City of Churches Cover:Layout 1

12/03/2014

21:18

Page 1

of

Churches

City of Churches

City

City of
Churches

A Skyline of Spires

Contact: Limerick Museum & Archives
www.limerick.ie/city archives/cityofchurches | @LimerickLMA #CityofChurches | www.facebook.com/limerickmuseumandarchives

A Skyline of Spires

by Emma Gilleece for Limerick Archives

City of Churches Cover:Layout 1

12/03/2014

21:18

Page 2

CITY OF CHURCHES CATALOGUE:Layout 1

12/03/2014

22:58

Page i

City of
Churches
by Emma Gilleece for Limerick Archives

i

CITY OF CHURCHES CATALOGUE:Layout 1

12/03/2014

22:58

Page ii

City of
Churches

C

Introduction
Limerick has a skyline of spires. The city has more places of worship on its main street than
any other city or town in Ireland. The visibility of Limerick's churches area is largely explained
by the planned grid nature of the city's expansion in the Georgian period. As the old walls
surrounding Englishtown and Irishtown were taken down, the city spread in a strict geometric
pattern up Rutland Street, in line with the plans prepared by Christopher Colles for the owner
of the land, Edmund Sexton Pery. The possibilities presented by Pery's decision seems to have
motivated faiths of various denominations to set about acquiring prominent sites in the new
city. This strict blueprint allowed the faiths to select prominent sites creating a necklace of
churches on the new cities sparkling streets. While the medieval St Mary's Cathedral with its
mainly Gothic style defines the old walled city, Georgian Limerick is punctuated with churches
created in response to Pery's blueprint.
Limerick city has always been a major industrial and commercial centre which resulted in the
creation and accumulation of the financial resources necessary to fund these grand
architectural expressions. As a port city and garrison town, Limerick attracted immigrants
and entrepreneurs of various religions and ethnicities, each of which had their own places of
worship. There was always a large and wealthy Catholic middle class to support these
buildings, while the presence of so many religious orders in the City led to the proliferation of
churches including those in convents. Since the Reformation, Limerick also had a large and
numerous Protestant middle class of various denominations, each of which had their own
places of worship and the Society of Friends (Quakers) have had a presence since the 1670s.
As the Penal Laws were still in force in 1760, Protestant denominations were 'out of the blocks'
quickly in selecting sites for new churches, with St. George's Church of Ireland chapel being
the first to be erected on the grid. From 1828 with Catholic Emancipation, Roman Catholics
joined in the race. In fact after the Penal Laws were revoked, no Roman Catholic Church was
built within the walls of the Irishtown and Englishtown, as they all chose new sites in Newtown
Pery. The religious orders were to the forefront in this movement - the Redemptorists, Jesuits,
Augustinians, Dominicans and Franciscans. St John's Cathedral lay close to the old city walls
while St Munchins was on the other side of the river in Thomondgate.
This expansion was facilitated by a benign Protestant population. Lord Limerick, Edmund
Sexton Pery, owner of the land was well disposed towards all religions, so there was little
opposition to this expansion. A partial exception was the opposition of the County Club to the
purchase by the Augustinians of the theatre beside their premises for conversion to a church.
On the other hand, the Arch-Confraternity protest and alienation of the Jews in 1904 spoke of
a super confident Catholic ethos which prevailed for much of the twentieth century and which
led to Limerick being nicknamed the Confraternity City. Nevertheless, the overall character
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of the city over the longer historical period is of interfaith coexistence. St John's Cathedral for instance is built on land
purchased secretly by the Quakers for the Roman Catholic
population during the Penal era.
Limerick today has of a wide variety of denominations including
Methodist, Presbyterian, Quaker, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Evangelical Christians, Baptist, Muslim, Buddhist
and Bahá'í. The exhibition that accompanies this catalogue attempts to look at all these
churches, old and new but it is very likely that it will have missed some in this constantly
evolving scene.
While looking at the architectural impact of ecclesiastical buildings this exhibition charts in a
more general sense the places that people have chosen to meet in Limerick city to express
their religious beliefs. Many faiths started meeting in homes or rented premises and some are
going back to this less formal approach to worship. The exhibition also looks at the people
who created these spaces-the patrons, the architects, the builders and the artists. Limerick's
churches contain many architectural and artistic treasures which we often walk past without
noticing; the Evie Hone windows in the Our Lady of the Rosary Church on the Ennis Road, or
the Harry Clarke windows in St Mary's Cathedral and the Augustinians. Very often the cost of
furnishing the church meant that final decorative features took decades to complete and many
new churches borrowed treasures from earlier churches. Tabernacles, alters, statues, fonts,
windows and pews often moved from church to church.
The Second Vatican Council (1962-65) commonly known as Vatican II, resulted in major
changes to Irish churches. Vatican II was the twenty-first ecumenical council of the Catholic
Church, and undertook a major renewal of Catholic doctrine to make it more relevant to the
modern world. It also resulted in changes to church art and architecture, such as the placing
of altars in the centre and simplification of the interior. Unfortunately, this resulted in what
some critics have called the 'wreckovation' of many churches, including the removal of altars,
railings and statues and the painting over of the elaborate highly patterned wall paintings.
Sadly, these trends were more pronounced in Ireland than elsewhere. Despite this wave of
destruction, a wealth of wonderful religious art remains on display in modern Limerick.
This exhibition charts some of the changes as former churches are now used as dance spaces,
as community halls, as offices and exhibition spaces. Churches have provided education and
healthcare, are venues for celebrations like baptisms and weddings, places of worship and
community meeting places. For some they now simply provide a service at key life points,
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similar to the role of a hospital, while for others, meeting together is a key expression of
identity and faith.
Many of the churches are keepers of records, including those of baptism, marriage and often
death. Limerick Archives is keen to support keepers of the records in their work of preserving
and making accessible these unique resources of which they are the custodians. They are part
of many peoples daily routine, the personal architecture of living in the city. While their future
may be uncertain these buildings still represent a substantial part of our architectural heritage
and cumulative investment. This exhibition asks the question - what next for these beautiful
buildings?
I would like to thank the exhibition team for all their hard work on this project. Sincere thanks
to Randal Hodkinson for his generous and expert assistance. Limerick Archives is very grateful
to those who completed the survey form as we endeavoured to establish a personal response
to as many of these buildings as possible. We received multiple responses from some
churches and could only select a few, while some churches were not mentioned in any
responses. Limerick Archives would like to acknowledge the financial support provided under
the Limerick City of Culture 'Made in Limerick' programme.
Jacqui Hayes, Limerick City and County Archivist
Exhibition Team
Jacqui Hayes: Project Manager
Emma Gilleece: Concept development, catalogue research and text
Anne Kearns: Exhibition planner, co-curator
Sharon Slater: Research support, co-curator
Dr. Matthew Potter: Editorial support
Illustrations by Jacob Stack | Photography by Paddy Cahill | Exhibition Design: AViD Graphic Design
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Limerick over the years has become known as ‘one of the most pious towns in Ireland’1. This
title is justified by the high occurrence of and fondness for churches, old and new, in the city.
In addition to its Roman Catholic and Church of Ireland traditions Limerick can boast of a
variety of denominations such as Methodist, Presbyterian, Quaker, Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Evangelical Christians, Baptist, Muslim, Buddhist and
Bahá'í. All these faiths contribute to the rich tapestry of Limerick’s religious worship and
spirituality. Various historical and socio-economic reasons help to explain this city’s penchant
for building places of worship as well as their choice of location and architectural styles. Not
only are these places of worship the physical embodiment of social change in Ireland but they
also constitute a substantial part of our architectural heritage.

1

Frank O’Connor, Irish Miles, (London, 1947). His impression of Limerick was written in 1939.
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ABUNDANT LIFE, POST OFFICE LANE
Abundant Life is a Pentecostal/charismatic church in Limerick which was founded by Dr Mike
Pinsent in 1995. It is a diverse multicultural Irish church with over 25 different nationalities
represented. It is part of AGI (Assemblies of God Ireland) co-operative network of churches and
a member of EAI (Evangelical Alliance Ireland). Abundant Life has been located and operating
in Limerick since 1979. Its old name was “New Life.” Previously the church was located in Red
Cross Hall, in Windmill Street, where it had operated since 1988, and Limerick Youth Centre.
In April 2006 Abundant Life moved to its current location in Post Office Lane, behind Ulster
Bank. The church is a double-height hall in a late 19th century Dutch barn style with skylights
to allow lots of natural light to fill the space. The walls are painted tongue and grove panels
with and exposed beams resting on timbers piers with cornicing.
____________________________________________________________________________
BAHÁ‘Í

“Limerick remains a significant centre of Bahá‘í activity and the Bahá‘ís here are engaged in
various activities within the general community, especially in the areas of the empowerment
of young teenagers and inter-faith dialogue” Mike Maguire.
The Bahá'í Faith has had a strong presence in Limerick since the early 1970s. One of the
youngest of the world's monotheistic religions, it has spread to every corner of the planet and
is independently recognised as the second most widespread religion after Christianity. The
world population of members of the Bahá'í Faith is variously estimated at between 5.5 and
almost 8 million adherents.
Unlike many other religions the Bahá'í faith has no clergy but the spiritual and administrative
affairs of the entire Bahá'í community are directed by a nine-member body, elected at five
year intervals, called The Universal House of Justice, situated on Mount Carmel, Haifa, Israel.
The activities of the Bahá'í community generally take place in the homes of the Bahá'ís or in
hired venues. There are over 20 local spiritual assemblies administering the Bahá'í faith in
Ireland overseen by the National Spiritual Assembly which is centre in Dublin. The Bahá'í faith
was established in Limerick in the late 1960s. Limerick has its own spiritual assembly which
is elected annually2. The Limerick Bahá'í community became the largest in Ireland and many
Bahá'ís from Limerick helped to establish the religion in other parts of the country.
____________________________________________________________________________

2

Seán Spellissy, Limerick: The Rich Land (Limerick, 1989), p.39.
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BAPTIST CHURCH (FORMER), QUINLAN STREET
This former Baptist church is a redbrick gabled fronted, Gothic Revival structure with
limestone dressings. It is freestanding rectangular plan double-height over raised basement
built in 18943. It has a single-storey gabled entrance porch approached by two flights of steps
flanked by railings. The central nave gable is surmounted by an elaborate carved limestone
belfry with a pair of pointed arches and a further red brick pointed arch below supported on
limestone corbels. This former Baptist Church was built to the designs of the architect George
Palmer Beater, the builder was James Henderson and the contractor was Michael Gough with
workshops at 3 Military Road (O’Connell Avenue). It contains a lecture room, classrooms and
could seat 300 people. The last Baptist service was held there in May 1992 and it was converted
to a parish centre in 1995. The congregation held their services in the Caherdavin Community
Centre before moving to their new church on the Old Cratloe Road. In addition to the wonderful
mix of building materials such as brick, limestone and terracotta, this church contains
attractive features such as stained glass windows, double-leaf tongued and grooved timber
doors and wrought-iron gates and railings. A smaller sacristy is located behind the rear gable
with rubble limestone walls, a pitched natural slate roof and a pair of flat-pointed-arched
window openings.
____________________________________________________________________________
BAPTIST CHURCH, OLD CRATLOE ROAD
This purpose built modern church is located on the Old Cratloe Road near the Moylish campus
of LIT. It is a medium-sized, light brick faced building with large parking area, trees and shrubs
to a gated front. The windows on the ground floor are angled in a prism-shape with a pair of
small eyebrow windows to dormer roof which is finished by decorative small steeple. The
interiors are light with a high timber ceiling, timber flooring and the brick-faced walls carried
through. The three windows at the altar area are coloured glass. The furniture consists of a
simple podium and chairs for the congregation. The church also contains a separate room for
Sunday school.
____________________________________________________________________________

