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Architecture can't force
people to connect, it can
only plan the crossing
points, remove barriers,
and make the meeting
places useful and
attractive.
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1.0		Introduction
1.1

Starting Point

This document forms a key supporting document to the adopted Limerick
Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan and provides a Design and Public
Realm Code (DPRC) covering the areas of Moyross, St. Mary's Park, Ballinacurra
Weston and Southill. It may also be appropriate to adopt the principles outlined in
this plan in other areas contiguous to or within the environs of the regeneration
areas. The approach outlined in this document is also relevant to the wider city.

This DPRC is to be read in conjunction with  Volume 2 of the Limerick Regeneration
Framework Implementation Plan and together they set out a library of street and
building types and the instructions for assembling them to provide a coherent and
legible built form and streetscape. The aim is to introduce a level of design control
to ensure a high quality urban environment for the regeneration areas.

Contents

Informal Design Codes have played a role in the development of the City. The
Georgian city achieves a high level of visual coherence despite being developed
over a relatively long period and involving numerous stakeholders. Whilst there is
variation between buildings, the overall composition is united by a strong urban
design approach with a restricted palette of materials, consistent approach to
plot widths, height and proportion and a clear hierarchy between primary streets,
secondary streets and laneways.

The development of the South Campus at the University of Limerick is a more
recent example of a Design Code approach. The development of the core of the
university used a design code which promoted the use of particular building
materials and a strong preference for vertical emphasis in new buildings.  A
coherent approach to building form is matched with a coherent approach to public
realm treatment, both hard and soft landscaping, which further emphasises the
overall vision.

The DPRC is flexible and contains a set of parameters within which a variety of
designs can be created, and a library of components to draw from:  street and
building types, that can be assembled in a variety of ways according to the code's
assembly instructions.
The DPRC is not prescriptive in terms of architectural style or construction
method. It does not restrict creativity but instead challenges designers to
produce innovative and imaginative solutions that will make safe, attractive and
memorable places that present their own character while being respectful to the
existing fabric and landscape setting of each respective regeneration area. It also
ensures co-ordination between the different sites, providing a coherent approach
to the quality and character of adjacent developments to deliver a coherent visual
environment, particularly when different designers are involved.
The DPRC has been formulated through analysis of the unique and special
character of each of the regeneration areas and has been prepared to assist the
delivery of quality urban form. This is elaborated upon further in section 7.0 of this
document.

Similarly, the recently published Limerick Public Realm Design Guide, 2008 ,
prepared by Nicholas de Jong Associates, is concerned with the streets and spaces
within Limerick city centre. Both physical (individual parts of the streetscape and a Preparing Design Codes - A Practice Manual prepared by CABE (Commission for
material palette ) and non-physical requirements (movement, accessibility, activity)   Architecture and Built Environment, UK) cites the following key benefits of design
codes:
are considered in this guidance document. The main approach roads into the city
are also considered as part of this study.
1. A better designed development;
2. Enhanced economic value;
1.2
Definitions
3. A more certain planning process;
The following definition provided by the Commission for Architecture and Built
4. Streamlined development control (development management);
Environment UK states that:
5. A more co-ordinated development.
A Design Code is a set of illustrated design rules and requirements which instruct
and may advise on the physical development of a site or area. The graphic and
written components of the code are detailed and precise, and build upon a design
vision such as a masterplan or a design and development framework for a site or
area.”
This DPRC:
1. Contains written instructions and graphic illustrations;
2. Concerns physical development within the defined regeneration areas;
3. Gives precise instructions on coding the public realm and built form;
4. Does not constitute a plan in its own right but puts into operation the physical
framework strategies of the LRFIP.
The DPRC provides a resource for Limerick City and County Council to draw upon
and guide decision making, and provides clarity for designers when submitting
planning applications.
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“First life, then spaces,
then buildings – the
other way around never
works.”
-Jan Gehl
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1.0		

Introduction

1.2
Document Structure
The document is structured to reflect the layering of key elements that make up
successful places. These include:
The Existing Physical Context
This section provides a brief overview of the existing physical context for each
of the regeneration areas. Further detail is provided in Volume 2 of the adopted
Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan.

Process
The DPRC is a fluid and working tool. It is intended for reference and will be
essential for the preparation and assessing of the quality of planning applications.
Proposals for sites often have to work around difficult constraints, such as
archaeology, existing site services and topography or attractive features to be
retained. The challenge of good design is to resolve these in a way that still
complies with the guidance in this document. The DPRC will be adopted as a policy
document of Limerick City and County Council and will provide certainty that the
physical environment will be considered in a coherent manner. Compliance of the
DPRC will be assessed as part of the planning application process (pre-planning
and planning application stage).

Contents

Streets
This section provides detailed guidance on establishing a coherent street network,
provides a library of street types defining their role as movement links and their
character as places including the scale of buildings that line the street to create a
comfortable sense of enclosure.
Building Form
This section introduces a set of rules for building typologies and specific
requirements for the building/street interface with regards to materials and
appearance to ensure a coherent visual environment. In addition, there are a few
special buildings (i.e., focal buildings and employment blocks) that are not coded
but require certain key design considerations.

Public Open Spaces
This section provides guidance on how to respond to existing landscape features,
fulfil open space requirements to provide active and passive recreational facilities
for all age groups and integrate sustainable drainage systems (SUDS) into design
proposals.
Building Material Palette
This section provides guidance on how to create a neighbourhood that provides a
strong sense of place through a common materials palette for both the built form
and the public realm.
Lessons Learnt from Completed Developments
This section of the DPRC provides a summary of completed developments at Cliona
Park, Moyross, Vizes Court and Colivet Court, Southill.  These developments have
assisted in an understanding of the lessons learnt with regards to frontages, side
boundaries, car parking, landscaping and street permeability, and how this has
affected the urban grain and the streetscape.

Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan
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2.0		 Existing Physical Context
2.1
2.1.1

Existing Physical Context
Southill

2.1.2

Ballinacurra Weston

The predominant land use in the regeneration area of
Ballinacurra Weston is residential. The estate of Clarina
Park - one of the worst affected areas in terms of
estate management, crime and anti-social behaviour was developed as a cul-de-sac in the 1990s. All of this
development has been demolished in recent times.

stnetnoC

The predominant land use in the regeneration area of
Southill is residential. As stated in the adopted LRFIP,
the houses in this area generally consist of low density,
council developed estates dating from the 1960s. The
estates incorporate four residential areas, namely
Carew Park, Kincora Park, Keyes Park and O'Malley
Park, with a hotel, commercial and retail outlets, the
Limerick Enterprise Development Park (LEDP) complex,
Roxboro Shopping Centre, Galvone Industrial Estate,
Tait House (Community and Enterprise Campus),
schools and community buildings, Rathbane Golf Club,
football clubs and areas of open space.
In terms of public realm, Southill is characterised by
the following physical features:
1. Poor accessibility with adjacent neighbourhoods
which has resulted in Southill becoming physically,
economically and socially isolated;
2. The Radburn layouts that characterise Southill
create a place that is difficult to navigate;
3. Poorly observed rear courts (as part of the Radburn
layouts);
4. Poorly observed and confusing pedestrian routes;
5. Over-provision of underutilised public open space;
6. Previous demolition activity in O' Malley Park has
left significant areas of open space without a clear
role or function, which have become hotspots for
dumping and grazing of horses;
7. The quality of the public realm is compromised by
the tethering of horses;
8. Several under-used and vacant infill housing
sites, which currently detract from the overall
appearance of the estate;
9. In general, the layout of the houses provide
exposed boundaries which provide little in the way
of natural surveillance. This undermines the safety
and security of the area.

Other land-uses prevalent in the area are communityfocussed and consist of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic
Church and parochial house to the south-west, with
the community centre, crèche and credit union located
alongside to the west. At Punches Cross - which is
located outside of but adjacent to the regeneration
boundary - there is a neighbourhood centre
comprising a large Spar outlet, a butchers, off-licence
and a pharmacy. In the immediate vicinity, to the east,
there is a large supermarket (Lidl) and a modern office
development. These types of uses are important for
the overall vitality of the regeneration area.
In terms of public realm, Ballinacurra Weston is
characterised by the following physical features:
1. Poor accessibility and/or awareness of routes to key
locations due to the cul-de-sac layout of the area;
2. Unattractive public realm with an overdominance
of hard surfaces (especially to Byrne Avenue) and
rock armoury with limited soft landscaping;
3. Poorly overlooked pedestrian routes;
4. A significant amount of vacant land within the
regeneration area at the site formerly occupied by
Clarina Park;
5. Several under-used and vacant housing sites, which
currently detract from the overall appearance of
the estate.
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2.0		 Existing Physical Context

2.1.3

St. Mary's Park

King's Island is a naturally scenic area set between two
rivers, the Shannon and Abbey river and within close
proximity to the historic medieval core of the city.  The
area contains a variety of land uses including residential,
administrative, ecclesiastical, educational, retail, business
and tourism-related uses. While the southern part of the
island is a lively area with a mix of land uses, the area to
the north is predominantly residential, and due to its poor
transport connections, is disconnected from the rest of
the city. In terms of community facilities and amenities
in the area, there is an upgraded community centre in to
the south-west of the island and two playing pitches (Star
Rovers) to the east (on short-term lease from Limerick City
and County Council).

2.1.4 Moyross
The predominant land use in the regeneration area of
Moyross is residential. Within the heart of the regeneration
area is the existing community hub which contains the
Corpus Christi Church, Corpus Christi Primary School
and the Moyross Community Centre. Other land-uses

Contents

Although there are extensive areas of open space to the
south, it is generally low-lying and liable to flooding. King's
Island features a delicate ecological environment which
has been designated as a Special Area of Conservation.
In addition, the island has a significant architectural and
archaeological heritage, containing the remains of the
Limerick City Walls and a number of surviving buildings
from the 12th and 13th Centuries including King John's
Castle and St. Mary's Cathedral.
In terms of public realm, St. Mary's Park is characterised by
the following physical features:

1. Poor accessibility which has resulted in St. Mary's
Park becoming physically, economically and socially
isolated;
2. Unattractive public realm with an over-dominance
of hard surfaces with limited soft landscaping;
3. Several under-used and vacant housing sites, which
currently detract from the overall appearance of
the estate;
4. Severe environmental black spots to the east of St.
Munchin's Street where a strip of land has been
used as a landfill site and filled with domestic
refuse;
5. The layout of the houses to the east of St.
Munchin's Street backs onto the landfill therefore
providing little in the way of natural surveillance.
This has exacerbated the issue of illegal dumping.

prevalent in the area are community-focussed and
consist of Watch House Cross to the south-east which
is a designated a District Centre. This centre contains a
food store - SuperValu, pharmacy, library, hairdressers
and take-away outlets.

In terms of the public realm, Moyross is characterised
by the following physical features:
1. Poor accessibility with adjacent neighbourhoods
which has resulted in Moyross becoming physically,
economically and socially isolated;
2. Over-provision of underutilised public open space;
3. The quality of the public realm is compromised by
the tethering of horses;
4. Several under-used and vacant infill housing
sites, which currently detract from the overall
appearance of the estate;
5. In general, the layout of the houses provide
exposed boundaries which provide little in the way
of natural surveillance.
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3.0		 Parameter Plans
This chapter sets out the parameter plans for each of the regeneration areas outlining the structure of the Design and Public Ream Code in one single drawing. The
parameter plans elaborates upon the physical strategies for each of the regeneration areas as outlined in the adopted LRFIP with the key aim to synthesise a number of
physical elements to ensure successful design. The parameter plans highlights the following key items:
1. Street Types;
2. Key Frontages;
3. Key Buildings;
4. Character Areas (residential, mixed-use, etc.);
5. Local Areas of Play;
6. District Level Play;
7. Sports Pitches.
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Detailed requirements are elaborated on
further from Chapter 4.0 onwards and
therefore should be read in conjunction
with these parameter plans.
KEY

DELMEGE
ESTATE

DELMEGE
ESTATE

KEY
Character Areas
Character Areas
Residential
Residential
Residential
fronting onto Open Space
Residential fronting onto Open Space
Mixed Use
Mixed Use
Employment
Employment
Public Open
Space
Public Open Space
Street Types
Types
ArterialStreet
- (Street
Type: A1)
Arterial
- (Street
Type: A1)
Link - (Street
Type:
B1,B2,B3)
Link - (Street
Type: B1,B2,B3)
Local - (Street
Type: C1,C2,C3,C4,C5,C6)
Local
(Street
Type: C1,C2,C3,C4,C5,C6)
Leisure Route (pedestrian/cycle-path)
Leisure Route (pedestrian/cycle-path)
Townscape
Townscape
Key Buildings
Key Buildings
Key Frontages
Key Frontages
Play Strategy
Play Strategy
District level play - walking catchment 600m
District level play - walking catchment 600m
Local Play - walking catchment 240m
Local Play - walking catchment 240m

MOYROSS
COMMUNITY
CENTRE

MOYROSS
ENTERPRISE
CENTRE
MOYROSS
COMMUNITY
CENTRE

MOYROSS
ENTERPRISE
CENTRE

WATCH
HOUSE CROSS

ST.
NESSAN’S

ST.
NESSAN’S

WATCH
HOUSE CROSS

Active Playing Pitches
Active Playing Pitches
Limerick-Galway Train Line
Limerick-Galway Train Line
Study Area
Study Area

LIT
LIT

MOYROSS
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3.0		 Parameter Plans
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3.0		 Parameter Plans

KEY

KEY

Character Areas
Residential
Residential fronting onto Open Space
Mixed Use
Public Open Space
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Residential
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3.0		 Parameter Plans
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Street Types
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Play Strategy

Townscape
Key Buildings
Key Frontages

Street Types
Arterial - (Street Type: A1)
Link - (Street Type: B1,B2,B3)
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Key Buildings
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4.0		 Streets
This DPRC supports and promotes within this document the objectives of the Design
Manual for Streets and Roads (2013) by:
1. Creating walkable neighbourhoods;
2. Achieving a modal shift to sustainable modes;
3. Providing a choice of routes, thus encouraging permeability;
4. Creating a simple and legible street pattern;
5. Providing compact streets and junctions that represent better value for money.

C5
Homezone/Shared Space(e.g.,Markievicz Drive, Southill)
C5 streets work at the lowest level of the street hierarchy and encourage the creation of
shared surface streets and homezones.
C6
Rear Courts
The existing rear courts, that are a feature of the Radburn layouts of Southill, are publicly
accessible and form the lowest order of street type in the overall movement network.
These spaces should be designed as holistic pieces of public realm with varied and
informal amenity spaces, which may also be used for informal recreational activity.
The design of these spaces will have regard to the low level of passive surveillance and
security concerns.
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The DPRC sets out the requirements for the street network, providing guidance on new
streets as well as improvement of existing streets that interface with the adjoining
existing street network.  The code employs various street types as recommended by
DMURS (page 64) and the Urban Design Compendium, catering for differing demands of
traffic by all modes. Each street is designed to cater for various travel modes within the
street space.  To inform the street planning process, the codes uses a series of steps to
ensure that the streets planning process covers all the aspects prescribed in this design
code. These are as follows:

STEPS
1. Define area to plan and design streets (these are the regeneration framework
boundaries);
2. Define land use, movement and open space strategies (these are the physical
framework strategies contained within Volume 2 of the adopted LRFIP);
3. Plan strategic streets with regard to the land use, movement and open space
strategies;
4. Plan further sub-division by minor streets with regard to the land use, movement and
open space strategies.
This section presents detailed requirements on the laying out of street patterns, their
spacing, sub-division and alignment for the following street types:
ARTERIAL STREETS
A1
Strategic Links
At a strategic level, the A1 type street provides the main movement grid for buses and
vehicles throughout the regeneration areas and connections with the existing strategic
road network.
LINK STREETS
B1
Mixed Use Street (e.g., Moyross Avenue, Southill Area Centre)
B2
Residential Avenue (e.g., Moyross Avenue)
B3
Non-Residential Street (e.g., Galvone Industrial Estate)
B type streets, work at the next level down in the hierarchy, and will be organised as the
main avenues with bus stops to be promoted at regular intervals.
LOCAL STREETS
C1
Residential Street with on-street parking
C2
Residential Street with on-curtilage parking (e.g., St.Colmcille Street, St. Mary's
Park)
C3
Residential Street fronting onto open space (e.g., Cliona Park, Moyross fronting
onto proposed District Park)
C4
Residential Street fronting onto open space with on-street parking to one side (St.
Munchin's Street, St. Mary's Park)

At a more local level, the C type streets provide an effective structure for pedestrian and
cycle permeability as well as forming a basis for the subdivision of large development
blocks into smaller blocks allowing vehicular access. In this context, the frequency of C
streets is greater than B streets to provide more choice.
The following section contains the street type library setting out design parameters for
each street type. These street types will provide a clear hierarchy and help to reinforce
the inherent legibility of the network and provide a suitable and comfortable sense of
enclosure as recommended in DMURS. The aim of these street types is to encourage
appropriate and desirable behaviour from all those that use them as well as “defining
them as urban spaces, creating a greater sense of intimacy and promoting them as
pedestrian friendly spaces that are overlooked” (Section 4.2.1, Design Manual for Urban
Roads and Streets).
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4.0		Streets
ARTERIAL STREETS
A1
Arterial Link

Parameter

Requirement

Material/Note

1

Footway

Concrete block pavers with reconstituted stone finish

Typical Locations: Childer's Road, Cratloe Road

5m to include spill out zone (2m) associated with ground
floor active uses

2

Cycle Path

1.75m - 2.0m

The Arterial Street is the highest order street in the
regeneration areas. It will be a key public transport corridor
and point of arrival for most residents and workers.
The Street will provide the focus for retail, business and
community uses serving the surrounding residential areas.

