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James Collins
An Comhairleoir
Meéara Cathrach agus Contae Luimnigh.

Councillor
Mayor of the City and County of Limerick.
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18 October 2018

To: The Mayor and Each Member of Limerick City and County Council

Change Now Summit - Paris
On: 28%/29th september 2018

A Chombhairleoir, a Chara

In September 2018, the Mayor of the City and County of Limerick was invited to the
International “Change Now Summit” which was held in Paris on the 28t and 29" September
2018. This was the first Change Now Summit and more than 2000 delegates attended the
two-day event. | attended on behalf of the Mayor of the City and County of Lirﬁerick and a
significant number of Mayors from across Europe attended this international change summit.
The theme of the summit was how cities and regions around Europe were planning for, and
managing the impacts of environmental and climate change in their regions with a view to
addressing the 17 UN sustainable goals. Many of the International presentations highlighted
the role of Mayors in their regions as key leaders in achieving change and influencing policy.
In addition to this, over a hundred entrepreneurs from across the world were present and
displayed their potential business ideas that they believe could make 2 visible and positive

impact.

The key learning achieved during the two-day summit was the need to consider how resillent
a city or reglon is to a changing environment, most notably climatic changes. The concept of
Smarter Cities was discussed and acknowledged as being very positive and Limerick, as a
Smarter City was mentioned in this regard. The emerging evidence now demonstrates a need
to move beyond Smarter Cities and Regions to developing Resilient Cities and Regions.
Resilient Teams or Resilient Officers are in place in some European cities to ensure long-term
strategic plans are in place to adapt to the changing environment,

Another key element of the summit was the presentation by many entrepreneurs from
around the world of their concepts and products that they view as being important in the
changing world we live in. These entrepreneurs ranging from urban, wind and solar energy
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projects to the reduction of wastewater disposal presented some very innovative and

Interesting ideas

During the visit, | also availed of the opportunity to visit and meet with staff in the Irish
College. This meeting may result In a potential partnership project in the area of Arts &
Culture between Limerick and Fermanagh, which can be explored further if appropriate,

The Change Now Summit highlighted the need to be more aware of the necessity to consider
the long- term impacts of environmental changes globally and the possible impact on our
region. It further demonstrated the key role political leaders have to achieve change through

policy and strong leadership.
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Councillor Michael Collins
Deputy Mayor of the City and County of Limerick