3

Spellissy, The Rich Land, p.59.
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CENTRAL HALL, BEDFORD ROW

“The first film I went to was when I was three was Thomas the Tank Engine, there was no one
else in the cinema and what I remember was climbing over the chairs” (Savoy 2, formally
Grand Central Cinema)” Stephen Clancy
Central Hall is a former Methodist Chapel on Bedford Row. It was originally known as the
‘Primitive Wesleyan Methodist Preaching House.’ It was built in 1821 at a time when Limerick
was enjoying increased trade and population growth. It replaced an older Methodist church
which opened on 1st May 1763 at a cost of £600 near the City Court House which was described
as a ‘handsome edifice’4. The building is attributed to James and George Richard Pain5. This
two-storey preaching house in the Gothic-Revival Style was built in the local limestone with
roof slates from Killaloe, Co. Clare. Its front elevation consists of a pitched roof with
fenestration with three small circular windows each with hood mouldings but devoid of their
glass tracery. Its castellated parapets and iron balustrade are still intact.
This building remained a Methodist chapel until it was sold in 1923 to Mr Paul Bernard6 who
constructed the Art Deco Grand Central cinema around it in 1924. The same Mr Bernard would
later donate a window to St Mary’s Church sanctuary. By late 1973 a shop front had been
inserted into the ground floor. The cinema closed in 2004 and in the following year planning
permission was granted for demolition of the cinema façade, roof, side, internal and rear walls
and the retention and restoration of the chapel front. Today it is a retail unit and office with the
chapel façade still visible behind the ‘floating’ full height, steel-framed glass atrium.
____________________________________________________________________________
CHRIST CHURCH, UNITED PRESBYTERIAN & METHODIST CHURCH, 51A O’CONNELL STREET

“I like the multi-culturalism that is enjoyed in Christ Church. Most of us is not Irish
indigenous. Still we belong and we exercise our cultural differences. Musical and gospel
band is very strong in Christ Church. That is one of the things that brings our interculturalism
into play." Franco Jombo
Christ Church became the only Methodist church in the city after the closure of the meeting
house Central Hall on Bedford Row. This building was formerly a Gothic Revival style Georgian
building in stone fronted by steps and cast-iron railings built in 18137. It was remodelled in
1879 to the designs of architect Robert Fogerty8. The church was the place of worship for the
Welsh Guards who were stationed at the nearby barracks.

Patrick Fitzgerald & John James McGregor, The history, topography, and antiquities, of the county and city of Limerick
(Dublin, 1826-7), II, p.564.
Matthew J. Dermott, Ireland’s architectural heritage; an outline history (Dublin, 1975), p.97
6
Limerick Leader, 7 December 1972
7
Dermot Fitzgerald , the Methodist Newsletter, July 2005.
8
Irish Builder 21, 15 Sept 1879
4

5
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By the early thirties the church council decided to convert the front portion of the church into
the present office block to maximise the commercial use of the street frontage. The church and
newer block is separated by a small courtyard which allows light into the church. The front
portion of the old church was converted into the present sanctuary. Central Buildings as this
was called is a terraced three-storey rendered building designed by the architectural firm
Clifford Smith & Newenham.
Built in 1938 it is in the Art Deco style with vertically emphasised windows on first and second
floor and a roof concealed behind a parapet wall. Ground floor elevation shop fronts each
comprises a door opening with overlight and display window, flanked by half engaged fluted
cylindrical piers. Lettering above reads: Central Buildings. One shop front is an exhibition
space while the other is occupied by USIT. The door to the side with canopy gives access to
Christ Church down a long corridor. This door opening is distinguished by splayed bronze
handrails and terrazzo steps, which gives access to a door opening closed by original multiplepaned flat-panelled double doors with original overlight having jazz-style frosted glazing.
The Presbyterian Church (also known as the ‘Red Church’) and the Methodist Church always
had close relations with the Methodist Church. During the summer months the two
congregations would spend a fortnight in each other's church while the respective Ministers
would take their annual summer holidays. After three years of talks between their committees
the two churches were united in 1973 due to dwindling congregations. The Methodist church
was chosen to be their common church as the repairs to the Presbyterian church would have
been too expensive. The church today consists of a very large room with an organ in the corner
and the pews have been replaced by chairs in recent years. The stained-glass windows inside
Christ Church came from the former Presbyterian Church. Upstairs consists of a large hall
with the original ornate ceiling. Christ Church is a multi-cultural church with a growing
congregation from Ireland, the UK and many African countries.
____________________________________________________________________________
CHRIST THE KING, CAHERDAVIN
Caherdavin was part of the parish of St Munchin’s until Christ the King was formed in 1970
after a housing boom in the area. Christ the King Church was designed by local architects
John and Nuala Kernan. It was opened and blessed on September 27th 1985. The builder was
Pat Cullen and the engineers were Michael Punch & Partners.
The church is circular in shape and has a high timber ceiling. The rendered exterior walls are
topped with a continuous window which sweeps the whole way around the building flooding the
space inside with natural daylight. The church is a large scale building with a seating capacity
for 700. In the porch is a stained glass window designed by Erica Ryan depicts the story of the
Creation according to the Book of Genesis.

5
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There is also a statue made by Chris Ryan of Our Lady of Tenderness and Mother of the Church.
It was placed in the porch of the church in the autumn of 1998. Beside this statue is a plaque
which lists the donors of items to the church. The high altar is made from a combination of
concrete and granite dust. The altar stone was formerly part of a nineteenth century altar
from the Benedictine monastery at Glenstal Abbey in Murroe, Co. Limerick. Behind the high
altar, there is a separate chapel of reservation to the Blessed Sacrament. Fr Henry O'Shea, a
member of the Benedictine Order designed the large stone baptismal font, which is now
situated to the right of the high altar. He also designed the altar, the ambo, and the copper
tabernacle. The hanging crucifix, which is situated over the main altar, and the President's
chair are both Fr O'Shea's design.
____________________________________________________________________________
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS, DOORADOYLE ROAD

“I can feel the Holy Spirit there. I can remember our Saviour's sacrifice and feel uplifted and
edified” Rose Elder
“I have had many happy experiences here. My favourite experience of all was being confirmed
in the church. I received a witness of the Truth” Niall Graham
The Church of Jesus Church of Latter Day Saints Mid-West centre and temple is located on the
Dooradoyle Road where weekly services are held. It is also one of the three Family History
Centres for the Mormon community in Ireland which holds census records and registers of
births, deaths and marriages. The Limerick branch was founded in 1964 and on 27 September
1985 the Munster, later Cork, District was created. The church itself is a large single-storey
red brick building rectangular in plan. It has an asymmetrical pitched roof which makes it look
very interesting from the exterior. The exterior brickwork cleverly gives the modest front the
appearance of three large pointed lancet window openings which gives a sense of tradition to
the building as well as a focal point. The rest of the building is finished with large uPVC
windows and entered by a set of double glass doors. The congregation have recently completed
a second extension to their chapel.
____________________________________________________________________________
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CONGREGATIONALISTS/INDEPENDENTS/EVANGELICALS, HARTSTONGE STREET
The Congregationalists or Independents as they were originally known were a substantial and
varied Protestant population which refused to conform to the Church of Ireland and suffered
at times from discriminatory laws. They had a meeting house on Henry Street open to all
denominations as early as 1816 with their Minister Dr. Townley. They moved to a new meeting
house on Bedford Row in 1821, described in Pigot's Directory of Ireland in 1824: ‘the
Independent meeting house is a large handsome building in Bedford Row.’ Three times mayor
of Limerick Peter Tait, got married in the Independent Chapel in the 1850s to Rose Abraham
who was a Congregationalist. In 1821 the Wesleyan Meeting Hall opened three doors down
from the Independents. The Limerick Chronicle 1838 reported that ‘the Limerick Temperance
Society was holding their meetings in Rev. Townley’s Chapel, Bedford Row.’ The Congregation
Union of Ireland formed in 1829 and in 1899 it absorbed the Irish Evangelical Society. It was
in this meeting hall that the great American abolitionist Frederick Douglass spoke before a
large gathering on a speaking tour of Britain and Ireland.
The Independents/Congregationalists chapel ceased to be a place of worship around the late
1890s when they began construction of their new meeting house on Upper Hartstonge Street9
designed by Robert Fogerty10. It was then used by the Baptists Congregation in the 1890s while
they awaited the construction of their chapel on Quinlan Street. It became Lynch’s Cabinet
Factory and in later years was part of Spaights Hardware owned by the McMahon family. The
new chapel on Hartstonge Street was a corner-sited, three-bay building built c.1880, believed
to be designed by Robert Fogerty. It is in the Victorian Elizabethan style which provides a
stylistic contrast to the surrounding Georgian architecture of Newtown Pery. It has bay
windows, large gabled dormers and hipped roof finished with terracotta finials; squared and
snecked limestone ground floor elevation and rendered first floor elevation; timber casement
windows and pointed-arched door opening with smooth flush limestone surround.
By the time of the 1901 Census the building was listed as Lansdowne Soldiers’ Home. By the
1940s the building was the Munster & Leinster Centre for Fianna Fáil with still bears the name
over the door. It went to various uses including a Scout Hall until in 1980 when the building was
renovated and 1982 taken over by ARUP Consulting Engineers.
____________________________________________________________________________

9
10

Restoring former church as offices, Limerick Leader, 22/11/1980
Dictionary of Irish Architects, Irish Architectural Archives
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CORPUS CHRISTI CHURCH, MOYROSS

“The beauty of the church both interior and exterior. It is both a pleasure and a privilege to
attend this fabulous church.” Jude Meaney
The original Corpus Christi church was built in 1978 as an eight-sided building as an
economical way of providing a circular church, a popular shape for Catholic churches at the
time11. Unfortunately it was destroyed by fire on 22 June 1998 due to an electrical fault. A new
church was built in its place by the same architect John McMahon. According to a plaque in
the porch of the church, Bishop Donal Murray opened this church in April 2000. It is also an
octagonal shape church as the brief was for the popular circular plan but on a limited budget.
In the grounds of the church, on the left, there is a statue of the Virgin Mary. Four small
windows in the porch of the church depict the Holy Spirit, the body and blood of Christ (Corpus
Christi), chi and rho and the sacrament of Reconciliation. On the right of the church there is
a wood carving of Jesus healing the wounded man designed by Fergus Costello. The baptismal
font, the evangelarium and the ambo are to the left of the altar. The baptismal font depicts St
John the Baptist baptising Jesus in the River Jordan.
A stained glass window on the left-hand side of the church shows children caring for each
other with God’s blessing. The main altar is made from a combination of sycamore and ash.
Facing the congregation there is a carving of a pair of hands holding the bread of life. To the
right of the altar is the presidential chair. The tabernacle was also carved from bog pine. The
outer door of the tabernacle contains a panel of stained glass that survived the fire in 1998. It
is one of the few remaining artefacts from the old church. There is a small stained glass
window on either side of the tabernacle. On the right hand side of the tabernacle there is a
statue of Mary and Child while on the left of the tabernacle there is a statue of St Joseph.
____________________________________________________________________________
DOOR OF HOPE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

