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Summary of Conference Content
Nuclear Free Local Authorities

The Nuclear Free Local Authorities (NFLA) All Ireland Forum’s spring 2015 seminar and business meeting allowed councillors,
council officers and interested groups 1o discuss in detail some of the key energy issues affecting Northern Ireland and the
Republic of Ireland, and the positive role the NFLA are playing in this debatc,

The seminar explored four energy issues of real interest to councillors, council officers and community groups, including:

Irish coastal authorities have been consistently concerned about the Sellafield nuclear power plant . Also, the risks of the
Sellafield site were investigated ,and questions posed for example; should Irish Councils remain concerned about them?

It was argued that, renewable energy could, and should, be developed on a large scale across Ireland, with one of the windiest
climates in Europe, and containing a long coastline for tidal and wave power. However, devclopment of some larger projects has
been beset with opposition from local community groups. Can the potential of renewable energy be realised and how can
community suppoit for such projects be delivered? Furthermore, this was discussed in groups and Myths challenged around cost
associated with these developments being too high for example.
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