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Cuireann an moltóir seo fáilte roimh Newcastlewest chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara SuperValu  2018 agus 
chuig Ceiliúradh  60 Bliain an Chomórtais.  I am in receipt of your comprehensively filled out entry form and note 
that you have 8 serving as officers and regular volunteers and you also enjoy the assistance of 10 to 15 other 
volunteers. You are holding plenty meetings which are so important to keep us all on the right track. I read your 
comprehensive 3 year plan and it is very ambitious, and it is good to see that you continue to work with the 
residents associations. The large number of agencies and bodies are obviously happy to support your good work. 
Your community are kept informed in an impressive manner. It is very positive to have these contacts with the 
schools and we note the involvement of Mr. Geoff Hunt who is an outstanding man doing the visits to the schools 
and field trips. You have a long history of involvement in the competition and we recognise your successes 
achieving 6 bronze medals.
This is a good approach to the competition.
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We wish you luck with dereliction issues and we are pleased to find that in other locations that with the availability of 
money and shortage of housing these sites are being taken up. You have listed some of the historic buildings in 
Newcastle west and it is delightful to visit them and admire their beauty. 
The Catholic Church is splendid and a credit to the people of Newcastlewest. We passed a few schools that are well 
kept. St Catherine’s nursing home is well maintained, but the outside gate needs a coat of paint.
We saw Snicket Lane and I would prefer to see some suitable creeping shrubs planted against them walls; I have 
seen where this worked well in other locations. You could try hedera helix gold child, but get professional advice on 
this.
The square is beautiful with some wonderful old structures that are maintained in great condition. The trees and lots 
of floral arrangements give life to surroundings. We admired the statues of Michael Hartnett and Ella the butter 
maker – great stuff. The stone seating amongst lovely tubs of flowers makes for comfortable resting. Nearby Market 
Place has a selection of older and contemporary buildings that blend in well with each other, and has good parking 
facilities.
There were good shop fronts and floral arrangements in Bridge Street and in Maiden Street
Longcourt is a splendid hotel and some food was excellent. Driving along we passed a large Aldi outlet with a large 
car-park.
We loved the many traditional stone walls such as in North Quay; it has a nice footbridge over the river to the lovely 
small park.
Bishop Street is a good shopping area and we admired the large SuperValu outlet with the large car parking area. 
The library is well presented.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2018
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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TOTAL MARK 450 310

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2018

05/07/2018

 



You have reached a very high mark of 45 out of 50 in this category and it is my pleasant duty to confirm this again in 
2018. Lovely splashes of landscaping greet us in lots of areas as we travel around. The Grotto nestles peacefully 
adorned with splendid shrubs and flowers. The Garden of Reflection is beautiful in every way with the lovely 
children’s playground and the skate board. Lots of places have attractive hanging baskets, window boxes and 
shrubs and trees.
We admired some lovely trees scattered around the town. The tennis court is well presented.
The approach roads have beautiful landscaping giving a lovely welcoming effect to the town, especially the 
welcoming shrub sign on the Limerick road.
Some of the new trees in the housing estates need attention to the stakes and ties. Could I please suggest that an 
audit be undertaken of all those nice (costly) trees with a view to fully supporting the trees as otherwise a lot of them 
will fail, mainly from swaying in the wind.

Well done for attending the events geared towards education, research and planning. We are pleased to find that 
you have enlisted the services of Dr. Janice Fuller. We applaud the inclusion of pollinators in all your planting 
schemes. We acknowledge the discouragement of excess trimming of verges. I read your proposal to plant trees 
adjacent to the fox cover. There are many benefits from trees, some of which are as follows; they filter particles out 
of the air by trapping them in their leaves and bark, they reduce the noise levels in the area, they change from 
season to season where in summer they provide height, colour and fragrance, then in winter the bare branches of 
deciduous trees and the leaf bedecked stems of evergreens ensure that we are looking at a garden border and not 
looking at a bare patch of ground. Trees provide shelter and food for wildlife mainly birds and they reduce the visual 
impact of larger buildings in the vicinity. They bring an air or maturity to lawns and gardens. Trees like everything 
else need regular monitoring and some older trees can have hidden diseases like for instance mushrooms growing 
at the base that should be checked. The problem could be Ganodera notably at the base of mature beech trees, 
and such trees could have significant heart rot. An infected tree could fall over in stormy weather.
I liked the sign across from the hotel – Pardon The Weeds. Geoff Hunt will point the children in the right direction in 
the schools and we know that those field trips are educational and enjoyed by all.