“I personally worship daily in my travels as I see His blessing all around me.” Tony Carey
Door of Hope Christian Fellowship is an independent non-denominational church based
primarily in Limerick. This contemporary movement was founded in 1993. They are unusual
in that they do not own a purpose-built space. At the time of writing, they were holding Bible
study, training in prophesy and healing ministries and prayer meeting in the Clarion Hotel on
Monday evenings. They have also met at other locations in the city.
____________________________________________________________________________
11

Conversation with architect John McMahon.
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FRANCISCAN CHURCH, HENRY STREET

“Attending a Franciscan Third Order meeting with my (now deceased) father as a child,
hearing 'The Bell of Angelus' played on a trumpet from the organ balcony'' Steve McNamara
The present church is the successor of the original Franciscan foundation in Limerick dating
to the thirteenth century12. This order acquired the Henry Street site in 1824 and the church
opened in 1827. The labourers who were working on Wellesley Bridge (Sarsfield Bridge) had
contributed generously towards the building of the church. The foundation stone for the
present church was laid on 28 May 1876. The architect was Limerick born William E. Corbett
and the builders were McCarthy and Guerin. The building was completed in 1886 and is
dedicated to the Immaculate Conception. The church was extended and enlarged in 1930 under
the supervision of architects A.E. Jones ad S.S. Kelly. The apse of the church was not
completed until 1942 when the lands behind the church were bought.
The façade of this church consists of an imposing entrance, a Classical pediment and a portico
of four huge Corinthian capped limestone pillars. The central nave has a single-bay, two storey
aisle entrance bay on either side. This church was built with an adjoining four bay friary. The
figurative sculptures on the top of the pediment are of St Francis, the Blessed Virgin Mary and
St Anthony. The square-headed window openings to aisle bays are adorned with triangular
pediments. There are round-arch aisle widows to north aisle elevation and to clerestory
elevation. Inside the church are large granite pillars supporting the nave. The clerestory
consists of round-headed windows in sets of three which are also supported by granite pillars.
Around the walls of the clerestory are the words of a Latin hymn which the Franciscans used
to sing. The church decoration was carried out by J. Hodkinson & Sons, Henry Street, Limerick.
At the back of the left aisle of the church there are stained glass widow of St Bernardine of
Siena, Italy, St Louis of France and St Elizabeth of Hungary who is Patroness of the secular
Franciscan Order. There is a chapel to St Anthony in the middle of the left-hand aisle that
contains two phrases in Old Gaelic script. The apse is tiled with coloured marbles and mosaics
carried out in Venice and Pietra Santa. The beautifully painted ceiling depicts a number of
Franciscan saints.
This church has an association with the Ranks flour mills as many of the workers used to sing
in its choir. It was recently announced that this former church will become the new premises
for Limerick City Museum and Archives.
____________________________________________________________________________
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“The novenas in the now closed Franciscan Church.
They were full to overflowing with all the people
singing, the church was always warm and the friars
were always characters in their own right, whether
they be friendly, surly, witty, supportive, old or young.’
Bernadette Kiely
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Interior Former Franciscan Church, Henry St.
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“I can remember feeling a sense of awe when I first entered the church of the Good Shepard
Convent. The grandeur, the decorative columns and ceiling, the light streaming through the
stained glass windows and the four angels looking downward overwhelmed me with beauty”
Anne Culhane
The Good Shepherd began life as an industrial school and Magdalene asylum for girls opened
in 1826 by Rev. Maurice Fitzgibbon of St Michael’s Parish. The Good Shepherd Sisters took
over this refuge established by a Miss Reddan in 1848 and part of the factory was converted
into a chapel. This distinctive chapel was built for the Provincial Monastery of the Congregation
of the Good Shepherd in 1928. It was blessed and opened on 6 September 1931. It is in the
Romanesque style to harmonise with the adjacent convent. The architect was Ralph Henry
Byrne. It is cruciform in plan, double and triple in height. The roof consists of a copper drum
and dome adorned with a golden cross. There are a variety of leaded windows including four
semi-circular windows to both elevations of nave and Venetian windows to either ends of
transepts. The plain exterior contains an unexpected lavish interior with full Classical
treatments with mosaic covered composite engaged columns. Half barrel-vaulted ceilings
with elaborate cast plaster panels and a decorative rib-vaulted plaster dome. The Good
Shepherd Convent was purchased from the Good Shepherd Sisters in October 1994 by LSAD
(Limerick School of Art and Design) and some emergency refurbishment allowed occupancy
as early as January 1995. Further refurbishment and development work took place and the
final stage of the former chapel was completed by local firm Thompsons Architects in
September 2008. The ‘church gallery’ as it is now called forms part of their exhibition space.
____________________________________________________________________________
HOLY FAMILY CHURCH, SOUTHILL

“The original church was a corrugated galvanised building, full of the sounds of young
children and rain bouncing off the roof. The present concrete church was built as a mighty
community effort of hard work and fund raising but the old church is still commemorated in
the Christmas crib which is also galvanised. The people of Southill are very proud of their
church, which is a great community building, and has seen days of both immense joy and
profound sadness”. Fr Pat Hogan, PP Southill
The Holy Family parish church was built c.1973.13 The building doubled as a community hall
until the church was refurbished between 1990 and 1996 under the supervision of the architect
Thomas A. Ryan. Outside, to the left of the church, there is a Marian Shrine. The church is
constructed from mass concrete with a detached slender bell tower to the front of the entrance
affixed with a white cross.
13

Liam Irwin, The Diocese of Limerick,p.132
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side of the church which depicts the soldiers drawing lots for Jesus' robe, Jesus on the Cross
and a soldier. This stained glass window was part of the Good Shepherd Sisters convent until
it was removed in 1994 and dates from around 1931. Along the wall there are three more
stained glass medallions of the Nativity, the Visitation and the Annunciation. There are seven
of these stained glass medallions in total in the church. They were donated by the Christian
Brothers School, Sexton Street. These medallions were made about 1960 and were removed
from the CBS monastery in 1993. Further right of the high altar there is a small chapel of the
Blessed Sacrament which contains the Stations of the Cross and a shrine to St Joseph. In the
left porch there is a picture of Pope John Paul II. The church contains another shrine to the
Immaculate Heart of Our Lady on the left side of the church. The church furniture which
includes the altar, tabernacle and statues in the church, was presented to the church in 1996
from St Mary’s Convent Chapel, Castle Street14.
____________________________________________________________________________
HOLY TRINITY, 31-33 UPPER CATHERINE STREET
Around the year 1830 the Church of Ireland parish of St Michael’s decided to erect a Trustee
Church which would be connected with some charitable institution15. Rev. Edward Newenham
Hoare16, curate of St John’s with the approval of the Bishop of Limerick gathered a large sum
of money during three tours of England and Scotland. With these funds a plot of ground was
purchased on Catherine Street where this fine composition of three buildings was sited; one
the Episcopal chapel, one the house for the charitable institution or Asylum for Blind Females
attached to the chapel and the other for the minister’s house. The architect was Joseph
Fogerty and the chapel was consecrated on 4th May 1834. A memorial bearing the signatures
of a hundred heads of families, being members of the established Church resident in the city
who had subscribed to the Institution and chapel was presented in 1934 to the Bishop of
Limerick. These names included George Massy of Milford and Robert George Maunsell.
This Classical church is an attached two-storey over basement limestone pedimented Ionic
portico and has an attached three-storey over basement red brick townhouse on either side.
The central building is constructed entirely of smooth limestone ashlar. A large round-arched
window dominates the first floor level. The apse was added in 1859 by his nephew William
Fogerty. The original interiors consisted of two rows of pews, a barrel vaulted apse with three
round-arched stained glass windows. The most dominant feature was the high pulpit situated
central to the congregation symbolising the proclamation of the Word of God. The church
gallery was accessible from either house as both had doors leading on to it. The church had a
120-year-old Bevington organ, a two manual and pedal pipe model which was unique to this
part of Ireland.

Thanks to Randel Hodkinson, historian and church restorer for that information.
Samuel Lewis puts date as 1832 in A topographical dictionary of Ireland, (London, 1837)
16
Spellissy, The Rich Land, p.59
14
15
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Western Health Board, now the HSE Mid-Western Area. The chapel and the houses appeared
to have been radically altered in recent years with the interiors gutted and the removal of the
galleries in 1973.
____________________________________________________________________________
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES, LOWER GERALD GRIFFIN STREET

“Built as a dispensary c. 1890 to distribute medicine, food and clothing to those in need. After
the establishment of the Limerick Health Authority in 1960, the building fell into dilapidation
before being restored in recent times by the Jehovah's Witnesses” Sharon Slater
Jehovah’s Witnesses have their Kingdom Hall on Lower Gerald Griffin Street in the former
City Dispensary with a congregation of approximately seventy people. The building is functional
with emphasis placed on the Bible instruction that takes place within the building rather than
in the structure itself. It is a detached corner-sited seven-bay two-storey red brick building
built c. 1890. This pleasant building has a slender yet dramatic pedimented breakfront with
double height pilasters and various string courses that add a decorative element to this narrow
streetscape. Witnesses do not use altars or religious symbols, so there are none in the
kingdom hall. An annual year text or “theme scripture” is prominently displayed in each
kingdom hall. Meetings held in the auditorium include Bible readings and public talks.
____________________________________________________________________________
JEWISH COMMUNITY, WOLFE TONE STREET
There has been an established Jewish community in Ireland for some centuries. Ireland had
Jewish residents as far back as 1079 according to the Annals of Inisfallen. Although there is
no formal Jewish community centre in the Mid-West region, there are a number of Jewish
families and individuals living in the area. Jews began to settle in Limerick in about 1881, and
for a period in the 1890s there were two congregations. Members of the Jewish Community
would meet in Nos. 63 and 72 Wolfe Tone Street (formerly known as Collooney St) having split
into two synagogues after a schism over money lending. Their meetings began in 1889 and
previously took place in an ale house in the city. However, on 11 January 1904, Father Creagh,
of the Redemptorist Order, delivered a violent sermon against the Jews, accusing them of
ritual murder, of blaspheming Jesus, and of robbing the people of Limerick. The next day there
was a riot in which the Jews were attacked by mobs, and this was followed by a general
boycott. It would appear that the principal ground for complaint against the Jews related to the
"weekly-instalment plan" by which they frequently sold their goods. The boycott caused
serious suffering and hardship among the Jews of Limerick. There is a Jewish Cemetery in
Castletroy which is maintained voluntarily by Limerick Civic Trust.
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“We entered the abandoned stone church for a highly secret meeting with the spirit of St
Munchin. We encountered the spirit as he sat on a plastic stool where once the altar stood.
He was short and white, about the size of a sheep, he wore a Man United Jersey and his hands
were sticky from centuries of Cleeves Toffee." Blindboy Boatclub
The ruins of this once fine Pre-Romanesque church are located in a quiet cul-de-sac off the
North Circular Road opposite Russell Park in the area popularly known as Old Church. The
church is likely to have been enclosed within a defensive ditch and would have been associated
with a cemetery and other monastic or secular buildings. It is hard to date this structure with
some sources saying anywhere from the ninth to the twelthth centuries. The church is first
mentioned in 1201 but it is certainly some centuries older. The stone window frame in the
south wall dates to the fifteenth century. It was removed from the old Franciscan Abbey in St
Mary’s Lane and finally inserted into the wall c. 1900 by Robert Vere O’Brien and it is
sometimes known as the Quinlivan window There is a steel support propping up the west
gable. The east window has an unusual circular head and splay arch.
____________________________________________________________________________
KILMURRY CHURCH, CASTLETROY
Kilmurry church was a medieval parish church dating from the thirtheenth century. There has
been a church on this site for over 1000 years. By 1615 the church was in a dilapidated state
and was rebuilt around 1625. However this church was destroyed during the Williamite Wars
in 1691. It was rebuilt by Colonel Kilner Brazier in 1812 and dedicated to St Mary Magdalene.
It was constructed in the Gothic Revival style with a stepped tower and spire. Kilmurry closed
for worship in 1987. Its churchyard is the burial ground of many distinguished Limerick
Protestant families including the Mattersons, Maunsells and Cochranes.
____________________________________________________________________________
LIMERICK ISLAMIC CULTURAL CENTRE AND MOSQUE, OLD DOORADOYLE ROAD

