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1

Introduction

The National Transport Authority (NTA) is a funding agency
for sustainable transport measures in Limerick, through
the Regional Cities grants programme. In order to direct
and prioritise investment in cycle infrastructure, it was
deemed necessary to develop this Cycle Network Study,
to be undertaken by Limerick City and County Council,
in collaboration with the NTA. The study aims to identify
a contiguous series of cycle routes which will provide for
the five needs of cyclists i.e. A Safe, Coherent, Direct,
Attractive and Comfortable network of connected primary,
secondary and feeder routes.
The vision of a Cycle Network Study for the Limerick
Metropolitan Area is:
“To develop a consistent, clear and continuous
network of urban and suburban cycle networks
throughout the Limerick Metropolitan Area to
ensure cycling becomes a realistic choice as a
mode of transport. The network will facilitate and
maximise commuting, tourist, recreational and
leisure cycling trips. The network will support
sustainable economic growth, and include
linkages to key transport hubs within the area
transforming Limerick Metropolitan Area into
an attractive location for cyclists of all ages and
abilities.”
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Cycling is not a goal in itself but rather a component to
make Limerick a more liveable city. The Cycle Network
Study is about identifying a network to make Limerick a
more cycle friendly city.
“A bicycle-friendly city is a city with more space,
less noise, cleaner air, healthier citizens and a
better economy. It is a city that is a nicer place to
be in and where individuals have a higher quality
of life. Where accessibility is high and there is a
short route from thought to action if one wants
to head out into nature, participate in culture
or sports activities or buy locally. Bicycle traffic
is therefore not a singular goal but rather an
effective tool to use when creating a liveable city
with space for diversity and development.” (The
City of Copehagen’s Bicycle Strategy 2011 – 2029)
The network study area covers the Limerick Metropolitan
Area (LMA). On the 1st June, 2014, following the merger
of Limerick City and County Councils a new metropolitan
district of Limerick was formed within the amalgamated
council which extended the city area. The Metropolitan
District includes the city urban area and extends outwards
towards Patrickswell in the south and Castleconnell in
the east. For the purposes of this study, the Limerick
Metropolitan Area includes city suburbs located within
County Clare. The 2011 Census, the results of which were
published by the Central Statistics Office (CSO), identified
that the population of the Limerick Metropolitan Area was
102,161. With the inclusion of the Ballyglass electoral
district (ED) incorporating Athlunkard, Westbury, Shannon
Banks, Parteen and Garraunboy, this population rises to
108,021.

The study sets out the envisaged cycling network for the
Limerick Metropolitan Area for 2025 and will form the basis
of funding and delivery of the cycle network on a phased
and structured basis towards an achievable end goal.
This network study shall form an important component in
Limerick City and County Council’s vision of developing a
cycling culture within the LMA.
The vision of the Government’s National Cycle Policy
Framework 2009-2020, which formed part of their policy
document ‘2009-2020 Smarter Travel – A Sustainable
Transport Future’, explained:
“Our vision is that all cities, towns, villages and
rural areas will be bicycle friendly. Cycling will
be a normal way to get about, especially for
shorter trips. Next to walking, cycling will be
the most popular means of getting to school,
both for primary and secondary school. Our
Universities and colleges will be bustling with
bicycles. Business men and women will see the
bicycle as the best way to travel for part or all of
their daily commute. Shopping by bike will be as
normal as it is in many of the Northern European
cycling friendly countries. The bicycle will be

the transport mode of choice for all ages. We
will have a healthier and happier population with
consequent benefits on the health service. We will
all gain economically as cycling helps in easing
congestion and providing us with a fitter and
more alert work force.
A culture of cycling will have developed in Ireland
to the extent that by 2020, 10% of all trips will be
by bike.”
Limerick City and County Council share the same vision
and have adopted and embraced the ideals of Smarter
Travel.
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1.1

Context of the report

The Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network Study has been
prepared having regard to International, National, Regional
and Local plans and policies in which the vision for the
future cycling network has been identified and the policies
regarding proper planning and development have been
set out. Each policy document relevant to the Study area
has been examined to ensure the Limerick Metropolitan
Cycle Network Study is consistent with the objectives
and is in keeping with the ethos of the overarching policy
documents.
1.1.1

EuroVelo
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1.1.2 Smarter Travel: A Sustainable Transport
Future 2009 – 2020
In 2009, the Department of Transport published this policy
document providing a roadmap to Ireland as a nation,
changing the way we think about travelling. This document
identified that every day in excess of 200,000 people
drive 4km or less to work every day. Smarter Travel: A
Sustainable Transport Future prepared a suite of actions
on how to achieve sustainable transport, identifying 49
individual actions which were grouped into four overarching
ones including:
-- Reducing the distance travelled by private car;

EuroVelo is a network of 14 long distance cycle routes
connecting and uniting the whole European continent. The
EuroVelo network is show in Figure 1 below.

-- Ensuring that alternatives to the car are more widely
available;

EuroVelo Route 1 – Atlantic Route begins in County
Donegal and travels along the western seaboard of Ireland,
through the Limerick Metropolitan Area and finishes in
County Wexford. As a tourist route, Limerick City will be
a primary stop-off point for most if not all travellers along
this corridor. The provision of connected routes from the
north-west to the south-west via Limerick City Centre will
meet the objectives of EuroVelo while giving the opportunity
to tourists to discover all Limerick has to offer. Figure
2 identifies the proposed route of EuroVelo Route 1 in
Ireland.

-- Strengthening institutional arrangements to deliver the
targets.

Figure 1 EuroVelo Network

-- Improving the fuel efficiency of motorised transport; and

The document states:
“Of all travel modes, cycling and walking have
the lowest environmental impact. If we are to
successfully promote cycling and walking as
realistic alternatives to the private car we need
to ensure that they are, as far as possible, a safe
and pleasant experience. Pedestrian and cycle
facilities will be most successful where they
form a coherent network, place an emphasis
on safety, directly serve the main areas
where people wish to travel, provide priority
over vehicular traffic at junctions, are free
from obstructions and have adequate public
lighting…”
Figure 2 EuroVelo Route 1

This important policy document also set out ambitious
goals and stated:
Our vision is to create a strong cycling culture in
Ireland and ensure that all cities, towns, villages
and rural areas will be cycling-friendly. Cycling
will be a normal way to get about, especially
for short trips. Next to walking, cycling will be
the most popular means of getting to school,
both for primary and secondary school. Our
universities and colleges will be bursting with
bicycles. Businesspeople will see the bicycle
as the best way to travel for part or all of their
daily commute……A culture of cycling will
be developed to the extent that, by 2020, we
envisage around 160,000 people cycling for
their daily commute, up from 35,000 in 2006.
Cycling will be encouraged as a mode for other
purposes so that by 2020 10% of all our trips will
be by bike.”

1.1.3

National Cycle Policy Framework

Irelands first National Cycle Policy Framework was
developed within the context of Smarter Travel: A
Sustainable Transport Future 2009-2020. This Policy
Framework was developed by the Department of Transport
and reiterated the strong policies and ambitious objectives
of its parent document. It states:
“The mission is to create a strong cycling culture in Ireland.
The vision is that all cities, towns, villages and rural areas
will be bicycle friendly. Cycling will be a normal way to
get about, especially for short trips. Cycling contributes
to improved quality of life and quality of the public realm,
a stronger economy and business environment, and an
enhanced environment. A culture of cycling will have been
developed in Ireland to the extent that 10% of all trips will
be by bike by 2020.

The Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network Study has been
developed in keeping with these important and ambitious
objectives.
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1.1.7
2016

Limerick City Development Plan 2010 –

The Limerick City Development plan commenced in 2010
and was proposed to be reviewed and updated during and
at the end of its lifecycle. However, in 2014 Limerick City
and County Councils merged and therefore a combined
City and County development plan is required. The
decision was taken to not carry out a review of the Limerick
City Development Plan and work is ongoing on a Limerick
City and County Development Plan.

1.1.4

National Cycle Manual

The National Transport Authority’s National Cycle Manual
offers guidance on integrating the bicycle in the design
of urban areas. It embraces the Principles of Sustainable
Safety as a means of offering a safe traffic environment for
all road users.
All cycle infrastructure developed as part of the LMA Cycle
Network will be constructed in strict accordance with
the National Cycle Manual. In some locations, previously
constructed facilities may need to be retrospectively
redesigned in order to demonstrate consistency with the
manual.
1.1.5

Mid-West Area Strategic Plan 2012 – 2030

The Mid-West Area Strategic Plan applies to the entire
Mid-West Region which comprises the local authority
administrative areas of Limerick City and County Council,
Clare County Council and the former North Tipperary
County Council.
This strategic plan adopted the policies and targets
of Smarter Travel and identified the requirement of a
concentration of funding within the Limerick Metropolitan
Area as demonstrated below:
“Whilst it is acknowledged that there is a serious
disconnect and imbalance in the provision of public
transport for the region the main thrust of public transport
investment must be guided to the major urban conurbation
of Limerick Metropolitan Area where the proposed
investments can lead to potential to achieve Smarter Travel
policy objectives and mode splits, when walking and
cycling are included.”
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The MWASP further identifies the Limerick Northern
Distributor Road as a strategic requirement for the
strategic development of the mid-west area. Within the
recommendations contained in this policy document,
under the title of non-national road recommendations the
report recommends:
A Limerick Northern Distributor Road to the north of
Limerick City opening access to the regeneration areas,
linking the N7 and M18 to further protect the City Centre,
to enhance access to the University of Limerick and its
associated knowledge-based industrial zone.
The plan further identified specific recommendations, for
example the recommendation of a Childers Road Upgrade
to include the provision of facilities for sustainable transport,
including bus priority, cycling and junction upgrades.

1.1.6

The Limerick City Development Plan 2010 – 2016
defines the overall strategy for planning and sustainable
development within the administrative area of Limerick
City. However it should be noted that subsequent to the
adoption of the Limerick City Development Plan 2010
– 2016, the Limerick Smarter Travel Project Office was
formed and the Limerick Smarter Travel proposals have
become the policy of Limerick City and County Council.
The overall goals and objectives of the Limerick City
Development Plan identify the strong commitment given
to sustainable transport and cycling in particular within the
City. These are identified within the development plan:

Goal 1: To promote and provide for the sustainable
development of Limerick City enabling it to fulfil its role as a
National Gateway City.
Goal 2: To promote social inclusion and to facilitate
equality of access to employment, education, transport,
suitable housing, social and cultural activities, whether by
direct provision (e.g. social housing) or by facilitating others
to provide the service (e.g. education).
Goal 3: To provide for a high quality natural and built
environment and improved quality of life for those living and
working in Limerick City and also for those visiting the City.
The Limerick City Development Plan states:
Limerick City Council wishes to create a
transport system that offers real choice so
that more sustainable transport alternatives
are available. The availability of real choice
in transport modes will only serve to help
aid social integration, economic growth and
environmental sustainability of the City as a
whole. To improve accessibility and reduce
congestion, especially an over reliance on
private motor cars, we must work to improve
the quality of public transport and promote
cycling and walking as safe sustainable and
healthy transport options.

