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Biographical History: 

The Spring Rices of Mount Trenchard were descended from Sir Stephen Rice, Chief Baron of the Exchequer in 1687. The family owned property in Kerry (the Castlemaine Estate and Ballycrispin) but the main family seat was at Mount Trenchard, county Limerick,  near Foynes, where the family held around 6,500 acres, granted by a charter of James 1st on 20 June 1612, to Francis Trenchard.

Thomas Spring Rice (1790-1866) was the most prominent family member in whose memory a monument is erected in the People’s Park Limerick.  He was the eldest son of Stephen Edward Rice of Mount Trenchard, county Limerick and Catherine Spring from Ballycrispin, County Kerry. He was raised to the peerage as first Baron Monteagle of Brandon in 1839, and prior to this was under Secretary at the Home Department in 1827, Secretary to the Treasury 1830-1834, Colonial Secretary 1834 and was Chancellor of the Exchequer just as Ireland was on the brink of the famine from 1835-1839.   He was elected as MP for Limerick in 1820 and later for Cambridge in 1832 and was noted for his enlightened policy on assisted emigration and estate improvement works to alleviate distress. His first marriage was to Theodesia, (1787-1839) daughter of Edmund Pery, 1st Earl of Limerick Pery thus copper fastening a strong political link to one of the most powerful local Limerick families.  They had five sons and three daughters. Their eldest son Stephen Edmund (1814-1865)- was heavily involved in estate administration until his death in 1865, (a year before his father’s in 1886). Stephen Edmund’s son therefore,- Thomas Spring Rice succeeded his grandfather as second Baron Monteagle.  The second baron was also very involved- with his guardian Octavius Knox, in estate administration. In 1936 The Monteagle Estate Company purchased the estate subject to the liabilities there on which became payable on the death of the third Lord (the first life tenant). A.H. Little was estate secretary during this time.  

The first part of the collection is rooted in property containing deeds relating to the acquisition and disposal of the estate in Limerick.  This part of the collection mainly relates to Thomas- the first Baron Monteagle, to his father Stephen Edward Rice, to the second Baron (Thomas Spring Rice, 1849-1926), and the third Baron (Thomas Aubrey Rice 1833-1934) This material also relates to the wider family as they were parties to the marriage settlements, agreements, and the settlement of estates. It also contains a great deal of correspondence relating to routine estate management, estate maintenance, dealings with tenants, purchases and staff including material relating to estate finance -including a large series of general estate ledgers, divided into separate accounts, for a wide variety of estate and house management, including wages, repairs to tenants houses, improvements, subscriptions to charity, bad debts, capital, dividends, furniture, interests, investments, ‘Lady Monteagle’, the Fishery,  and the water works.  This part of the collection also contains a large series of rentals and valuations ledgers including lists of tenants names, and details of rents including arrears. 

Under the section ‘estate maintenance’ the collection holds some very significant material illustrating Baron Monteagle and his son’s approach to dealing with the famine, in practical application on their estate. During this time Lord Monteagle introduced estate improvement works and the collection includes signed wages sheets listing payments for drainage work, Returns relating to expenditure on fence mending and a Return of women and boys footing Lord Monteagles turf, (See  P14/124). It also contains allowances to tenants against improvement works such as draining, allowances for potato losses (P14/105, P1/106) and allowances towards emigration and giving up holdings. 

This part of the collection also includes a large volume of legal material relating to tenants; many of the leases include hand drawn maps of the holdings described. This material provides an insight into the legal aspects of tenant and estate management and reflects the national land struggle as it includes material relating to the fixing of fair rents with tenants under the Land Law (Ireland) Act 1903, and the sale of land to tenants. (P14/110). In this the collection reflects the national reality where control of the land was undergoing a process of transfer to tenants; the collection also includes some notices to quit, and complaints from tenants on the lack of sanitary facilities in the majority of tenants houses. ‘I greatly fear for the health of my young children sleeping under such unhygienic conditions.   …. I most respectfully request your Lordship to cause additional accommodation to be provided for us, either by way of addition to hut, new house, or otherwise’ (letter from John Madigan to Lord Monteagle, (P14/115,7 June 1928, 1p). This part of the collection also holds material relating to the Salmon Fishery at Foynes.
Although the collection contains very little of a personal or family or political nature, the Monteagles had a strong influence on the development of Foynes and the second major part of the collection deals with the Monteagle Estate and Foynes, containing significant  material on the development of a modern water and sewerage system for Foynes. This illustrates the increasing power and role of the state and local authorities in the provision of housing and sanitary services gradually replacing that of the landlord.  This part of the collection reflects the Monteagle attempts to promote local industry including a sawmill, a flourmill, involvement in Foynes Harbour Commissioners, a proposed cement factory, an ice storage facility and prospecting for minerals.  This section also includes material relating to damage to the estate during the Civil War.
The next three sections are smaller and contains legal material relating to title to the  estate in Kerry where the family held 2,300 acres in Ballycrispin in the Barony of Trughenackmy, including leases to tenants, other property transactions to which the family were parties, and  a small section on family legal matters .  

The sixth section contains maps including a hand coloured map of Durnish, county Limerick, and an 1850 map of Killeenafinnane, county Kerry, surveyed by F.  Malcolmson.

The collection is a very significant one as it provides a detailed insight into the administration of a county Limerick estate, especially through the nineteenth century, including details of tenants, local rents, the machinery of rent collection, estate administration and costs and in the latter part of the collection the decline of the estate and the rise of local government.
· Thomas Spring Rice 1st Baron Monteagle of Brandon ( 1790-1866)

· Thomas Spring Rice, 2nd Baron Monteagle of Brandon (1849-1926) 

· Thomas Aubrey Rice, 3rd Baron Monteagle of Brandon (1883-1934) 

· Francis Spring Rice, 4th Baron Monteagle of Brandon (1852-1937) 

· Charles Spring Rice, 5th Baron Monteagle of Brandon (1887-1946

Archival History: 

The collection was deposited on indefinite loan with Limerick Archives by the Spring Rice family.
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