“Whoever builds a mosque for God's pleasure, God will build for him a house in Paradise”
The Prophet Mohammed
The Limerick Islamic Cultural Centre and Mosque was established by the local Muslims of
the city. Jumu’ah (congregational) prayers are performed at this mosque each Friday and
members can also receive Quran (or Koran) lessons. The centre is a converted detached,
single-storey bungalow on the Dooradoyle Road across from the Crescent College
Comprehensive. The building is fronted by gates and pleasant railings and there is plenty of
room for car parking. The centre is open to non-members to visit.
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Mallow Street Christian Fellowship has its roots in gatherings that were known as ‘Bible
Readings’ or ‘Reading Meetings’ which took place in Limerick between 1830 and 1850. This
meeting house was built somewhere between 1850 and 1880 and remained open until the
early 1950s when it closed for a short time owing to a lack of members and leadership. The
remaining family joined with a similar group who had been meeting in Cecil Street Hall for
over 30 years, now the Red Cross Hall. In February 1953, that group moved into Mallow Street
Hall and so carried on the original functions of that church.
The meeting house is a two-storey attached building situated between two Georgian
townhouses. The original windows have been replaced with PVC and the premises are still
fronted with railings. The façade has decorative quoins and lettering near the top of the parapet
roof spelling ‘Mallow Street Hall.’ The original apex roof inside still is visible in gallery. The
Baptismal bath in the floor is similar to that in the Baptist Church on Quinlan Street.
____________________________________________________________________________
MARY IMMACULATE COLLEGE CHAPEL, SOUTH CIRCULAR ROAD

“In the 1980s and 1990s, the numbers attending Mass in the Church always increased
dramatically before exams, with hundreds of students crowding in, praying for inspiration”
Dr Maura Cronin, History lecturer
This is a fine convent chapel designed by William Henry Byrne who built the main college
building. The chapel, like the College building, was constructed in 1903 making maximum use
of simple materials to render a most pleasing composition. This is a detached gable-fronted
rendered chapel and apex surmounted by limestone ashlar belfry. Overhead the entrance door
is the rose window with limestone tracery and leaded coloured glass. There is a distinctive
meditation room, secondary chancel, sacristy chapels and a timber-framed glazed corridor
which joins the chapel with college building. This chapel contains such features as a ribbed
groin vaulted nave, thin polished marble columns, stained-glass windows, mosaic floor to
altar, marble faced reredos, altar table, seat and lectern. To finish this splendid interior there
is a timber-framed choir gallery with Gothicised timber-panelled parapet, arrived at by castiron spiral stairs.
____________________________________________________________________________
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“The lighting of hundreds of candles on the high alter. The smell of incense lingering after
Benediction. The array of hats seen at Sunday mass” Fergus Carey
“My grandmother used to stop to pray at the statue of Jesus inside the door. It was behind a
barred gate and she used to say that she had to visit “Jesus in Prison” P. O’Shea
“The feeling that you are actually close to Jesus in a warm and friendly atmosphere”
Charles Gorman
In November 1852 the first Redemptorist community in Ireland was established in Limerick.
The architect for this Gothic Revival church was Philip Charles Hardwick17. The foundation
stone was laid on the feast of St Alphonsus on 2 August 1856 and the church was handed over
to the congregation on 7 December 1862.
The noble high altar that still stands in the sanctuary was installed in 1865. A side chapel to
house the icon of Our Lady of Perpetual Help opened in 1869. Two smaller side chapels in
honour of Our Lady of Sorrows and of the Sacred Heart were added in 1875 and 1876. The last
major addition was the Chapel of St Gerard in 1903.
The most striking external feature is the large window composed of five long lancet panes.
Above the door there is a triangular shaped tympanum flanked by two angels. The freestanding
bell tower was erected in 1879. On the left side the church is connected to the Redemptorist
monastery. On entering the church the visitor is struck by the high altar with the colourful
mosaic in the apse. This was executed in 1926 under the direction of Ludwig Oppenheimer
Ltd, a firm from Old Trafford, Manchester.18 The altar itself is a pale cream limestone installed
in 1865 to a design by English architect George Goldie who also designed the polished walnut
wood tabernacle. To list all the beautiful stained glass windows and statues this church
contains would require an exhibition all of its own. The Redemptorists of Limerick holds a
special place in the affections of many people whether it is for its music with its pipe organ,
choirs and bells; those old enough to remember the days of the Holy Family Confraternity
processions or those who attend its Solemn Novena or festival of faith every June. The novena
continues to attract about ten thousand people on each of the 9 days.
____________________________________________________________________________

17
18

Brendan McConvery, Church of Mount St Alphonsus, 150th Year Anniversary Guide, (Limerick, 2013), p.9
Thanks to Randel Hodkinson for this information.
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“Curious I may appear in the midst of St. Laurence.
Humbled by my appearance, neglected over time,
I have stood the test of time.
Surrounded by solid boundary limestone walls
Wherein eighty thousand people lye awaiting, just as I do.
Erected by a generation long past, will it be this generation
that honours them and in turn me?
No one enters here, anymore not even the key holder.
I hear wild pigeons coo.”
Flan Haskett
Mount Saint Lawrence cemetery originally formed part of the large medieval parish of St
Lawrence in the South Liberties of Limerick and opened on 29 March 1849. This small stone
building framed by yew trees terminates the vista of the main avenue of the 18 acre graveyard,
This detached, single storey, single bay gabled mortuary chapel was built 1868-69 by the
English architect George Goldie who was responsible for the design of many of Limerick’s
churches such as the Church of St Saviour and the Redemptorist. The chapel is in a NeoGothic Revival style externally with fine Arts and Crafts influenced interior with High Church
decoration of wall mosaics from floor to ceiling, polychromatic floor tiles, carved stone altar
and the original carved timber pews. Several priests are buried underneath the structure.
The pitched natural slate roof has been replaced by metal sheeting. This sits on squared and
sneaked hammered limestone ashlar walls with original flush pointing and cast-iron rainwater
goods. There is a pointed belfry at the south elevation. The north-facing entrance elevation
consists of a tympanum over the door with a simple but beautiful oculus with smooth
limestone quatrefoil tracery inset. The side elevations contain pointed-arch window openings.
They are blocked-up from inside with additional sheet metal covering. The Apsidal south
elevation contains a blind arcade. This chapel is currently not available for public access.
Mount Saint Lawrence Cemetery was opened as a burial ground as capacity elsewhere in the
city was placed under pressure following cholera epidemics in the 1830s and the Great Famine
in the 1840s. An extension to Mount St Lawrence was opened in 1960. The management of
the cemetery was transferred from the Catholic Church to the Limerick City Council in 1979.
____________________________________________________________________________
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“Quiet atmosphere, prayerful” Sister Josepha O’Shea
This chapel forms an important component within the large Mount Saint Vincent convent
complex, while the spire, which can be seen from afar, contributes to the skyline of spires
associated with Limerick City. The site was formerly known as Mount Kenneth, prior to the
construction of the convent here in 1851 for the Congregation of the Sisters of Mercy. This
convent chapel was built in 1861 in the Gothic Revival style to the designs of local architect
John Neville (1813-1889) who was also responsible for the convent and adjoining orphanage.
The foundation stone was laid on 5 July 1851 and occupied by November 1852. The contractor
was Duggan & McLean and the total build cost came to £5,100. The nuns moved from the
convent building in 2008 to a new purpose-built complex adjacent to their former home. The
4000sq metre site including the convent and chapel was purchased by Mary Immaculate
College in 2013 as part of their campus expansion.
The chapel is an attached four-bay double-height limestone convent chapel on a T-shaped
plan, with transepts adjoining the side elevation of the convent building. The exterior
comprises of squared and snecked rubble limestone walls supporting a pitched slate roof with
gable parapets rising to cruciform apex. Windows are pointed arched with leaded stained glass
framed by Gothic limestone tracery. Inside, the timber-framed choir gallery is supported by
timber colonnettes with a cast-iron spiral stairs for the choir to reach it. The plastered walls
are adorned with figurative relief plaster stations of the cross with distinctive Celtic Revival
surrounds.
____________________________________________________________________________
OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS, PLASSEY PARK ROAD, MILFORD, CASTLETROY
The Church of Our Lady Help of Christians was opened on 15 November 1981. The foundation
stone had been blessed by Pope John Paul II during his visit to Limerick on 1 October 1979.
The land on which the church stands was purchased from the Sister of the Little Company of
Mercy at Milford House. The church was renovated in 1997 after severe flooding the previous
year.
This is a large, simple, double-height, single-storey church. The varying roof heights make
the church appealing while the skeletal metal-framed spire with crucifix is a modern version
of the traditional spire. The church externally is softened by shrubbery and set within large
parking area.
Inside the church there is a feeling of light and space with the exposed timber beams. There
is a statue of St John (or Don) Bosco, the founder of the Salesian Order talking to a schoolchild
at the back right of the church and a statue of Mary, Help of Christians. Limerick artist Anne
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ChurchesFitzgerald painted the Stations of the Cross. They are unusual in that they include a fifteenth
station which shows the Risen Christ. Over the baptismal font, which is to the right of the altar,
there is a painting of Christ’s baptism also by Anne Fitzgerald. In addition, on the left hand side
of the church there is a ‘crying chapel’ for young children. This chapel contains a hand painted
tapestry from Zimbabwe which shows creatures of the land, air and water and serves as a
reminder of the story of Creation in the Book of Genesis. Also within the chapel there is a
tapestry celebrating the Jubilee year of 2000.
____________________________________________________________________________
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY CHURCH, ENNIS ROAD