Limerick Smarter Travel

In light of the conclusions and recommendations contained
in Smarter Travel, a nationwide funding competition was
launched. In February 2012, Limerick City and County
Councils, jointly and in conjunction with the University of
Limerick, prepared a submission which was selected as
one of three successful bids. The Limerick Smarter Travel
bid was ranked 1st of all the submissions received by the
Department of Transport and consequently received €9m
in funding towards realising the proposals contained in the
bid. Resulting from this, Limerick has become a Smarter
Travel Demonstration Area and has subsequently set up a
dedicated Limerick Smarter Travel Office.
The Limerick Smarter Travel plan is focused on four major
hubs and identified 5 routes to adequately serve these
hubs. The Limerick Smarter Travel proposal is discussed
further in 1.2 Background.
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1.1.8
2016

Limerick County Development Plan 2010 -

As discussed in the previous section, the Limerick County
Development plan has also not been reviewed during its
life cycle, due to the merger of Limerick City Council and
Limerick County Council in 2014. The policies identified
in the Limerick County Development Plan further endorse
sustainable transport for Limerick and includes the
following extracts:
“An integrated approach should be adopted
towards transport to encourage patterns of
transport use that are sustainable. There shall
be emphasis on reducing dependence on the
private motorcar, improving inclusive access
and traffic safety. Means of travel alternatives
to the car such as public transport, cycling and
walking shall be facilitated and encouraged.”
It is an objective of the Limerick County Development
Plan to provide cycle facilities with new developments as
demonstrated in objective IN 08:
Objective IN O8: Cycle and pedestrian facilities
It is an objective of the Council to encourage the
successful incorporation of safe and efficient
cycle and pedestrian facilities, and accessible
cycleways, footpaths and pedestrian routes into
the design schemes for residential, educational,
employment, and recreational developments.
Consideration will be given in these schemes to
existing or proposed routes where applicable
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1.1.9 Castletroy Local Area Plan 2009 – 2015
(extended)
The Castletroy Local Area is bound by the River Shannon
to the north, the Mulkear River to the east, the M7
motorway to the south and the City boundary to the west.
It encompasses Castletroy, Plassey, Monaleen, Annacotty,
and parts of Ballysimon. The Castletroy area contains a
number of distinct components, for example the University
of Limerick and the National Technology Park. This Local
Area Plan was initially adopted for the period 2009-2015
but has been extended, by order of Limerick City & County
Council, for a further five years.

The Local Area Plan continues the objectives of the County
Development Plan with regard to cycling and sustainable
transport as can be seen by the following extracts:
“Policy M4: Pedestrians and Cyclists
It is the policy of the Council to:
a) Facilitate and encourage walking as a
more convenient, popular and safe method of
transport in Castletroy and to facilitate and
encourage the provision of cycle links and cycle
parking facilities in all new developments where
appropriate.
b) Provide and encourage pedestrian walkways
throughout residential developments and direct
routes to the District Centre, Neighbourhood
Centres, commercial, leisure and community
facilities in the District.
c) Provide cycle links and cycle parking
facilities or make provision for cycle links where
appropriate;
d) Ensure the provision of a safe environment
for the movement of vehicular (both cars and
bicycles) and pedestrian traffic;
e) Promote the development of walking and
cycling as viable alternatives to the private
motor vehicle through the construction of
additional footpaths and walking routes as
shown on the Amenity Map 4

f) It is a policy of the Council to create a
continuous pedestrian route along the rivers
Shannon, Mulkear and Groody.
g) Consideration should be given to the creation
of non-vehicular linkages that are removed from
more heavily trafficked areas and as such have
higher amenity value.”
The Local area plan also identified particular proposals for
the area including
“Master Plans for Enterprise & Employment
lands shall include proposals for a
comprehensive transport and landscape
framework including pedestrian/cycle links
along the River Shannon and River MulKear at
the National Technological Park and along the
Groody Valley at Ballysimon Road, Towlerton.
Adequate pedestrian/cycle links should
be provided from the sites to the adjoining
developments and the road/cycle network in the
area.”
The Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network Study has
incorporated the proposals identified and has elaborated
upon the cycle network proposed within the Castletroy
Local Area Plan.
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1.1.10 Southern Environs Local Area Plan 2011 –
2017
The subject area within the Southern Environs Local Area
Plan is located south of Limerick City and stretches east
to Banemore, south to Ballycummin and west to Mungret.
It includes the areas of Dooradoyle, Raheen, Mungret,
Gouldavoher and Rosbrien. It is an area largely urban
in nature that has experienced considerable population
increase over the years and contains large scale
infrastructural development in the area.
The policies and objectives of the Southern Environs Local
Area Plan 2011 – 2017 reflect those of the Limerick City
and County Development Plans with regard to cycling and
sustainable transport:

Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network Study - Section 1 Introduction

Policy T1: Transport
It is the policy of the Council to seek to improve
the overall quality of life by improving levels of
accessibility; reducing dependence on private
car transport; reducing the need to travel;
encouraging the use of energy efficient forms of
transport and alternatives to the private car.

Objective T11: Provision of cycle routes
It is an objective of the Council to seek to
improve and create additional facilities for
pedestrians and cyclists as opportunities arise
as part of new developments. The Council
will seek to secure the provision of pedestrian
routes identified on map 3.
This Local Area Plan also identifies the location for three
proposed new schools in the Mungret Loughmore area.
These have been taken into consideration in this Limerick
Metropolitan Cycle Network Study.
“Two permanent buildings are planned for
Limerick Educate Together and for the Gaelscoil
Raithin in the Mungret Loughmore area in
lands zoned for education and community in
the amended Plan; an additional site over 5
hectares in size has been zoned for Education
Community to facilitate a post primary school
also in Mungret Loughmore.”

1.1.11 Limerick Metropolitan District Movement
Framework Study
The Limerick Metropolitan District Movement Framework
Study was completed in June 2015. The objective of the
study was to develop a long-term vision for the LMD in
terms of accessibility, mobility and sustainability, and also
to develop an implementation plan for comprehensive
measures to upgrade the existing transportation network
over a 5-year period, with a particular emphasis on
prioritising and facilitating movement via sustainable modes
of transport.
This study examined the existing cycle network at a
relatively high level in the context of previous policy
documents and Limerick Smarter Travel proposals and
proposed a skeletal cycle network consisting of routes
along specific roads. The Limerick Metropolitan District
Movement Framework Study identified the requirement
for full Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network Study to be
undertaken. The study also identified the need to mitigate
against existing barriers to cycling and improve cycle
integration in the City Centre.

Figure 3 Movement Framework Study - Skeletal Cycle Network
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1.2 Background To Limerick
Metropolitan Cycle Network Study
Arising from Limerick City Council, Limerick County Council
and University of Limerick’s successful bid to become a
smarter travel demonstration city, funding of approximately
€9m was awarded towards achieving the proposals set
out in the application. Limerick has proven its commitment
to deliver upon these proposals by the formation of the
Limerick Smarter Travel Office. The Limerick Smarter
Travel team, comprising 7 staff working on Smarter Travel
initiatives on a full time basis, was established in 2011 and
Limerick City & County Council and the National Transport
Authority have indicated their intentions to continue
supporting the Limerick Smarter Travel Office in delivering
upon the goals and objectives set out in the Limerick
Smarter Travel Plan.
The Limerick Smarter Travel Plan is focused on four major
‘hubs’ identified in the Metropolitan area. These are:
-- Limerick City Centre – the main retail and tourist
focus;
-- Corbally – a major residential suburb of Limerick City;
-- Southill – one of the Limerick regeneration areas; and
-- Castletroy and UL/National Technology Park – a
mix of residential, educational and employment hubs.

Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network Study - Section 1 Introduction

The 4 hubs have then in turn been complemented by
the development of five routes comprising an integrated
network of cycle lanes and pedestrian links intended to
give greater connectivity to the city centre, as follows:
-- Route 1 – Corbally to Limerick City Centre;
-- Route 2 – UL to City Centre along the River Shannon
and Canal;
-- Route 3 – UL, Casteltroy and National Technology Park
to City Centre;
-- Route 4 – Southill, Ballysimon, Monaleen and
Castletroy to City Centre; and
-- Route 5 – Southill and Roxoboro Shopping Centre to
City Centre.
Limerick Smarter Travel have continued to implement the
Limerick Smarter Travel Plan and a number of elements of
these routes have been developed and constructed. The
schemes implemented are discussed further in Section
2.2.

1.4

Data Collection

Limerick City and County Council have undertaken a
series of bi-annual traffic counts at a number of locations
on the Limerick transportation network since 2012. The
most recent of these counts, undertaken in April 2015,
whereby 19 surveys were carried out at different locations,
were completed between the hours of 08:00-10:00 on
Wednesday 22nd April and between the hours of 10:0012:00 on Saturday 25th April. These were classified 2-way
surveys which identified movements relating to cyclists,
pedestrians, motorcyclists, cars, taxis, LGVs HGVs and
buses. The results of these surveys were used in order
to complete the demand analysis, further discussed in
section 3.3. The results from the most recent traffic survey
are contained in Appendix C.
In addition to the traffic survey data a limited amount of
2011 Census data was made available via the NTA. This
data was extracted from the Central Statistics Office (CSO)
Census 2011 Place of Work, School or College – Census
of Anonymised Records (POWSCAR) database. As part

of the Census 2011 processing programme, the place
of work, school or college details were geo-coded. All
workers resident in Ireland on Census night were coded
to their place of work and all Irish resident students from
the age of 5 and upwards were coded to their place of
school/college. The dataset used in this study focussed on
work and education trips to Limerick City Centre together
with some details of total trips made to other destinations
including the University of Limerick and Plassey.
For the purposes of this study, Limerick City Centre, as
defined by the NTA, incorporated the Electoral Divisions
(ED) of Farranshore, Castle A, Castle B, Castle C, John’s
B, John’s C, Abbey C, Market, Glentworth A, Shannon A,
Shannon B, Dock A, Dock B, Dock C and Dock D. These
Electoral Districts are shown in Figure 6.
In addition to this data, a large volume of Geographic
Information System (GIS) mapping and data was provided
by the Limerick Smarter Travel Office to assist in the
development of the Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network
Study.

The formation of the Limerick Smarter Travel office, and
the presence of a full time dedicated team to implement
smarter travel projects and policies places Limerick City
and County Council in a positive position to deliver the
Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network presented in this
report.

It is proposed to foster and improve permeability and
connectivity between these four key hubs. This objective
is also supported by the implementation of an educational
programme in schools, workplaces and communities in
the Limerick region, in order to also encourage a revised
behavioural approach to the concept of transport.

