have been identified – Corbally Meadows; Childers Road (near the Weighbridge); 
College Park, Corbally – and 2018 was the first year of the pilot.   All sites were audited and 
the range of species present recorded.  All three sites were seeded with wild flower seed 
mixes and managed over the growing season.  Ms Goggin said that it is intended to erect 
signage in 2019 to raise awareness of the pilot project.    
 
The Members welcomed the initiative, and looked forward to its continuation in 2019. 
 
Item 3 and 5: Notices of Motion submitted by Councillor E. Hogan 
 
“I will move at the next meeting that Limerick City and County Council consider upgrading 

the waste litter offering in the Metropolitan Area to provide an option for recycling in the 

Litter Bins.” 

 

“I will call on Limerick City and County Council to place Recycle Bins at strategic points 
throughout the city for recycling plastic bottles.” 
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At the suggestion of the Chair, items 3 and 5 - Notices of Motion submitted by Cllr. Hogan 
were heard together. 
 
In proposing the Motions, Cllr. Hogan referred to food plastic wrappers and suggested 
replacing the plastic with paper wraps which can be composted and more environmentally 
friendly.  She also referred to the plastic bag levy and how people had adapted to this by 
carrying the ‘bag for life’, Cllr. Hogan stated that there was a need to generate more 
awareness of recycling, and to provide suitable facilities for same.  The Members supported 
the Motion. 
 
In response, the Director of Service advised that Limerick City and County Council has 
commenced replacing all street bins in the City and its Environs (Castletroy & Dooradoyle) in 
the current year and is currently in the process of completing this.  The new smart bins contain 
a sensor that alerts collection teams when the bins are full.  He also advised that the Council 
provides plastic bottle recycling at its Civic Amenity Centres in Kilmallock, Mungret, Newcastle 
West and Park Road on a year round basis for a minimal fee  He agreed to undertake a study 
to establish the cost and resource requirements of providing segregated litter bins, and will 
report back to the Environment Strategic Policy Committee on the outcome of the study to 
advise on the cost of same. 
 
Cllr. Hogan thanked the Director for his response. 
 
Item 4: Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor E. Hogan 
 
“I will move at the next Meeting, given the fact that Irish Water has indicated that it may 

need to curtail the water supply in parts of the country next week, that this Council write 

to Irish Water requesting that it address the various longstanding leaks in the City and 

County, particularly the leaks in Islanduane, Mungret.” 

 
In proposing the Motion, Cllr. Hogan acknowledged that Irish Water had carried out works 
in the Islanduane, Mungret area to repair leaks.  She called on Irish Water to include rural 
areas in priority works for leak repairs. 
 
In response the Director of Service confirmed that Irish Water’s contractor commenced 
works at Islanduane, Mungret week commencing 12, November, 2018.  This work included 
the laying of 750m of new pipe.  He confirmed that pipe laying work should be completed 
by mid-December.  He confirmed that the line will come into service in the New Year. 
 
Cllr. Hogan welcomed works carried out, and thanked the Director for his response. 
 
Item 6: Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor J. Loftus 
 
“I will move at the next Meeting that the Council would immediately begin an assessment 

of its recycling within all Council facilities and move to end the use of all single-use plastics 

within Council Departments.” 
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In proposing the Motion, Cllr Loftus gave several examples of environmental sustainability 
and of how recycling can be implemented, but noted that he still frequently saw examples 
of cross-contamination of recyclables.  He called on the Council to lead by example by 
reviewing its recycling practices. 
 
In a written response the Director advised that dedicated recycling receptacles are in situ in 
Council offices, which cater for the following types of materials: Office Paper, Newspapers, 
Cardboard, Batteries, Glass, and Waste Printer Toner.  In addition, separate bins are 
available on each floor level for the separation and disposal for compostable and non-
compostable residual waste. 
 
He confirmed that the Council has this year undertaken staff awareness initiatives in 
relation to correct waste management.   
 
The Council’s Procurement Policy commits the Council to take account of environmental 
considerations, where appropriate, when conducting procurement, in accordance with 
Government Policy eg Green Procurement – Guidance for the Public Sector (EPA, 2015). 
The Acting Senior Executive Officer stated that the recent policy recommended by the 
Council on the minimisation of the use of one-off plastics as an example of this.   
 
The Director of Service advised the Members that the Council has recently agreed to 
participate in a Roads Management Office programme that would see all public lighting 
heads switched to LED lighting.  He referenced the recent MyWaste.ie initiative by the 
Southern Regional Waste Management Office, which promotes a better understanding of 
waste management practices, and said that the Council would work with the SRWMO to 
promote sustainability. 
 
Cllr. Loftus thanked the Director for his response. 
 
 
 
Is mise le meas, 
 
 
Jerome Scanlan 
_______________________________________________      
Chairperson of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee 

 