“Visitors to our church can readily sense the artistic taste and discernment of those
enlightened people who commissioned, designed and furnished our parish church over 60
years ago. It has been rightly described as a treasure house of 1950s ecclesiastical art.”
Cian and Anne O’Carroll
This church is based on an early design by Liam McCormick and Frank Corr of 1949. The
completed church was blessed by Bishop Patrick O’Neill on 11 December 1950. The church
which stands today was built as a temporary wooden cladded single cell church19 situated on
a site of one and a half acres originally acquired for the purpose of building a large and
expensive place of worship.20 Our Lady of the Rosary Church has all the hallmarks of an early
McCormick church. It was extended in 1969 to the designs of McMahon and Hickey who worked
from plans which they received from McCormick’s office. The plans provided for additional
seats (250), the re-planning of the sanctuary area to meet the requirements of the New Liturgy,
dressing room for use during weddings, public toilet, and some car parking within the area of
the church site21.
Monsignor Moloney, the local Parish Priest, decided to provide for a congregation of 600
people, with one altar, two confessionals, a baptistery, mortuary and sacristy. The church is
rectangular in plan, parallel to the boundary roads with an altar at one gable and the entrance
porch at the other. To complete the overall design the principal approach of the church was
marked by a bell-tower which has become a landmark on the Ennis Road.
This church contains a wealth of artwork. Among them it can boast a fine full length triptych
of stained glass with the centre piece by Evie Hone, of the Baptism of Christ. The other two
surrounding panels depicting the Nativity and the Resurrection are by John and Roisín Murphy.
Over the entranced is a white teak statue of John the Evangelist by Oisín Kelly. The
Annunciation figures on the outer wall are by Ian Stuart; there are two carved figures by
Imogen Stuart, depicting the Annunciation; and the tabernacle is by Br Benedict Tutty of
Glenstal Abbey. The cast decorative motif which includes a ruby has also been attributed to
Oisín Kelly. In 1993, three-panelled stained glass windows were inserted at the altar gable.
E.J Murphy, History of art and architecture of the places of worship in Limerick city (Limerick,1998), p.24
Frank M. Corr and W.H. McCormick, ‘Our Lady of Fatima’, The Furrow, 2:3 (1951), p.168.
21
Letter from Thomas McMahon to Canon O’Grady dated 12 Sept 1968 (Limerick Diocesan Archives).
19
20
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Margaret Mary. They were made by Mayer of Munich and originally installed in St Mary’s Convent,
King’s Island by the Sisters of Mercy in 1885.
_____________________________________________________________________________
OUR LADY OF LOURDES, CHILDERS ROAD

“It is a peaceful place, a place of worship and consolation, in times of trouble and in joyful
times, a place to rest and wait for the comfort of prayer to enfold and console both mind and
body.” Terri O’Mahony
The intention to build a church dedicated to Our Lady of Lourdes was announced in 1956 and
construction began on the 11th February 1958. According to the foundation stone it was blessed
by Bishop Murphy and the church opened for worship in 1962. The church predates the parish
of Our Lady of Lourdes which was created in 1963. This church was designed by Patrick Sheahan
and the main contractors were Lanigan Brothers. At the time of its opening, it was intended to
be a temporary structure, but fifty years later, it is still intact and in use. This was the first church
in the city to have an all-timber structure, was built to serve the new Limerick housing area of
Ballinacurra Weston and accommodates 1,000 parishioners22. The client for this commission
was the Very Rev. R. O’Sullivan23 and the church when completed cost a total of £45,000.
It was unique for its day being constructed with a cedar wood exterior with a steel-frame and a
tower also clad in cedar wood. The timber cladding was chosen to weather gracefully and does
not require painting or heavy maintenance which afforded the best means of providing a big
church at a relatively low cost. It has four leaded lights in Flemish and the use of cathedral
glass increases the light in the nave, gallery and sanctuary. The final result was a spacious
modern church.
The front façade of the church consists of a gable and the apex of the roof held up by a large white
Latin cross to provide a visual contrast to the white eaves of the roof. The canopy shelters a
small statue of Our Lady as well as two sets of double doors. The tower adjoining the side of the
rectangular single cell church is surmounted with a beautiful white double-barred cross.
Wrapped around the length of the tower are leaded panes in various shades of blue, Our Lady’s
colour. The church inside is filled with daylight provided by the stained glass windows which
were originally in the former Mercy Convent on Bishop Street. The timber idiom has been carried
right through the church in the altars, altar rails, statues, Stations of the Cross, baptismal font,
sanctuary dado, etc. A large hand-carved timber corpus and crucifix is located on the back wall
of the sanctuary and the high and side altars. Behind the main altar there is a large crucifix. The
presidential chair was originally in the Good Shepherd Convent in Clare Street.

22
23

Irish Builder, 11 June 1960, p.427
Irish Builder , 1 November 1958, p.820
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“Our Lady Queen of Peace Church holds many fond memories for me. My mother worked
there as a sacristan for many years of my youth. That was of a time where no girls or ladies
were allowed up onto the altar during mass times. If an altar boy didn't turn up, I got the job
of ringing the bell from my front row seat during consecration. It is good to see nowadays how
active the laity of the parish is. The church has many beautiful features including a golden
tabernacle, a crucifix which hangs over the altar, wood-carved Stations of the Cross, stained
glass windows & a marble lectern. All these are offset by attractive floral arrangements.
“Then we have the wooden statues of St Joseph, Our Lady and shrines to The Sacred Heart,
St Anthony, Padre Pio and Our Lady of Perpetual Help. It is immaculately kept as are the
grounds and the Grotto directly across the road. On any day it's a pleasure to walk into this
church and if the fabulous Our Lady Queen of Peace Choir's dulcet tones are raising the roof,
all the better.
We are blessed to have such a place of worship in our midst.” Clare Dollard
The church was built to accommodate the expanding suburb of Janesboro. Canon Rice opened
Our Lady Queen of Peace church on 8 December 1942. The architect was Edward F. Ryan and
the builders were Molloy and Sons24. The church is a large, gable-fronted building with pitched
roof and attached tower. The front elevation is adorned with a round-headed stained glass
window over entrance and string course following arch created by feature window against the
smooth rendered walls. Following the renovation of the church, Bishop Murphy and Fr Gerard
Enright opened the new extension in May 1965. The architects were John Thompson and
Associates. and the builder was Thomas Hayes. The extension is in the shape of a polygon. Two
extensions to the sanctuary were completed in 1982.
Inside the church on the left, there is a plaque to Fr Patrick Houlihan who was curate from 1962
to 1975 and parish priest from 1975 until his death in 1985. Near this plaque, there is a picture
of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour. At the back of the church on the right, there is a painting of
the Sacred Heart and St Anthony. The cross over the marble high altar, shows Christ crucified
and risen and was made by Br. Benedict Tutty, a Benedictine monk in Glenstal Abbey, in
Murroe, Co. Limerick. The stained glass windows behind the altar represent the four
Evangelists. The windows on the right hand side on the church depict the symbol of the bull
(Luke) and the phoenix (John) while on the left hand side, the windows show the an angel
(Matthew) and the lion (Mark). The other windows are from the 1960s and are of a plain design.
____________________________________________________________________________

24

Limerick Chronicle 16/6/92
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In 1866, historian Maurice Lenihan described the remnants of this Penal Chapel: In 1750,
chiefly through the piety and munificence of Richard Harold Esq. of Pennywell, a chapel was
built of St Patrick’s Parish on Parkhill above Pennywell. In the hill the Williamites had a battery
during the last sieges. The chapel having become ruinous, a site on his property was offered
free, by Mr Harold’s son (another Richard) on which to raise another by a more convenient
place on the lads of Monamuckey, nearer to the city and on a line with the new road to Dublin,
was chose in preference, where it was built. Some stonework from the ruined chapel has
survived by the Rhebogue hillside to the present day.
____________________________________________________________________________
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, GLENTWORTH STREET
The Presbyterian community moved to Glentworth Street in 1817 after the first chapel was
built. Afterwards it was extended but was still too small so the building of the present chapel
began in 1846. Their previous church was on Peter Street on King’s Island built in 177625. The
Presbyterian church on Glentworth Street became popular with Scottish Presbyterian soldiers
based at Sarsfield Barracks or the ‘New Barracks’ as it was known then. The building is two
storeys with pedimented smooth limestone walls. The round-arched window openings contain
replacement sash windows. A three-bay, single-storey wing was added to the front c. 1990. In
1902 the church moved to their new premises on Lower Mallow Street and the Glentworth St
church was sold to McKerns Printers who have occupied it ever since26. Sadly the interiors
have been affected by fire damage but the visitor can still imagine how splendid this church
must have looked with its twin staircases on either side of the entrance leading to the panelled
timber galleries supported by elegant fluted columns.
____________________________________________________________________________

25

26

Patrick Fitzgerald & John James McGregor, The history, topography and antiquities of the county and city of Limerick,
(Dublin, 1827), p.563.
The Limerick Civic Trust plaque reads ‘Presbyterian Church built in 1817 to accommodate the increasing Presbyterian
congregation in the city. Sold to the printers George McKern & Sons Ltd in 1904.’ A pamphlet produced by McKerns
Celebrating over 200 years in printing puts the purchase date as 1902.
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Image of the 'Red Church' taken early 20th century,
Presbyterian Church, Henry St. Image courtesy of
Patricia Haselbeck-Flynn
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“The wee red one (The Presbyterian Church, Henry Street) would be my favourite. Probably
because its wee...yep. 4 and a half out of 5 stars” Jacob Stack (Illustrator on City of Churches
Project)
A very fine red brick and Portland stone former Presbyterian Church displaying a wealth of
stone carving and ornamentation. Designed by the architect George Coppinger Ashlin who
was in partnership with Thomas Coleman at this time. Construction began in 189927 and the
church, designed to sit 500 people and was completed in October 1901. The builders were
John Ryan & Sons, of Limerick and the surveyor was D.W. Morris. The site for the church was
donated by Quaker J. Bannatyne of J. Bannatyne & Sons Mills28.
It is a distinctive looking building with its corner tower built with the Portland stone
stringcourse against the red brick in an Early English Gothic Revival style. The roof is pitched
natural slate with decorative ridge tiles and a glazed central section finished with cast-iron
rainwater goods. A rose window formed in Portland stone dominates the east elevation with
five narrow lancets below. The main entrance consists of herringbone timber planked doubleleaf timber doors with original flat iron hinges.
In 1973 the Presbyterian Church made the decision to unite with the Methodists due to falling
numbers. The church was converted to offices use c.1995 in a visually sensitive manner from
the exterior; now surrounded by high rise modern developments, this former vacant church
is of further greater importance to the streetscape and as a reference to the former street
fabric.
____________________________________________________________________________
PRESENTATION CONVENT CHAPEL, SEXTON STREET (FORMER)

“As a pupil in the Presentation school, I remember attending religous ceremonies in the
chapel, which was quite small. The pupils entered the church by the front door, but the nuns
appeared, as if by magic, from the lefthand side of the altar and took their seats behind the
altar rails.” Colette Potter
The former Presentation Convent on Sexton Street was built c. 1850, and is now used as an
adult education centre. The former chapel was part of this complex. It has been converted
into a Garda club bar, but has had its sumptuous interior conserved. The site is an important
part of the social history of Limerick.
____________________________________________________________________________
27
28