While this report has taken cognisance of the Limerick
Smarter Travel Plan, the Limerick Metropolitan Cycle
Network Study has examined the entire Metropolitan area
and built upon the proposals contained within the Limerick
Smarter Travel Plan.

Figure 4 Limerick Smarter Travel Cycle Routes

The Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network Study has been
prepared in accordance with Steps 1 – 5 of the National
Cycle Manual’s Seven Steps to Planning a Cycle Network
in accordance with the brief. Each of the 5 stages identified
in Figure 5, contain a number of sub-stages which are
further explained in the following Chapters.

1.3

Study Methodology

Data Source: Central Statistics Office (CSO)
Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No. EN
0002816 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/
Government of Ireland

Figure 5 Five Steps to Planning a Cycle Network

16

Figure 6 Limerick City Centre POWSCAR Area
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1.5

Public Consultation

A public consultation on the Limerick Metropolitan Cycle
Network Study was undertaken by the Limerick Smarter
Travel Office in November 2015. An information and
consultation evening was held in the offices of Limerick
Smarter Travel whereby stakeholders and the general
public were invited to attend and contribute. In addition, the
Limerick Smarter Travel Office invited the Public to make
written submissions as part of the Public Consultation
process. In total, 16 submissions were received. Many of
the suggestions made were in relation to operational issues
of existing cycle facilities, while some requested new
facilities to be provided such as additional cycle parking
in the city centre and at all major trip attractors including

shops, workplaces and leisure destinations. Suggestions
were made for the provision of dedicated cycle routes
across the city including Walker’s Road, Ballinacurra Road,
Shannon Bridge, O’Connell Street, Sarsfield Bridge, South
Circular Road, Childers Road and Laurel Hill Avenue. The
lack of continuous cycle routes to major destinations was
identified as being an issue. A number of submissions
conveyed the need for education of motorists and
pedestrians to the presence and requirements of cyclists.
Other items raised included the suggestion to extend the
Public Bike Share scheme to the LIT campus in Moylish,
traffic signals not detecting the presence of cyclists and
the perceived lack of priority afforded to cyclists at areas
of conflict. A summary of submissions received during the
public consultation process is contained in Appendix A.

Photograph 1 Public Consultation Event at Limerick Smarter Travel Office
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2. Existing Cycle
Network
Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network Study
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2

Existing Cycle Network

2.1

Introduction

Subsequent to Limerick’s successful bid to be a
Demonstration City for smarter travel in Ireland, Limerick
City and County Council, in partnership with the
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the
National Transport Authority have undertaken several
projects to provide cycle facilities across Limerick City.
The Metropolitan Area provides a mix of on-road cycle
lanes, off-road adjacent cycle lanes, bus lanes permitting
cyclists and green routes. These facilities, while in the
most part beneficial to cycling, have been provided in a
relatively piece-meal fashion and do not yet constitute a
cycling network linking major trip attractors. A layout of
existing cycling facilities, defined by type is provided in
Drawing 002 accompanying this report. These existing
facilities have, generally speaking, been constructed along
the routes identified in Limerick City and County Council’s
Smarter Travel Plan.

2.2

Existing Cycle Facilities

Existing cycling facilities can be generally broken into five
areas, namely Raheen / Dooradoyle, Castletroy, Childers
Road / Ballysimon, Corbally and Caherdavin.

Photograph 2 Inbound On-Road Cycle Lane on Dooradoyle Road

22

Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network Study - Section 2 Existing Cycle Network

2.2.1 Existing Cycle Facilities in Raheen /
Dooradoyle Area
The Dooradoyle / Raheen area currently has a mixture of
cycling facilities on is major arteries including St. Nessan’s
Road, Dooradoyle Road and Ballinacurra Road. These vary
in terms of type and quality of service.
Between the Loughmore Roundabout and the Raheen
Roundabout there is currently a raised adjacent outbound
cycleway and an inbound on-road cycle lane. Between
the Raheen Roundabout and the Ballykeefe Roundabout
there is an in-bound bus lane whilst outbound an onroad cycle lane is provided. On the Dooradoyle Road,
from the Ballykeefe Roundabout to the Dooradoyle Road
/ R926 roundabout there are both on-road and off-road
cycle lanes of varying width, both inbound and outbound;
these facilities transition onto inbound and outbound
raised adjacent cycle lanes on the R926 to the Rossbrien
interchange. On the R859 and R510 there is a westbound
raised adjacent cycle lane, which passes through the
R859 / R510 roundabout which transitions onto an onroad north-bound cycle lane on the R510 which continues
to the junction of the Ard Auilin residential estate. The
Ballinacurra Road, from the Ballykeefe Roundabout has an
inbound bus-lane present.

Photograph 3 Outbound On-Road Cycle Lane and Inbound Bus Lane on St. Nessan’s Road

Photograph 4 Inbound Bus Lane and Outbound Cycle Lane on Ballinacurra Road over N18
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2.2.2

Existing Cycle Facilities in Castletroy Area

The Castletroy area has seen significant investment in
cycle facilities in recent years. Currently there is a two-way
segregated cycle facility from the Parkway roundabout to
the Plassey Roundabout via the Old Dublin Road.
From the Plassey Roundabout, raised adjacent cycle lanes
are provided along Plassey Park Road where they transition
to on-road cycle lanes in the vicinity of UL and continue to
the National Technology Park. On-road and raised adjacent
facilities are in place on Milford Road, connecting the
Plassey Park Road with the Dublin Road. On the Dublin
Road inbound, there is a bus lane between the Kilmurry
Roundabout and the Groody Roundabout.

2.2.3 Existing Cycle Facilities on Ballysimon
Road / Childers Road
A segregated two-way cycle track has been constructed
along the Childers Road from the Kilmallock Road to the
Parkway Roundabout. While this track provides a good
quality of service along its links, it is poorly marked and it
suffers from a loss of priority and directness as it passes
through roundabouts. On the Ballysimon Road inbound,
from the junction of the Greenhill Road to Mulgrave Street,
there is a bus-lane. However this bus lane is fragmented
due to the proliferation of junctions and also suffers from
parking being permitted within a section of bus lane for
specific periods throughout the day.

Recent off-road cycle tracks have been completed on
the L1121 and L1165 including the development of cycle
facilities on two roundabouts. Off-road cycle tracks are
also present on the L5173 between the Dublin Road and
the Ballysimon Road.

Photograph 5 Two-Way Cycleway on Plassey Park Road

Photograph 6 Two-Way Cycleway on Childers Road
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Photograph 7 Time Plated Inbound Bus Lane on Mulgrave Street
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2.2.4

Existing Cycle Facilities in the Corbally Area

The Corbally area is currently served by three cycle
facilities. The Pa Healy Road contains relatively high quality
raised adjacent cycle lanes while the Park Canal boasts on
off-road greenway cycle track.
Along the River Shannon, beginning at the Athlunkard
Bridge, a greenway has been constructed along Shannon
Fields. These greenways shall continue to the University of
Limerick Campus with works to be completed in 2016.

2.2.5
Area

Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network Study - Section 2 Existing Cycle Network

Existing Cycle Facilities in the Caherdavin

2.2.6

Additional Cycling Facilities

Limerick City and County Council have continued to
support cycling as a mode of transport by complementing
cycling route infrastructure with other necessities required
in order to complete most journeys by bike, including the
provision of cycle parking in Limerick City Centre. There are
many types of bicycle parking available to cities, and those
which are currently available in Limerick City Centre are
broken into 4 categories consisting of Bike Corrals, Bike
Hoops, Bike Stands and Secure Indoor Bike Lockers. The
Secure Indoor Bike Lockers in particular are considered to
be highly successful in encouraging modal shift to cycling
as it is perceived by cyclists as significantly reducing the
probability of theft, vandalism or accidental damage of
bikes. The locations and type of bicycle parking within the
City Centre are contained in Drawing Number 004.

For the purposes of this section of the report, the
Caherdavin area is considered to be the portion of the
Limerick Metropolitan Area west of the River Shannon.
Within this area, cycle facilities have been constructed
on the Ennis Road, Condell Road and the link road to the
Jetland Shopping Centre.
On the Ennis Road there is an in-bound bus lane, which
permits cycling and an outbound on-road cycle lane. On
the Jetland Shopping Centre link road, there are on-road
cycle lanes in both directions. Along the Condell Road,
from the Clonmacken Roundabout to the R464, there is an
in-bound bus lane which incorporates a cycle lane and an
on-road outbound cycle lane. Additionally there is an offroad greenway which travels parallel to the Condell Road.

Another potential contributor to modal shift in Limerick is
the presence of a public bike share scheme. The public
bike share scheme currently has 22 docking stations
located around Limerick City Centre. The location of,
combined with the actual recorded usage to and from
each station from January 2015 to September 2015 is
shown on Drawing Number 003 which accompanies this
study. However the absence of a coherent cycle network,
linking stations, is currently inhibiting the usage of the
scheme. Over time, with the implementation of cycling
infrastructure, the usage of the bike share scheme is
anticipated to grow with the coverage of docking stations
and bicycle numbers expected to grow with demand.

A Quality of Service assessment of each of the existing
cycle facilities in the Limerick Metropolitan Area was carried
out and is described in section 2.3.

Photograph 12 Public Bike Share Station at O’Callaghan Strand
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Photograph 8 Cycle Track on Pa Healy Road

Photograph 9 Beginning of Shannon Fields Greenway

Photograph 10 Outbound Cycle Lane and Inbound Bus Lane on Ennis
Road

Photograph 11 Inbound Cycle Lane and Bus Lane and Outbound Cycle
Lane on Condell Road

Photograph 13 Secure Indoor Bike Lockers
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Figure 7 Quality of Service Assessment Criteria

Photograph 14 Bike Stand in City Centre

2.3

Quality of Service Assessment

Limerick City and County Council undertook a quality of
service assessment of all existing cycle facilities within
the Metropolitan Area. Each section was assessed under
five criteria, namely pavement quality, number of adjacent
cyclists, number of conflicts per 100m, journey time
delay and comfort. These criteria are generally in keeping
with the National Cycle Manual’s guidance on quality of
service, with the exception of comfort factor replacing
HGV influence due to the absence of sufficient traffic data
available at the time of the survey.
Pavement Condition Index (PCI) is a measure of the
physical integrity of the cycling surface. It is determined
by comprehensive visual inspection as set down by the
Department of Transport. In the absence of a formal PCI
score, use a locally derived marking system out of 100.
Number of adjacent cyclists describes the capacity
for cycling two abreast and/or overtaking. “2+1”
accommodates two abreast plus one overtaking.
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Number of conflicts is a measure of the potential
interruptions to a cyclist per 100m and may include
bus stops, side-roads, driveways, entrances, junctions,
pedestrian crossings, parking and loading etc.
Junction time delay is a measure of the actual time delay
at junctions as a percentage of the overall journey time,
assuming an average journey speed of 15 km/h.
Comfort factor is a measure of the environment provided to
cyclists and includes influences of adjacent traffic volumes
and speed and exposure to adverse weather.
Each section was given a rating for each criteria ranging
from A+ to D and an overall quality of service rating was
applied on the basis that each section must achieve a
minimum of 4 of the 5 criteria, while the fifth may be no
more than one level lower. Figure 7 provides the range
permitted for each criteria against each quality of service
rating. The quality of service ratings for all existing facilities
within the Metropolitan area are shown in Drawing Number
005 and details of the assessment for each route is
contained in Appendix B.

