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A meeting of the Cultural Strategic Policy Committee was held in Council Chamber, Limerick 
City and County Council, County Hall, Dooradoyle, Limerick, on Tuesday 12th December, 
2017 at 3.00pm. 
 
 
The following were in attendance: -  
 
 
IN THE CHAIR:   Cmhlr. S. Ó Ceallaigh 
 
PRESENT:  Cllr. J. Collins, Cllr. M. Collins, Cllr. E. Hogan, Cllr. M. Hurley, 

Cllr. S. Keary, Cllr. J. Leddin, Cllr. J. Loftus, Cllr. S. Lynch, Cllr. J. 
O'Dea, Cllr. K. O'Hanlon, Cllr. K. Sheahan, Cllr. M. Sheahan 

 
IN ATTENDANCE:    
  

Ms. C. Curley, Director of Service  
Mr. D. Brady, City & County Librarian  
Ms. S. Deegan, Culture and Arts Officer 
Ms. U. McCarthy, Director/Curator, Limerick Gallery 

    Dr. P. Little, Assistant Arts Officer 
Ms. A. Potter Coogan, Assistant Arts Officer 
Ms. B. Frawley, Staff Officer, Library Services 
Ms. M. Sławińska, Arts Administrator 
Ms. L. Jackman, Arts Administrator 

 
APOLOGIES:  Cllr. G. Mitchell, Cllr. J. Scanlon, Cllr. Lisa Marie Sheehy, 
 Dr. M. Potter 
 
Cmhlr. S. Ó Ceallaigh welcomed everyone to the inaugural meeting of the Cultural SPC and 
in response members wished him well in his stewardship of the SPC.  The Members 
indicated that they were looking forward to working together to develop and strengthen 
Limerick’s cultural strategies and policies. 
 
Cllr. J. Collins noted that the Cultural SPC committee would not be complete and fully 
inclusive until the sectoral interests are appointed. 
 
Item 1. Adoption of Standing Orders 
 
 
Ar moladh Cllr. M Hurley,  
Cuidithe ag Cllr. J. Leddin, agus glacadh leis: 
 
“That the draft Standing Orders as presented be adopted” 

CULTURAL STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE 
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Cllr. Hogan noted that the minimum three clear day notice is still a tight lead in time. The 
Director in response advised that an agreed schedule of meetings would provide clarity on 
meeting dates and that under Standing Orders meeting documentation should be circulated 
up to 4 weeks in advance of a meeting.  She assured members that every effort would be 
made to give as much notice to members as possible. 
 
Item 2. Agree proposed dates for Cultural SPC Meetings 
 
Ar moladh Cllr. M. Hurley, 
Cuidithe ag Cllr M. Sheahan, agus glacadh leis: 
 
That SPC meetings for the first half of 2018 be held as follows: 
 

Tuesday 16th January 2018 15.00 Council Chamber, Dooradoyle 

Monday 5th March 2018 15.00 Council Chamber, Dooradoyle 

Monday 14th May 2018 15.00 Council Chamber, Dooradoyle 

 
  
In response to a query re nominations from the Culture & Arts Sector, the Director 
confirmed that the closing date for receipt of applications for nomination was Friday 8th 
December, 2017.  Seventeen applications had been received.  It was proposed that a 
workshop would be held with the members of the SPC prior to meeting on 16th January at 
which the Members could consider the recommendation for nominations.  The nominations 
would then be formally proposed at the SPC and would be brought forward to Council 
meeting on 22nd January, 2017 for approval.  It was hoped that all nominations from the 
sectoral interests would be in place by the SPC meeting to be held on 5th March, 2017. 
 
Following discussion on the extension of the closing date to Christmas and the acceptance 
of a late application, it was agreed that the closing date would remain unchanged.  
 
 
Item 3. Overview of Cultural Directorate 
 
In introducing this item, the Director stated that this is the first Cultural SPC in the country. 
She outlined the Role of the SPC, the breath of cultural services provided by the Council and 
the Budget of approximately €5.4M that the Cultural Services Directorate operate.  She 
advised that other sections will feed in as the need arises e.g. Archives, Community, Social 
etc. 
 
The following presentations were given to the members of the SPC: 
 

o Library Service: Overview of Public Library Service - National & Local 
Mr. D. Brady, City & County Librarian  

 
o Limerick Gallery of Art: Overview of exhibition programme and plans 

Ms. U. McCarthy, Director/Curator, Limerick Gallery 
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o Limerick Arts Office: Overview, Creative Ireland, Participation and 

Engagement, Festival and Events 
Ms. S. Deegan, Arts Officer & Dr. P. Little, Assistant Arts Officer 

 
As the presentations were running over time it was agreed that the final presentation would 
be curtailed and instead uploaded to Alfresco for members to view.  The Chair, in seeking a 
suspension of standing orders to allow the meeting continue for a further half hour, advised 
that it was important to balance the length of time of presentations with the need to get the 
work of the Committee completed.  
 