Coloured Asphalt - red brick tones
(Please refer to section 7.0 for a defined palette)

3

Verge

0.75m - 1.2m

To match footpath

4

Car parking

Parallel on pavement level - 2.5m wide
No on curtilage parking

Concrete block paving with banding to edge to denote material change

5

Tree pit surface

6

General traffic lanes

7

Kerbing

8

Street Trees

Spacing every 14 -20 metres within the car parking zone

20-25cm girth
(Please refer to section 6.0 for a detailed species list)

9

Pedestrian crossing

Formal signalised crossings at regular intervals

Asphalt with natural/reconstituted stone kerbing laid flush

10

Building face to face dimension

26m - 27.4m

11

Building height
(Note:  Vertical dimensions indicated
are derived from the completed
Cliona Park Phase 1 scheme)

Range of Building Heights from 3 Storeys (7.9m - 11.1m) to  4
Storeys: (12.3m - 13.0m)

Heights are given as the maximum acceptable number of
full height floors above ground level.  An additional storey is
acceptable at a corner building along the street to highlight
its particular prominence in the streetcape as a landmark
building

12

Enclosure Ratio

3 Storeys: 7.9m - 11.1m  = 1:2.4 - 1:3.4
4 Storeys: 12.3m - 13.0m = 1:2.1 - 1:2.2

In scenarios where enclosure ratios exceed 1:3, consideration
must be given to the use of devices to increase the height
of the street wall such as an attic storey with monopitch
roof to the street or  raising parapet heights etc. to provide a
stronger enclosure ratio

13

Building typology

Apartment buildings, terraced houses, active ground floor
uses (commercial/retail uses)

14

Continuity of Street Wall

75-100% (100% at corners)

Contents

The street will accommodate cycle parking and provide
a location for pedestrians to pause when crossing the
street informally.  This street type will be promoted only
where there is a sufficient amount and range of activity
to animate it. It is important that this street type is not
adopted in other locations where the absence of this
activity is likely to result in high vehicle speeds.

The enclosure ratio achieved is approximately between
1:2 (assuming 4 storeys) and 1: 3 (assuming 3 storeys). The
Design Manual for Roads and Streets would class this as a
strong sense of enclosure.

Resin bound porous gravel (ensure the working detail takes
into account that the soil in the tree pit will consolidate (settle) and not cause collapse of the resin bound surface)

6.5m max

Macadam/asphalt
Natural stone/reconstituted stone

1 ADDITIONAL STOREY ALLOWED AT
CORNER BUILDING
MAXIMUM HEIGHT =
4 STOREYS

1:2

ap
pro
x

MINIMUM HEIGHT =
3 STOREYS
9

1

4.75m

2

3

1.75m
-2m
0.75-1.2m

4

2.5m

5

8

6

6.5m

7

2.5m

1.75m
-2m
0.75-1.2m

4.75m
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4.0		Streets
LINK STREETS
B1
Mixed Use Avenue

Parameter

Requirement

Material/Note

2

Footway

2.5m

Concrete block pavers with reconstituted stone finish
(Please refer to section 7.0 for a defined palette)

3

Cycle Path

1.75m - 2m

Coloured Asphalt - red brick tones

4

Verge

0.75m - 1.2m

To match footpath

5

Car parking

Parallel on pavement level:
2.5m wide

Concrete block paving

6

Tree pit surface

7

General traffic lanes

8

Kerbing

9

Street Trees

10

Pedestrian crossing

11

Building face to face dimension

25m - 26.9m

12

Building height
(Note:  Vertical dimensions
indicated are derived from the
completed Cliona Park Phase 1
scheme)

Range of Building Heights from 3
Storeys
(7.9m - 11.1m) to  4 Storeys: (12.3m 13.0m)

Heights are given as the maximum acceptable number of
full height floors above ground level

13

Enclosure Ratio

3 Storeys: 7.9m - 11.1m  = 1:3.3 - 1:2.4
4 Storeys: 12.3m - 13.0m = 1:2.1 - 1:2.0

In scenarios where enclosure ratios exceed 1:3, consideration must be given to the use of devices to
increase the height of the street wall such as an attic storey with monopitch roof to the street or
raising parapet heights, etc. to provide a stronger enclosure ratio

14

Building typology

Apartment buildings, terraced
houses, active ground floor uses
(commercial/retail)

15

Continuity of Street Wall

75-100% (100% at corners)

1

Typical Locations: Mixed use element of Moyross Avenue,
Southill Area Centre)
The Mixed Use Avenue is the highest order street type
not intended to accommodate through traffic. This street
type will also form the primary alignment for local bus
services not utilising the Arterial Links, hence a sufficient
carriageway width for large vehicles to comfortably pass
one another.

Boundary Treatment

Spill out zone (2m) associated with
ground floor active uses

Concrete block pavers with reconstituted stone finish/Low clipped shrub and/or groundcover planting

stnetnoC

This street type should also be adapted for those parts
of the where the building lines are fixed by recently
constructed development (e.g., Cliona Park). It is proposed
that the existing cross-section is largely retained, but
a number of measures are introduced to reduce traffic
speeds,  including the removal of the road centre line and
re-laying the carriageway course, where appropriate, in
asphalt/macadam to enhance the area. Bus stop lay-bys
are to be incorporated within the carriageway. This will
make it more difficult for general traffic to pass stationary
buses, using the bus as a mobile traffic calming device
thereby reducing vehicle speeds.
The enclosure ratio achieved is between approximately
1:3 (assuming 3 storeys) and 1:2 (assuming 4 storeys).  The
Design Manual for Roads and Streets would class this as a
strong sense of enclosure.

Resin bound porous gravel (ensure the working detail takes into account that the soil in the tree pit
will consolidate (settle) and not cause collapse of the resin bound surface)

6.5m max;  6m preferred

macadam/asphalt

Natural stone/reconstituted stone

Spacing every 14 -20 metres within
the car parking zone

20-25cm girth
(Please refer to section 6.0 for a detailed species list)

Asphalt with natural/reconstituted stone kerbing laid flush

MAXIMUM HEIGHT =
4 STOREYS

1:2

1

2m

app
rox

2

3

2.5m

1.75m
-2m

4

0.75
1.2m

MINIMUM HEIGHT =
3 STOREYS

9

7

10

6

5

6m
2.5m

2.5m

8

0.75
1.2m

1.75m
-2m

2.5m

2m

xt
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4.0		Streets
LINK STREETS
B2
Residential Avenue
Typical Locations: O' Malley Park, Southill)

Parameter

Requirement

Material/Note

2

Footway

2.5m

Concrete block pavers with reconstituted stone finish (Please refer to
section 7.0 for a defined palette)

3

Car parking

Parallel on pavement level
No on curtilage parking

Concrete block paving with banding to edge to denote material
change

4

Street Trees

Spacing every 14 -20 metres within the car
parking zone

Street Trees: 20-25cm girth.
(Please refer to section 6.0 for a detailed species list)

5

General traffic lanes

6.0m max
Buses with general traffic lanes

macadam/asphalt

6

Tree pit surface

Resin bound porous gravel (ensure the working detail takes into account that the soil in the tree pit will consolidate (settle) and not cause
collapse of the resin bound surface)

7

Kerbing

Natural stone/reconstituted stone

8

Building face to face dimension

21m

9

Building height
(Note:  Vertical dimensions indicated are derived from the completed Cliona Park Phase 1
scheme)

Range of Building Heights from 3 Storeys
(7.9m - 11.1m) to  4 Storeys: (12.3m - 13.0m)

Heights are given as the maximum acceptable number of
full height floors above ground level.

10

Enclosure Ratio

3 Storeys: 7.9m - 11.1m  = 1:2.6 - 1:1.8
4 Storeys: 12.3m - 13.0m = 1:1.7 - 1:1.6

In scenarios where enclosure ratios exceed 1:3, consideration must be
given to the use of devices to increase the height of the street wall
such as an attic storey with monopitch roof to the street or
raising parapet heights, etc. to provide a stronger enclosure ratio

11

Building typology

Apartment buildings, terraced houses

12

Continuity of Street Wall

75-100% (100% at corners)

1

The Residential Avenue provides an appropriate street scale
for a residential character area. On street parking provides
animation and a passive traffic calming effect resulting
from vehicles manoeuvring into and out of spaces. Tree
planting helps to shorten a driver's natural point of focus,
acting as another passive traffic calming measure. On
curtilage parking is not proposed within this street type.

Boundary Treatment

Low level boundary treatment up to 1.2m
high. Privacy strip of 2.5m required (please
refer to section 5.7.1).

Stub wall with railings

Contents

The enclosure ratio achieved is approximately between
1:2.6 (assuming 3 storeys) and 1:1.6 (assuming 4 storeys).
The Design Manual for Roads and Streets would class this
as a strong sense of enclosure.

MAXIMUM HEIGHT =
4 STOREYS

1: 1
.8 a
ppr
ox

MINIMUM HEIGHT =
3 STOREYS

1
2.5m

2

2.5m

3

4

5

6
6m

2.5m

2.5m

7

2.5m

2.5m

tx
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4.0		Streets
LOCAL STREETS
B3
Non-Residential Street
Typical Locations: Galvone Industrial Estate
Local non-residential streets are those streets that consist
of mixed use and employment generating uses. This
typology by their very nature can often take the form of
large, dominating buildings with blank frontage. A key
objective for the street typology formed by non-residential
buildings is to humanise the streetscape as much as
possible and focus surveillance and activity onto the public
realm.

Parameter

Requirement

Material

1

Footway

2.5m

Natural stone flags and or concrete block pavers/flags with recon stone finish
(Please refer to section 7.0 for a defined palette)

2

Cycle Path

1.75m-2m

Coloured Asphalt - red brick tones

3

Verge

0.75m - 1.2m

to match footpath

4

Car parking

Parallel on pavement level (2.5m wide)

Concrete block paving with banding to edge to denote material change

5

Tree pit surface

6

General traffic lanes

7

Kerbing

8

Street Trees

9

Pedestrian crossing

10

Privacy Strip

Up to 2m spill out zone associated with ground
floor active uses. This zone may also be landscaped with low level planting shrubbery. Grass
and bulbs

11

Building face to face dimension

25m - 26.9m

12

Building height

Range of Building Heights from 3 Storeys (7.9m 11.1m) to  4 Storeys: (12.3m - 13.0m)
(Note:  Vertical dimensions indicated are derived
from the completed Cliona Park Phase 1 scheme)

Heights are given as the maximum acceptable number of full height floors above
ground level.  

13

Enclosure Ratio

3 Storeys: 7.9m - 11.1m  = 1:3.3 - 1:2.4
4 Storeys: 12.3m - 13.0m = 1:2.1 - 1:2.0

In scenarios where enclosure ratios exceed 1:3, consideration must be given to the
use of devices to increase the height of the street wall such as an attic storey with
monopitch roof to the street or raising parapet heights, etc. to provide a stronger
enclosure ratio

14

Building typology

Non-residential uses (office, light industry, warehousing)

15

Continuity of Street Wall

75-100% (100% at corners)

stnetnoC

This type of street should be continuous rather than a
cul-de-sac, to avoid the need for large turning areas to
accommodate HGVs. This street will consist of a single
carriageway with cycle lanes. Service yards and internal
car parking areas shall be internalised within the block to
avoid these spaces fronting onto the street and landscape
areas. Wrapping the block ensures that rear elevations,
service yards and large areas of parking are not exposed
to the street and will also contribute to ensuring a
comfortable street enclosure.
The enclosure ratio achieved is approximately between
1:3.3 (assuming 3 storeys) and 1:2.0 (assuming 4 storeys).
The Design Manual for Roads and Streets would class this
as a strong sense of enclosure.

Resin bound porous gravel (ensure the working detail takes into account that the
soil in the tree pit will consolidate (settle) and not cause collapse of the resin bound
surface)

6.0m - 6.5m max

macadam/asphalt

Natural stone/reconstituted stone

Spacing every 14 -20 metres within the car parking zone

20-25cm girth
(Please refer to section 6.0 for a detailed species list)
asphalt with natural/reconstituted stone kerbing laid flush
Low clipped shrub and/or groundcover planting

MAXIMUM HEIGHT =
4 STOREYS

MINIMUM HEIGHT =
3 STOREYS

1:2 a
p p ro
x

1

2m

2

3

0.75
1.2m

2.5m
1.752m

4

5

9

6

7

8

6.0-6.5m
2.5m

2.5m

10

0.75
1.2m

2.5m
1.752m

2m

xt
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4.0		Streets
LOCAL STREETS
C1
Residential Street with on-street parallel
parking

Parameter

Requirement

1

Boundary Treatment

Low level boundary treatment up to 1.2m Stub wall with railings/hedge
high. Privacy strip of 2.5m required (please
refer to section 5.7.1).

Typical Locations: (Maigue Way, Kincora)

2

Footway

2.50m

Concrete block pavers/reconstituted stone pavers (Please refer to section 7.0 for a defined
palette)

3

Street trees

On street: 14-16 metres spacing

20-25cm girth or larger (Please refer to section 6.0 for a detailed species list)

4

Tree pit surface

5

General traffic lanes

5.0-5.5m max

macadam/asphalt

6

Car parking

Parallel on pavement level

Concrete block paving

7

Kerbing

8

Building face to face dimension

20m - 20.5m

9

Building height
Note:  Vertical dimensions
indicated are derived from the
completed Cliona Park Phase 1
scheme)

Range of heights as follows:

10

Enclosure Ratio

2 Storeys: 1:3.4 - 1:3.8
2 Storey with monopitch: 1:2.7 - 1:2.8
3 Storeys: 1:1.8 - 1:2.5

10

Building typology

Terraced houses

11

Continuity of Street Wall

75-100% (100% at corners)

C1 streets are the highest order streets of the three local
types and is designed to provide access to adjacent properties and other C-type streets. This street type assumes on
street parking only.

Material/Note

Contents

The enclosure ratio achieved is approximately between
1:3.8 (assuming 2 storeys) and 1:1.8 (assuming 3 storeys). The
Design Manual for Roads and Streets would class this as a
moderate to strong sense of enclosure. Where two-storey
typologies are proposed, monopitches with apexes to the
street will be encouraged to achieve a stronger sense of
enclosure.

Resin bound porous gravel (ensure the working detail takes into account that the soil in the
tree pit will consolidate (settle) and not cause collapse of the resin bound surface)

Natural stone/reconstituted stone

2 Storeys: 5.2m - 5.8m
2 Storey with monopitch: 7.2-7.4
3 Storeys: 7.9m - 11.1m  

1:3

Heights are given as the maximum acceptable number of full height floors above ground
level.  

In scenarios where enclosure ratios exceed 1:3, consideration must be given to the use of
devices to increase the height of the street wall such as an attic storey with monopitch roof
to the street or raising parapet heights etc. to provide a stronger enclosure ratio

app
rox

MAXIMUM HEIGHT =
3 STOREYS

MINIMUM HEIGHT =
2 STOREYS

1

2.5m

2

2.5m

3

4

5

6

5.0m-5.5m
2.5m

7

2.5m
2.5m

2.5m

tx
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4.0		Streets
LOCAL STREETS
C2
Residential Street with on-curtilage and on-street
parking (Cosgrave Park, Moyross)
C2 Local Streets provide flexibility in allowing for both oncurtilage and on-street car parking provision.
The enclosure ratio achieved is approximately between
1:2.8 (assuming 2 storeys with monopitch) and 1:1.8 (assuming 3 storeys). The Design Manual for Roads and Streets
would class this as a moderate to strong sense of enclosure. Where two-storey typologies are proposed, minimum
dimensions are recommended and monopitches with
apexes to the street encouraged to achieve a stronger
sense of enclosure.

1

Parameter

Requirement

Boundary Treatment

Low level boundary treatment up to 1.2m high. Privacy
strip required (please refer to section 5.7.1 and 5.7.2)

Material/Note

Stub wall with railings/hedge

2

Drop kerb

3

General traffic lanes

5.0-5.5m max

Concrete block pavers to match footpaths
macadam/asphalt

4

Car parking

On curtilage to one side (5.5m - 6.0m max zone)with
parallel on pavement level to other side (2.5m zone)

Concrete block paving

5

Kerbing

6

Footway

7

Tree in private garden

8

Street trees

9

Building face to face dimension

22.6m - 23.5m

10

Building height
Note:  Vertical dimensions
indicated are derived from the
completed Cliona Park Phase 1
scheme)

Range of heights as follows:

11

Enclosure Ratio

2 Storeys: 5.2m - 5.8m = 1:3.4 - 3.9
2 Storey with monopitch: 7.2-7.4 = 1:2.7 - 1:2.8
3 Storeys: 7.9m - 11.1m = 1:1.8 - 1:2.6

12

Building typology

Terraced houses

13

Continuity of Street Wall

75-100% (100% at corners)

Natural stone/reconstituted stone

stnetnoC
2.50m

Concrete block pavers/reconstituted stone pavers (Please refer to section 7.0 for a defined palette)
16-18cm girth or larger (Please refer to section 6.0 for a detailed species list)

Within gardens: 1 every second dwelling
(applicable to typologies with on-curtilage parking)

20-25cm girth or larger

On street: 14-16 metre spacing

Heights are given as the maximum acceptable number of full height
floors above ground level.  

2 Storeys: 5.2m - 5.8m
2 Storey with monopitch: 7.2-7.4
3 Storeys: 7.9m - 11.1m  

In scenarios where enclosure ratios exceed 1:3, consideration must be
given to the use of devices to increase the height of the street wall
such as an attic storey with monopitch roof to the street or raising
parapet heights, etc. to provide a stronger enclosure ratio

Group parking may be used in this street type in place of on
curtilage parking. In this scenario, overlooking from ground floor
habitable rooms is a requisite.

1:3 a
ppro
x

MAXIMUM HEIGHT =
3 STOREYS

MINIMUM HEIGHT =
2 STOREYS

1

6.5 m

7

2

3

4

8

5.0m-5.5m
2.5m

5

6

2.5m
2.5m

2.5m

xt
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4.0		Streets
LOCAL STREETS
C3
Residential Street fronting onto open space with different public space boundary
treatments (berm, swale, hedged enclosure)

1

Parameter

Boundary Treatment

Requirement

Low level boundary treatment up to 1.2m high.
Privacy strip required (please refer to section 5.7.1
and 5.7.2)

Material/Note

Stub wall with railings/hedge

This street type sets out the parameter requirements where a local street faces a public
open space or a piece of fallow ground. A building height of 3 storeys is recommended in
this scenario with supplementary street trees to reinforce a sense of enclosure around the
open space.

2

Drop kerb

Concrete block pavers to match footpaths

3

General traffic lanes

5.0-5.5m max

macadam/asphalt

4

Car parking

1.
2.