2.4

Barriers to Cycling Movement

The Limerick Metropolitan area, similar to most urban
areas, has been developed incrementally over many
years, and contains many barriers to cycling, both real and
perceived, natural and manmade. Drawing Number 006
identifies a number of these barriers, which can discourage
modal shift to cycling.
The primary natural barriers to cycling are the watercourses
through the metropolitan area, including the River Shannon,
The Abbey River, The Mulkear River, the Ballynaclogh River
and the Park Canal.
Of these watercourses, the River Shannon is the major
barrier to movement, particularly cyclists. There are
currently 3 vehicular bridges crossing the River Shannon
from the west, Caherdavin area. None of these bridges
currently provide dedicated cycle facilities and potential
to retrofit cycle facilities to these bridges is limited. There
is one vehicular bridge to the north of the River Shannon
which connects the city centre to the Westbury and
Athlunkard areas. This bridge is also limited in terms of
width to provide dedicated cycle facilities.

The Mulkear River has two bridge crossings, adjacent to
each other on the Old Dublin Road, and a third further
south at Woodstown where the M7 crosses the river.
The Ballynaclough River separates the Dooradoyle and
Raheen areas from the rest of Limerick Metropolitan
Area. This river currently has two bridge crossings from
Dooradoyle / Raheen, one the Ballinacurra Road and the
Dock Road.
The Park Canal is crossed by two vehicular bridges. The
first is the Pa Healy Road, which currently provides cycle
facilities. The second is the crossing on the Park Bridge,
linking Park Bridge with Lower Park, which has recently
been redesigned to provide a safer crossing of this humpbacked bridge for all road users including cyclists.
Limerick Metropolitan Area contains a number of manmade barriers to movement and in particular to cycling.
These include, three railway lines, a motorway / high quality
dual carriageway on which cycling is prohibited, one-way
and circuitous routes, junctions with little or no provision
for cyclists e.g. large diameter, multi-lane roundabouts and
high traffic volumes and speeds.
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Photograph 15 Sarsfield Bridge

Photograph 16 Multi-Lane Roundabouts Act as a Barrier for Cyclists

The Railway lines provide a particularly difficult barrier to
cycling to overcome. The LMA is dissected by a number
of lines, which in general are segregated from the road
network by under or over-bridges. As many of these
structures were constructed in a different era, they do not
have the width to accommodate all road users with limited
footways and no cycle facilities in most instances. An
example of restricted width can be found on the Roxboro
Road (R511) were the road passes over the railway line.

unattractive route for cyclists. However, the alternative
route, via Dock Road, is also an unattractive route due to
the distance, environment and traffic volumes and speeds.

The M7 and N18 provide another barrier to cycling in
the LMA. In particular, the N18 segregates the southern
environs of the LMA (Dooradoyle / Raheen) from the rest of
the LMA. The primary route from the southern environs to
the city centre is via the Ballinacurra Road, which passes
over the N18 on a steep gradient making it a relatively

Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network Study - Section 2 Existing Cycle Network

The Limerick Metropolitan road network has historically
been designed for motorised vehicles, and this is evident
through the presence of numerous junctions which are
hostile to cyclists, including large diameter, multi-lane
roundabouts. The Childers Road is a prime example of a
car dominated link. Throughout the LMA network, there
are junctions which are unattractive to cyclists and act as
barriers to a larger modal share for cycling.

In recent times the Limerick Smarter Travel Office have
made some progress in addressing the barriers created
at roundabouts by introducing cycle facilities at two
roundabouts.
Limerick City Centre contains a number of one-way, multilane streets which are also considered to be a barrier to
cycling due to the requirement of cyclists to utilise indirect
routes whilst mixing with vehicular traffic. These junctions,
combined with a network that is not considered to be
permeable for pedestrians and cyclists in some locations,
act as a disincentive to cyclists and can potentially restrict
modal shift to cycling. Areas where a lack of permeability
has been observed include University Hospital Limerick,
which is essentially “land locked” and could greatly benefit

from a pedestrian and cycle link from Mulcair Road. The
residential area of Gouldavoher is another example of
dis-jointed, impermeable residential development which
could benefit from connectivity for pedestrians and cyclists
allowing shorter routes to the primary and secondary cycle
network. The Raheen Business Park is also a relatively
impermeable area, particularly from the Ballycummin Road.
Boundary fences are in place along the Ballycummin Road
preventing pedestrian and cycle access to the Business
Park from the Glencairin area. A latent demand for
pedestrian and cycle access has been demonstrated by
informal pathways across green areas being in evidence.

Photograph 17 Permeability Desire Line
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2
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2008
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1
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4
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2

5
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1

6
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100

1

7
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2006
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1

8

Minor
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Rear end, straight
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1000-1600

50
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9
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1
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1
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1
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1
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14
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15
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1

16

Minor

2007
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1
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Minor
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Other

Thursday
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1

In order to gain an understanding of the safety of the
existing road and cycle network, the Road Safety
Authorities Road Collision Database was reviewed. This
online database identifies all recorded accidents by mode
for the years 2005 – 2012 and categorises collisions by
severity; fatal, serious and minor.
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Minor
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Other
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1000-1600
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Minor

2011

Other
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1900-2300
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1
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Minor

2009

Other
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1600-1900

50

1
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Minor

2008

Other

Monday

1000-1600

50

1

Day

Year

Ref No.
32

Circumstances

1

Severity

Time

Table 1 Recorded Bicycle Accidents

Figure 8 Recorded Bicycle Accidents

Recorded Accidents

Table 1 lists each of the accidents recorded whilst Figure
8 provides the location and type of recorded bicycle
accidents within the Limerick Metropolitan Area (Source:

Road Safety Authority, Road Collisions Database).
22 accidents involving bicycles have been recorded
from 2005 – 2012, with two of these being fatal. Both
fatalities occurred on the periphery of the city, one on the
Ennis Road (R445) and the other on the N7 (now M7).
Of the 17 minor accidents, the majority of them, perhaps
unsurprisingly, occurred at, or in the immediate vicinity of,
junctions. The only location identified as having had more
than one recorded collision, was the junction of the R445
and the R858 (Clare St. / Pennywell Rd. / Upper Clare St.
junction).
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2.6 Proposed and Committed
schemes
Limerick City & County Council, through the Limerick
Smarter Travel Team, have been and continue to
implement a programme of dedicated cycling infrastructure
across the metropolitan area. For the purposes of this
report, proposed and committed schemes are those
which have either received planning permission or have
been designed to an extent that would permit a planning
application to be made.
2.6.1

L1171 Old Tipperary Road Improvements

This project forms part of the Limerick Smarter Travel
Route 4 – Castletroy & Newtown Junction Improvements
scheme, which received Part VIII planning permission in
2014. Construction work on the L1165 and L1121 in the
Castletroy have been undertaken and are substantially
complete. The proposed scheme on the Old Tipperary
Road begin at the junction of the Golf Links Road to the
east end at the junction with the Ballysimon Road, it also
incorporated the Garryglass Road from the Old Tipperary
Road to the Garryglass Roundabout. The proposal
includes 2 x 2.0m wide, one-way, on-road cycle lanes
along the entire length of the road outlined above, footpath
realignment, junction improvements and enhanced
crossing facilities and street lighting.
2.6.2

LIT Route

This scheme is being funded through the NTA Regional
Cities grants programme. It is intended to provide a cycling
corridor from the Moylish Campus of the Limerick Institute
of Technology to Sarsfield Bridge in Limerick City Centre.
The proposed route begins at the Moylish Roundabout
to the west and travels eastbound on the Cratloe Road,
onto Sexton Street, and continues onto High Road. At
the Thomond Bridge, the route turns onto Clancy’s Strand
and travels southbound to the junction with the Ennis
Road and terminates at Sarsfield Bridge. From the Moylish
Roundabout to Hassett’s Cross, it is proposed to provide
a combination of on-road and raised adjacent cycle lanes
in both directions. Along Sexton Street, between Hassett’s
Cross and O’Callaghan Avenue, there is insufficient space
to provide dedicated cycle lanes. From the junction with
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O’Callaghan Avenue to Belfield Court, a mixture of onroad and raised adjacent one-way cycle lanes has been
designed. The remainder of the route, from Belfield Court,
travelling along High Road and Clancy’s Strand to the
Sarsfield Bridge, is also restricted in terms of providing
dedicated cycling facilities and in lieu of cycle lanes
or tracks, traffic calming measures and road markings
advising of the presence of cyclists are proposed. In
the medium to long term, the solution for crossing the
Shannon requires a new bridge.
A preliminary design of this project has been completed
and it is intended that a Part VIII planning application
shall be made, once a design is agreed with the National
Transport Authority.
2.6.3

Mary Immaculate College Route

This scheme is also being funded through the NTA’s
Regional Cities grants programme. A proposal has been
developed for a cycling route from the entrance to Mary
Immaculate College, located at the junction of South
Circular Road and Summerville Avenue to The Bishop’s
Quay via South Circular Road and Henry Street. The
precise design of this scheme has yet to be finalised.
Once this has been undertaken and agreed with the
NTA, the scheme will be subject to the Part VIII planning
process.
2.6.4

Parnell St., Wickham St., Davis St.

Limerick City and County Council, through the NTA
grants programme, propose to carry out a public realm
enhancement scheme incorporating cycling facilities in the
Parnell Street, Wickham Street, Davis Street area. These
proposals include providing sections of on-road cycle
lanes on Lord Edward Street, Upper Mallow Street, Parnell
Street, Roches Street and Wickham Street. This scheme
will tie in directly with the new public space at Colbert
Station. This project is anticipated to be brought before
the Elected Members of Limerick City & County Council in
Quarter 1 2016.
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3. Future Cycle
Network Planning
Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network Study
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3

Future Cycle Network Planning

3.1

Introduction

The future Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network has
been developed in keeping with the National Cycle
Manual’s guidance on planning a cycle network. The five
requirements of a cycle network are that it must be:
-- Safe
-- Coherent
-- Direct
-- Attractive
-- Comfortable
This chapter details how the individual pieces of the
network were identified based on previous or parent policy
documentation, quantification of future users and network
aspirations and objectives.