This was a wonderful effort by the 75 volunteers who collected all this rubbish as highlighted in your picture. Other 
initiatives noted are the segregation of litter collected, new litter bins in Castle Demesne and the litter controls are 
positive moves to keep on top of this ongoing problem. I note your disappointment at being unable to stop the 
erection of posters for the recent referendum. I agree with the action to try to have a formal embargo on such 
posters put in place by the Limerick County Council in future years. 
Dereliction was noted in a few places, but overall this is not a big problem in Newcastlewest. A white building up at 
the corner for the GAA grounds really stands out.  The canopy of a disused petrol station in Churchtown road needs 
attention. In Boher Bui there is a lovely shop-front closed down; it is painted brown. In the square looking at the 
Desmond Castle two windows are boarded up and they could be camouflaged with some art work, and there is 
impressive stone work done under those window openings. In Maiden Street there is a derelict house across from 
O’Briens and in Lower Maiden Street there is some more dereliction. This is a good lively town and the dereliction 
can be overcome with the soaring prices of property and the availability of cash for buyers.
Weed control was good throughout.

Well done for organising the Stop Food Waste Challenge. The 2 pronged initiative encouraging up cycling and 
recycling of clothes is positive and the prize for the best transformation of an outfit is a new one for me-Well done. 
The bike Recycling Project is a lovely initiative especially when they are give to some needy people-Well done. We 
acknowledge the harvesting of water. Composting is the way forward and you could further educate the people on 
how best to do this by, for instance, holding a workshop that demonstrates that to achieve the best results we must 
mix green kitchen waste with brown waste like hedge clippings and also by turning it regularly and you can get more 
information on this from Limerick County Council. Composting reduces the amount of waste going to landfill and 
producers good material for the vegetable gardens and flower beds.

It is interesting to find that Newcastle est has the large number of 38 housing estates and great to find that most of 
them have active residents associations. This is a nice picture of the action being taken in Sycamore Crescent.
We visited some of the housing estates; Chapel Close is a nice estate with good mature and young trees. Some of 
the ties were missing from the posts / trees and these should be corrected as soon as possible. We also found that 
grass clippings were being dumped under some trees, and this attitude should be corrected. Grass cut in public 
places like this should be left where it falls. Grass cut in the resident’s gardens should be composted. Bishop’s 
Court stretches a long way in and has great mature trees. Cois Teampaill is a well organised estate with good 
signage for the houses.
There are lots of lovely housing arrangements around the town that add character to the surroundings like in St Itas 
Terrace and Boher Bui. But these are just examples with lots of other nice houses. 
It is pleasing to find that old station house retains its original identity though now a dwelling house.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Great work has been done on the iron bridge as outlined in your photographs. I read you plan for enhancing the 
sides of approach roads and it is positive to have the roses planted directly into the ground rather than using 
containers. We congratulate the people for the great work that was done in the shrub sign on the Limerick side of 
Newcastle West. This is now a beautiful feature. 
Also on the Limerick side we saw the impressive traffic calming system which appears to be giving the desired 
effect. Grass margins here are wall manicured with just some high grass in at the fence for the wildlife. There is a lot 
of footfall to Tesco and the pedestrian crossing is a good asset for the people. We turned off to see the entrance 
from Dromcollogher and admire some nice trees, shrubs and great stone walls.
Through the town we admired some great long stretches of good footpaths ensuring comfort and safety for the 
pedestrians.
On the Abbeyfeale side there does not appear to be as much traffic as on the Limerick road. Bollards in places help 
with traffic management.
The wrought iron bridge stands out in its new coat of paint. There are nice strips of grass, stone walls and lots of 
mature trees.
The one-way traffic system works good and traffic was moving well even in the busy square.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit Newcastlewest. You have a beautiful town. Well done.