Concrete block paving

This treatment below within this street type describes the requirements for accommodating soft-scaped SUDS features, a hedge or a berm to one side. The berm feature will be of
a sufficient height and gradient to ensure adequate overlooking of the public open space
whilst ensuring easy maintenance. The berm will also act as a more attractive alternative to rock armoury in discouraging joyriding activity.  The option for a swale street type
describes the requirements for accommodating a SUDS feature which may be combined
with retained, existing natural landscape features of high ecological and/or hydrological
value.

5

Kerbing

6

Footway

7

Tree in private garden
Applicable to typologies with oncurtilage parking

8

Street trees

Within gardens: 1 every second dwelling
On street: 14-16 metres spacing

9

Building face to face dimension

Not applicable. However trees to be considered
on opposite boundary to provide a comfortable
street enclosure.

10

Building height
Note:  Vertical dimensions
indicated are derived from the
completed Cliona Park Phase 1
scheme)

Height ranges are as follows:
3 Storeys: 7.9m - 11.1m  
4 Storeys: 12.3m - 13.0m

11

Building typology

Terraced houses

12

Continuity of Street Wall

75-100% (100% at corners)

On curtilage to one side (6.5m max zone)
Parallel on pavement (2.5m zone)

Contents

Edge to local park - hedged enclosure

Natural stone/reconstituted stone

2.50m

Concrete block pavers/reconstituted stone
pavers (Please refer to section 7.0 for a
defined palette)
16-18cm girth or larger (Please refer to section 6.0 for a detailed species list)
20-25cm girth or larger

Heights are given as the maximum
acceptable number of full height floors
above ground level.

Edge to green space with swale

2.5m

2.5m

2.5m

5.0m -

MAXIMUM HEIGHT =
4 STOREYS

1.2m
1.8m

MINIMUM HEIGHT =
3 STOREYS

Edge to fallow ground with berm

3
2
1
2

1

4
0.5m
6.5m

6.5m

2.5m

5.0m -

2.5m

5.0m -

1.2m
1.8m

3.6m

1.2m
1.8m

Feature

Material

1

Verge

Mown grass 1.2-1.8m wide

2

Earth mounding

Grass/meadow seeding

3

Tree planting

20-25cm girth trees or larger, at wide centres 12-15m approx.
for possible integration with future residential development

4

Fallow ground

Grass/meadow seeding

Feature

Material

1

Kerbing

Kerb with regular opes to permit water runoff to swale

2

Swale

Grass or meadow seeding. Slopes at max 1:2
grade. Depth
300-600mm

tx
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4.0		Streets
LOCAL STREETS
C4
Residential Street fronting onto open space with
on-street parking to one side

1

This street type sets out the parameter requirements
where a Local Street faces an open space with on-street
parking to one side. The option describes proposals for
St. Mary's Park and the treatment of the area east of St.
Munchin's Street (backing onto the historical landfill)
once full demolition has taken place.

Parameter

Requirement

Boundary Treatment

Low level boundary treatment up to 1.2m high.
Privacy strip required (please refer to section 5.7.1
and 5.7.2)

Material

Stub wall with railings/hedge

2

Drop kerb

Concrete block pavers to match footpaths

3

General traffic lanes

5.0-5.5m max

macadam/asphalt

4

Car parking

1.
2.

Concrete block paving

5

Kerbing

6

Footway

7

Tree in private garden

8

Street trees

Within gardens:  1 every second dwelling
On street:  14-16 metre

9

Building face to face dimension

Not applicable. However trees to be considered
on opposite boundary to provide a comfortable
street enclosure.

10

Building height
Note:  Vertical dimensions indicated are
derived from the completed Cliona Park
Phase 1 scheme)

Height ranges are as follows:
3 Storeys: 7.9m - 11.1m  
4 Storeys: 12.3m - 13.0m

11

Building typology

Terraced houses

12

Continuity of Street Wall

75-100% (100% at corners)

On curtilage to one side (6.5m max zone)
Parallel on pavement (2.5m - 3.0m zone)

stnetnoC

Natural stone/reconstituted stone

2.50m

Concrete block pavers/reconstituted stone pavers
(Please refer to section 7.0 for a defined palette)
16-18cm girth or larger (Please refer to section 6.0
for a detailed species list)
20-25cm girth or larger

Heights are given as the maximum acceptable
number of full height floors above ground level.

5

5

7

8
1
7

3

6
1

4
2

6.5m

2.5m

5.0m -

Feature

Material

1

On-street parking spaces

Permeable concrete block paving

2

Tree pit/bio-retention area
(SUDS)

3

4

3

6

2

1.2m
1.8m

3m
6.5m

2.5m

5.0m - 5.5m

2.5m
3.0m

1.2m
2.5m

Feature

Material

1

On-street parking spaces

Permeable concrete block paving

20-25cm girth tree or larger with groundcover planting

2

Tree pit/bio-retention area
(SUDS)

20-25cm girth tree or larger with groundcover planting

Verge

Mown grass 1.2-1.8m wide

3

Verge

Mown grass 1.2-1.8m wide

4

Berm

Earth mounding with native grass and wildflower meadow mixes

4

Meadow

Native wildflower and native grass mixes

5

Tree groups in park

20-25cm girth trees or larger at 3-6m centres

5

Tree groups in park

20-25cm girth trees or larger at 3-6m centres

6

Meadow

Native wildflower and native grass mixes

6

Pedestrian/cycle path

7

Pedestrian/cycle path

Asphalt/macadam with stone/recon stone kerbing. Design for emergency and maintenance vehicle access 2.4 - 3.0m wide

Asphalt/macadam with stone/recon stone kerbing. Design for emergency and maintenance vehicle access 2.4 - 3.0m wide

7

Existing wet meadow

To be conserved

8

Existing wet meadow

To be conserved

3m

xt
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4.0		Streets
LOCAL STREETS
C5
Shared Space (Markievicz Dr. Southill)
This street type is designed to be accessible to both pedestrians and cars, to enable pedestrians to move more freely
with traffic management features to enable the pedestrian
to have more priority. Soft landscaping helps to increase
the sense of enclosure within these streets and define
privacy strips as well as appropriate areas within which
vehicles should park.

Parameter

Requirement

Material/Notes

1

Boundary Treatment

Privacy strip required to a maximum width of 1m.
Planting/parallel parking/integrated bin storage within
transition zone

Small trees, shrubs and ground cover planting
(Please refer to section 6.0 for a detailed species
list)

2

Shared surface

4.8m

Concrete block pavers/concrete block paver

3

Kerbing

Flush kerb to delineate edges of car parking zone

Natural stone/reconstituted stone

4

Car parking

Parking bays in transition zones
Sufficient width adjacent to the building line to allow
for car door opening (approx. 1m)

Concrete block pavers/concrete block paver
(Please refer to section 7.0 for a defined palette)
20-25cm girth or larger

Contents

The enclosure ratio achieved is approximately between
1:2 (assuming 2 storeys) and 1:1 (assuming 3 storeys). The
Design Manual for Roads and Streets would class this as a
strong sense of enclosure.

5

Street Tree

On street  - 14-16 metres spacing

6

Building face to face dimension

11.8m

7

Building height
Note:  Vertical dimensions indicated are derived from the completed Cliona Park Phase
1 scheme)

Height ranges are as follows:
2 Storeys: 5.2m - 5.8m
2 Storey with monopitch: 7.2-7.4
3 Storeys: 7.9m - 11.1m  

8

Enclosure Ratio

2 Storeys: 1:2.2 - 1:2.0
2 Storey with monopitch: 1:1.6 - 1:1.5
3 Storeys: 1:1.4 - 1:1.0

9

Building typology

Terraced houses

10

Continuity of Street Wall

75-100% (100% at corners)

MAXIMUM HEIGHT =
3 STOREYS

5

MINIMUM
HEIGHT =
2 STOREYS

3

1:2
2

1

1m

2.5m

4.8m

4

ap
pro

x

2.5m

1m

Heights are given as the maximum acceptable
number of full height floors above ground level.

tx
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4.0		Streets
Feature
1

Shared surface

2

Local/doorstep play area

3

Planting bed to narrow carriageway

4

Gateway to Homezone/Shared Surface

5

Possible SUDS basin in green space

6

Seating Area

7

Visitor Parking

stnetnoC
1

3

2

Cosgrave Park, Moyross

4

2

7
4

6

1

xt
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4.0		Streets

2

Contents
4

3

1

2
Feature

St. Brendan's Street, St. Mary's Park

1

Pedestrian Crossing

2

Gateway to Homezone/Shared Surface

3

Planting bed to narrow carriageway

4

Shared Surface

tx
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4.0		Streets
LOCAL STREETS
C6
Rear Courts
The internal courts and lanes are varied and informal
amenity spaces, which will also be used for informal recreational activity.
It is a key objective of the LRFIP to develop a strategy, in
consultation with the residents, for the rear courts of
O'Malley, Keyes, Carew and Kincora Parks. Solutions for
the rear courts in Southill are closely linked to the solutions to the front greens, particularly in terms of the
provision of car parking spaces and a waste management
regime. The following diagrams considers a series of environmental improvement works to the rear courts located
in Southill.

stnetnoC

     Typical example of existing rear court.

New surface finishes - panels of concrete block paving and/or resin bonded aggregate.
1.
2.

New surface treatment to define threshold to rear court.
New surface treatments within rear courts to lift the visual appearance and coherency of the space.

Gating of entrance to rear court.
Possible introduction of planting beds and new lighting.
1.
2.
3.

Planting to define threshold / entrance to rear court.
New planting beds positioned to avoid blocking existing garden access / garage doors.
New / improved lighting.

1.

Possible introduction of gated entrance to be controlled by residents adjoining the rear court.

xt

35

“People do like basics
- and as environments
go, a street that is
open to the sky and
filled with people and
life is a splendid place
to be.”

Contents

-William Holly Whyte

Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan

tx
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stnetnoC
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Contents
Section 5
Building Form

tx
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5.0		 Buildings
Considering that new buildings will be developed over multiple phases and that any given
street may be bounded by separate phases of development delivered by separate design
teams within different timeframes, it is recommended that a built form and streetscape
with a coherent physical character is adhered to. In this regard the 'first architect' principle
should be observed, in that completing the second side of a street, the second architect
will as far as practicable adopt the building proportion, roof profile, external materials,
colours and tree/plant species, carried out by the first architect, that exists on the
completed side of the street.

SOLID = 52%

VOID=48%

Composition of solid (52%) to void (48%) is too balanced

stnetnoC

Limerick city reveals a consistent use of a limited palette of materials. Stone is used
particularly on public buildings with brick, paint and render predominating in background
buildings which adds to the visual interest of the city.  The material hierarchy for the
regeneration areas will respect and incorporate the prevailing hierarchy used in the city
with brick, paint and render designated for background buildings (i.e., buildings that are
typically residential and non-civic in nature) and fibre-cement/metal cladding systems
used for special buildings (i.e., buildings that stand out from background buildings and
are typically civic, employment or mixed-use in nature). More information on the design
parameters and the material palette for the regeneration areas are included in Section
5.7.4 and Section 7.0 respectively, of this document.
In addition, Limerick City and County Council will encourage residential schemes (both
private and social housing) are developed to the same architectural standards, with
no noticeable change in elevations of property or landscaping, irrespective of tenure.  
Although there is diversity in size and type, the design codes will ensure a degree of
tenure blindness and reinforce a sense of place.  Adopting this approach on all sites
will help towards the objective of creating balanced and inclusive communities in line
national and local policy.

5.1
Building Proportion
The existing buildings within the regeneration areas have a vertical emphasis to their
character. Vertical windows and doors enhance the vertical emphasis of the building
elevation.  Building fronts with large areas of horizontal emphasis to the elevation and
inactive frontage are likely to sit uncomfortably in the streetscape.
Ensure that new developments respect the existing vertical building proportion by:
1. Promoting a high solid to void ratio in all new buildings of between 70-80% (solid) to
20-30% (void);
2. Ensuring building openings and projections maintain a vertical emphasis to main
elevations.
The above parameters will ensure good overlooking and passive supervision of the public
realm, daylight penetration and an open expression to the facade.

SOLID = 72%

VOID=28%

Composition of solid (72%) to void (28%) is high which results in a visually pleasing elevation

SOLID = 70%

VOID=30%

Composition of solid (70%) to void (30%) is high which results in a visually pleasing elevation

SOLID
= 80%

Composition of solid (80%) to void (20%) is very high which results in a visually pleasing elevation
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5.0		Buildings
5.2
Transparency in ground floor facades
Best practice1 recommends that if ground floors are interesting and varied, the urban
environment is inviting and enriching. If the ground floors are lacking in detail, the
experience is flat and impersonal. Read in conjuction with guidance on active frontages,
facade transparency aims to provide attractive and interesting ground floors that
generally enhances urban life. Ground floor facade transparency is defined by the ratio of
glassed areas in comparison to solid areas. Transparency provides the opportunity to look
into the ground floor area, as well as the integration of activities on the ground floor with
the street space. Best practice recommends that the glass surface should extend about
60% of the facade length at ground floor level.

Contents

There may be situations where residential use proposed at ground floor level facing
directly onto the street will require a more defensive ground floor fenestration to ensure
adequate levels of privacy to ground floor residential units.

Transparency of ground floor equals 75% resulting in a highly transparent ground floor

1

Close Encounters with Buildings, Gehl, J et al (2006)

          Transparency of ground floor equals 77%. results in an acceptable level of transparency at ground floor
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5.0		Buildings
5.3
Roofscapes
The roofscape of the regeneration areas is the first indication of the character and scale from a distance. Roofs are a key element
within the overall urban form and streetscape and most of the rooflines within the existing regeneration areas are uncomplicated
and simple in form.
Ensure that new developments respect the existing roofscapes by:
1. Promoting roofs that span the shortest plan dimension to avoid excessively large roof spans;
2. Encouraging roof pitches that are generally between 30- 40;
3. Encouraging a variety of roof types, including flat roofs;
4. Discouraging the use of gambrel/mansard or bonnet type roof profiles;
5. Avoiding the standard modern box eaves with deep projecting fascia, flat soffit and projecting barge boards;
6. Encouraging monopitched roofs with apexes to the street should be encouraged to achieve a desirable building height to street
width section;
7. Promoting the use of flat roofs for roof gardens and patio spaces, and where provided must include provision for planting and
greening the roof space;
8. On flat roofs, the parapet capping material should be robust to ensure a clean edge on the cornice line;
9. If roof terraces are proposed, balustrades should be hidden behind the cornice line and not visible from the street space;
10. To avoid visual clutter detracting from the public realm, television, radio antennae, aerials and satellite dishes should be located
as to avoid detracting from the public realm.

stnetnoC
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5.0		Buildings
5.4
Landmark Buildings
Sensitively designed landmarks enhance the urban quality of an area, adding interest and
points of reference that aid orientation. Low buildings can function as landmark buildings.
They may be considered as landmarks due to their special architectural quality in terms
of material finish or their special land use function. Tall landmark buildings proposed in
key strategic gateway sites should be appropriate in terms of proportion, composition
and their visual impact.  As such, it should be slender and have a recommended minimum
height to width ratio (slenderness ratio) of between 1:3 and 1:4. The slenderness ratio
adopted is to ensure the height is in proportion to its context and responds to the role of
the building as a local landmark.

Contents
1

3
5.6
Corner Buildings
Corner sites, generally tend to hold a more prominent position in the streetscape and
therefore require a more sensitive design solution. On important corner sites, the
buildings play an important pivotal role in the streetscape - turning the corner - and
therefore they should ideally be designed with a facade that addresses both street
fronts. Blank facades with no window openings should be avoided on such buildings.
Architectural solutions such as stepping up the building heights or stepping up of a
corner parapet all assist in accentuating the corner building. The continuity of the street
wall at corner sites should be 100% to create a greater sense of enclosure and promote
pedestrian friendly spaces that are overlooked. Please refer to the detailed guidance
presented later in this section in relation to mixed use buildings.
Opportunities for higher buildings are identified in the framework plan as 'key buildings'
in section 3.0 of this code which emphasise vistas or mark important gateways.
5.5
Building Orientation to enable surveillance
Designing habitable rooms (such as living rooms) to face the street, particularly at the
ground  floor, means the front of a building can have a direct relationship with the
street to enable surveillance. Design features such as bay/oriel windows can also assist
in providing oblique views down a street.  Particular care should be taken in designing
for corners. Dwellings should wrap around corners to  ensure that all parts of the public
realm are overlooked. The use of blank gables on corners should at all times be avoided.
Where gables adjoin public space, surveillance should be provided by the use of windows,
including bay and oriel windows. Please refer to the detailed guidance, in section 5.7.7,
presented later in this section in relation to residential gable walls.
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5.0		Buildings
5.7
Active Frontages
Best practice urban design guidance suggests that frontages that are active add interest,
life and vitality to the public realm. It is a strategic objective for the regeneration areas
that Grade A and Grade B frontages are achieved. Grade A frontage shall be the required
frontage in all mixed use and local centres. Generally, given the density of development
and predominantly residential use, most residential areas of the areas should achieve
Grade A frontages.

PREVAILING
BUILDING LINE

stnetnoC

Active Frontage Guidelines (extracted from The Urban Design Compendium,2000)
GRADE A FRONTAGE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

More than 15 premises every 100m (6.6m width per unit - narrow frontage);
More than 25 doors and windows every 100m;
High quality material and details;
No blind facades;
Much depth and relief in the building surface.

GRADE B FRONTAGE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

10-15 premises every 100m (6.6m-10m width per unit - wide frontage);
More than 15 doors and windows every 100m;
Good quality materials and details;
A few blind or passive facades;
Some depth and modelling in the building surface.

5.8
Building Frontages
Having established a framework outlining how the regeneration areas can be categorised
by street type, a range of permissible building interfaces can be applied. It is an important
consideration to articulate the plot width or dwelling width in the front elevation,
particularly in terrace and multi-storey apartment typologies, so that the fine grain can be
legible.
Illustrations are provided to help understand the nature of each typology but should not
be considered as mandatory designs but a set of illustrated design parameters that are
detailed and precise.
It is important to note it is possible and acceptable to vary elements of these types as
long as the resulting type meets the specified requirements of the physical framework
strategies and street types.
By virtue of their uniqueness and distinctive character, special buildings such as mixeduse and employment buildings are not coded. Instead a general description of key design
parameters are described.
The building interface is defined by five physical parameters:
A
B
C
D
E

Privacy Strip;
Setbacks;
Insets;
Projections;
Boundary Treatment.