3.2 Strategic Urban and Transport
Planning
As discussed in Chapter 1.1, the Limerick Metropolitan
Cycle Network Study has taken into consideration a
number of policy documents, overarching plans and
proposals. Existing policies, plans and proposals have
been examined and consolidated, to provide a continuous
and coherent cycle network. In some instances previous
proposals have been expanded upon while in other
instances some proposals have been altered or relocated.
The EuroVelo Route 1, proposes to utilise the Irish
Coastline from County Donegal to County Wexford via
Limerick City. This route matches closely with the proposed
Galway to Tralee Corridor identified in the National Cycle
Network Scoping Study. The National Cycle Network
Scoping Study also identifies Limerick as the terminus for
two other national routes namely, the Limerick to Carrickon-Shannon Corridor and the Cork to Limerick Corridor.
This Study ensures that Primary corridors have been
identified, leading to and interconnecting within the City
Centre from the anticipated approaches of these strategic
route corridors.
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The Mid-West Area Strategic Plan identified that the
Childers Road requires an upgrade to include the provision
of facilities for sustainable transport, including bus priority,
cycling and junction upgrades. This study has considered
the Childers Road to be a Primary route within the cycle
network which warrants funding to upgrade facilities to
provide cycle priority.
The Limerick Smarter Travel Plan proposed a network
of 5 cycling routes for future investment. This study
incorporates these routes into the overall Metropolitan
Network, albeit with varying degrees of priority. The hubs
identified in the Smarter Travel Plan are considered to be
served with a comprehensive cycling network.
The Local Area Plan proposed an extensive cycle network
for the study. While much of this network has been
realised, this Study has incorporated the proposed network
identified and provides connectivity between the main
residential, educations and industrial areas within this Local
Area Plan.
The Southern Environs Local Area Plan proposed a
number of cycle facilities, however many of these were to
serve local residential areas only and to be incorporated
within areas of future development. This Study has
considered the proposals of the SELAP and incorporated
the proposals of a strategic nature into the future cycle
network. This includes providing a primary route to the
proposed location of three new schools.
The Limerick Northern Distributor Road has been identified
by the Mid-West Regional Planning Guidelines 2010
-2022 as an infrastructure objective required to relieve
pressure on the existing river crossings in the city centre.
It is proposed that this route shall incorporate high quality
cycling facilities and while it may not cater for significant
levels of utility cycling e.g. trips to work, education and
retail, it may cater for significant levels of recreational
cycling and has therefore been incorporated into the
Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network Study. This route
shall provide high quality access routes from them northern
suburbs of Limerick e.g. Corbally to the east and west of
the city e.g. University of Limerick and Limerick Institute of
Technology.
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3.3

Cycling Trip Demand Analysis

An analysis of trip demand, both current and predicted,
was carried out on the Limerick Metropolitan Area (LMA)
network using a combination of the Central Statistics Office,
Census 2011 Place of Work, School or College - Census
of Anonymised Records (POWSCAR) data and manual
traffic count surveys carried out on the Limerick Network at a
number of locations in April 2015.

A limited dataset of POWSCAR data was examined in order
to validate existing trips and predict future trips. The data
available for existing cycling trips on the Limerick Metropolitan
Network was for trips to Limerick City Centre only, as the
numbers cycling to other areas was negligible and could not
therefore be used with confidence to forecast future trips.

The 2011 Census identified that currently only 1.8% of
work trips to Limerick City Centre are made by bicycle while
only 1.7% of education trips to Limerick City Centre are
made by bicycle. This falls below the national average of
2.4% for work and education cycling trips. It does however,
indicate that there is considerable potential for modal shift
within the metropolitan area. Figure 11 and Figure 12 below
demonstrate the total number of work and education trips
respectively to Limerick City Centre recorded in the 2011
census by Electoral District (ED). The area highlighted in red
defines the City Centre.

Figure 9 Work Trips to City Centre
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Figure 10 Education Trips to City Centre
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A six step demand analysis process was undertaken
to predict the future year demand on the Limerick
Metropolitan Cycle Network. This process is demonstrated
in Figure 13.

Step 2: Using this data, a manual assignment of these
trips to the road network was undertaken. Trips were
assigned based on the directness, safety and quality of
service currently available on each route.

Step 1: In order to understand the current trip patterns
and the relationship between the POWSCAR data and the
survey data undertaken in April 2015, firstly the data from
the census was examined. This data, for both work trips
and education trips is provided per Electoral District.

Step 3: Over the last 4 years Limerick City and County
Council have undertaken bi-annual traffic counts at a
number of locations within the metropolitan area. These
counts recorded two-way movements by classification i.e.
pedestrian, cyclist, motorcyclist, car, taxi, LGV, HGV and
bus. The locations of these counters are shown in Figure
14 below.

Figure 13 Six Step Demand Analysis Process

These traffic surveys were undertaken on a weekday
morning between 08:00-10:00 and on a Saturday
morning between 10:00-12:00. It is considered that there
is a reasonable correlation between those bicycle trips
surveyed and those recorded in the POWSCAR data.
Upon completion of the manual trip assignment of the
POWSCAR trips to Limerick City Centre to the existing
road network, these figures were compared to the
surveyed trips at a number of the count locations. It was
identified that some sites correlated well, however at other
sites, discrepancies between assigned trips and surveyed
trips were identified.

Data Source: Central Statistics Office (CSO)
Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No. EN
0002816 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/
Government of Ireland

Figure 11 Total Work Trips to City Centre

Figure 14 Traffic Counter Locations

Data Source: Central Statistics Office (CSO)
Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No. EN
0002816 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/
Government of Ireland

Figure 12 Total Education Trips to City Centre
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Step 4: Where large discrepancies were identified, each
site was examined in order to determine the reasons for
and adjustments required in order to better represent
existing trip patterns.

schools and two secondary schools. It can be therefore
reasonably assumed that half of all cycle trips generated
west of the River Shannon currently have a destination
which is also west of the River Shannon.

The largest difference between assigned trips and
surveyed trips occurred on O’Connell Avenue. It was found
that the surveyed trips only accounted for 25% of the
trips anticipated to travel along this road. On examination
of this route, it is apparent that a large number of trips to
Limerick City Centre are currently utilising South Circular
Road instead of O’Connell Avenue. This is validated by the
user statistics of the Public Bike-Share Scheme whereby
69% of trips from the four bike stations (O’Connell Avenue,
Mount Saint Vincent, Mary Immaculate College and Mount
Saint Alphonsus) to date in 2015 occurred on the South
Circular Road stations. From this data, it can be reasonably
adjudged that South Circular Road is currently the primary
corridor being utilised to Limerick City Centre from the
Raheen, Dooradoyle and Ballinacurra areas.

The traffic counter on Mulgrave Street highlighted another
discrepancy between those trips assigned to the network
and those surveyed. It was found that only two-thirds of
the anticipated cycle trips to Limerick City Centre actually
travelled inbound on this route. It would appear that up
to one-third of current cycle trips to Limerick City Centre
travelling inbound on the Ballysimon Road are utilising
Greenhill Road and Garryowen Road to access the city
centre.
The traffic counters located on the Childers Road and
Plassey Park Road also, unsurprisingly, identified significant
discrepancies between the trips assigned to the network
and those surveyed. It was found that there were 6 times
as many trips surveyed relative to those assigned to the
network. This is primarily due to most of these trips not
having their destination within Limerick City Centre. The
POWSCAR data available for cycling trips was to the City
Centre only. These counters being in close proximity to
major trip attractors such as University of Limerick, the
National Technological Park, Childers Road Retail Park
amongst many others would account for the significantly
higher number of cycling trips surveyed. A separate
exercise, identifying future trips to UL and Plassey was
undertaken in order to better identify the future needs of
the cycle network with this area.

The comparison of trips crossing the River Shannon
from the west of the city also identified inconsistencies
between the assigned trips gathered from POWSCAR
and the number of bicycles recorded crossing the 3 city
centre bridges. It was found that there were approximately
twice as many trips crossing the Thomond Bridge relative
to the quantity anticipated, just over half the number of
trips crossing the Sarsfield Bridge as expected and only
two-thirds crossing the Shannon Bridge compared to
the originally assigned number of trips. In total, only 49%
of the total anticipated cycle trips from the census data
were actually surveyed crossing the three bridges. This
can be primarily attributed to the fact that the Limerick City
Centre Area as defined extends to the west of the river
incorporating four areas which contain a number of trip
attractors including the Maternity Hospital, four primary

Step 5: In order to determine the forecast trips on the
Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network, the objectives of the
Smarter Travel: A Sustainable Transport Future and the
National Cycling Policy Framework were considered. Both
of these national policy documents identify the objective that
10% of all trips undertaken will be by bicycle by 2020. For the
purposes of this Cycle Network Framework, which sets out
the cycling corridor requirements for the Limerick Metropolitan
Area for the next ten years 2015-2025, it is assumed that
10% of trips in 2025 shall be by bicycle.
The methodology applied to the demand analysis required
the examination of all trips generated within the Limerick
Metropolitan Area which had a destination within Limerick City
Centre and the determination of the proportion of these trips
which could be reasonably undertaken by bicycle. As the
vast majority of these trips are under 6km, a modal share of
10% was considered to be achievable and this was applied
to the future trip assessment. These trips were calculated
on an Electoral District basis, and applied to the network in
keeping with Step 4 of the analysis.

As discussed previously, the data available of existing cycling
trips, gathered form the 2011 census only identified work
and education trips to Limerick City Centre, and as such this
was used to predict future trips on each corridor. However,
total trips to a number of large trip attractors were available
including:
-- Education trips to UL
-- Work trips to UL
-- Education trips to LIT
-- Education trips to Mary Immaculate College
-- Work trips to Plassey
-- Work trips to Raheen
Step 6: These trips and the 10% future year anticipated trips
are detailed in Table 3. Maps detailing the assignment of
these trips to the road network is demonstrated on Drawing
Numbers 008 and 011. These trips have been manually
assigned to the network using the same technique as step 2
described above.
The future year trip assignment has been used to identify the
primary, secondary and feeder corridors which are presented
in Chapter 4. Additionally the catchment areas, based on
a 25 minute cycle time are shown for the City Centre, Ul
& Plassey, Limerick Institute of Technology and Raheen
Business Park on drawing numbers 007 – 011.

A table indicating the initial assigned trips, the surveyed
trips and the reassigned trips for each traffic counter is
shown below in Table 2

Table 2 Assigned and Surveyed Cycle Trips
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It is important to remember that the POWSCAR data
available for existing cycling trips only records trips to work
or education in Limerick City Centre. For this reason only
inbound trips surveyed were utilised for comparison, and
where necessary factored accordingly. The cycling trips
to work and education in Limerick City Centre, on each of
the primary corridors are shown on drawing number 007
accompanying this report.