Foundation stone laid 16 Oct 1899 Irish Times, 17 Oct 1899.
Thanks to Randel Hodkinson for this information.
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PRIVATE CHAPEL, OZANAM HOUSE, HARTSTONGE STREET
The O’Mara family, who made their wealth from their bacon factory on 30 Roches Street, built
this private chapel which terminates Catherine Street. The Gothic screen is still inside what
is today St Vincent de Paul. If you stand outside the Leamy School (Frank McCourt Museum)
you can still see the three limestone arched windows still intact at the back of the building. The
building is a freestanding four-storey over basement townhouse built c. 1840. The remains of
the two-bay chapel return to rear of building having a late 19th century second floor. The
statues and altars were donated to the Jesuits in 1920.
____________________________________________________________________________
QUAKER MEETING HOUSE, CREAGH LANE
The Quakers or Society of Friends was founded in England in 1652. Meetings first took place
in private homes. The first Limerick meeting house in Creagh Lane was erected in 1671 and
rebuilt in 173529. The first reference to a meeting house is in 1683 when forms were seized for
tithes from a residence in Creagh Lane, beside where the Limerick School of Art and Design
is at present located. There was a prohibition on putting a Quaker meeting house on a main
thoroughfare. In fact it has been documented that the home of Richard Pearse an apothecary
in Augustine Place was used around 1655 for this purpose. After the Treaty of Limerick came
a period of greater tolerance which allowed Friends to meet for worship. This building was
used until 1807 when the large meeting house at 36 Cecil Street was built and a Friends Burial
Ground was established near Peter’s Cell30. Many of the Friends were farmers and millers
who lived in the country and they travelled into the city for meetings.
____________________________________________________________________________
QUAKER MEETING HOUSE, CECIL STREET
Begun in 1806 and completed in 1807, on a plot of land owned by John Meade Thomas31. It
was built by Thomas Jackson. It was 54 feet wide by 92 feet in length with a passage of 10 feet
wide leading from Cecil Street at a yearly rent of £28.8.9. The structure embodies the plain
simplicity associated with the Society of Friends meeting houses. It is unique in the city and
although no longer used by the Society, it is of great significance to the religious and
institutional traditions associated with Limerick City. By 1953 there were only nine members
of the congregation and the meeting house was sold to the Irish Red Cross the following year.
The building is a detached two-storey rubble stone structure on a back lane site accessed
from Cecil Street through an attractive Art Deco rendered screen wall. Gabled slate roof with
partially rendered red brick chimney stack to gable which faces onto the site of the former
David M. Butler, The Quaker Meeting Houses of Ireland, (Dublin, 2004), pp.117-9
Minutes of Men’s Meetings (1779-1828), Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) Limerick Papers, Limerick City Archives,
MM/IX/A1
31
David M. Butler, The Quaker meeting houses of Ireland, (Dublin, 2004), pp. 118-120.
29
30
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floor level. Square-headed window openings throughout at first floor level with red brick
surrounds, limestone sills, and replacement metal casement windows, c.1960.
____________________________________________________________________________
QUAKER MEETING HOUSE, SOUTHVILLE, BALLINACURRA

“Whenever I enter the Friends Meeting House for worship, I have a sense of coming home. I
feel completely accepted for exactly who I am when I walk in and sit down. It is very peaceful.
The room is simple, with benches on either side and windows that look out onto greenery
that often has birds rustling and singing in it. The benches are plain. Someone has usually
put some flowers on the table in the centre of the room, and there's often a candle lit.
Sometimes a Bible is there, too. As I sit, the place helps me worship” Meg Harper
This structure is a modest five bay single storey structure with curved barrel vaulted roof and
skylight, comprising large and small meeting rooms and separate warden’s apartment. It was
designed in 1997 by local architect Brian Grubb. Today there are around seventy members of
the Religious Society of Friends in Limerick and they meet in silence every Sunday morning
believing that the Holy Spirit, however perceived, will lead them to worship. Any person who
feels moved to do so may speak at the meeting. They believe that God exists in everyone, so
that anyone can experience divine love and guidance.
____________________________________________________________________________
REPARATION CONVENT CHAPEL

“When I visited this chapel for the first time, I found the silence deafening. There was noone around, except for the large statues high up on niches that faced each other across the
nave. I stayed only five minutes, but came away refreshed and at peace.” Matt Potter
The Society of Mary Reparatrice order of nuns came to Limerick in 1884 to take charge of a
pre-existing convent that dated back to the 1860s. They dedicate their lives to the adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament.
The convent chapel was built between 1885 and 1886. Externally it is very simple but the
interior is quite elaborate with a hammer beam roof structure, altar and fine stained glass. It
is a four-bay single-storey rendered structure, with a west and east-facing chancel gabled
elevation, and gabled entrance porch to northwest corner. Among its features are a limestone
ashlar belfry rising from east gable, surmounted by cruciform finial; multiple pointed-arched
lancet window openings, glazed with leaded stained glass windows; double-leaf plank timber
door; altar flanked by two squat pointed arched door openings; carpeted nave with plain
plastered walls with modern stations of the cross and original timber pews.
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“My religion is very simple. My religion is kindness.” His Holiness, the Dalai Lama
This is a Georgian building converted for religious purposes. Tibetan Buddhism is one of the
three principal divisions of Buddhism, the other two being Theraveda and Mahayana and its
most famous leader is the Dalai Lama. Rigpa is an international Tibetan Buddhist organisation
established in 1979 by by founder and spiritual director Sogyal Rinpoche which has more than
130 centres in 41 countries. Rigpa has four centres nationally: in Limerick, Athlone, Dublin
and Cork. Rigpa’s Limerick centre is located on 28 Henry Street in a corner-sited, end of
terrace, two-bay, and three-storey Georgian building built c. 1840. The Limerick centre not
only promotes Buddhist teaching but also meditation.
____________________________________________________________________________
SACRED HEART JESUIT CHURCH, THE CRESCENT, O’CONNELL ST

“Love the beautiful floor and the main altar” Angela Gallagher
The Jesuits have long enjoyed a special relationship with Limerick as it was the first church
in Ireland dedicated to the Sacred Heart. It was the Jesuits who established the Cecilians, the
popular musical society of a city where music is one of the great pleasures. The Jesuit order
has been in the city since about 1591 and in the 1740s they established a chapel for public
worship in Castle Lane32. The Order was reinstated after being suppressed for 41 years by
Pope Pius VII in 1814. The Jesuit church sadly closed in 2006 and remained vacant until it was
bought by the Institute of Christ the King who has had a residence in the diocese since 2009,
with the permission of the Bishop of Limerick, and offers Mass every Sunday.
In 1862, the Jesuit Order decided to relocate their church from their private oratory at No.1
Hartstonge Street, to a new build at the rear of three houses in the Crescent on O’Connell St.
The subsequent church was completed by 1869. It consisted of a nave with only one transept
and in 1874 a second transept was added thus completing the cruciform layout. Contemporary
accounts indicate that it had no notable presence to the street, and it was only in 1900 that the
pedimented façade was built. This new front was designed by Charles Geoghegan but the plan
was implemented by William Corbett, and occupies the width of two of the three housesexcept for one bay. The remaining house (on the town side) subsequently had an enclosed
porch added later. In 1919 the organ was installed and the nave was lengthened.
The pedimented brick front on which sits three Portland stone statues has its own distinctive
coloured brick which differs from that of the adjoining buildings in the terrace. The main
architectural elements of this façade are detailed in limestone i.e. the pediment extremities,
32

Liam Irwin, The diocese of Limerick, p.25
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Sacred Heart Jesuit Church, the Crescent, O’Connell St
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details to the three arcaded openings at entrance level. Internally Corinthian pilasters
articulate the bays of the nave, each having two clerestory windows. The flat ceiling of the
church space is compartmented, with plasterwork enrichment to the resulting ceiling spaces
in between. Mahogany confessionals to the nave remain in place, as does a significant marble
altar in the apse. The mosaic and marble work in the sanctuary was completed in 1939.
____________________________________________________________________________
SACRED HEARTS OF JESUS AND MARY, LAUREL HILL CHAPEL, SOUTH CIRCULAR ROAD

“The church is quite a central part of the school and has a great historical link with the
community. It is lovely for the small ceremonies that our school has there and the priests
come down from the Redemptorist to perform the mass in Irish. There is a distinct smell
that gives the church an old, worldly feel." Yvonne Flaherty
In 1844 the foundress of the Faithful Companions of Jesus in France, Madame d’Houet, was
invited by Fr William Burke of St John’s parish to set up a day and boarding school to provide
for the needs of the children of well-to-do parents who were sending their children to England
to be educated. The day school opened in 1845 at No.1 the Crescent. The following year the
property of Laurel Hill on the South Circular Road was purchased from the Limerick Quaker
family, Newsom who owned Newsom's Hardware store at 20 William Street.
The large central building for the school was completed in 1846 which was completed by the
chapel in around 1860. The chapel was altered in 1952 under supervision of architect Patrick
J. Sheahan on 20 November 1954 and the extended chapel was re-dedicated to the Sacred
Hearts of Jesus and Mary. The chapel is an attached single-storey rendered convent chapel.
There is a limestone ashlar belfry with a cruciform finial on top and cement rendered walls
throughout with limestone ashlar quoins. Windows are pointed-arched lancet openings.
Gabled entrance porch with limestone door surround with lettering reading Venite Adoremus
(Come Worship) beneath a plaque with religious artefact flaked by lettering: M and R. The
interiors are enriched by exposed beam timber roof structure, altar and leaded stained glass
windows.
____________________________________________________________________________
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“Perhaps the most poignant moments for Irish Defence Forces personnel serving in Sarsfield
Barracks is the Christmas Eve Mass when our colleagues who have died in service are
remembered and also those who serve overseas on UN Missions around the world and that
they return home safely from their mission. Families also attend and get a chance to partake
in this special occasion.” Michael Deegan
The Sarsfield Barracks complex was built between 1797 and 1798, and rebuilt after a fire in
1922. Restoration of some blocks and the soldiers' and officers' quarters and chapel occurred
in 1926, by the Office of Public Works to the designs of their architect, J.M. Fairweather. The
chapel which stands today is similar in design to the previous chapel except it is larger. It is a
freestanding, rectangular plan chapel with a gable at each end with a cast iron crucifix on
each apex. The walls are squared and snecked rubble limestone blocks with ashlar dressing
comprising angle corer buttressing. Pointed-arched nave windows with leaded stained-glass
and stepped smooth limestone reveals. Entrance consists of pointed-arched double tongue
and grooved timber doors. The chapel is elevated above ground level and enclosed by railings.
The barrack houses both Permanent and Reserve Defence Forces and is currently the
Headquarters of the Southern Brigade Reserve Defence Forces. The chapel is popular with
serving personnel as a place for marriages, christenings and as a place of remembrance.
____________________________________________________________________________
ST AUGUSTINE’S, O’CONNELL STREET