A
Privacy Strip
The privacy strip defines the extent of set back of the building line from the property line,
i.e., the piece of land between the back of the public footway or shared surface and the
front of the building. Depending on the ground floor use and type of building the privacy
strip can serve varying purposes. It can:
1. Ensure a minimum distance between the public footpath and ground floor windows;
2. Serve as a spill out zone for active ground floor uses (i.e., seating for cafes or
restaurants, non-permanent displays for shops);
3. Serve as a front garden or strip of informal planting to ensure privacy.
B
Setbacks
This terms describes the extent of the upper storey sitting behind the building line.
C
Insets
Insets describe the distance of the ground floor sitting behind the building line.
D
Projections
This terms defines the extent of architectural features such as bay windows, balconies
and porches that project beyond the building line and are used to articulate and provide
variety to the facade.
E
Boundary Treatment
The boundary treatment includes the height of a railing, fence, hedge or wall that
demarcates the property line and also the material and other design requirements.
The purpose of a boundary is to:
1. Create a clear definition and demarcation of private and public areas;
2. Provide a quality interface between the street space and the building;
3. Ensure natural surveillance of the street space and privacy of private gardens;
4. Ensure that boundary treatments are of a consistent design and contribute to a
coherent street scene and character.
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5.0		Buildings
5.8.1

Street Types: A1/B1/B2/B3/C1

This street type presumes on street parking with a privacy strip/spill-out zone to the building front.
A:

Feature

Privacy Strip

Parameters
1.
2.

Contents
3.
4.

B:

2.2 - 2.5 metres max for residential use;
This dimension can sufficiently accommodate an enclosed and vented  bin
store for 2 x 240 litre bins + 1 x 360 litre bin (2.2m (width) x 1.4m (depth) x
1.4m (height) approx.);
Privacy strip to street type B3 may be landscaped;
Privacy strip to street type A1 may form part of the footpath as a spill out
zone;

Max Setback   

0.75 max .

Exception:
Up to 1.9m when setback required for a balcony behind the building line.

C:

Max Inset   

Up to 1.5 metres max.

D:

Projection  

0.75m max for ground and upper floor projections.

Ensure a solid plinth to boundary treatments to prevent
rubbish becoming lodged at the bottom of the rail

Exceptions:
1. Up to 2.5m when projection required for a balcony beyond the building line;
2. Ensure balcony projection is contained within the depth of the privacy strip;
3. Up to 1.5m max to ground floor to allow for a draught lobby.

E:

Boundary Treatment
(low level and transparent):

1.
2.

Residential: up to 1.2m high (low level and transparent with a solid plinth);
Non-residential: spill out space/landscaped buffer.

Prevailing
Building Line

Properties have their front doors and living room windows overlooking
the street

B

D

C

A
E
Example of a soft landscaped privacy strip
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5.0		Buildings
5.8.2 Street Types: C2/C3/C4
This street type presumes on-curtilage parking with a 6.5m privacy strip to the building front.
Feature

Parameters

A:

Privacy Strip

6.5m max. This dimension provides for on-curtilage car parking, adequate circulation space and
accommodates sufficient closure of gates (assuming gate width of 2.5m) with 'straight on' parking
arrangement.

B:

Max Setback   

stnetnoC
0.75 max .

Exception:
Up to 1.9m when setback required for a balcony behind the building line.

C:

Max Inset   

D:

Projection

1.5m max (This area can project to accommodate an outdoor seating area to afford the opportunity
for interaction with the street).
0.75m max for ground and upper floor projections.

Example highlighting prevailing building line, setbacks,
projections and insets

Exceptions:
1. Up to 2.5m when projection required for a balcony beyond the building line;
2. Ensure balcony projection is contained within the depth of the privacy strip;
3. Up to 1.5m max to ground floor to allow for a draught lobby.

E:

Boundary Treatment
(low level and transparent):

Residential front wall: up to 1.2m high (low level and transparent with a solid plinth).

Prevailing
Building Line
A consistent setback creates visual continuity

0.4m

4.7m

0.1m
1.3m

Indicative dimensioning for on-curtilage 'straight on' parking with adequate
gate clearance
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5.0		Buildings
5.8.3

Shared Surfaces

This shared surface street type presumes a shared surface (no footway) for use by pedestrian and vehicle. Parallel parking is allocated within a privacy strip of 3.5m to allow for a
door to open fully against the building line. To soften the street it may be worth considering using a group of perpendicular spaces to accommodate a doorstep play area/seating/informal landscape.  Soft landscaping is used to define the privacy strip.

Contents

The building interface details for the Shared Surface street type is described below
(please refer to images to cross reference):

A:

Feature

Privacy Strip

Parameters
1.
2.
3.

B:

Max Setback   

3.5 metres max transition zone to include 1.0m wide privacy strip and 2.5m for car parking bay width;
This overall dimension of 3.5m can accommodate planting/parallel parking and integrated bin storage/general storage;
This dimension can sufficiently accommodate an enclosed and vented bin store for 2 x 240 litre bins
+ 1 x 360 litre bin (2.2m (width) x 1.4m (depth) x 1.4m (height) approx.).

0.75 max .

Exception:
Up to 1.9m when setback required for a balcony behind the building line.

C:

Max Inset   

1.5m max (This area can project to accommodate an outdoor seating area to afford the opportunity for
interaction with the street).

D:

Projection:    

0.75m max for ground and upper floor projections.
Exception:
Up to 1.5m max to ground floor to allow for a draught lobby.

E:

Boundary Treatment

Integrated bin/buggy store used to denote boundary between dwellings. The low height allows the opportunity for face to face interaction. No boundaries proposed parallel to the shared surface.

Prevailing
Building Line
Example of a shared surface highlighting parallel parking zone, privacy strip,
prevailing building line and ground floor insets

Example of a shared surface highlighting parallel parking zone, privacy strip,
prevailing building line, ground floor draught lobby and upper floor projection
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“Well it is to build
hospitals for the cure
of disease, but better
to build homes which
will prevent it.”

stnetnoC
-Alfred Tredway White
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5.0		Buildings

Contents

Examples of ground floor insets to the building line

Examples of projections to the building line

Clear distinction between public and private space

Examples of integrated bin storage facilities/meters as part of the privacy strip forming a side boundary to adjacent
dwelling. All meter boxes should have regard to the dimensional requirements of ESB Networks and Gas Networks
Ireland
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5.0		Buildings

stnetnoC

Balconies can be provided within the building line to provide a protected outdoor room from the weather
Private outdoor balcony space may be provided in a variety of
ways. In the scenarios above, private open space as outdoor
balconies project beyond the building line.  However,
balconies should not project beyond the depth of the privacy
strip onto the footpath.1
Limerick City Development Plan 2010-2016 states that no balcony
or terrace from 1st floor up should overhang on a public footpath
1.
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5.0		Buildings
5.8.4 Background Buildings and Special Buildings
Special Buildings are those building types within the urban setting that stand out from the existing architecture. The building typologies are given broader design parameters in order
to set them apart from their existing context to ensure they fulfil their desired function. Special buildings typically include employment and mixed-use buildings.
Background buildings (i.e., buildings that are not special buildings) typically include residential infill and residential new-build schemes. More information on the material palette for
the regeneration areas are included in Section 7.0 of this document.

Residential New Build

Residential Infill

Residential Gable

Mixed Use Building

Employment Buildings

Contents
Use

Employment

Mixed Use

Residential

Residential

Residential

Character

Special Building

Special Building

Background Building

Background Building

Background Building

Storeys

3 - 4 storeys (+1 setback)

3 - 4 storeys (+1 setback)

2 - 3 storeys

2 - 3 storeys

2 - 4 storeys

Active
Frontage

Grade B minimum

Grade A

Grade A: Narrow frontage
Grade B:  Medium-wide frontage

Grade A: Narrow frontage
Grade B:  Medium-wide frontage

Grade A: Narrow frontage
Grade B:  Medium-wide frontage

Building Width

up to 40m

up to 40m

Existing condition

Taking reference from existing
frontage widths in regeneration
areas:
5.0 - 6.6 (narrow frontage)        
6.6 - 10.0m (medium to wide
frontage)

Taking reference from existing frontage widths in regeneration areas:
5.0 - 6.6 (narrow frontage)        
6.6 - 10.0m (medium to wide frontage)

Access

Communal Entrance

Communal Entrance
Aim for own-door access to
residential units

Street/Side Entrance

Street/Side Entrance

Street/Side Entrance

Aspect

Dual

Dual

Dual

Dual

Dual

Parking

Shared parking court/delivery area

Shared private/parking court/
delivery area

On-curtilage, existing condition
(front or side)

On curtilage

On-street/on-curtilage where street type and privacy strip depth permits

Private Open Space

Landscaped buffers to privacy zone and
shared parking courts

Communal garden
Balconies

Existing condition. Potential to
take in charge unutilised left
over space to ensure optimum
use

Private garden, Balconies

Private garden, Balconies

Refuse and Recycling

Communal Bin Storage

Communal Bin Storage

As existing condition

Front of property, near street
access

Front of property, near street access

(Building height
measured in storeys)
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5.0		Buildings
5.8.5

Employment Buildings

Employment uses will be required to be considered as blocks with active frontage focused around the perimeter overlooking
the public realm. The perimeter block layout should provide access to one or more secure central courts to accommodate
servicing, large parking areas and/or public open space.
Building Parameters

1.

2.
Entrances

1.
2.

Parking and service areas

1.
2.

stnetnoC

Active building frontages, which interface with streets can increase vitality, safety and contribute to a positive
sense of place. Whilst it is recognised that the opportunity for active frontages can be limited on large industrial
or distribution buildings, every effort must be made to avoid large areas of blank frontages adjacent to the street.
The objective for the regeneration areas is to create at least a Grade B frontage;
Adaptable design and construction to allow for future change of use and to reduce the likelihood of vacant units.
Entrance foyers should connect through the building to serve both internal courtyards and external streets and
spaces;
Building entrances will front onto streets and spaces and make a positive contribution to surveillance and
legibility.

Staff and visitor parking should be located to the rear of building;
Service yards should be located out of view This will be achieved through the arrangement of buildings in order
to internalise service yards.

Street wall may be extended at upper
levels to create a stronger sense of
enclosure

Active building frontages, which interface with
streets can increase vitality, safety and contribute to a
positive sense of place

Parking courts for visitors and workers with planting

Residential use may be permitted in principle
at upper floors subject to the land use zoning
provisions of the statutory Development Plan
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5.0		Buildings
5.8.6

Mixed Use Buildings

Mixed use and employment generating buildings will be located along key strategic
routes. They should have a strong street presence, generous floor to ceiling heights,
sizeable window openings and glazing at ground floor to allow for a variety of uses and
flexibility in design.

Contents

Mixed use buildings will contain a range of uses, including retail, leisure and offices
on ground floors, and apartments on upper floors. On quieter streets, where ground
floor residential is permitted, taller floor to ceiling heights will be required to allow for
subsequent conversion to non-residential use.
MIXED USE BUILDINGS
Building Parameters

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

Corners emphasised at significant gateway helps to define the public realm

Entrances

1.
2.
3.

Various facade articulations create interest
along building frontage and roofscape

4.
Parking and service areas

1.

2.
Private Open Space

1.

2.

Active building frontages, which interface
with streets can increase vitality, safety and
contribute to increased social interaction and a
positive sense of place
Projecting windows turning building corner
used to improve opportunities for street
surveillance and create a focal point along
street scene

Grade A frontage;
Plots to have a multiplicity of widths to allow for variations in commercial types
accommodated;
A recommended height of 3 - 4 (+1) storeys in line with section 4.0. Increased
height above these parameters to be considered by the Planning Authority;
Higher floor to ceiling height on ground floor (3.5m-4m as promoted in the
Limerick City Development Plan 2010-2016);
Covered walkway may be provided at ground floor by means of a movable
canopy to provide a sheltered street/colonnade facing the public street or
space. This area should provide opportunities to accommodate outdoor seating
for eating establishments, display stalls for retailers and a general public
promenade.
All commercial entrances must be accessed from the street;
Corridors and circulation cores to apartments should be naturally lit and
naturally ventilated;
The aim for residential units is to provide own-door access to provide a strong
level of activity and animation to the street edge and to create defensible space
to abate anti-social behaviour;
Street access to residential entrances must be distinguished from the building
line, securable and brightly lit.
Parking for residents should be located to the rear of the buildings where a
central courtyard is provided.  A central courtyard should be treated as a shared
surface where priority is given to pedestrian movement, and in particular to
children's informal play;
Design of parking spaces must be considered to mitigate the impact of vehicles
on the space.
All dwellings should have private outdoor space appropriate to the type and size
of accommodation provided. In the context of mixed use buildings, private open
space should be provided in the form of balconies that is accessed by sitting or
dining rooms. If central courtyards are incorporated into the design, communal
outdoor space must be considered;
Communal gardens should be overlooked by habitable rooms to provide
optimum passive surveillance and encourage shared ownership.
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5.0		Buildings
5.8.7 Residential Gable Extant
Residential gable buildings consist of blank side gables that face directly onto leftover
green space that has no specified function. It is important that these spaces have a specific role, function and sense of ownership in order to avoid them being unused or neglected.
Where feasible, these left over spaces will be taken in charge by adjacent properties to
ensure optimum maintenance and management.
RESIDENTIAL GABLE, EXTANT
Building Parameters

1.
2.
3.

stnetnoC

Grade B frontage minimum;
Where new build infill to corner sites are proposed, 3 storeys recommended to
allow for continuation of the building line and to act as a key marker building;
Where gabled projections to habitable rooms are provided to increase
overlooking the plot width remains as existing condition.

Entrances

1.

All principal entrances must be accessed from the street, as existing condition.

Parking

1.

On-curtilage/on-street parking provided, as existing condition.

Private Open Space

1.

Secure rear private garden: a portion of the existing boundary wall to leftover
green space to be rebuilt using latticed brickwork, steel or timber insertions.
This allows for transparency and passive surveillance to rear of site whilst
maintaining enclosure and security of the existing private rear garden;
Semi-private front gardens should be overlooked by habitable rooms to provide
maximum passive surveillance.

2.
Surveillance Provision

1.
2.

3.

3 storey townhouse
to mark corner

Can be provided by encouraging projections to ground floor habitable rooms
which incorporate a seating or planting area;
Where two gables sit perpendicular to each other,  the inserted ground floor
window should project to allow for seating area or winter garden, to facilitate
sidelong eye contact with the inserted second floor window on the adjacent
gable;
Where house elevations are parallel and align, projected windows to both houses
at ground floor to project as the building parameter code for the street type
allows. This should be provided to allow for sidelong eye contact and surveillance
of leftover green space from both houses.

Single storey apartment
New-build infill to turn the corner

The arrangement of gable projections will
ensure maximum levels of overlooking
from habitable rooms to avoid dead spots
Habitable Room

Habitable Room

Providing gabled projections to ground floor habitable rooms

Part of existing boundary wall
to leftover green space to be
rebuilt using latticed brickwork,
steel or timber insertions.  Door
openings may be incorporated
into this section. This allows for
greater transparency and passive
surveillance.

Gable projection to incorporate
seating area ('stoop') with transparent
screening to maximise opportunities
for social engagement
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5.0		Buildings
5.8.8 Residential Infill
Residential infill buildings are replacement houses that are proposed to sit within existing residential terraces.
RESIDENTIAL INFILL
Building Parameters

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Grade B frontage minimum;
Plot width as existing condition, varies between 5.5m - 7.5m;
2-3 storeys, as determined by existing condition;
Height determined by adjacent existing conditions (roof height taken as height to ridge tile);
Infill dwellings on corners can break the building line and their height can be increased to 3-storeys to articulate a
junction;
Ensure aesthetic consistency in a terraced block of houses in terms of materiality, projections, proportions, height and
colour etc.

Contents
6.

Entrances

1.
2.
3.

All principal entrances must be accessed from the street;
Own private entrance;
No clip-on porch roofs above front or rear doors.

Parking and service areas

1.

On-curtilage/on-street parking to be provided where feasible.

Private Open Space

1.
2.

Secure rear private garden;
Semi-private front garden, 4.5m – 6.0m depth privacy strip as determined by adjacent existing conditions.

Surveillance Provision

1.

Habitable rooms on ground and first floors are required with direct outlook onto street and public spaces to provide
maximum passive surveillance and encourage shared ownership of the public realm.

Services, Refuse and Recycling
provision

1.

Lockable ventilated space for 2 no. 240 litre and 1 no. 360 litre wheelie bins should be incorporated into the privacy strip.
Additional storage space above for buggy/tackle storage should also be considered;
Typical dimension from external front elevation of dwelling to sufficiently accommodate an enclosed and vented bin
store for 2 x 240 litre bins + 1 x 360 litre bin (2.2m (width) x 1.4m (depth) x 1.4m (height) approx.).

Front Boundary Treatment

1.

Vegetation

2.

1.
2.

240 litre

Horizontal/vertical post and rail metal railing to run along boundary between semi-private front garden and street;
this is to visually expand on open sense of space, and encourage ownership of the public realm beyond the occupant's
boundaries, 1.2m maximum height.

Typical residential infill to mend the existing streetscape

A range of trees is to be selected and presented to residents for planting within the curtilage of their semi-private front
gardens to encourage ownership and management of street tree-planting;
Low level shrubbery in place of horizontal railings to boundary, to be maintained between, 1.2m maximum height.

240 litre

360 litre

Typical bin enclosure plan layout for 2 no. 240 litre bins and 1 no. 360 litre bin

Plan layout of typical 3-bin enclosure
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5.0		Buildings
5.8.9 Residential New Build
Residential new build consists of a terraced typology that have shared party walls and a
consistent formal building line.
RESIDENTIAL NEW BUILD
Building Parameters

1.
2.
3.

Grade B frontage minimum. Grade A frontage preferred;
Plot width varies between 6.6m narrow frontage (Grade A) homes and 6.6m 10.0m for wide frontage homes (Grade B);
2/3-storeys.

stnetnoC

Entrances

1.
2.
3.

All principal entrances must be accessed from the street;
Own private entrance;
Covered area recessed into elevation to provide shelter to private entrance,
maximum inset up to 1.5m.

Parking and service areas

1.

On-curtilage and on-street parking.

Wide frontage house type

Private Open Space

1.
2.
3.