Table 3 Trips to Other Large Trip Attracters

Counter No.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Initially Assigned Trips

8

87

65

42

7

35

3

11

16

4

2

Surveyed inbound Trips

15

47

17

27

3

24

22

15

10

25

7

Reassigned Trips

16

44

16

28

7

23

3

11

16

4

4

Total Trips From LMA

Targeted Cycling Trips

Education Trips to UL

3088

309

Work Trips to UL

1,052

105

Education Trips to LIT

1042

104

Education Trips to Mary Immaculate

454

45

Work Trips to Plassey

1,092

109

Work Trips to Raheen

740

74
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3.4

Journey Time Comparison

Due to the relatively small size of the urban and suburban
areas of the Limerick Metropolitan Area, cycling is a very
viable mode choice for the majority of people currently
traveling to work or education. In order to make a
comparative assessment of mode, a database of journey
times, extracted from Google maps was maintained. This
database compared the inbound and outbound journey
times for both cars and cyclists on the Castletroy route, the
Ballysimon route, the Raheen route, The Corbally route,
the Caherdavin Route and the southern orbital route. In
each case the comparison was made between the journey
time for cyclists along the primary route against whichever
was determined at the time to be the quickest route for
motorists. Table 4 below compares the average journey
time for cycling and driving for the morning and evening
peak hours.
As can be seen from the table above, journey times for
cycling are generally in keeping with journey times for
driving. As the population of the Limerick Metropolitan
area grows over future years, and the number of people
working increases, it is likely that congestion levels on the
roads will rise to some degree. It is therefore reasonable to
anticipate that journey times for drivers shall increase, while
simultaneously, with the implementation of cycle priority
measures across the Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network,
journey times for cyclists may reduce. This shall provide
one of the incentives for modal shift which will enable
Limerick City and County Council achieve the goal of a
10% modal share for cyclists within the Metropolitan area.
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3.5 Strategic Cycle Route Network
Structure
Due to the structure of the developed areas, the locations
of hubs with concentrated trip attractors / generators, the
Limerick Metropolitan Area can be viewed as having three
economic corridors, namely the Transverse Economic
Corridor, the North Western Economic Corridor and the
South Eastern Economic Corridor.
The Transverse Economic Corridor runs from Raheen in
the South through the City Centre to and the University of
Limerick in the north-east creating connectivity between
major employment centres of Raheen Business Park, City
Centre and the University of Limerick and the National
Technological Park, . The Limerick Metropolitan Cycle
Network is intended to provide a hierarchal structured
network, with clearly identified Primary, Secondary and
Feeder routes which provided a continuous and coherent
cycle network connecting all major residential areas, places
of education and major employment zones.
The Central Statistics Office POWSCAR data identified
that approximately 13,983 work trips are made to the City
Centre, with approximately 8,545 of these trips originating
within the LMA. Only 1.5% of these city centre trips are
made by bicycle. Additionally, approximately 10,780
educational trips are made to Limerick City Centre, of
which approximately 6,508 originate within the LMA, of
these educational trips only 1.7% are currently made by
bicycle.

Table 4 Journey Time Comparison (source Google)
Average
Cycle AM
(mins)

Average
Vehicle PM
(mins)

Average
Cycle PM
(mins)

Inbound

21

21

20

22

Outbound

18

25

20

25

Inbound

16

17

13

17

Outbound

12

18

16

18

Inbound

11

15

11

15

Outbound

10

18

13

16

Inbound

12

11

9

10

Outbound

8

12

10

11

From

To

Direction

Castletroy

Plassey Park Rbt.

O. Connell St.
Henry St.

Ballysimon
Raheen
Corbally
Caherdavin
Southern Orbital

46

Average
Vehicle AM
(mins)

Corridor

Riverside
Raheen
Roundabout

Bishops Quay

Westbury

O'Connell St.

L.I.T
Ballinacurra Rd.

Sarsfield Bridge
Parkway Rbt.

Inbound

9

8

9

9

Outbound

7

9

9

10

Northbound

12

13

10

13

Southbound

11

12

12

12

Along the Transverse Economic Corridor there are a number
of large trip generators including:
-- University Hospital Limerick;
-- Limerick City and County Council (Dooradoyle);
-- The Crescent Shopping Centre;
-- Mary Immaculate College;
-- Limerick School of Art and Design;
-- Parkway Shopping Centre;
-- University of Limerick;
-- National Technological Park.
In addition to these major trip attractors, there are large
residential areas in Dooradoyle, Raheen and Ballinacurra to
the south and the Dublin Road, Castletroy and Monaleen
to the east. Within the corridor there are also a number of
smaller retail centres and primary and secondary corridors.
The north-western economic corridor (NWEC) encompasses
the area north-west of the River Shannon. The NWEC
connects the large residential areas of Moyross, Ballynanty,
Thomondgate, Caherdavin, North Circular Road and the
Ennis Road areas to the City Centre. The NWEC creates
connectivity between the Limerick Institute of Technology and
the retail parks at Jetland Shopping Centre to the City Centre.
ww
The south-east economic corridor (SEEC) connects the
Ballysimon area to the city centre. The Ballysimon area is
predominately an employment area with a number of retail

and business parks operating in the area. There is significant
employment within a wide variety of industries, from IT to retail
to manufacturing, operating in this area. The business / retail
parks include:
-- City East Retail Park;
-- Delta Retail Park, City East Plaza;
-- Crossagalla Business Park;
-- Eastlink Business Park; and
-- Childers Road Retail Park.
The Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network Study aspires
to identify a cycling network that shall provide continuous
and coherent routes, between the main trip generators and
attractors. Routes being identified shall be based on a three
level urban network i.e. Primary, Secondary and Feeder
routes. The National Cycle Manual describes each route type
as follows:
Primary Network: Main Cycle arteries that cross the urban
area, and carry most cycle traffic;
Secondary Network: Links between the principal cycle
routes and local zones.
Feeder: Cycle routes within local zones, and/or connections
from zones to the network levels above.
Ideally, the routes that carry the highest volumes of cyclist
would have the highest level of service. However, due to
the constraints of the study area, in particular along primary
corridors on city streets, it is not always possible to provide
a Level A QOS on primary routes. It is an ambition that each
primary corridor within the LMA shall have a quality of service
of B or greater.
Similarly, secondary routes, which connect primary routes
and major trip attractors within the LMA. These routes
generally reflect the layout of the road network and desire
lines for vehicles and cyclists and as such pose challenges
to provide a Quality of Service commensurate with the status
of the route. Secondary routes should aim for a quality of
service level B and no less than a level C level of service.
Feeder Routes are proposed to connect zones or areas
with the primary and secondary cycle routes. These are
proposed where demand is not envisaged for through cycling
i.e. the origin or destination of the cycling trip is located on
the feeder route. It is recommended that a quality of service
B be provided on these feeder routes, however in many
cases these feeder routes can be made fit for purpose
through other measures including traffic reduction and speed
reduction, providing a shared use of the carriageway for both
vehicles and cyclists.
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4

Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network
4.1

Introduction

The Limerick Metropolitan Cycle network has been
identified taking cognisance of all the inputs discussed
in the previous chapters. Specific routes have been
established based on route type i.e. Primary, Secondary
and Feeder routes.
The network is described in the following sections. Though
the network is described based on primary routes, these
routes should not be considered in isolation as the
secondary and feeder routes form an integral part of the
cycle network. There is considerable overlap between the
areas of influence of the primary routes, which becomes
more apparent as they approach the city centre. Due
to the dispersed nature of trips across the network, the
demand for many trips involve the use of more than one
primary and secondary route. The Limerick Metropolitan
Cycle Network must be considered as a whole and not as
its individual components.

4.2

Route Identification

The Limerick Metropolitan Area, which consists of an
overall transport network, can be sub-divided into discrete
areas, which radiate from the City Centre. Five radial
primary routes are proposed from the City Centre, each
one shall be described individually, two orbital (north and
south) are proposed and the City Centre is considered as
a separate entity for the purpose of describing the cycle
network. This City Centre network provides connectivity
between the five radial routes approaching the city centre
in order to ensure a continuous cycle network. A map
of the entire route network is shown in Drawing 015
accompanying this report.
Additionally, potential green routes are discussed which
although may not meet all the needs of work and
education cycling trips, will provide safe and attractive
cycling routes in the Limerick Metropolitan Area, encourage
modal shift to cycling and are in keeping with national
policy objectives.
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4.3

Proposed Raheen Network

The Raheen network can be considered to be area located
between The M20 and the Dock Road, extending from the
City Centre to Mungret and Raheen.
There a numerous major trip attractors within this network
including large employments areas:
-- Raheen Business Park;
-- Mid-West Regional Hospital;
-- Limerick City and County Council;
-- Crescent Shopping Centre;
Additionally there are numerous educational institutions
within this network including:
-- Mary Immaculate College;
-- Griffith College Limerick;
-- Crescent College Comprehensive;
-- Catherine McAuley School;
-- Colaiste Laurel Hill;
-- Clements College;
-- 10 no. National Schools.
The Raheen cycle network has been prepared taking
cognisance of the major trip attractors, the major residential
trip generators and the desire lines connecting the Raheen
network area to the Limerick Metropolitan Area.
The primary route is the route anticipated to carry the
majority of cycling trips within the Raheen network. Mungret
was chosen as the beginning of the route due to the
intention to develop three new schools in this vicinity which
are expected to attract trips from the Raheen, Dooradoyle
and Ballinacurra areas primarily. The primary route travels
along the R510 to the roundabout junction with Fr. Russell
Road. The route then travels southbound to the R526,
intercepting St. Nessan’s National School and the entrance
to the Raheen Business Park. From the Raheen business
Park, the primary route follows the St. Nessan’s Rd,
travelling in front of the University Hospital Limerick and
the Crescent Shopping Centre and over the N18 onto
the Ballinacurra Road. Immediately north of the N18 the
primary route diverges from the Ballinacurra Road onto
the South Circular Road. Along the South Circular Road
the primary corridor travels adjacent to, Mary Immaculate
College, Coláiste Laurel Hill and Clements College before
it transitions onto Henry Street and enters the City Centre
Network. This primary route can be considered in two
separate sections. The northern section beginning at
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the Ballinacurra Road serves the primary function of
Dooradoyle to City Centre trips, while the southern section,
along St. Nessan’s Road and the R510 primarily serve
destinations within the Raheen area.
Within the Raheen network, four secondary routes have
been identified to complement the primary route and
provide alternative routes for cycling trips not adequately
catered for on the primary route. A secondary route is
proposed along Fr. Russell Road, from the R510 to St.
Nessan’s Road. This route shall primarily provide a route
from the residential areas accessed via Fr. Russell Road to
the primary cycle network while simultaneously providing a
more direct route to the new schools in the Mungret Area
for trips originating in the Ballinacurra area. A secondary
route is proposed along the Dooradoyle Road, from the
M20 to the Ballykeefe Roundabout. This route provides
direct access to the Crescent Shopping Centre, Limerick
City and County Council, Crescent College and Gaelscoil
an Raithin while also providing a route to and from the
numerous residential estates located along the Dooradoyle
Road. The third secondary route proposed begins at the
Dock Road, travels along Ashbourne Avenue, through
Punches Cross and onto the Rossbrien Road, terminating
in advance of the N18. This route provides access to the
industrial areas along Dock Road and provides connectivity
for the residential estates located along the Rosbrien Road
to the primary routes of Raheen and the Southern Orbital
Route. The fourth and final secondary route within this area
travels along the Hyde Road from the Childers Road to the
city centre. This route provides an alternative route to the
city centre, which is more direct for trips originating east of
the Ballinacurra Road.
The Raheen network also provides a number of
feeder routes connecting the Dooradoyle Road to the
Ballycummin Road, providing a level of permeability to
residential areas and providing access from the Dooradoyle
/ Raheen residential area to the primary and secondary
routes.
In order to maximise the potential of the Raheen network,
it is considered that improvements to permeability within
this area will be required. As discussed in section 2.4,
cycling access from the Ballycummin Road to the Raheen
Business Park would be beneficial to encourage modal
shift. Additionally, the residential area of Gouldavoher is
a relatively impermeable network of separate housing
estates. Should direct cycling routes be provided,
connecting estates, an increase in cycling trips originating
from this area can be expected. Similarly, a pedestrian and
cycling link from the Mulcair Road area to the University
Hospital Limerick would encourage more sustainable
modes of transport to this large employment area.
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4.4