Ar moladh Cllr. M. Sheahan 
Cuidithe ag Cllr  J. Leddin, agus glacadh leis 
 
“That standing orders be suspended for 30 mins to allow for completion of Agenda” 
 
 
The Director noted the Chairman’s position re length of meetings and confirmed the 
presentations would be loaded to Alfresco for members to view.  Responses to questions on 
Library Services, Museums and Art Gallery were given as follows:  comments on signage for 
the museum was noted, the updating and reprinting of Booklet on Mayors Chain would be 
examined, a presentation on the proposed new Central Library will be given during 2018, 
work is ongoing on public engagement/outreach for Limerick City Gallery of Art but requires 
additional resources, details of existing connections to LIT/LSAD were outlined.   
 
Item 4. Work Programme for the Cultural SPC 
 
The Director, in referring to Report on Cultural Policies at National & Local level already 
circulated advised the SPC members that it was proposed that a presentation on each of 
these policies would be made at future Cultural SPC meetings. 
 
The Cultural SPC will be in a position to advise Limerick City and County Council on the 
practical application of various national and local Cultural policies.  
 
Ar Moladh Cllr. M. Sheahan, 
Cuidithe ag Cllr. J. Leddin, agus glacadh leis: 
 
“That presentations be given on each of the national & local cultural policies at future SPC 
meetings”. 
 
 
Item 5. Limerick Cultural Strategy:  Objective 1 - To grow Limerick’s cultural 

capacity by retaining and attracting creative practitioners to live and work 
in Limerick. 
Consideration of criteria for the open call bursary schemes.  

 
Ar moladh Cllr M. Sheahan 
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Cuidithe ag Cllr J. Leddin, agus glacadh 
 
“That Open Call Bursary Schemes as presented be recommended to Council for adoption 

a) Limerick Theatre Bursary 
b) Limerick Short Film Bursary 
c) Strategic Fund“ 

 
 
 
Item 6. New Years Eve 2017 – update 
Ms. S. Deegan presented information on the planned events for New Year’s Eve. On 27th 
November funding was approved for a large scale civic event. Shannon Heritage will work 
with Limerick School of Arts and Design on video mapping projected onto the King John’s 
Castle, animating the façade (8-9pm). There will also be music with a live MC and fireworks 
(9-9.15pm). Members suggested that music should be scheduled to commence earlier to 
build atmosphere before the fireworks. 
 
Ar moladh Cllr. E. Hogan 
Cuidithe ag Cllr. S. Keary, agus glacadh leis: 
 
“ New Years Eve Programme for 2017”. 
 
 
Discussion ensued on developing the programme for Christmas & New Year 2018.  It was 
agreed that the matter would be revisited in the New Year.  
 
Item 7.     Consideration of Notice of Motion submitted by Cmhlr. S. Ó Ceallaigh 
 

 I will move at the next meeting that Limerick City & County Council host a 
family-friendly, public bonfire night to alleviate pressure on Gardaí and the 
Fire Services and to curb illegal burning of rubbish and the damaging of green 
areas. 
 

Cmhlr. S. Ó Ceallaigh advised that this proposal had originally been brought to the 
Metropolitan meeting but was referred to the JPC .  He stated that a similar initiative had 
been successful in Cork. Members were supportive of the idea in principle and suggested it 
might also be considered for areas outside of the City. It was noted that there were two 
different dates i.e. May Eve for the City and Halloween in the towns.    The following written 
response had been provided to the members from the Director: 
 
Response after speaking with Cork City Council  in relation to  St. John’s Eve 

The Cork City Summer Fun Nights have been running since 2007 aim to provide an 
alternative, family friendly events to celebrate bonfire night (23rd June) or St. John’s Eve.   

The events were established in 2007 by local communities, in partnership with Cork City 
Council and other statutory agencies in response to what had become a difficult night for 
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these communities; a night synonymous with litter and dumping, illegal fires and serious 
anti-social behaviour and drinking.   

Over 10 years the events have had a significant impact on reducing anti-social behaviours, 
environmental damage and the number of illegal fires in these communities. However, it 
does not fully eradicate the anti social behaviour associated with the lighting of bonfires. 

There are five events in five parks across Cork City. Each event is based in a public park in 
one of the RAPID areas in the City and is coordinated by the RAPID Coordinators in the Cork 
City Regeneration Offices.  

The events in the park attract approx. 10,000 members of the public on an annual basis. 

This year over 12,000 members of the public attended the events in the park. 

The investment by Cork City Council is in the order of €43,000 

If Limerick were deliver a similar type of event we would need to investigate further the 
possibilities around locations, partners, funding and health and safety.  

 
Ar moladh Cllr M. Collins; 
Cuidithe ag Cllr. J. Leddin, agus glacadh leis: 
 
“That a proposal be worked up to be brought before the SPC Members at its March 
Meeting” 
 
 
 
 
Item 8.  Any Other Business 
There was no other business discussed. 
 
 
The meeting then concluded. 
 
 
 
Minutes Proposed By:  
 
Minutes Seconded By:  
 
Minutes Signed By Chair: ___________________ 
 
Date: _________________ 