Secure rear private garden;
Semi-private front garden;
Upper floors balcony setback as outlined in building interface code for relevant
street type.

Surveillance Provision

1.

Habitable rooms on ground and first floors are required with direct outlook
onto street and public spaces to provide maximum passive surveillance and
encourage shared ownership of the public realm;
Stoop/outdoor covered seat to front elevation to encourage monitored
children's play and surveillance of the street / public outdoor space. Can also be
incorporated into building inset at ground floor level.

2.
Services, Refuse and Recycling
provision

1.
2.

Lockable ventilated space for 2 no. 240 litre and 1 no. 360 litre wheelie bins should
be incorporated into the privacy strip. Additional storage space above for buggy/
tackle storage should also be considered;
Typical dimension to sufficiently accommodate an enclosed
and vented bin store for 2 x 240 litre bins + 1 x 360 litre
bin (2.3m (width) x 1.4m (depth) x 1.4m (height) approx.

Boundary Treatment

1.

Horizontal post and rail metal railing to run along boundary between semiprivate front garden and street; this is to expand on open sense of space, and
encourage ownership of the public realm beyond the occupant's boundaries,
1.2m maximum height.

Vegetation

1.

A range of trees is to be selected and presented to residents for planting within
the curtilage of their semi-private front gardens to encourage ownership and
management of street tree-planting;
Low level shrubbery in place of horizontal railings to boundary, to be maintained
between, 1.2m maximum height.

2.

Narrow frontage house type
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“If we can develop and
design streets so that they
are wonderful, fulfilling
places to be - communitybuilding places, attractive
for all people - then we will
have successfully designed
about one-third of the city
directly and will have had an
immense impact on the rest.”

Contents

												- Allan Jacobs

Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan
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Section 6
Public Open Spaces
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
6.1
General Objectives
Building on the open space strategies adopted within the
physical framework plan of the Limerick Regeneration
Framework Implementation Plan,  this chapter of the
DPRC sets out additional place-specific objectives and
guidance for the public open space network within each
regeneration area. Each regeneration area requires a
tailored approach that takes account of the existing green
space resources, community need, site potential and site
constraints. The proposals described in this section are
further augmented by detailed design guidance in section
6.2.
Ballinacurra Weston

stnetnoC

1. Provide a new local park, as described earlier in Section
3.0 Parameter Plans, in the longer-term overlooked on
all sides by new housing. The park will accommodate
children's play area, informal lawn and seating area.
The park will incorporate perimeter tree planting and a
prominent through-route for walking and cycling;
2. A number of existing streets and key nodes will be
regenerated as Home Zones; including the surrounds of
the existing Grotto junction of Byrne Ave. / Lenihan Ave.
and Beechgrove Ave.;
3. Enhance existing green linkages from Ballinacurra
Weston towards Childers Avenue and Prospect Hill;
including improved lighting, surfacing, bollards (where
required) and tree planting;
4. Where housing is demolished for future new
development the plots will be maintained as fallow
ground. The fallow ground will be seeded with native
grass and wildflowers and managed as meadows for
biodiversity and visual amenity benefit;
5. A green route for pedestrians and cyclists should be
developed in the short to medium term across the
fallow ground from Byrne Ave to Clarina Ave.;
6. The existing green spaces within Ballinacurra will be
refurbished with new semi-mature tree planting and
possibly SUDS (sustainable drainage) features, street
furniture and low level planting subject to detail
design.

Public open space strategy for Ballinacurra Weston
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
St. Mary's Park
1. The existing Wet Meadows and Riparian Woodland
are important habitats for flora and fauna and will be
conserved and protected within the setting of a public
green space;
2. The strip of demolished housing land to the east
side of St. Munchin's St. will be developed as a buffer
area to the Wet Meadow incorporating a north-south
pedestrian/cycle route, native grassland and tree
groups;
3. If required, a ha-ha formed of earth mounding of
adequate gradient and/or stone gabions can be
accommodated along Munchin's St. to prevent ingress
by vehicles into the park;
4. A new link is proposed on top of the fisheries weir
to link St. Mary's Park and New Road. Together with
improved green routes along the top of the existing
river flood defences these linkages will form part of a
continuous riverside walking and cycling network;
5. Upgrade pedestrian and cycle linkage towards
Thomond Gate, improved lighting, better quality
surfaces and traffic management measures;
6. A new district-level play area and multi-use games
area will be provided in the open space between the
fisheries weir and crèche as described earlier in Section
3.0 Parameter Plans;
7. Potential community gardens on infill sites in the short
term;
8. Temporary play area and/or community garden on sites
reserved for long term development;
9. Home zone/shared surface schemes on existing
residential streets;
10. Environmental art project focussed on the existing
electrical sub-station at the northern end of St. Mary's
Park;
11. Conserve and enhance the existing Grotto garden;
12. Develop a temporary pop-up park at the Parade,
Nicholas Street, King's Island.

Contents

Public open space strategy for St. Mary's Park
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
Moyross
1. Develop the open space left by the demolition of
Pineview Gardens as a part of a city wide linear
park system. The park will support a range of active
recreational uses, play area, all weather playing field(s)
and skate park. Much of the park will be set aside for
perimeter tree and woodlands, in addition to a pond
and wetlands network that can intercept and filter
stormwater runoff.  A pedestrian/cycle greenroute will
traverse the park; linking Moyross to Cratloe Road to
the south and interconnecting the park with Sarsfield
Gardens to the north;

2. Moyross Avenue will be extended to the west to
connect to the proposed Limerick Northern Distributor
Road. The existing and new sections of road will
incorporate off road cycle paths, footpaths, tree
planting and high quality public lighting;
3. Three local play areas and one large district play area is
proposed as described earlier in Section 3.0 Parameter
Plans;

4. Local green spaces within housing areas will be
upgraded; a number of which will incorporate local play
areas to ensure all households are within a short walk
of a play space;
5. Existing quiet and proposed new residential streets will
be upgraded as home zones.
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Public open space strategy for Moyross
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
Southill
1. Provide a diverse range of active recreational uses in
Kennedy Park to include: play areas, multi-use games
area (MUGA), skate park, and playing fields. Kennedy
Park will form an important linking space between
Southill and adjoining residential neighbourhoods;
2. Existing local green spaces within housing areas and at
the community hub will be refurbished. Three local play
areas and one large district play area is proposed as
described earlier in Section 3.0 Parameter Plans;

3. The existing community garden project at Southill Area
Centre will be retained and enhanced;
4. A number of important on street linkages from Southill
towards the city centre will be developed; with improved footpath and cycle lanes, improved public lighting, traffic calming measures and street trees;

5. Where housing is demolished for future new development the plots will be maintained as fallow ground;
6. It is proposed to refurbish the existing rear courts
in consultation with the residents. A range of possible
measures are proposed: new tree planting, higher quality surfaces, new and improved lighting and possible
gated access.

Contents

Public open space strategy for Southill
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
6.2

Detailed Design Guidelines

Integrated Design
Holistic and integrated design is essential to achieving a high quality public realm across
the many phases of development over which the regeneration will occur. It is essential
that during each phase of works all elements and features of the streetscape and public
realm are designed together, including:
1. CCTV, if required;
2. Underground services and utilities;
3. Lighting;
4. Soft landscape and tree planting;
5. SUDS features.
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Photo of typical footpath, Ballymun, Dublin; footpath remains level despite
car park entrance

An integrated design process will require the contribution of landscape architects,
transportation engineers, civil engineers and mechanical and electrical engineers. It is
critical that the process is design lead and directed by the guiding principles of delivering
high quality, distinctive and people orientated places. It is essential that the location and
coverage of CCTV is considered as part of the design of public realm to ensure camera
angles are not obscured by tree canopy growth. The following key objectives are proposed:
Integrated design and minimising clutter
1. To reduce the street clutter that can arise from the proliferation of poles and columns,
design teams should,where possible, combine traffic signage, traffic signals, bus stops
signs, CCTV and lighting on the same columns;
2. Electrical supply pillars should be integrated into boundary walls;
3. Taller metering cabinets and substations should be integrated into taller boundary
walls (e.g., rear garden boundaries).
Providing utilities and services
1. Underground utilities and services should be installed simultaneous to the
construction of dwellings and streets to ensure services and ducting are aligned
under roads and footpaths and do not encroach on tree planting trenches/pits, soft
landscape and SUDS features;
2. In general a minimum footpath width of 2.5 metres will be provided between road
kerbs and front boundaries to ensure adequate space is available for all utilities. On
streets where dwellings have on curtilage parking, the 2.5 metres width may include
the drop kerb required for vehicle access.

Photo of typical footpath arrangement, Ballymun, Dublin; drop kerb set in
verge between footpath and road and corners formed with radiussed kerb
units

Streets and Roads
1. Footpaths and off-road cycle paths should be consistently level. Footpaths should be
a minimum of 2.5 metres wide. Drop kerbs where required for vehicle access for street
parking should be set within a verge between the footpath and road edge;
2. Raised tables should be provided at junctions and at pedestrian crossing points as a
means of traffic calming and to improve pedestrian access and comfort;
3. Off road cycle path widths should comply with the National Cycling Manual (2011),
National Transport Authority;
4. The radii of street corners should be minimised to encourage reduced traffic speeds at
entering and exiting junctions.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Junction of Spine Streets						
6.0 metres max.
Junction of Spine Street with Home Zone or Local Street 		
3.0 - 4.5 metres
Junction of Local Residential Street and Home Zone 			
1.0 - 3.0 metres
Road widths will be minimised to discourage speeding
Residential Spine St.							6.5m max
Local Residential St.							5.0-5.5m
Home Zone 								4.8m

Level crossing at street junction, Ballymun; the pedestrian crossing
remains level, crossing and threshold to side street denoted with change in
surface material, corners formed with radiussed kerb units, bollards used
to prevent parking on pavement
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
Boundaries
1. Front gardens of dwellings: combination of solid stub wall with railings. 1.2m total
height approximately;
2. 2:1 ratio of railing height to wall height approx. Wall materials are to harmonise with
the palette of materials in the facade of the associated buildings e.g., matching brick
or render or neutral concrete;
3. Side boundaries, to building front, incorporating an enclosed and ventilated bin store
to measure 1.4m high approximately. Please refer to section 5.7.8.
4. Boundary of private rear gardens to public realm: 2.1 metre timber panel fences between gardens. Brick or masonry wall in materials to match the facade of adjoining
dwellings;
5. Boundary between private rear gardens: 2.1 metre timber fence between gardens;
vertical hardwood planks with gaps 10-20mm between each plank to ensure partial
visibility;
6. Render materials to include anti-fungal and anti-algal admixtures or treatments;
7. Park boundaries: typically 1.2-1.5 metre1 high railing with hedging. The primary function
of this boundary detail is to keep out vehicles, direct pedestrians to park entrances and
park path network, and to control the points at which young children can exit the park
(in particular pre-school age children).

Contents

Front boundary detail, Southill Older Persons
Accommodation: Railing over brick wall, with shrub planting
behind. Railed entrance gates

Park boundary detail, Fr. Collins Park, Dublin: estate style
railing with planting behind

Front boundary detail, Ballymun Dublin: railing over plinth
wall, with solid wall sections

Typical board fence boundary between private rear gardens. The timber boards ensure a softer visual
amenity for residents whilst the concrete plinth ensures structural integrity of the boundary.

Similar details have been successfully implemented at Father Collins Park (Dublin) and Coultry Park, Ballymun. Both of these parks
remain open day and night. In the case of Father Collins Parks to keep open a greenway for pedestrians and cyclists. It is also the intention
with open space in the regeneration areas to encourage footfall and cyclists through the green spaces as a way of bringing activity and
passive surveillance to these green spaces and to maximise the connectivity and recreational benefits of green spaces within the wider
urban realm.  A difficulty with railing green spaces with high fencing is that it is rarely successful in shutting out anti-social behaviour as
those intent on using the parks for anti-social activity (parties, lighting fires, sleeping rough) will often breach the railing by scaling over
and/or pushing vertical bars apart (often with a car jack). Paradoxically a railed in park used for anti-social behaviour can exacerbate the
problems as the railing provides a degree of seclusion and buffering for the anti-social activity from police and security patrols on adjoining roads and streets.
1.

Boundary detail to semi-private open space, Ballinteer, Dublin:
railing with solid plate at base
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
Home Zones
Home Zones are residential streets in which the road space is shared between drivers
of motor vehicles and other road users, with the wider needs of residents (including
people who walk and cycle, and children) in mind. The aim is to change the way that
streets are used and to improve the quality of life in residential streets by making them
places for people, not just for traffic. Changes to the layout of the street should emphasise this change of use, so that motorists perceive that they should give informal
priority to other road user ...”

14. In some or part(s) of home zones it may be desirable to allocate a pedestrian
only route, for example at home zone gateways or to protect an area specifically
designed for play. Demarcation can be achieved by using street furniture, bollards,
trees or planting. The minimum width of any pedestrian–only circulation should be
1.8 metres;
15. During the process of preparing detail design proposals for home zones, it is
recommended that design teams refer to the Home Zone Design Guidelines (2002)
Institute of Highway Incorporated Engineers (UK) for supplementary guidance as
well as the Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (2013).
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(Home Zone Design Guidelines (2002) Institute of Highway Incorporated Engineers
(UK)

Design Principles
1. A maximum speed limit of 30kmh1 should apply within Home zones. However the
detailed design of home zones should be aimed at encouraging slower vehicular
speeds: 10km/hr. or less;
2. It is the buildings, trees, planting and surface treatments that should define the
Home Zone spaces, rather than conventional kerb edges, carriageway widths, road
markings and signage;
3. The road and footpaths surfaces are combined as a single shared surface;
4. The shared surface width should be minimised to discourage speeding, a maximum
typical carriageway width of 4.8 metres is recommended. The carriageway width
can be narrowed locally to create obstacles which traffic must negotiate to further
curtail speeding;
5. Shared surfaces should be designed to accommodate universal access; with steep
gradients, steps and potential trip hazards avoided. Home zones must be legible
to blind and visually impaired people: with tactile pavers, way-finding and cane
tapping edges provided as required;
6. Shared surfaces must be designed to accommodate emergency ambulance access
and fire tender access as deemed necessary by the Building Control Authority and
Fire Officers;
7. Inappropriate car-parking can cause problems within Home zones by blocking
emergency or maintenance vehicles access or restricting access for pedestrians to
and from homes. Careful consideration should be given to the detailed design of
home zones to minimise the risk of illegal parking;
8. The design of shared surfaces must take into consideration the need for
maintenance and service vehicles access such as bin collection lorries, Local
Authority vehicles and utility company vans;
9. Home zones should incorporate social spaces for sitting, resting and talking, with
seating or informal sitting edges provided;
10. Gateways / thresholds to the home zones should be clearly defined by:  a change of
materials, e.g., from bitumen road surface to paving or coloured macadam,vertical
elements; trees, bollards, signage, artwork, planting beds, narrowing of the
carriageway (if appropriate), a level change, i.e.,vehicular surface ramps to meet
shared surface;
11. The home zone should provide a safe and attractive environment for children and
the shared surface should be safe for children to cycle, skate, scoot and informal
play.  Where possible home zones should also accommodate informal and formal
play spaces: such as small green spaces or pieces of play equipment with softfall
surfacing;
12. Where home zone schemes are being implemented on an existing street; it is
recommended the proposed shared surface alignment be trialled using traffic cone,
line markings and/or moveable planters, bollards and furniture;
13. There will be a preference for two way vehicular traffic as one-way streets can
encourage higher traffic speeds, as drivers do not need to be alert to oncoming
vehicles. One way streets are also inconvenient for cyclists;

Example of a Home Zones from Adamstown, Dublin: entrance to Homezone marked with
change in surface material

Examples of Home Zones retrofit to existing residential street, Ballymun, Dublin: tree
planting, road narrowing and level crossing define the entrance to the Home Zone area

30kmph is the legal minimum limit on public roads (Road Traffic Act 2004) which can be made by way of a Council bye-law. It is understood that the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport have undertaken a research document 'Speed Limits
Review' which was published in November 2013. Within this document a specific action is proposed from Q1 to Q4 of 2015 to research and trial Homezones and provide legally for very low speed limits. The Office of Regeneration will await the outcome
of this trial and update the Code accordingly to reflect the new legal minimum speed limit for adoption in all Homezones. As at April 2015,  the Minister for Transport is investigating the possibility of amending the existing Road Traffic Act to provide
for a 20km/h speed limit in residential areas and in certain circumstances.  As a first step, the Minister wishes to undertake a pilot scheme which will review the practicalities and implications of applying this speed limit in certain circumstances.
1.
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
SUDS Measures
Sustainable Drainage (SUDS) features form an integral part of contemporary urban
development, as communities need to build in resilience to cope with climate change,
reduce the impacts on water quality and minimise flooding. It is essential that SUDS
requirements are considered at the earliest stages of the design process to achieve
the best fit with public realm, achieve value for money and implement the most
sustainable solutions possible. SUDS best practice is based on 3 themes:
1. Quantity: attenuating stormwater on site to maintain run-off rates at
predevelopment levels or better;
2. Quality: filtering and cleaning stormwater prior to discharging to water bodies;
3. Amenity: delivering biodiversity, recreation and visual amenity benefits.
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Optimising the amenity benefits of SUDS features will require design and technical
input from a number of disciplines principally; landscape architect, consulting
engineer and ecologist.

As far as is technically feasible surface water should be dealt with at source or close
to source by adopting a porous approach to streets, home zones and hard landscape
spaces; utilising surfaces, stormwater attenuating tree trenches, filter strips, swales
and bio-retention measures. Neighbourhood wide SUDS features within parks and
green spaces could consist of detention basins, ponds and wetlands. The use of
underground stormwater attenuation tanks, cellular storage and piping should be
minimised as such systems deliver the least benefits in terms of both quality and
amenity.