Proposed Ballysimon Network

The Ballysimon area can be roughly defined as being
bound by the disused Foynes railway to the west, the M7
to the south and east, the Bloodmill Road to the north and
the city centre to the north-west. The primary route within
this area primarily follows the Ballysimon Road (R527), with
the exception of the eastern section of the route, which
diverts from the Ballysimon Road onto the Old Tipperary
Road. This route terminates at the junction of the Golf Links
Road with the Old Tipperary Road.

The second secondary route travels along the Kilmallock
Road and Greenhill Road from the M7 to the city centre.
This route also provides a direct link for the residential
areas of Galvone and Crossagalla to the city centre whilst
simultaneously providing a connection between the
Ballysimon primary route and the Southern Orbital route. It
was observed that approximately one-third of cycling trips
travelling inbound on the Ballysimon Road divert from this
route onto the Greenhill Road and Garryowen Road.

This routes connects Limerick City Centre with a number of
business parks to the east, including:

The two remaining secondary routes within the Ballysimon
route network provide connectivity between the Ballysimon
network and the Castletroy network. The first of these
travels from the Ballysimon Road along the L5173 to
Caisleán Na hAbhann. This link forms the boundary of the
Ballysimon and Castletroy networks. The final secondary
route connects the primary Ballysimon route with the
Castletroy network via the Golf Links Road and transitions
onto the Castletroy network at the Old Schoolhouse Road.

-- Crossagalla Business Park;
-- East Link Business Park;
-- City East Business Park.
Along this route, at Mulgraves Street the large trip attractor
of St. Josephs Hospital is located. Additionally this route is
the direct route from the east of the City to the Presentation
Secondary School and Colaiste Mhichil.
There are four proposed secondary routes within the
Ballysimon network. The first of these is along the Roxboro
Road from the City Centre to Southill. This route connects
the city centre to the Galvone Business Park and Limerick
Enterprise Park and the residential area of Southill.
Additionally is provides a connector route between the
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Ballysimon route and the Southern Orbital primary route.

The feeder routes contained within the Ballysimon network
include links along the Ballysimon Road, Bloodmill Road,
Granville Park and St. Patricks Road. These routes provide
access to the primary and secondary routes for residential
areas to increase accessibility to the major trip attractors.
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4.5

Proposed Castletroy Network

The Castletroy area can be defined by the boundaries of the
Park Canal and River Shannon to the North, the proposed
Northern Orbital Route and the M7 to the east and the
Bloodmill Road to the south. Within this network, the primary
route travels from the city-centre to the National Technological
Park via the Dublin Road, the Old Dublin Road and Plassey
Park Road. This primary corridor connects the Major trip
attractors of Limerick City Centre, University of Limerick, the
National Technological Park, Parkway Shopping Centre and
the Limerick School of Art and Design. Large sections of this
primary corridor have been developed by Limerick Smarter
Travel over recent years. As the University of Limerick and
the National Technological Park are the largest trip attractors
within this Castletroy area, this route was selected as the
primary corridors as it is anticipated to carry the largest
volume of cyclists.
In addition to the primary route, five secondary routes are
identified within the Castletroy network.
The first of these secondary routes travels along the Dublin
Road from the Groody Roundabout to the proposed
intersection with the Northern Orbital Route. This route
provides a direct route from the east of the city to the primary
route into the city centre without the requirement to divert
onto the Plassey Park Road. This will serve the residential
areas of Monaleen, Castletroy and Annacotty with a desire to
travel to the City Centre.
Access to the primary route and Dublin Road secondary
route from the residential areas shall be provided along the
secondary corridors proposed on the Groody Link Road
(L5173) and the Old Schoolhouse Road and L1121. These
routes also connect the Ballysimon Network to UL and the
National Technological Park.

4.6

Proposed Corbally Network

Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network Study - Section 4 Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network

4.7

Proposed Caherdavin Network

The Corbally network is bound by the River Shannon to the
west, incorporates Athlunkard to the north and west and
meets the Castletroy network along the Park Canal to the
south.

The proposed Caherdavin network is surrounded by the
Condell Road to the south and west, the River Shannon to
the east, the Clare – Limerick boarder to the north and the
proposed Northern Orbital Route to the north-west.

The primary route in this network travels from the City Centre
to Westbury along the Corbally Road (R463). This primary
route provides the most direct route from the residential
areas of Westbury and Corbally to the City Centre and is
anticipated to carry the largest volume of cyclists within
the Corbally network. The primary routes also establishes
direct linkages between residential areas and the secondary
schools of St. Munchins College, Ardscoil Mhuire and
Gaelcholaiste Luimnigh.

The Caherdavin network can be considered to contain two
contiguous primary routes. The first of these primary routes
begins at Caherdavin Cross, travels along Cratloe Road,
Sexton St., High Road and Clancy’s Strand, terminating at
the Sarsfield Bridge. This route connects the residential areas
of Caherdavin to the city centre while also providing a primary
route adjacent to the Limerick Institute of Technology. Whilst
this route is not the most direct route to the city centre, it is
considered to be the most attractive when considering the
five needs of cyclists and is anticipated to carry the largest
number of cyclists within the Caherdavin network. The River
Shannon is a major barrier to movement from the Caherdavin
area to the city centre, and currently three options are
available to cyclists to traverse this obstacle, namely the
Shannon Bridge, Sarsfield Bridge and Thomond Bridge. The
Sarsfiled Bridge has been identified through CSO data and
traffic surveys as having the highest desirability for cyclists
due to its direct route to the city centre. This bridge however
is considered to be a hostile environment for cycling. The
Caherdavin network proposes a new bridge, to facilitate
pedestrians and cyclists, in the vicinity of the Sarsfield Bridge.
The removal of this barrier to movement can release the latent
demand and results in a modal shift to sustainable transport.

The Corbally network contains two secondary routes, which
provide connectivity from the Corbally primary route to the
adjacent networks. A secondary route from Thomond Bridge
to Athlunkard Street connecting the Corbally primary route
to the Caherdavin primary route is proposed and additionally
a secondary route along the Pa Healy Road connecting the
Corbally secondary network to the Castletroy secondary is
identified.
The Corbally network is supported by feeder routes along
Mill Road, Island Road and through the Corbally residential
estates to provide connectivity to the Corbally primary
network and the Park Canal Greenway.

The second primary route proposed travels along the Ennis
Road, from the Coonagh roundabout to the Sarsfield bridge.
This route incorporates the Limerick Regional Maternity

Hospital and the Jetland Shopping Centre whilst providing
the most direct route to Sarsfield Bridge from Caherdavin.
This route begins adjacent to the proposed new Coonagh
Campus of Limerick Institute of Technology. Is also provides
connectivity to the Shelbourne Road secondary route.
Due to the relatively dispersed nature of major trip attracters
in the Caherdavin network, a series of secondary routes
are required to link trip attractors and provide direct cycling
routes.
The Shelbourne Road secondary route is a route with a
considerable latent demand for cycling. This is evident from
the five schools located on this road, most notably Ardscol
Ris.
The second of these secondary routes proposed is located
on the Condell Road. This is an established route and
was one of the first cycling routes constructed in Limerick,
The Caherdavin network includes extending this route to
provide a connection to the Ennis Road primary route via the
Clonmacken Road.
The final two secondary routes proposed provide access
form the edge of the Limerick Metropolitan Area to the
primary corridor via the Knockalisheen Road and the R464
Kileely Road. These routes connect to the proposed Northern
Orbital Route.
The Caherdavin network is supported by a series of feeder
routes including the North Circular road, Meelick Road,
Redgate Road, the Moyross access road and a network of
residential routes in the Greystones area.

The final two secondary routes are proposed along Rebogue
Road and Pa Healy Road. These two routes provide
connectivity between the Castletroy primary route and the
Corbally primary route and act as connecting routes to the
Shannon Fields Green Route.
The Castletroy network is supported by feeder routes along
Park Road, St. Patricks Road, Bloodmill Road (shared
with the Ballysimon Network), Golf Links Road and the link
road connecting the Annacotty Roundabout to the L1121.
Castletroy College, a large secondary school with in excess
of 1,100 students is located along this route.
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4.8 Proposed Southern Orbital
Network

4.9 Proposed Northern Orbital
Network

This primary route is supported by a series of radial
secondary routes, connecting the primary route to the
remaining metropolitan network.

The Southern Orbital Network essentially consists of the
Childers Road and traverses the Raheen network, the
Ballysimon network and the Castletroy network.

The proposed Limerick Northern Distributor Road,
connecting Coonagh to the west with Annacotty to the
east has been identified as a strategic requirement for
the Mid-West region. According to the Mid-West Area
Strategic Plan 2012 – 2030 this scheme would enable
the region to connect and access the northern periphery
of the city limits and protect the City Centre. It also brings
the ability to make the regeneration area more accessible,
enhance access to Limerick University and the related
industrial zone.

A secondary route on the Knockalisheen Road, connecting
the northern orbital primary corridor to the Caherdavin
secondary network is proposed. Similarly, secondary
routes on the R464 Parteen Road and L3506 connecting
the northern orbital route to the R464 are proposed. Both
of these secondary routes transition onto the Caherdavin
secondary network providing direct connectivity from the
northern orbital primary route to the Caherdavin network.

