MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AT MEETING OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, ENTERPRISE AND PLANNING STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, COUNTY HALL, DOORADOYLE, LIMERICK ON MONDAY 4th of December 2017 at 2 PM.

PRESENT IN THE CHAIR:		Councillor Vivienne Crowley

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors:	Noel Gleeson, Daniel Butler, Seamus Browne, James Collins, Liam Galvin, Elenora Hogan, Stephen Keary, Seighin O’Ceallaigh, Jerry O’Dea, John Loftus, Eddie Ryan, John Sheahan, Kevin Sheehan.

SECTORAL REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT:
Brian Thompson, John Walsh

OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:
Director of Economic Development (Dr. Pat Daly), Senior Executive Officer (Pat Fitzgerald), CEO Innovate Limerick (Mike Cantwell), Chief Executive LEO (Eamon Ryan), Senior Executive Officer, Communications Officer (Laura Ryan), A/Senior Planner (Maria Woods), A/Senior Planner (Stephane Duclot), Senior Executive Officer (Brian Kennedy), A/Senior Executive Planner (Karen Burke), Staff Officer (Majella O’Brien), Clerical Officer (Lorraine Conway)


Item 1.
Adoption of minutes from Economic Development, Enterprise and Planning SPC meeting of the 9thd of October 2017. 

The draft minutes as circulated were adopted on the proposal of Cllr Noel Gleeson, seconded by Cllr Seighin O’Ceallaigh.


Item 2
To receive presentation from Limerick Childcare Committee.
Anne Delaney, Manager Limerick Childcare Committee made a presentation to the members on childcare in Limerick.
The key issues covered were:
· Profile of the Childcare Sector – 205 facilities receiving Gov funding
· 7,417 children in child care; €13.7m expended in 2017; 1,000 staff employed
· Role and importance of childcare in Economic Development
· Shortage of childcare places in Limerick City
· Relevant National Developments

Anne sought the co-operation of the Planning department to identify suitable vacant properties to address the shortage of facilities in Limerick.

The members thanked Anne for the presentation. They linked the childcare issue to the general economy and the attractiveness of Limerick as an investment location. They stressed that affordable childcare should be a priority. The role of the Naionra and the role of grandparents was also stressed. It was noted that the Council has exempted not for profit childcare facilities from planning contributions.
The Council agreed to work with the Childcare Committee to identify additional locations/buildings that might be suitable for childcare facilities. 

Item 3
To consider report from the Local Enterprise Office regarding the implementation of the Limerick Food Strategy 2016-2018.

Members received a presentation from Patricia O’Sullivan on Limerick City & County Council Food Strategy for Limerick 2016-2018.
The vision of the strategy is to enhance Limerick’s reputation for great food and to build on existing support structures designed to help maximise the economic prosperity for its food stakeholders.
Included in the strategy are:
· Function and members of Limerick Food Strategy Steering Group
· Key recommendations for action
· Food News Friday newsletter
· Cappamore Show August 2017
· Limerick Food industry networking seminar
· Limerick winners Blas na hEireann
· 2017 Food specific training
· www.limerickfood.ie
· 2018 plans include a website launch; work with the Supervalu Food Academy, promotion of local food at Limerick festivals, an Inspiration Visit, and participation in various trade shows.

The members welcomed and supported the presentation and outlined that the strategy has been successful to date and has created unity in the sector. The members highlighted the need for the following:
· The importance of the Milk Market as a showcase for local produce
· Develop a Limerick food brand
· Collaborate with international food festivals to promote local produce
· Have a stamp/brand for local produce
· Share information and recipes on limerick.ie
· Links with the Tourism Strategy
· Raising of standards in Fine Dining in the City

There was concern expressed that local produce was not receiving prominence at the high profile food festivals held in Limerick.
It was suggested that Limerick should aim for major international accreditation for its food produce and become known as a City of Gastronomy.

It was agreed to bring a proposal to full Council seeking that local food, drink and produce should feature prominently in any food related festival/event supported by the Council.

Item 4 
Presentation on the draft Tourism and Marketing Strategy for Limerick.

Due to time constraints it was agreed to defer this item to a special meeting of the SPC early in the new year.

Item 5
Presentation on the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy Issues Paper (to be taken under AOB)

Due to time constrains, this item was not taken. However, because of the submission deadlines it was agreed that the Sectoral Interest members of the SPC be invited to attend the full Council Meeting to hear the presentation.



[bookmark: _GoBack]This concluded the business of the meeting





Signed: ______________
              Councillor Vivienne Crowley
              Chairperson 