Example of bio-retention area for stormwater from Portland, USA

Suggested approach to SUDS in each regeneration area:
SUDS feature

Ballinacurra

St. Marys1

Moyross

Southill

Along distributor
road and in large
open spaces

In large open spaces

In large open spaces

In large open spaces

Porous surfaces1
Planted rain gardens
Stormwater tree trenches
Open swales

Example of swale for stormwater from Freiburg, Germany

Detention basins

Retention ponds and wetlands
Within the
linear park
Oil / Petrol Interceptor

The open spaces areas within St. Mary's Park are located within an area prone to flooding (OPW Flood Zone A) and
as a result there is limited capacity for attenuating stormwater. There is however still scope to improve the quality
of stormwter outfalling from the area through the implementation of SUDS features
1

Biodiversity Measures
The diversity and vitality of native flora and fauna within and adjoining the
regeneration areas can be enhanced by implementing a range of landscape works and
management practices, including:
1. Planting of predominantly native tree species;
2. Planting of native hedge mixes;
3. Sowing of native grass and wildflower meadows in parks, green spaces and on
fallow ground;
4. Minimising the need for and use of herbicide in landscape management;
5. Bat boxes on the facades of public and community buildings;
6. Adopting a preference for SUDS features with biodiversity and amenity benefits
over inert / hard SUDS features, e.g., grass/planted swales, detention basins,
infiltration basins, wetlands and stormwater tree trenches in preference to
attenuating in tanks or cellular attenuation systems.
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
Parks and Play Areas
It is recommended that on practical completion of planting and soft landscape works that
parks are allowed 1-2 seasons to establish prior to opening to the public. Play equipment
and site furnishings should not be installed until immediately prior to opening. Primary
paths through parks should be lit and wide enough to accommodate emergency and
maintenance vehicles (2.5-3.0 metres wide). There will be a preference for parks and play
areas that are predominantly organic and vegetated in character and where the planting
and soft elements give coherency to the space. Verdant and green park environments
provide a desirable contrast from the built up streets and spaces and will mature more
gracefully than parks with a high proportion of hard surfaces. An organic approach will
also be more resistant to vandalism, such that within the context of a lush green space
the impact of isolated acts of vandalism to park furnishings are less stark.
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Children's play areas are an integral part of the neighbourhood and merit considered and
sophisticated design to meet the play needs of children. They should be attractive and
stimulating environments and a source of community pride:

Example of play area, Coultry Park, Dublin: Use of natural softfall materials (sand, bark
chip), timber play equipment and strong greening within play areas.

1. Play areas should incorporate strong planting and soft landscape elements; tree
planting, hedging and earth mounding;
2. Important local and district play areas should be enclosed with dog proof railings or
fencing with self-closing gates;
3. Entrances should be limited to one or two gated entrances;
4. Soft fall to be predominantly bark-chip and sand with synthetic rubber surfacing
limited to areas subject to intensive wear e.g., base of slide;
5. Should incorporate a range of play equipment (5 pieces or more). Play equipment
should preferably be in timber or combination of timber and steel in preference to
garish or utilitarian play equipment. Within home zones and local greens smaller play
areas and standalone play features can be provided for door step play;
6. The emphasis should be on toddlers and pre-teen children;
7. Where teen play zones are provided they should be separated from playgrounds;
8. Skate and BMX parks may be appropriate for district parks.

Sports and fitness
1. In larger parks multi-use games areas (MUGAs), sports courts and/or all weather
pitches should be provided;
2. In large parks or along greenroutes fitness equipment can be provided as trim trails or
in outdoors gyms;
3. Outdoor games such as chess boards and table tennis tables may be appropriate for
high profile parks, green spaces and civic spaces.

Poppintree Park, Dublin; high quality urban park with range of semi-natural
habitats; open water, reeds, meadow and perimeter tree belts.

The positioning and size of the district level (600m catchment) and local play areas
(240m catchment) as shown in section 3.0 of this document should be adhered to. The
detailed design of these spaces is subject to further public consultation with the existing
communities.
For further guidance on playground and play space design principles refer to Planning and
Design for Outdoor Sport and Play by Fields in Trust (UK).

Skate and BMX bowl, Fr. Collins Park, Dublin
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces

Contents
Typical example of a new local park layout

Feature

Material

1

Level pedestrian crossing

Asphalt/macadam with flush stone kerbs/recon stone kerbs to
deliniate map and crossing

2

On street parking bays

Permeable concrete block paving

3

Primary route through park

Asphalt/macadam with stone/recon stone kerbing. Designed for
emergency and maintenance vehicle access: 2.4-3.0 metres wide

4

Perimeter tree planting

20-25cm girth trees or larger at 3-6m centres

5

Sitting area

Seating with back and arm rests set in gravel or paved area

6

Lawn area

Grass seeded area with effective drainage to support informal
games/kickabout

7

Local playground

5 pieces of play equipment. Dog proof railing fence. Softfall
surfacing: bark chip/sand and/or rubber. Strong hedging and tree
planting. Seating positioned for optimum overlooking

8

Park boundary

Railing and hedging

It is important to note that the guidelines above are not exclusively for the informing
or briefing of the design team but are a common guidance document for the client
body (which is a large multi-departmental organisation), public realm stakeholders
(Irish Water, utilities) and for the general public. Therefore the guidance must set out
clear objectives and performance criteria for the open space at all levels of the green
space hierarchy and do so in unjargoned language. It is also likely that during the
many phases of implementation key personnel may be subject to change and the
Design and Public Realm Code will provide a point of reference for all actors involved.
The indicative park design takes account of the primary desire lines whilst also
demonstrating how desire lines can be tweaked (in this case by a gently arcing route)
to achieve an assymetrical plan composition with a good allocation of spaces for
activities; play area and lawn area for informal pay and kickabout.
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
Public Lighting
Public lighting should reinforce the hierarchy of streets and spaces; where primary routes
(link streets) within the regeneration areas will have taller lamps than the more intimate
local streets and spaces. Light fittings and columns should be limited to a strict palette
pre-approved by Limerick City and County Council. Key public spaces such as community
hubs, public squares and gateway spaces can be differentiated with feature lighting. In
the specification of lighting for all proposed planning applications, prior consultation and
agreement in principle is required with the Environment and Travel and Transportation
sections of Limerick City and County Council.
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Low level lamps (4.5-6.0metres) are vulnerable to vandalism and should incorporate
a mesh or toughened glass to protect the lamp. Lamps located in parks and in spaces
difficult for maintenance vehicles to access should be mounted on levelling and raising
arms to facilitate repair. Lamp bulbs should be White SOX, Metal Halide or LED to ensure a
higher quality light rendering than traditional low pressure sodium lamps (orange).

Link Street: Mixed-use street (Moyross Avenue)

On local residential streets and streets without a soft verge, as far as is practical lighting
columns should be located within the section of the street allocated for on street parking
spaces. This will reduce cluttering of the footpaths and provide an optimal location for
lighting of the vehicular carriageway and footpaths whilst reducing light intrusion into
adjoining dwellings.
On wider streets twin arm lighting may be required to ensure an even distribution of
lighting to roads surfaces, footpaths and cycle paths. Where twin arm lights are provided
the lamp lighting for the footpath and cycle paths can be set at a lower level.
Place

Lamp height

LINK STREET: Mixed use street
(Moyross Ave)

8.0-10.0m

Lamp Wattage
250

6.0-8.0m

150

6.0m

75

LOCAL STREET: Home Zone

4.5-6.0m

75

Public Parks and Greenroutes

4.5m max

75

LINK STREET: Residential Spine St.
LOCAL STREET: Local Residential St.

Link Street: Residential spine street

A detailed technical specification for lighting should be developed by Limerick City and
County Council to ensure that the street lighting provided in all phases of development
meets the required standards and is within a narrow range of fittings to support the
coherency of the public realm and allow for easy future repair and replacement from
Council stock. In developing such a specification options should be costed in detail to
ensure the technical criteria are within anticipated budgets. Costings should be on the
basis of whole life costs (installation and operation); as a fitting with greater upfront
supply costs may have lower whole life costs by virtue of being more energy efficient and/
or having a longer life span.
Wall Mounted Lighting
Within the regeneration areas, wall-mounted lighting may be a concern from a
maintenance point of view in the event of the tenure of the property changing from local
authority tenanted to private tenanted and access requirements proving more difficult
as a result. However, the desire for flexibility to include the opportunity for wall-mounted
lighting on a case-by-case basis will be made pending prior agreement with the Office of
Regeneration and the Environment and Travel and Transportation sections of Limerick City
and County Council.

Local Street: Local residential street
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces

Contents
Local Street: Local residential street - on and off curtilage parking

Local Street: Homezone
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
Hard Landscape Materials
In selecting materials consideration has been given to:
1. Ease with which materials can be repaired and replaced;
2. Selecting a restricted palette of materials, to achieve coherency in the public realm within a regeneration area;
3. Long term durability of the material;
4. Materials that improve the visual appearance and character of the regeneration areas, in particular by emphasising the residential role of streets and spaces.
As noted in Section 5.0 previously, considering that new streets and buildings will be developed over multiple phases and that any given street may be bounded by separate phases of development
delivered by separate design teams within different timeframes, it is recommended that a coherent public realm is adhered to. In this regard the first landscape architect principle should be observed,
that in completing the second side of a street, the second landscape architect will as far as practicable adopt the external materials, colours and tree/plant species, carried out by the first landscape
architect, that exists on the completed side of the street.
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The palette of hard landscape materials for each regeneration area is described in detail in the tables below:
Regeneration Area
Hard Landscape
Finishes and
Features
Footpaths

Ballincurra Weston

St. Mary's Park

Moyross

Southill

Concrete block paving. Block paving to have reconstituted stone surface.
or
Panels of in-situ concrete with exposed aggregate finish broken up with bands of limestone setts or dark block pavers.
Where possible recessed manhole covers to be used.

Material Swatches

Cyclepaths

Exposed aggregate concrete with

Exposed aggregate concrete with

Concrete block paving - long format with

stone setts

recessed manhole covers

recessed cover manhole cover

Demarcated with road markings on shared pedestrian and cycle greenways.

Material Swatches

Combined off road footpath and

Cyclepath and footpath
segregated by planted verge

Red epoxy resin with 6mm coloured chips on existing surfaces.
or
40mm Red coloured Hot Rolled Asphalt (HRA) for new surfaces.
or
Demarcated with road markings on shared pedestrian and cycle greenways.
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
Regeneration Area
Hard Landscape
Finishes and
Features
Prominent civic spaces

Ballincurra Weston

St. Mary's Park

Front of Church and Community Centre Vicinity of monument and Creche / pre
and vicinity of monument:
school:
Natural stone - predominantly Irish
Natural stone - predominantly Irish Blue

Moyross

Southill

Front of Community Centre and Neighbourhood Centre:
A combination of ground and shot blasted in-situ
concrete and Irish Blue Limestone/Granite.

Vicinity of Community Centre, Health Centre and
Church:
A combination of ground and shot blasted in-situ

Contents
Blue Limestone.
or
A combination of ground and shot
blasted in-situ concrete and Irish Blue
Limestone/Granite.

Limestone/Granite.

Intensively used hard landscape areas in the linear park
are to be a combination of Irish Blue Limestone/Granite
and ground and shot blasted in-situ concrete.

concrete and Irish Blue Limestone/Granite.

Material Swatches

Natural stone - Irish Blue Limestone

Natural stone paving -

Natural stone paving - granite

Ground and shot blasted in-situ concrete

Granite and Irish Blue Limestone

Shared surfaces

Combination of concrete block pavers with asphalt
or
With banding of stone, reconstituted kerbs laid flush or in-situ concrete (polished or exposed aggregate finish).

Material Swatches

Concrete block paving - recon stone

Road surfaces

Hot rolled asphalt. Flush kerbing (in light granite, polished in-situ concrete or reconstituted stone) to demarcate pedestrian crossings and raised tables at junctions.

Material Swatches

In-situ concrete banding through

In-situ concrete banding set into

asphalt

asphalt

Raised table at street junction

Level crossing for pedestrians
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
Regeneration Area
Hard Landscape
Finishes and
Features
Road kerbs

Ballinacurra Weston

St. Mary's Park

Pre-cast reconstituted stone kerbs with radius kerb units.
All kerbs to be natural stone where stone is used in prominent civic spaces.

Moyross

Southill

Pre-cast reconstituted stone kerbs with radius kerb units.
or
Concrete slipform kerbs

stnetnoC

'Kassel' type kerb to be installed at bus stops.

All kerbs to be natural stone where stone is used in prominent civic spaces.
'Kassel' type kerb to be installed at bus stops.

Material Swatches

Recon stone kerbing

On street Parking Bays

Recon stone kerbing flush with

'Kassel' type kerb to bus stop.

Concrete Block Paving. Natural or Charcoal finish.
Parking bays to be demarcated from road surface with flush kerbing (in light granite, polished in-situ concrete or recon stone) to demarcate pedestrian crossings and raised tables at junctions.

Material Swatches

Recon stone kerbing flush with

Paving to on street parking spaces

surface

Primary paths through parks
and green space

Asphalt / macadam with stone / recon stone kerbing. To be designed for emergency and maintenance vehicle access, 2.4-3.0 metres wide.

Material Swatches

Primary asphalt path through green
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
Regeneration Area
Hard Landscape
Finishes and
Features
Secondary paths through
parks and green space

Ballinacurra
Weston

St. Mary's Park

Moyross

Granite or Quartzite gravel
10mm to dust with stone /
reconstituted stone kerbing

Asphalt / macadam with
stone / recon stone kerbing
or hardwood timber edging.

Granite or Quartzite gravel 10mm to dust with stone / reconstututed stone kerbing or hardwood timber edging.

Southill

Contents
or hardwood timber edging.

Material Swatches

Secondary gravel path through green space

Tactile Paving

To follow the current guidance of the National Disability Authority. Where stone is utilised in prominent civic spaces, the tactile pavers should also be in natural stone in a colour to match the
National Disability Authority colour requirements.

Material Swatches

Red or Buff tactile paving in natural stone.

Tree pit surface in hard
landscape.

Resin bound gravel.

Material Swatches

Gravel surface to tree pits
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
Regeneration Area
Hard Landscape
Finishes and
Features
Street furniture - seating
and benches

Ballinacurra Weston

St. Mary's Park

Moyross

Southill

1. Opportunities for informal and short stay seating can be provided by incorporating benches and / or integrating seating into low walls and raise planting beds;
2. In parks, green spaces and civic spaces seating with back and arms rests for longer stays should be provided. Seating can be steel and timber or concrete with a high quality finish (polished) with timber
boards and back rests;
3. Steel other than stainless steel should be twice galvanised with powder coating as required. All timber should be dense hardwood; Iroko, European Oak or similar.

stnetnoC

Material Swatches

RAL 7016

Bollards

Park bench with back and arm

Informal seating on a low wall. concrete Informal seating; timber boards

rests

wall

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

RAL 7046

RAL 7043

on a low wall

Bollards should be reinforced to withstand bumping by vehicles;
Bollards should be 1000mm high and 110-200mm wide with reflective finishes near the top;
A single bollard type should be selected for use throughout a single regeneration area;
Bollards in steel should be stainless steel or twice galvanised and powder coated or a combination of both;
The colour for powder coating should match the colour selected for front garden railings and lighting columns.

Material Swatches

RAL 7043

RAL 7016

RAL 7046

Bollards can be powder coated to a selected colour.

Powder coated steel bollard with

A 200mm diameter bollard reinforced with a steel

Bollards can have a tapered

stainless steel top for reflectivity

core.  All bollards within a row can be set in a

top to discourage sitting and

continuous strip foundation for added strength and

loitering

capacity to withstand impact

Boundaries to green spaces

1.2-1.5 metre high steel railing. All steel to be twice
galvanised and/or powder coated. Colour to match
front garden railings, bollards and lighting columns.

Low earth berming.

1.2-1.5 metre high steel railing. All steel to be twice galvanised and/or powder coated. Colour to
match front garden railings, bollards and lighting columns.
or
Low earth berming.

RAL 7016

Bespoke railing detail

Railing boundary to public park

RAL 7046

RAL 7043
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
Regeneration Area
Hard Landscape
Finishes and
Features

Ballincurra
Weston

Boundaries between private
rear gardens and public
realm

Approx. 2.1 metre high masonry wall with render or dash render face and
concrete or granite coping. Render or dash render to match that used on adjacent
dwellings.

Signage

Outside of regulatory traffic signage; a bespoke and integrated signage scheme should be developed for application across the regeneration areas incorporating; street nameplates, wayfinding, Home
Zone signage etc.

St. Mary's Park

Moyross

Southill

Approx. 2.1 metre high masonry wall with brick or render face and brick or light granite coping. Brick and render to
match those used on adjacent dwellings.

Contents
Example of planter with etched lettered signage

Integrating Art in the public
realm

It is recommended that artists are invited to collaborate with the community in the design and implementation of aspects of the public realm to give greater distinctiveness and localisation to the
public realm of the various regeneration areas and neighbourhoods. The art projects should address needs and requirements of the public realm, rather than generate stand alone art installations such
as:
1. Dealing with utility sub-stations;
2. Signage and landmarks for orientation;
3. Home Zone gateways;
4. Play.
For each regeneration area a distinct theme could be selected.

Stone art incorporated into public realm
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
Planting
The general principles guiding the planting strategies and guidance for the public realm
are as follows:
1. Seasonal interest;
2. Stimulation and visual interest;
3. Shelter, comfort and space making;
4. Biodiversity potential;
5. A range of planting types within parks and larger green spaces;
6. Can be managed to a high standard;
7. Limited use of mass shrub planting.

2. Staking and protection; triple staking with cross bars. Where required provide a stainless / galvanised steel loop to protect from parking cars;
3. Tree girth; 20-25cm or larger;
4. Spacing; typically 3.0-6.0 metres in groups, 6.0-8.0 metres in avenues or lines.
Typical species: Medium-Large trees

stnetnoC

Palettes of suggested plant species are provided below under each typology from trees to
groundcover and bulbs. The palettes are not prescriptive.
Planting design should reinforce the coherency of neighbourhoods whilst also contributing to generating distinct characters for each neighbourhood.

Street trees
Within each regeneration area a range of tree species should be planted for visual interest
and for resilience. Tree species selection should reflect the hierarchy of space and streets;
larger tree species along primary routes and within parks; smaller tree species within
Home Zones, Rear Courts and close to building lines (within 5.5 - 6.0 metres).