This primary route acts as a vital route for trips not wishing
to enter the city centre for example trips for the Raheen /
Dooradoyle area to UL and the National Technological area
(of which there are currently 546 trips across all modes
each morning).
Along this primary corridor there are major trip attracters
including the Limerick Enterprise Park, Galvone Business
Park, Roxboro Shopping Centre, Childers Retail Park, and
the Parkway Shopping Centre.
The Southern Orbital network is supported by one
feeder route, located on O’Donoghue Avenue. This route
connects a series of residential streets with the Southern
Orbital primary routes and the secondary route proposed
along Roxboro Road.

The primary route proposed in the northern orbital network
follows the alignment of the proposed Northern Distributor
Road. This primary route shall be of particular benefit to
trips originating in the Westbury area with a destination in
either Plassey or Caherdavin (e.g UL or LIT) providing an
alternative route to travelling through the City Centre.

A secondary route connecting the Corbally primary route
to the Northern Orbital primary route is also proposed. This
route shall follow the R463.
The final secondary route proposed connects the Northern
Orbital primary route to the University of Limerick campus
via Derryduff, crossing the River Shannon on the existing
vehicular bridge within the campus.

4.10 Proposed City Centre Network
The routes identified above relate primarily to movement
within the Metropolitan Area outside the city centre, and
radial movement towards the city centre. In the city centre
itself, it is proposed to make all streets safe for cyclists of
all ages and abilities, with exceptions only for those streets
required to cater for strategic through traffic. This work will
be carried out in accordance with a number of plans and
programmes that have emerged over recent years as set
out below.
Over the past decade or so Limerick City and County
Council has undertaken some major remodelling as part of
a Strategy Plan remodelling of its streets and open spaces
as demonstrated in Figure 15.
A public realm project has been undertaken to create a
pedestrian-friendly environment that encourages people to
spend more time in the City Centre and improve linkages
and permeability.
Proposals for the City Centre correspond with the Limerick
Metropolitan District Movement Framework Study. The
existing proposals and achievements outlined propose
to make Limerick a more liveable City with emphasis on
sustainable movement patterns.
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The aim of the remodelling includes:
-- To improve the quality of the public realm of the City
Centre to a standard equal with, or superior to national
and international best practice;
-- To create a distinctive urban environment for Limerick;
-- To provide a public realm that enables the City Centre to
fully realise it’s potential as a vibrant and enjoyable place
in which to shop, to do business and to visit.
To date a number of projects have been completed, these
include:
Baker Place – Creation of new Public Square in an
area previously dominated by traffic and car parking,
strategically located between the Railway Station and the
retail heart of the City.
Bedford Row – A pedestrian area with limited access
to service vehicles during 6am – 11am, Bedford
Row provides a pedestrian friendly environment that
complements the substantial adjoining commercial
developments.
Thomas Street – known as the “cafe quarter” and a
prime shopping area in the City Centre. Thomas Street has
been developed giving a fresh contemporary feel to the
street. The street is a pedestrian area, similar in nature to
Bedford Row, from its junction with O’Connell Street and to
Little William Street after the service period of 6am – 11am.
The remainder of the street from Little William Street to
its junction with Wickham Street has expansive footpaths
creating an active street edge.
William Street – has been redeveloped to allow for
greater traffic movements to take traffic away from
O’Connell Street and to allow alteration of other streets to
become more cycle friendly. The development has also
seen improved pedestrian crossing.
John’s Square – The Square was set out in 1751 and
was Limerick’s first taste of fashionable urban architecture.
John’s Square has been transformed from an open square
into a traffic calmed area with rationalised car parking,
improved accessibility, linkage and permeability.
The River Shannon is one of the most important assets
of the City, as recognised by substantial development
along the riverside. The aim of redeveloping the riverside
is to create a high quality waterside environment for public
enjoyment, as well as a unique setting for the ongoing
revitalisation of the City Centre.
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Recent enhancements along the Riverside include:
Clancy’s Strand & O’Callaghan Strand – Both
Clancy’s Strand & O’Callaghan Strand streetscapes
have been remodelled and traffic rationalised. A sense of
place has been created through traffic calming measures,
creation of a memorial park to Robert Byrne (Trade Unionist
and Republican), improved setting of the Treaty Stone.
The development of a boardwalk from Shannon Bridge
to Thomond Bridge aligned with an improved walkway
along O’Callaghan Strand has generated a more attractive
pedestrian facility giving the area more functionality. Traffic
calming measures implemented on O’Callaghan Strand
reduce speed and create a road environment that all road
users can use safely.
City Centre Quays – Redevelopment has taken place
on Howley’s, Harvey’s and Bishops Quays. The Quay’s
offer spectacular views of the River Shannon and are a
unique setting for riverside activities and uses. A boardwalk
has been developed to expand the Quay’s and create
additional space for recreational activities. In addition
traffic calming and a 30kph zone have been introduced to
create a shared zone for pedestrians/cyclists/vehicles. This
redevelopment complements the ambitious public realm
programme in the City Centre.
The Limerick 2030 Economic Strategy and Spatial Plan
builds upon the actions of the previous remodelling
strategy.

Figure 15 Limerick City Council Remodelling of Streets and Open Spaces - Strategy Plan
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Within the City Centre regeneration area a proposal for the
redevelopment of O’Connell Street has been submitted
to the European Regional Development Fund for funding
under the heading Limerick-Shannon Gateway Bid. The
aim of the project is to enhance the urban environment
by improving the public realm and regenerating the urban
fabric. Urban mobility will be increased by reducing
emphasis on motorised traffic and prompting sustainable
travel modes. The project once implemented will benefit
from further public and private investment and act as a
catalyst for further sustainable development. Appendix E
contains further information on Limerick City and County
Council’s proposals for the City Centre core and detail how
these proposals shall enhance the cycle network within this
area.
With the above in mind, it is intended to complete a
network of cycle routes within the City Centre, which
provide connectivity between five primary radial routes
proposed for the LMA while simultaneously providing
access to the trip attractors within the City Centre area.
Each of the primary radial routes identified have been
indicated to terminate at the Motorised Orbital Route
(MOR) around the Limerick City Centre core. Within this
MOR a grid of interconnected cycling routes are proposed
providing direct and coherent routes through the City
Centre. These routes are identified on Drawing Number
023.

Figure 16 Limerick 2030 An Economic Strategy & Spatial Strategy for Limerick
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4.11 Proposed Green Route
Network
The Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network proposes the
provision of Greenway Routes within the study area.
These routes will provide routes that can be utilised for
commuting cycling and also serve as attractive leisure
routes and therefore encourage more people to take up
cycling as a hobby and eventually lead to cycling as a
mode of transport.
Limerick City and County Council have developed some
greenway routes within the LMA including adjacent to
Condell Road and along Shannon Fields. This Shannon
Fields Greenway shall be extended, along the banks of the
River Shannon to the University of Limerick Campus.
The Limerick Cycle Network Study proposes that the
Shannon Fields Greenway be extended, following the
banks of the River Shannon to the Village of Castleconnell.
This route shall run adjacent to UL and the National
Technological Park and shall attract trips to work and
education in addition to leisure trips. It shall provide a
commuter route from Castleconnell to Limerick and will act
as an attractive leisure route for recreational cyclists.
The study also proposes that consideration be given
to the provision of a Greenway route from Limerick City
Centre, adjacent to Colbert Station to Patrickswell via the
disused Limerick to Foynes Railway. It is a stated ambition
of Limerick City and County Council, the Port of Foynes
and Irish Rail to reintroduce rail services along this corridor,
however the feasibility of providing a greenway route in
parallel to this corridor should be further examined.
A further Greenway route is proposed, linking Limerick
City Centre to Bunratty, adjacent to the River Shannon.
The route can tie-in to the existing greenway parallel to the
Condell Road and travel along the riverbank for the majority
of the route. While primarily a leisure route, this Greenway
could form part of the EuroVelo Route 1, while also serving
as a commuter route between Bunratty and Limerick and
potentially between Shannon and Limerick in the future.
A series of leisure cycling routes, incorporated into the
proposed walking routes proposed in the Coonagh
Recreational Framework Plan would provide a suitable
location for leisure cyclists to complete routes with the
absence of vehicular traffic. These routes could provide the
ideal facility of family trips and beginner cyclists.
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5. Complementary
Measures
Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network Study
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5

Complementary Measures

Achieving a modal shift to cycling requires a combination
of measures, both “hard” and “soft”. The Limerick
Metropolitan Cycle Network Study addresses the
route network for cycling infrastructure, but many other
components are necessary to achieve the targeted 10% of
trips being undertaken by bicycle by 2025.
Cycling journeys must be considered on an “end-toend” basis for each trip and issues such as secure and
adequate parking facilities for bicycles, shower facilities
at trip destinations etc. form a significant component of
achieving modal shift to cycling. The Limerick Smarter
Travel office have made considerable progress in recent
years by working with other organisations such as An
Taisce Green Schools and Smarter Travel Workplaces
to facilitate the changes necessary to foster a cycling
culture in Limerick. It is a vital component to the success
of Limerick being a demonstration city for Smarter Travel
that this work continues and grows to meet the ambitious
objectives set by Limerick City and County Council.

A number of initiatives could be undertaken by Limerick
City and County Council in conjunction with partners to
encourage a cultural change and acceptance of cycling as
the norm in the Limerick Metropolitan Area. These include
initiatives such as:
-- Cycle training in schools;
-- Reductions in the number of HGV’s in Limerick City
Centre;
-- The implementation of a 30 kph speed limit in parts of
the LMA, particularly the city centre core;
-- Provision of cycle parking at all destinations for cyclists;
-- The use of Intelligent Transport Systems to benefit
cycling and cyclists. These could include a “smart
parking” for bicycles whereby the availability of bicycle
parking spaces is identified and disseminated to the
public;
-- Expansion of the Public Bike Share Scheme in line with
demand and feasibility;
-- A review and where necessary upgrade of detection
equipment at traffic signal controlled junctions to ensure
cyclists are being distinguished;
-- A journey time signage scheme for cycling;
-- Provision of Green Waves along Cycle Routes;
-- Enhanced Warning at Crossing Locations;
-- Intelligent Road Studs;
-- Provision of pre-green traffic signals for cyclists;
-- Traffic Signal Countdown Timers;
-- A cycling way-finding scheme for the Limerick
Metropolitan Area;
-- Cycle Counting Pillars / Stations;
-- Provision of leisure cycling loops within the LMA e.g.
Coonagh;
-- Construction of learning zones – a site, isolated from
traffic where children can learn how to cycle in a safe
and structured environment.
-- Co-Ordination with the National Cycle Network in the
Limerick Metropolitan Area providing the links necessary
for the Galway To Tralee, Cork to Limerick and Limerick
to Carrick-on-Shannon longer distance routes.
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