“A great place away from the hustle and bustle of city. I like the Eucharistic Chapel.”
Chris Sheridan
The Augustinian order has been serving Limerick city since 1633. On the right as you enter the
present church from O’Connell Street is the original lintel stone with the date from the Order’s
first chapel in Limerick at Fish Lane in 1740. This stone was installed in 1962 after lying in the
back yard of the house next to the Custom House (Hunt Museum) at Fr Matthew Bridge. The
Augustinians occupied this site until they moved to Creagh Lane in 1778 where they opened a
chapel or friary. This building was demolished in 1933. In 1823 the City Theatre came on the
market which was built in 1810 for £400. The order set up their new priory across the road from
the former theatre from 1879 until 1948.
The architectural firm of Jones and Kelly were responsible for the design of the church built
1938-42. The builders were G.S. Wallace and Son, Dublin. The present priory is to the left of
the church. It was formally known as the ‘County Club’ and came into the possession of the
order in 1946. The members of the county club vehemently objected to the building of a
Catholic church next to their premises. Some might still remember its corniced limestone
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“The peace and calm that pervades the
whole church. Public and semi-private
places to unwind and reflect.”
Maurice Lyons

Altar of St Augustines
Church, O’Connell St
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plinths encompassed by railings.
This gable-fronted Hiberno-Romanesque street-fronted church with its square plan tower is
a landmark building in the city. The church is rectangular in plan with a pitched natural slate
roof and a stone Celtic cross to both apexes. The front elevation has a large Romanesque
arched window opening embellished with chevron detail with an outer pelleted surround. The
arch of which is supported by a pair of colonnettes to each side. A large stone transom and
mullion in the form of a Celtic cross occupies the opening with a pair of slender round-arched
openings to each side.
The original proposed church had two towers but the final design contains just one. Inside the
church there is a bookshop on the left and a Pastoral Centre on the right. In the porch of the
church there are two holy water fonts from the church in Creagh Lane. Also on the right is a
painting of the Ascension by Thomas Collopy dated 1782 which is also from the chapel in
Creagh Lane. Within the worship space there are shrines dedicated to St Jude, St Therése, St
Nicholas, St Anthony, St Joseph, the Sacred Heart, Our Lady of Good Counsel, St Augustine
with St Monica, St Rita of Cascia and St Padre Pio. This church also contains five slender
windows openings flanked by single colonnettes with windows from the Harry Clarke studio.
____________________________________________________________________________
ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, GARRYOWEN

“I remember Fr Walsh, the parish priest, teaching all the local kids how to do the Macarena
in the church hall” Sinead Hanrahan
St Brigid’s is a modern church in the middle of suburban Garryowen on St Patrick’s road. Most
Rev. Dr Jeremiah Newman consecrated it on the 9th February 1975. A notice inside the main
door of the church states that the first church on this hill was built after the visit of St Patrick
to the area in the fifth century. The church consists of a nave and two transepts. Over the main
door of the church there is a stained glass window of St Brigid. In the left transept there is a
statue to Mary, above which there is a stained glass window of St Brigid’s cross. In the right
transept there is a statue to St Joseph and a second stained glass window of St Brigid’s cross.
There is also a shrine to the Sacred Heart ad a statue of the Child of Prague.
This modern church is next to an old disused burial ground which contains 18th century tombs
and headstones. Also at the bottom of the hill on which this church is situated is St Patrick’s
well. Above the well there is a statue to St Patrick which was erected in 1904. It is believed this
is where St Patrick baptised Cairtheann, chief of the Dál gCais in 440AD.
____________________________________________________________________________
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The Franciscans were located between Sir Harry’s Mall and St Athlunkard Street. St Francis
Abbey was founded in 1279 on Goal Lane off Mary Street giving the name Abbey to the area.
Like most of the religious orders in Ireland, the Franciscans were suppressed between 1539
and 1548 and most of the buildings were demolished. The Abbey was granted to Alderman
Edmond Sexton in 1543, a grant later confirmed by patent of King James I. In 1687 the
Franciscans rented the site of their old abbey from Rev Stacpole Pery and it is believed that
they remained at this site until they were expelled. By 1698 all religious orders had been
expelled from Limerick city. By 1732 the Franciscans had moved to Burke’s House in
Athlunkard Street and Fr James White erected a small chapel at this location.
____________________________________________________________________________
ST FRANCIS CHAPEL
On Christmas Day 1782 the Franciscans opened a small chapel in Newgate Lane behind St
Mary’s Cathedral. Lenihan described the chapel as being ‘spacious and it had a piece of ground
attached to it on which a house for the Franciscan Fathers was soon afterwards built. The
liberal spirit of the times gave an impetus to the erection of the chapel to which not
only...Catholics gave munificent aid, but to which Protestants, Dissenters, Quakers,
Methodists, etc. largely contributed.’ A window from this chapel is now in Kilrush church ruin
on the North Circular Road. This chapel remained in use until 182233 when the lease expired
and the landlord, Mayor George P. Drew, told the Franciscans that he would not renew the
lease. The Franciscans took the church fittings with them and the building was subsequently
destroyed. Soon after, they moved to Bank Place where they remained until the move to Henry
Street in 182734.
____________________________________________________________________________
ST GEORGE’S PRIVATE CHAPEL, O’CONNELL STREET
The private chapel of St George first began in 1767 when the foundations were laid at the
junction of Bedford Row and Thomas Street. The planned octagonal church can be seen in
Christopher Colles’ map of Newtown Pery in 1769. For whatever reason the location was
changed to a site further up O’Connell Street and the chapel was finally built in 1789 at a cost
of £507. It was built by the Pery family as a chapel of ease to St Mary’s Cathedral and was the
predecessor to St Michaels’ Church on Pery Square which opened in 1840. The chapel
contained a thirteenth century window from St Francis Abbey and could seat 300 people. At
present, St Michael’s church hold the parish records for St George’s. In these records Joseph
Lindsay in 1897 described being married “[...] at a church called the Round Church. It was in
33
34

Liam Irwin, The Diocese of Limerick, (Limerick, 2013), p.19
Irwin, The Diocese of Limerick, p.19
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Churchesthe middle of a green field...” The church can be seen on Sauthier’s Map of 1786 when it was
one its own outside the city surrounded by green fields. The Map of “Part of South Priors Land”
1823 and McKern’s Map 1827 shows that it was on the junction of George’s Street and Mallow
Street. The Limerick Evening Post and Clare Sentinel reported on the 9 September 1831 that
‘St George’s Church Limerick is to be forthwith taken down and on its site will be erected an
edifice for transacting the business of the Provincial Bank.’ The Provincial Bank of Ireland
constructed a five bay, three-storey over basement limestone bank to the designs of James
Pain on the site of the church35. The money made from the sale of the chapel to the bank
provided the bulk of the sum required to build St Michael’s Church.
Between 1831 and the completion of St Michael’s Church in Pery Square, there was no church
in the Parish of St Michael’s except Trinity Church in Catherine Place, and some of the
parishioners met in the Primitive Methodist Preaching House until 1843. This meant that the
rector of the parish had the spiritual care of the parishioners but was without a church. From
the money received by the sales of St George’s Chapel the walls of St Michael’s Church were
built. However in 1843 the Methodists gave notice that they would withdraw the privilege
grated to St Michael’s parishioners and so application was made to the Church Commissioners
and a sum of money was granted to complete the church.
____________________________________________________________________________
ST JOHN’S CHAPEL, JOHN’S SQUARE
St John’s had a church at Gallows Green which was outside the walls of the city in 1703. This
church was more of a mass house than a church as it consisted of two or three small houses
that were merged together. This was the first post Reformation Roman Catholic church in the
parish of St John’s. In 1730 a new church for the Roman Catholics of the parish was built on
the site of the car park of the present Cathedral near St John’s Gate. By 1753 the church was
falling into bad condition and a single church was built to replace it. The erection of St John’s
Parish church was made possible through William Hill, a Quaker buying the site of the present
Cathedral and the land was kept in a secret trust, as Roman Catholics could not buy land at
that time under the property act of 1696. This new church became the Pro-Cathedral and the
parochial church until the construction of the Cathedral. This chapel was demolished and
replaced by St John the Baptist Cathedral in 1861.
____________________________________________________________________________

35

David Lee & Debbie Jacobs, James Pain, architect (Limerick, 2005), p.237
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''In 2004 the Limerick City Council granted Daghdha Dance Company use of two historic
buildings in Limerick’s city centre; the Church of St. John of the Cross and Nos 1&2 John’s
Square, formerly the Limerick City Museum. Restoration work funded by the Department of
Arts, Sports and Tourism under the National Development Plan 2000–2006, the Arts Council,
Shannon Development, the Limerick City Council, the Limerick County Council, local
businesses and individuals, began in October 2004. This gorgeous new home for Dance
includes an awe inspiring performance and exhibition space, a dance studio, administration
offices and storage space in Limerick’s city centre. The official opening of Daghdha’s new
home took place in May 2005'' Sheila Deegan, Limerick City and County, Arts Officer,
This small freestanding Church of Ireland church was constructed in 1851 and dedicated on
24 June 1852. It was designed by architect John Welland36 to replace an earlier church called
St John of Holy Cross dating from the 11th century which had previously been rebuilt in the
15th century. This important historic site is adjacent to the former John’s Gate and the town
walls where the existing citadel is located and incorporated with St John’s Hospital. The
graveyard contains tombs of notable Limerick families such as the Unthanks and the Russell
family. The walls around the graveyard were built in 1693. The church fell into disuse in the
early 1970s and was handed over to Limerick City Council in 1975.
The church was converted in 2005 by architect Cathal Quinn. As part of the renovation a two
storey structure was constructed inside the nave of the church with a large feature window on
the first floor of this structure that overlooks the dance floor. Original features are still there
such as the beautiful barrel vaulted timber ceiling supported by two limestone arches and
smooth rendered walls throughout. The front façade consists of a smooth ashlar limestone
gable end and adjoining square-plan tower with a splay-foot pyramidal limestone spire. Above
the Hiberno-Romanesque round-arched doorway is a stone cornice and three round-arched
window openings embellished with hood mouldings and with smooth limestone surrounds.
The front elevation is finished off by the large circular windows with nine medallions and plate
tracery. Today this building is a performance space managed by Dance Limerick. It has the
distinction of being the largest dance floor in the Mid-West at 235sq metres.
____________________________________________________________________________

36

Builder was Barker.
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Launch of City of Culture 2014 in Dance Limerick
(Formerly St. John's Church), John's Square.
Image courtesy of Sean Curtin.
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“A friendly atmosphere-nice,
clean and homely”
Sarah Burke