Trees on streets and within Home zones
1. Tree pits; avoid tight and constricted root zones. Provide a minimum rootzone of 4
cubic metres; consisting of topsoil compost mix and/or load bearing soil;
2. Tree pit surface; the tree pit surface will be in fine gravel; Granite or Quartzite 10mm to
dust or planted with groundcover or clipped shrubs;
3. Staking and protection; triple staking with cross bars. Where required provide a
stainless / galvanised steel loop to protect from parking cars;
4. Tree girth; 20-25cm or larger.
A schedule of suggested species are as follows:
Medium-Large trees:
Acer platanoides: Norway Maple
Corylus collurna: Turkish Hazel
Pinus sylvestris: Scots Pine
Platanus spp: Plane
Quercus spp: Oak
Tilia spp: Lime
Small-Medium trees
Betula pendula: Silver Birch
Gleditsia triacanthos: Honey locust
Prunus avium: Wild Cherry
Robinia pseudoacacia: Robinia
Sorbus aucuparia: Rowan
Trees within parks and green spaces
1. Tree pit surface; 75mm depth of bark chip mulch. Mound soil at edge of planting to
form watering rim for first 2 growing seasons;

Fagus sylvatica Beech
Larix decidua European Larch
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak
Tilia spp. Lime
Small-Medium trees

Alnus spp: Alder
Betula pendula: Silver Birch
Prunus avium: Wild Cherry
Salix spp: Willow
Sorbus aucuparia: Rowan
Blossoming trees

Amelanchier spp: Snowy Mespilus
Magnolia c.vars: Magnolia
Prunus c. vars: Cherry Blossoms
Tree Selection
Considering that new development will be developed over multiple phases and that any
given street may be bounded by separate phase of development delivered by separate
design teams within different timeframes it is recommended that a single species of tree
be selected for planting along any given street, such that each phase of development
and associated street tree planting contributes to creating a streetscape with a coherent
physical character. In this regard the first landscape architect principle should be observed,
that in completing the second side of a street, the second landscape architect will as far as
practicable adopt the external materials, colours and tree species that exist on the completed side of the street.
Tree Management
All future tree pruning should be supervised by a competent arborist as inappropriate tree
pruning can negatively impact the form, long term benefits and viability of tree planting.
For example street trees may require crown lifting and thinning as they mature to permit
daylighting of buildings and gardens.
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
Hedging
1. Protection: timber post and rail with chestnut pale or wire mesh;
2. Spacing: 500mm centre in single row, 600mm spacing in double staggered rows;
3. Size: feathered stock 1.0 metres min.;
4. Planting bed surface: 75mm depth of bark chip mulch.
A schedule of suggested species are as follows:
Cotoneaster lacteus: Cotoneaster
Ilex aquifolium: Holly
Fagus sylvatica: Beech
Prunus lusitanica: Portuguese Laurel
Taxus bacatta: Yew

Contents

Native hedging mix
Dominant species:

Trees planted in clusters at spacing of 4-6 metres in order to create spacial enclosure and
shelter

Crataegus monagyna: Hawthorn
Prunus spinosa: Sloe
Less frequent species:

Ilex aquifolium: Holly
Prunus avium: Wild Cherry
Rosa canina: Dog rose
Viburnum opulus: Guelder Rose
Climber
Lonicera periclymenum: Honeysuckle

Native hedgerow planting along a park boundary

Above and right - detail of triple staking of trees,
with cross bars and natural fibres tree ties

tx

78

6.0		 Public Open Spaces
Shrub and planting
Limited to focussed use in: home zone planting beds, to define formal parts of parks and
green spaces and for privacy buffer planting.
1. Density: typically 450-600mm centres, 3-5 per square metre;
2. Planting: bed surface;
3. Longevity: preference for longer lived species over short lived species;
4. Planting bed surface: 75mm depth of bark chip mulch.

stnetnoC

A schedule of suggested species are as follows:
Shrubs and Planting

Buxus sempervirens: Box
Cotoneaster dammerii:  Cotoneaster

Erica c.vars:  Heather
Buxus
sempervirens Box
Cotoneaster
dammerii
Hypyericum:  St.John's
Wort Cotoneaster
Erica
c.vars
Heather
Luma apiculata:  Myrtle
Hypyericum St.John's Wort
Mahonia c.vars:  Oregon Grape
Luma
apiculata Myrtle
Rosmarinus
c.vars:  Rosemary
Mahonia c.vars
Oregon Grape
Rosmarinus c.vars Rosemary
Groundcover planting
Limited to focussed use in home zone planting beds, to define formal parts of parks and
green spaces and for privacy buffer planting. Flowering perennials and grasses will be an
important component of high profile parks, green spaces and civic spaces to provide seasonal interest.
1. Density: 6-9 per square metre;
2. Planting bed surface: 75mm depth of medium to fine grade bark chip mulch.

Clipped evergreen shrub planting creates formal spatial arrangements

A schedule of suggested species are as follows:
Grasses crocosmifolia + c.vars
Crocosmia
Calamagrostis
acutifolia c.vars
Kniphofia
c.vars
Carex elata
Libertia
grandiflora
Rudbeckia
Chionocloa flavicans
fulgida
Molinia c.vars
Salvia
Caerulea
nemorosa
Pennisetum
Schizostylus
Alopecuroides
cocinnea

Asplenium scolopendrium
Anemone
x hybrida c.vars
Digitalis purpurea
Luzula
nivea
Luzula
sylvatica
Polystichum
setiferum
Rodgersia
aesculifolia

Perennials Full Sun

Crocosmia crocosmifolia + c.vars
Kniphofia c.vars
Libertia grandiflora
Rudbeckia
Fulgida c.vars
Salvia

Mix of herbaceous perennial planting for heightened seasonal interest and colour

Nemorosa
Schizostylus
Cocinnea

Above and right ornamental grasses of Purple Moor Grass (Molinia c.vars) and Red Hot Pokers (Kniphofia) in a voluntary housing scheme in
Greenlawns, Coolock, Dublin. The scheme was planted during April 2012 and photographed during June 2014

Ornamental grasses for year round structure
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
Perennials semi shade/shade
Asplenium scolopendrium
Anemone
X hybrida c.vars
Digitalis purpurea
Luzula
Nivea
Luzula
Sylvatica
Polystichum
Setiferum
Rodgersia
Aesculifolia

Climbers

Contents

Clematis c.vars

Jasminum officinale

Crocus bulbs set in mown grass

Lonicera periclymenum

Parthenocissus quinquefolia
Parthenocissus
Clematis
c.va triscupidata,
Wisteria c.vars

Bulbs
Density: 7-11 per sq metre appox.
Typical species:
In grassland:
Bulbs

Crocus c.vars Crocus
Gallanthus c.vars Snowdrop Daffodil

Crocus c.vars Crocus
Narcissus c. vars
Daffodil
Gallanthus
c.vars
Snowdrop Daffodil
Narcissus
c. vars Daffodil
In shaded situations:
In
shaded situations:
Hyacynthoides
non-scriptus Bluebell
Hyacynthoides non-scriptus Bluebell
Anemone nemorosa Wood Anemone
Anemone nemorosa Wood Anemone
Allium ursinum
Wild
garlic
Allium
ursinum
Wild
garlic

Native wildflower and grass meadow

Meadow
Meadow areas will be sown with grass and native wildflower mixes (80:20). Seed sowing should be undertaken in August/September as this generally gives the best results.
The meadows will require annual management to ensure the establishment and maintenance of the desired species composition and aid the establishment of the grassland by
preventing the invasion of aggressive weed species.
Cutting earlier (July-August) reduces the habitat value of the grassland for invertebrates
and small mammals. If an earlier cutting time is required then ideally this should not be
before the end of June. The sward should not be cut too low (<40mm) as this can create bare patches and encourage weed infestation. All cuttings should be removed as this
removes nutrients and prevents cuttings from covering small species.
The meadow should be cut several times in the first year to prevent the growth and flowering of tall weeds. As the wild flowers and grasses establish during the second and third
year, the sward should have become dense enough to suppress problem weeds. Perennial
weeds such as Creeping Thistle Cirsium arvense, Spear Thistle Cirsium vulgare, Common
Ragwort Senecio vulgaris, Broad-leaved Dock Rumex obtusifolius and Curled Dock Rumex
crispus, however, may need further treatment to keep them under control.

Wildflower mix in a small raised planter
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6.0		 Public Open Spaces
6.3

Implementation

Local employment and training
Opportunities for local involvement in the design,
implementation and on-going management of the public
realm should be maximised. In particular there is potential
to train local residents in landscape management, utilising
a programme bespoke to the regeneration areas. Such a
programme should incorporate high quality training on tree
management, wildlife friendly landscape maintenance and the
safety auditing of play areas.

stnetnoC

Budgeting for replacements and repairs
As capital investment in new parks, streetscape refurbishment
and housing is rolled out within the regeneration areas,
adequate annual budgeting must be put in place to ensure
the public realm can be maintained to a high standard and in
particular to ensure monies are allocated on an annual basis to
allow for prompt repair and replacement of surfaces, furniture,
lighting, play equipment and re-planting. This is to ensure
protection of the existing significant investment already put in
place in the regeneration areas to date.
Aftercare
All contracts for the implementation of soft landscape works
should include for a minimum of two full seasons of aftercare
by the same contractor or preferably 3-5 growing seasons.
Landscape management plans and performance specifications
should be included in the project documents at tender stage.
Develop Technical Specifications
The next step in implementing the Design and Public Realm
Code for the public realm should be in developing more
detailed technical specifications for hard landscape materials
that will be used in large quantities across multiple phases
of the regeneration projects in order to ensure that the
consistency desired can be delivered. Technical specifications
should be developed for:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Public Lighting;
Paving blocks for footpaths and parking bays;
Kerbing;
Road surfacing.
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“Place making is like
home making. Home
making turns a house
into a home. Place
making turns a space
into a place.”

Contents

-David Engwicht

Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan

tx

82

104

stnetnoC

xt

83

Contents
Section 7
Building Material Palette
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7.0		 Building Material Palette
7.1

Building Materials

The regeneration areas will support the desire to create a neighbourhood that provides a strong sense of place through a common materials palette whilst at the same time promoting
architectural variety to enhance legibility. As noted in Section 5.0 previously, considering that new buildings will be developed over multiple phases and that any given street may be bounded by
separate phases of development delivered by separate design teams within different timeframes, it is recommended that a built form and streetscape with a coherent physical character is adhered
to. In this regard the first architect principle should be observed, that in completing the second side of a street, the second architect will as far as practicable adopt the plot size, vertical heights,
building proportion, roof profile, external materials, colours and tree/plant species, carried out by the first architect, that exists on the completed side of the street.
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Regeneration Area
Building
Materials
ROOFS
1. One principal
building material
to be used for
the roofs of
dwellings
2. Slate/Fibre
Cement Tiles to
be the principal
roof material
in residential
dwellings
3. Standing Seam
Metal Roofs
may be used
occasionally
as a feature
roof material
in residential
dwellings
4 . Sedum Roof may
be used as an
occasional roof
material in mixed
u s e /e m p l oy m e nt

Ballinacurra Weston

St. Mary's Park and
King's Island

Residential Infill
Pitched roofs:
Material:
1. Interlocking cement tiles, to
match extant adjacent roofs

Residential Infill
Pitched roofs:
Material:
1. Interlocking cement tiles, to
match extant adjacent roofs

Colour:                
Dark Brown

1.

Colour:                
Dark Grey to match
Dark Grey to match
Dark Brown
extant adjacent roofs
extant adjacent roofs
                

No decorative ridge tiles of
contrasting colour

1.

No decorative ridge tiles of
contrasting colour

Moyross

Southill

Residential Infill
Pitched roofs:
Material:
1. Interlocking cement tiles, to
match extant adjacent roofs

Residential Infill
Pitched roofs:
Material:
1. Interlocking cement tiles, to
match extant adjacent roofs

Colour:                
Dark Grey to match
Dark Brown
extant adjacent roofs
                

Colour:                
Dark Brown

1.

1.

No decorative ridge tiles of
contrasting colour

Dark Grey to match
extant adjacent roofs

No decorative ridge tiles of
contrasting colour

Pitch:
             
1. Roof pitches and ridge tiles to sit
in line with extant adjacent roofs          

Pitch:                    
1. Roof pitches and ridge tiles to sit
in line with extant adjacent roofs

Pitch:                    
1. Roof pitches and ridge tiles to sit
in line with extant adjacent roofs

Pitch:
             
1. Roof pitches and ridge tiles to sit
in line with extant adjacent roofs          

Residential New
Material:              
Slate/Interlocking concrete/cement
tiles/ Fibre Cement slates, rectangular                            
                               
Colour:               
Dark Brown            Dark Grey  

Residential New
Material:
Slate/Interlocking concrete/cement
tiles/ Fibre Cement slates, rectangular    

Residential New
Material:
Slate/Interlocking concrete/cement
tiles/ Fibre Cement slates, rectangular    

Colour:               
'Natural Slate' Grey

Colour:               
'Natural Slate' Grey

Residential New
Material:              
Slate/Interlocking concrete/cement
tiles/ Fibre Cement slates, rectangular                            
                               
Colour:                
Dark Brown            Dark Grey  

'Natural Slate' Blue/Black

'Natural Slate' Blue/Black

No decorative ridge tiles of
contrasting colour.

No decorative ridge tiles of
contrasting colour.

buildings

No decorative ridge tiles of
contrasting colour.

No decorative ridge tiles of
contrasting colour.
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7.0		 Building Material Palette
Regeneration Area
Building
Materials
ROOFS

St. Mary's Park and
King's Island

Moyross

Residential New
Material:             
1. Standing Seam Metal Roof;
2. Colour: Red/Brown/Aluminium
coated zinc.

Residential New
Material:             
1. Standing Seam Metal Roof;
2. Colour: Red/Brown/Aluminium
coated zinc.

Residential New
Material:             
1. Standing Seam Metal Roof;
2. Colour: Red/Brown/Aluminium coated
zinc.

RAL 7004

RAL 7004

RAL 7005

Ballinacurra Weston

Southill

Contents

1. One principal
building material
to be used for
the roofs of
dwellings
2. Slate/Fibre
Cement Tiles to
be the principal
roof material
in residential
dwellings
3. Standing Seam
Metal Roofs
may be used
occasionally
as a feature
roof material
in residential
dwellings

4 . Sedum Roof may
be used as an
occasional roof
material in mixed
u s e /e m p l oy m e nt
buildings

Metal
Red

Metal
Brown

RAL 7015

Profile:                
1. Profile determined by overall
design of individual projects;
2. We would encourage forms
that have precedent in the site
locale, with interpretation for
contemporary design;
3. Roof profile will determine width
of standing seam;
4. Profile to be approved by
Office of Regeneration prior to
specification.

Non residential (Mixed-use,
Employment)
Material:              
1. Single ply membrane to flat
parapet roofs;                                                            
2. Standing seam metal roof to flat
or pitched roofs;                
3. Insulated standing seam
sandwich roof panels, colours
as in standing seam metal roof
section;
4. Profile to be approved by
Office of Regeneration prior to
specification.   
Colour:  
RAL 7004

Metal
Brown

RAL 7015

Profile:                
1. Profile determined by overall design
of individual projects;
2. We would encourage forms
that have precedent in the site
locale, with interpretation for
contemporary design;
3. Roof profile will determine width of
standing seam;
4. Profile to be approved by Office of
Regeneration prior to specification.

Non residential (Mixed-use,
Employment)
Material:              
1. Single ply membrane to flat parapet
roofs;                                                            
2. Standing seam metal roof to flat or
pitched roofs;                
3. Insulated standing seam sandwich
roof panels, colours as in standing
seam metal roof section;
4. Profile to be approved by Office of
Regeneration prior to specification.   
Colour:  

RAL 7004

RAL 7015

Metal
Red

RAL 7015

Metal
Red

Metal
Brown

RAL 7015

Residential New
Material:             
1. Standing Seam Metal Roof;
2. Colour: Red/Brown/Aluminium coated
zinc.

RAL 7004

Metal
Red

Metal
Brown

RAL 7015

Profile:                
1. Profile determined by overall design of
individual projects;
2. We would encourage forms that have
precedent in the site locale, with
interpretation for contemporary design;
3. Roof profile will determine width of
standing seam;
4. Profile to be approved by Office of
Regeneration prior to specification.

Profile:                
1. Profile determined by overall design of
individual projects;
2. We would encourage forms that have
precedent in the site locale, with
interpretation for contemporary design;
3. Roof profile will determine width of
standing seam;
4. Profile to be approved by Office of
Regeneration prior to specification.

  
Non residential (Mixed-use, Employment)
Material:              
1. Single ply membrane to flat
parapet roofs;                                                            
2. Standing seam metal roof to flat or
pitched roofs;                
3. Insulated standing seam sandwich roof
panels, colours as in standing seam metal
roof section;
4. Profile to be approved by Office of
Regeneration prior to specification.   

  
Non residential (Mixed-use, Employment)
Material:              
1. Single ply membrane to flat parapet
roofs;                                                            
2. Standing seam metal roof to flat or
pitched roofs;                
3. Insulated standing seam sandwich roof
panels, colours as in standing seam
metal roof section;
4. Profile to be approved by Office of
Regeneration prior to specification.   

Colour:  

Colour:  

RAL 7005

RAL 7015

RAL 7004

RAL 7015
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7.0		 Building Material Palette
Regeneration Area
Building
Materials
ROOFS
1. One principal
building material
to be used for
the roofs of
dwellings
2. Slate/Fibre
Cement Tiles to
be the principal
roof material
in residential
dwellings
3. Standing Seam
Metal Roofs
may be used
occasionally
as a feature
roof material
in residential
dwellings

4 . Sedum Roof may
be used as an
occasional roof
material in mixed
u s e /e m p l oy m e nt
buildings

Ballinacurra Weston

St. Mary's Park and
King's Island

Moyross

Southill

stnetnoC

Material:
1. Sedum roof where  mixed use/
employment building roof is overlooked
from a height;
2. Extensive sedum blanket may be used
where refurbishment or retrofitting is in
place due to its lightweight nature;
3. Where roof will be heavily overlooked, or
in shade, an Extensive Substrate System
may be used.

Material:
1. Sedum roof where  mixed use/
employment building roof is
overlooked from a height;
2. Extensive sedum blanket may
be used where refurbishment or
retrofitting is in place due to its
lightweight nature;
3. Where roof will be heavily
overlooked, or in shade, an Extensive
Substrate System may be used.

Material:
1. Sedum roof where  mixed use/
employment building roof is
overlooked from a height;
2. Extensive sedum blanket may be used
where refurbishment or retrofitting is
in place due to its lightweight nature;
3. Where roof will be heavily overlooked,
or in shade, an Extensive Substrate
System may be used.

Material:
1. Sedum roof where  mixed use/
employment building roof is
overlooked from a height;
2. Extensive sedum blanket may
be used where refurbishment or
retrofitting is in place due to its
lightweight nature;
3. Where roof will be heavily
overlooked, or in shade, an Extensive
Substrate System may be used.
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7.0		 Building Material Palette
Regeneration Area
Building
Materials
WA L LS
1. Only one principal
building material
is to be used
for the walls of
each residential
dwelling or
terrace
2. Brick is to be the
principal material
in residential
new-build
(front and gable
elevations) with
a combination
of feature
bonds,where
appropriate
3. Render to be used
in rear elevations
on residential
new-build
4 . Paint and
render to be the
principal material
in residential
infill (to match
existing material
and colour in
existing terrace)
5 . Tr e a t e d t i m b e r,
metals, fibre
cement cladding
as feature
materials on
residential and

Ballinacurra Weston
Residential infill buildings
PAINT - MAIN WALLS:

St. Mary's Park

Moyross

Residential infill buildings
PAINT - MAIN WALLS:

Residential buildings (new-build)
BRICK:
1. Wirecut brick: lightly textured or
smooth;
2. Stock brick: thrown or pressed;
3. Engineering brick.

Contents

non-residential
(mixed-use/
employment)

Colours:
Estates adjacent to link routes - e.g.,
Moyross Avenue (Cliona Park)
Buff
1. Wirecut, smooth finish;
2. Stock, Pressed finish.

RAL 9002 RAL 7006 RAL7042

Southill
Residential buildings (new-build)
BRICK:
1. Wirecut brick: lightly textured or smooth;
2. Stock brick: thrown or pressed;
3. Engineering brick.
Colours:
Dark grey
1. Wirecut, smooth;
2. Stock, pressed;
3. Engineering.

RAL 7034 RAL 7032 RAL7006

RAL 1002

                                                                                                                                                      

RAL 3012

Residential infill buildings
PAINT - TRIMS:

RAL 3012 RAL 1024 RAL 9002

Residential infill buildings
PAINT - TRIMS:

Brilliant
White

RAL 9001

RAL 7001

Residential infill buildings
CILLS/PLINTH:

Brilliant
White

RAL 9001

RAL 7001

Residential infill buildings
CILLS/PLINTH:

RAL 7035

RAL 7013

Peripheral/background estates - e.g.,
Delmege Park
Red / Dark Brown
1. Wirecut, lightly textured;
2. Stock, throw.
                                                                        

RAL 7034

RAL 7035

RAL 7013

RAL 7034

Coursing:
1. Standard coursing layers may be
used extensively such as Stretcher
Bond;
2. Non-standard feature coursing,
such as dogtooth coursing or
English cross bond, is encouraged
only where facing an open green
space or civic space;
3. This treatment may only
be applied where there is a
spatial feature to be marked or
announced.             

Grey                 
1. Wirecut, smooth / lightly textured;
2. Stock, pressed;
3. Engineering;
4. Handmade.
                                                                                               
                                                                                             
                                                                        

Red / Dark Brown
1. Wirecut, lightly textured;
2. Stock, throw.

Coursing:
1. Standard coursing layers may be used
extensively such as Stretcher Bond;
2. Non-standard feature coursing, such as
dogtooth coursing, is encouraged only
where facing an open green space or civic
space;
3. This treatment may only be applied where
there is a spatial feature to be marked or
announced.
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7.0		 Building Material Palette
Regeneration Area
Building
Materials
WA L LS
1. Only one principal
building material
is to be used
for the walls of
each residential
dwelling or terrace
2. Brick is to be the
principal material
in residential newbuild (front and
gable elevations)
with a combination
of feature
bonds,where
appropriate
3. Render to be used
in rear elevations
on residential newbuild
4 . Paint and render
to be the principal
material in
residential infill
(to match existing
material and colour
in existing terrace)
5 . Tr e a t e d t i m b e r,
metals, fibre
cement cladding as
feature materials
on residential and
non-residential
(mixed-use/
employment)

Ballinacurra Weston

King's Island
Residential buildings (new-build)
BRICK:
1. Wirecut brick: lightly textured or
smooth;
2. Stock brick: thrown or pressed;
3. Engineering brick.

Moyross

Southill
Residential infill buildings
PAINT - MAIN WALLS:

Residential infill buildings
PAINT - MAIN WALLS:

stnetnoC
Colours:
1. Red
                                                                        

Coursing:
1. Standard coursing layers may be
used extensively such as Stretcher
Bond;
2. Non-standard feature coursing, such
as dogtooth coursing or English
cross bond, is encouraged only
where facing an open green space
or civic space;
3. This treatment may only be applied
where there is a spatial feature to be
marked or announced.             

RAL 7034

RAL 7006

RAL 1015

RAL 9002

RAL 1024

Residential infill buildings
PAINT - TRIMS:

RAL 1019

RAL 9001 RAL 7001

RAL 7034

RAL 7042

RAL 4009

RAL 7035

RAL 1001

Residential infill buildings
PAINT - TRIMS:

Brilliant
White

RAL 1019

RAL 9001 RAL 7001

Residential infill buildings
CILLS/PLINTH:

Residential infill buildings
CILLS/PLINTH:

RAL 7035

RAL 7035

RAL 1019

RAL 7009

RAL 7034

RAL 7009

Brilliant
White
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7.0		 Building Material Palette
Regeneration Area
Building
Materials

WA L LS
1. Only one principal
building material is to
be used for the walls
of each residential
dwelling or terrace

Ballinacurra Weston

St. Mary's Park and
King's Island

Moyross

Residential infill buildings
RENDER:

Contents

2. Brick is to be the
principal material
in residential newbuild (front and
gable elevations)
with a combination of
feature bonds,where
appropriate
3. Render to be used in
rear elevations on
residential new-build

4 . Paint and render to be
the principal material
in residential infill
(to match exisitng
material and colour in
existing terrace)
5 . Tr e a t e d t i m b e r,
metals, fibre
cement cladding as
feature materials on
residential and nonresidential (mixedu s e /e m p l oy m e nt )

RAL 9001

RAL 1002

RAL 1019

Types:
1. Scratch Render;
2. Pebble Dashed Render;
3. Sand/cement Render.

Application:
1. Ensure aesthetic consistency for proposed infill buildings in a terraced block of houses in terms of materiality and colour.
King's Island
Non residential Buildings:
Fibre Cement
1. Fibre cement panels, colours to be as agreed with Limerick City and County Council prior to planning submission.
Panel dimensions:
1. Min: (w) 500mm x (l)2500mm;
2. Max: (w) 1250mm x (l) 3100mm;
3. Dimensions in between may be used. A variety of panel sizes may be used on the same facade;
4. Consideration should be given to continuing the wall surface material onto roof surface to form one volume;
5. All junctions, connections and butting of joints to be as flush as possible;
6. Windows installed into such wall must be flush with facade if complies with manufacturer's recommendations;
7. All trims, flashing, cills and coping to match surface material colour as closely as possible.
Colours

Southill
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7.0		 Building Material Palette
Regeneration Area
Building
Materials

WINDOWS AND DOORS
1. Detailing of
windows and
doors must be
designed to
achieve a unified
appearance along
the street.

Ballinacurra Weston

St. Mary's Park and
King's Island

Moyross

Southill

Infill Residential
1. Aluminium composite windows/doors with timber internal finish;
2. Powdercoated external colour;
3. Factory painted internal colour; to be white / clear-varnished timber finish.

stnetnoC

New Residential
1. Aluminium composite windows/doors with timber internal finish;
2. Powdercoated external colour;
3. Factory painted internal colour; to be white / clear-varnished timber finish;
4. Windows to sit centrally within external wall, or similar to adjacent contexts;
5. Feature or corner windows to sit flush to facade within external wall;                    
6. Frame colour must either contrast heavily with adjacent wall surface, or match closely;
7. All flashing, coping to bay windows, window boxes to be powdercoated to match window frame system
colour;
8. Windows to sit centrally within external wall, or similar to adjacent contexts.
Gable
0
1 5 residential:
1.                                
Box windows / bay windowRto
A gable;
L 7035
2. Corner window wrapping around to gable from front elevation;
3. Frame colour must either contrast heavily with adjacent wall surface, or match closely;
4. All flashing, coping to bay windows, window boxes to be powdercoated to match window frame system
colour.

Colour
1.
Muted colours help integrate contemporary and existing styles

  RAL7005

1.

More vibrant colours are appropriate fronting onto key public spaces

   RAL2013

CILLS

RAL 7035

1.
2.
3.

RAL 6019

RAL 1015

Infill buildings: Concrete cill to be painted to match reveal;
New buildings: Cill to be pressed metal cill and powdercoated to match proposed window frame system;
25mm min overhang - 50mm max overhang.
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7.0		 Building Material Palette
Regeneration Area
Building
Materials

LINTOLS

Ballinacurra Weston

St. Mary's Park and
King's Island

Moyross

Southill

New Residential:
1. Concrete lintols exposed on ground floors only;
2. Painted to match reveals or left as natural concrete finish;
3. Steel lintols: concealed within wall fabric.

Contents
Infill Residential:
1. All lintols concealed.

Mixed use/Employment Buildings:
1. Concrete lintols exposed on ground floors only if commercial use.

RAILINGS & BALCONIES

Steel/Aluminium

RAL 7016
Anthracite grey

RAL 9016
Traffic White

RAL7004

TIMBER
Tr e a t e d t i m b e r
to be used as
occasional feature
cladding elements
on non-residential
buildings only

Iroko

Cedar

Larch

Oak

Timber
1. No horizontal boards permitted on timber cladding except where ventilated system is used, or max 10mm gap between boards;
2. Cladding to act as rainscreen only.
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7.0		 Building Material Palette
7.2

Local Verncular Influences

MOYROSS (Dark brick, render, painted render surrounds to openings, buff textured brick)

stnetnoC

ST. MARY'S PARK (Coloured render, red brick, brick course detailing to openings, brick block-and-start surrounds, hipped roofs, smooth render bands to first floor)

BALLINACURRA WESTON (Light-coloured render, catslide roof, smooth render bands to first floor, metal gate details, colours generally muted)

SOUTHILL (Coloured render, textured dash, tile finish to elevations, patterned brick courses)

xt

93

7.0		 Building Material Palette
JANESBORO (Bay projections to ground floor, smooth render bands, hipped roofs, rendered surrounds to openings)

Contents
KENNEDY PARK (Projected brick detailing to gable walls, latticed brickwork to boundary walls, thin flat roof door canopies and projections)
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7.0		 Building Material Palette
7.3

Precedents from Elsewhere

stnetnoC

“We need to see
place as an essential
support for a healthy
society and not
an architectural
leftover.”
-Stuart Pertz
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8.0 Lessons learnt from Completed Developments
8.1

Cliona Court and Cliona Park, Moyross

Cliona Court and Cliona Park was developed by the Housing Agency and consists of 34
units, including 21 one and two-bedroom sheltered apartments for older residents and
13 two and three storey three-bedroom family houses.  The construction of the project is
now complete.

1

2

From this phase, there have been lessons learnt that will inform future built projects for
the regeneration areas. The following photographs highlights the key lessons concerned.

stnetnoC

1. The streetscape along Moyross Avenue has been carefully considered to create an
active built inteface along the main street, with accentuated corner blocks defining
gateways into the residential area;

2. Most of the existing front garden boundary walls have adequate boundary heights
along the edge or some form of permeable boundary wall to allow for maximum
overlooking. Units have been raised above street level along Moyross Avenue with
ramps adjacent to the street edge leading to the raised front gardens and ground
floor levels. All new residential development should have permeable boundary fencing
to the front - no higher than 1.2m along Moyross Avenue helping to create a defined
defensible space and greater overlooking onto the street;
3. The requirement for 2 car parking spaces for family homes should be reconsidered,
given the proximity of Moyross to the city centre and its access to buses along
Moyross Avenue and the low utilisation of car parking spaces provided in the
development. As can be seen with the family units the majority of the privacy strip is
hard standing which is not ideal in terms of sustainable drainage;
4. Young trees that have been planted within the public realm have not survived due
to vandalism.  Where possible trees should be planted within the privacy strip of
dwellings to ensure optimum protection. Or, where they are proposed within the
public realm, they should be of sufficient maturity to withstand vandalism. Tree
pit covers should not be included as part of a landscape specification as they are
unnecessary and unsightly as they collect rubbish underneath. Tree protection
adjacent to existing walls can act as a ladder to aid unauthorised access to adjacent
property;
5. Front boundary walls in some instances are too high and prevent maximum potential
for overlooking of the public realm (target 1.2m high maximum boundary walls to
consist of solid plinth and transparent railings);

3

4

5
7
6

6. Ensure no blank walls to the street. Blank gables and walls exacerbate the potential for
anti-social behaviour;
7. Ensure visibility through gates for optimum safety and overlooking. Solid sheeting
also causes rattling in windy conditions. Providing adequate gaps between boards, as
described in section 6.0 Boundaries to alleviate this issue;
8. Ensure a clear and uncluttered appearance of the public realm,  all meter boxes should
be concealed, having regard to dimensional requirements of ESB Networks and Gas
Networks Ireland;
9. Avoid bollarded street junctions as the lack of through traffic increases the potential
for anti-social behaviour.

8

9
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8.0		 Lessons learnt from Completed Developments
Harmonised colour and tone of brickwork to
provide unity, especially where architectural styles
differ

Window openings and
proportions aligned
Stepped height to mark end of terrace.
Projection from the building line also
emphasises its landmark quality.

Contents
Rainwater goods used
as a tool to emphasise
verticality and individual
plots. Shadow gaps in
the wall elevation would
achieve the same
objective.

Change of material
(render) to emphasise
the entrance

Railings are
transparent to
allow for sufficient
overlooking of the
public realm

Boundary treatment, public realm
materials and planting along street
remain constant despite
architectural styles differing

Zinc material used as an
occasional material

Material change to setback
building to higahlight the
3-storey corner building's
importance
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8.0
8.2

Lessons learnt from Completed Developments

Vizes Court Phase 2

Wherever possible entrance areas should  give a clear
view from the street through to the courtyard - to
provide visual links and aid orientation and ensure
optimum safety and security

Railings are transparent to
allow for sufficient overlooking of the
public realm. However,  ensure a solid
plinth to base to prevent rubbish from
collecting

stnetnoC

Community use at ground floor has optimum length of
glazing to the public realm. This assists in animating and
enhancing natural surveillance and overall safety of the
street and public realm

Each elevation has a consistent
and harmonious architectural
language across its entire surface

Increased height to mark end of
terrace to emphasise its corner

A limited material and colour palette for balconies and elevations

The main entrance has a presence
and connection with the street by
virtue of its ground floor setback
and active frontage

Adequate defensible space provided where ground
floor residential uses are proposed

Entrance has step free access.
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8.0		 Lessons learnt from Completed Developments
8.3

Colivet Court, Southill

Contents

Each elevation has a consistent and
harmonious architectural language
across its entire surface

Balconies do not
have ledges to climb

Front doors
overlooking the street
have canopies lit at
night

Walls, fencing and gates provide
a continuous perimeter line and street wall

Front gardens with low wall and
transparent gates to
define ownership of space and
provide optimal overlooking of the
public realm

A clear distinction has been made
between public, communal and
private spaces
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“It’s no big mystery. The
best streets are comfortable
to walk along with leisure
and safety. They are streets
for both pedestrians and
drivers. They have definition,
a sense of enclosure with
their buildings; distinct ends
and beginnings, usually with
trees.”

Contents

-Allan Jacobs
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Section 10
Public Realm and Design Code
Checklist

PUBLIC REALM AND DESIGN CODE CHECKLIST
This checklist must be completed and included with all Planning Applications (Part 8 and General Planning Applications). All applications within the regeneration areas must demonstrate compliance with the Code. By answering 'No' to any of the checklist
parameters below, a statement of justification must be made to the Office of Regeneration prior to lodgement of application to Limerick City and County Council.
Tick boxes as appropriate
Yes
Regeneration Area:



No

X

Not Applicable

Application on behalf of:
Architect:
Landscape Architect:
STREETS
Have you complied with the parameters for the street types proposed in Section 4.0 (pages 22-34) as follows:
Arterial Street – A1

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Link Streets – B1,B2,B3

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Local Streets – C1,C2,C3,C4,C5,C6

Yes

No

Not Applicable

BUILDINGS
Have you complied with the parameters for buildings proposed in Section 5.0 (pages 38-54) as follows:
Building Proportion

Yes

No

Transparency at Ground Floor Facades

Yes

No

Roofscapes

Yes

No

Landmark Buildings

Yes

No

Building Orientation to enable surveillance

Yes

No

Corner Buildings

Yes

No

Active Frontages

Yes

No

Building Interface parameters  for Street Types proposed

Yes

No

Special Buildings

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE
Have you complied with the parameters for public open spaces proposed in Section 6.0 (pages 58-80) as follows:
Integrated Design

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Integrated Design and minimising Clutter

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Utilities and Services

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Streets and Roads

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Boundaries

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Homezones

Yes

No

Not Applicable

SUDS Measures

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Biodiversity Measures

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Parks and Play Areas

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Public Lighting

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Hard Landscape Materials

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Footpaths

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Cyclepaths

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Road kerbs

Yes

No

Not Applicable

On Street Parking Bays

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Primary Paths through Parks and Green Space

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Secondary Paths through Parks and Green Space

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Tactile Paving

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Tree Pit Surface in hard landscape

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Street Furniture

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Bollards

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Boundaries to green spaces

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Boundaries between private rear gardens and the public realm

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Planting

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Trees

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Hedging/Shrub/Groundcover planting

Yes

No

Not Applicable

BUILDING MATERIALS
Have you complied with the parameters for public open spaces proposed in Section 7.0 (pages 84-94)
Roofs

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Walls

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Windows and Doors

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Cills

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Lintols

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Railings and Balconies

Yes

No

Not Applicable

Timber

Yes

No

Not Applicable
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“Only architecture
that considers human
scale and interaction is
successful architecture.”

Contents

-Jan Gehl
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Appendix 1
Study of Street Furniture in
Limerick city

Bollards

Utility Boxes

Utility Covers

Railings and Gates

Seating

Street Lighting

Planters/Tree Furniture