Interior St. John's Cathedral, Cathedral Place.
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“I was reared under the tower and it has been a very important part of my life growing up as
I went to St Johns National School as well as singing for every high day and holy day at the
church in the choir. I made my communion, confirmation and was married there too. Was
also part of a folk group there a number of years ago.” Pamela Downes
“A friendly atmosphere-nice, clean and homely” Sarah Burke
Boasting the tallest spire in the country St John’s Cathedral is a Limerick landmark. A Quaker
bought the site of the present Cathedral in 1796 and the land was kept in a secret trust, as
Roman Catholics could not buy land at that time. The foundation stone was laid on 1 May 1856.
Originally the plan was to build a plain church for the 15,000 Catholics in St John's parish to
replace the old chapel of St John but due to the successful response to his appeal for funds,
Bishop Ryan decided to convert the church to the Cathedral of the diocese. Philip Charles
Hardwicke of London designed it in the style of a Gothic Revival building and the builders were
Mr Wallace and Sons.
The Cathedral was opened for public worship in July 1861 but not consecrated until June 1894.
The tower was incomplete and the interior of the Cathedral remained to be decorated as well
as the three side chapels. The Cathedral measures 51 metres by 36 at the transepts. The nave
measures 24 metres internally and consists of five bays and a clerestory. The tower tapers
into a spire at 163 feet and the total height of the tower and spire combined is 308 feet and 3
inches. A firm of architects led by Maurice Hennessy designed the spire and the builder was
Mr T. Byrne. The Cathedral bell was cast in Dublin in 1883 and was transported by barge to
Limerick. The bell weighs one and a half tonnes. St John's officially became a Cathedral on 7
January 1912 in a decree by Pope Pius X.
On the exterior, a statue of St John the Baptist donated by William Monsell MP of Tervoe
House, Clarina, County Limerick was erected above the main door. He also donated a statue
of the Blessed Virgin Mary within the church. A stained glass window in the west wall of the
nave depicts St Augustine and St Ambrose on the left and St Jerome and St Gregory on the
right. Above both windows is a stained glass window that depicts the Descent of the Holy Spirit
to the Apostles. On the left of the main door to the Cathedral, there is a stained glass window
in four sections. The top two sections depict Mary and St Joseph, while the bottoms two depict
St Richard and St Theresa. Directly beneath the window there is a large statue of the Pieta. To
the left of this, there is a statue to St Anne. On the far right there is a statue of St Anthony. Near
right, there is a statue of Our Lady of Guadeloupe, the patron saint of the unborn.
Along the left hand aisle of the Cathedral there are two stained glass windows, which depict
the sacraments of Confirmation and Ordination. Further along the wall of the aisle there is a
stained glass window to the apostle St Thomas, who represents the sacrament of Baptism. A
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Churcheslarge stained glass window depicts various scenes from the life of Jesus Christ. The
centrepiece of the window shows the Transfiguration of Christ, surrounded by Moses, Elijah,
Peter, James and John. Above this are Jesus and Mary Magdalene while at the bottom of the
panel is Christ teaching the Disciples.
Other internal features include the organ which dates from 1900 and the sanctuary floor is laid
out in the form of a labyrinth as in some medieval cathedrals. It represents the path of
Christian life. This particular design, based on a design by Michelangelo, is at once a
continuous line and has the appearance of being a twelve point figure. In the grounds of the
St John's Presbytery, there is a statue to Patrick Sarsfield, erected in 1881. More work has
been carried out on the Cathedral since its erection, but this has mainly been to keep it in a
good state of repair. A new copper roof was installed during renovations in the early 1950s.
Further renovations were carried out on the sanctuary during the late 1970s, early 1980s and
most recently in 2003.
____________________________________________________________________________
ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, O’CONNELL AVENUE

“Brightness of church, beautifully adorned for Christmas, Holy Saturday ceremonies, etc.
Sense of community here.” Sister Josepha Dempsey
“The light, decoration, the feeling I get there..the mosaics are shining.” Kieran Casey
St Joseph's church was built in 1904 on a site donated by a Mr Byrnes which was originally a
quarry with a natural spring. It was first used as a chapel of ease for St Michael's parish
church. The architect of the church was Mr William Corbett and the builders were John Ryan
& Sons. The church has acquired the nickname 'the church of the spite' because it is situated
across the street from the Jesuits' Church of the Sacred Heart. At the time of the building of
St Joseph's, Bishop O'Dwyer of Limerick objected to the Jesuits two-tier system for
worshippers in their church, under which the wealthy sat at the front while the less affluent
were confined to the back. Despite Bishop O'Dwyer's protests, the Jesuits refused to change
this system, so he decided that a new church was needed which would not segregate
worshippers in this manner.
St Joseph's is a freestanding church of Italian neo-classical design and is cruciform in shape.
It was built using Limerick limestone with three-bay pediments facade within its own walled
grounds. Outside the church on the right, there is a statue of Christ the King, erected in 1930.
On the pediment of the church, there is a mosaic of St Joseph holding the child Jesus which
was completed in 1926. Over the main entrance, there is a stained glass window of the Virgin
Mary. The church has a number of Romanesque style windows.
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ChurchesThere are statues of St Therese of the Child Jesus, the Sacred Heart, Mary and the Infant
Jesus and St Joseph. There is a stained glass window of the washing of the feet at the Last
Supper. Another stained glass window of St Patrick is the work of the Harry Clarke studio. In
the right transept, there are five stained glass windows depicting Jesus comforting the dying,
Joseph showing Jesus the trade of carpentry, Jesus ascending into Heaven, Jesus and Roman
soldiers and the Crucifixion of Jesus. There is a stained glass window of Mary ascending into
Heaven over the main door of the church. This church holds the chalice used by Papal Nuncio
Archbishop Rinuccini in 1646 to celebrate the victory of the Battle of Benburb.
____________________________________________________________________________
ST JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL CHAPEL, MULGRAVE STREET

''St. Joseph's Hospital Church was built in 1863 during the reign of Bishop John Ryan. It is
dedicated to St. Dymphna patron Saint of Psychiatry. It was extended to its present size in the
1920's.'' Gerry White, retired psychiatric nurse
St Joseph’s Hospital Chapel was built for staff and patients of Saint Joseph's Psychiatric
Hospital within the asylum complex on Mulgrave Street. It marries a strict brief based on
economy and sparse decoration. It was built in 1863 to the designs of William Fogerty and the
builder was P. Lacy, Limerick. The chapel incorporates a fine use of ashlar masonry, original
slate roof covering, quarry glazing to windows and plank timber door openings. This structure
is an important part of the ecclesiastical heritage of the city, with a fine open roof structure,
stout limestone columns and piers, and intact rows of pews and confessional. It was extended
in 1914 by Joseph O'Malley.
The chapel is cruciform in plan with pitched gabled slate roof with cast-iron ridge tiles and
surmounted at apex by cruciform finial. Squared and coursed ashlar limestone elevations
rising from plinth bases. The interiors include confessionals, the original timber pews and
pointed-arch arcaded timber altar table. It also has original moulded timber skirting and
Herringbone laid parquet flooring throughout.
____________________________________________________________________________
ST LAWRENCE CHURCH
The church of St Lawrence was formerly near the Limerick prison in the parish but it was
destroyed in 1651. Samuel Lewis noted in 183737 that ‘St Lawrence parish is a rectory entire
in the patronage of the Corporation. It is of small extent having no church.’
____________________________________________________________________________
37

Lewis, A topographical dictionary of Ireland, (London, 1837).
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“Good clergy, real community, open space. No pillars, large open simple sanctuary, warm
comfortable church and convenient” Barbara Jackson
St Lelia’s Church was blessed and opened by Bishop Newman and Canon Michael Breen on
19 May 1977. The architect was Limerick born Andy Devane of the Dublin-based firm Robinson
Keefe & Devane. The contractors were Limerick builders Eddie & John Doran Ltd and
consulting engineers were Michael Punch & Partners. The existence of the church is due to
the efforts of parish priest Monsignor Moloney who had completed an agreement with the
contractors for the erection of a new church on the site.
There are many reasons which make this simple rectangular building so distinguished,
including its traditional plan and splayed corners. The emphasis is on the use of materials
and developments of organic form rather than relying on features such as stained glass
windows and traditional embellishments. St Lelia’s was originally of self-finished white
concrete. This church is unusual in that it does not have any traditional fenestration. Inside
natural daylight is supplied by the clerestory windows in the nave walls over the roofs of the
side aisles of the church. The ceiling is low and made of timber as is the wall behind the altar.
The use of the stained timber highlights the light colour of the stone tabernacle set within the
back wall. With regards to layout it has adhered to the traditional central nave plan even
though this is a post-Vatican II church. To provide seating for the maximum amount of people
Devane designed double length wooden pews. The main feature of this church that any
spectator cannot fail to notice is the slender tower finished with a bell-cote. This mass
concrete structure is interestingly cruciform in plan. No matter if the viewer is standing north,
south, east or west of the church, the universal symbol for Christianity can always be seen.
This belfry is a focal point acting as a beacon for the area representing its centrality to the
community.
Devane designed this church originally with a brick façade but in order to reduce costs, had
to change his material to low-cost concrete. Originally, Devane designed a large church to be
built on a much bigger corner site at Hassett’s Cross (the junction of the Shelbourne and
Cratloe Roads) but in 1975, it was decided to relocate to the present site on Killeely Road.
____________________________________________________________________________
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St Mary’s Chapel was built in 1749 with the first mass said there on Christmas morning of
that year. It was dedicated to Our Lady the Virgin and is Limerick’s closest reminder of the
Penal days. St Mary’s more than any other of the city parish churches is a link with the old
walled city and was the first church built in Munster after the relaxation of the Penal Laws. The
land for the church was acquired from Alderman Ingram and was situated just outside the
city walls. In the eighteenth century it was the largest Catholic Church in Munster. Before this
chapel the parish church was near the present St Munchin’s Church on the North Strand. This
mass house was shared by the parishes of St Mary’s and St Munchin’s.
According to the first edition of the Ordnance Survey Map of Limerick city St Mary’s Chapel was
in a traditional cruciform shape church plan with its north transept gable end facing the Island
Road. Another gable end faced Keyes Row and had an uninterrupted vista of the Abbey River.
It had a gable fronted facade with a large round-arched window above the door. A bellcote was
at the apex of the gable front surmounted by a pediment and crucifix. The current St Mary’s
Church was built right in front of the footprint of the Penal Chapel with the same orientation
so that its altar was also facing east. The chapel was demolished after St Mary’s Church was
completed in 1932. All that remains of the 1749 church is the holy water font and a plaque at
the rear of the present church. There is a model of the Penal Chapel in the parochial house in
the grounds of St Mary’s church.
____________________________________________________________________________
ST MARY’S CHURCH, ATHLUNKARD STREET

“I was baptised, confirmed and married here” Ursula Kelly
“Prayerful ambience allied to the beautiful job of restoration” Patrick Costelloe
St Mary’s Church on Athlunkard Street was built in 1932. It is in the Hiberno-Romanesque
style with the dome of the bell tower in the Byzantine style. It replaced the chapel of 1749. The
church is dedicated to Our Lady of the Assumption. The architects of the church were Ashlin
& Coleman of Dublin. Emigrants from the parish, traders in Limerick and the people of St
Mary’s Parish raised the finance for the church. It was built using limestone from Redgate, Co.
Clare.
On the outside of the church to the left, there is a statue of Mary set in the stonework of the
church. Inside the main church entrance, there are two statues. The statue on the right is of
the Virgin Mary and is believed to be over 200 years old. The statue on the left is of the Sacred
Heart. There is a statue in the left aisle of the church to St Therese the Little Flower. At the top
of the left aisle, there is an altar to St Joseph which contains the baptismal font. The women
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of the Holy Family Confraternity donated the altar rails. The altar to the right of the high altar
is to the Blessed Virgin. There are three stained glass windows at the back of the altar, which
show (from left to right) the Visitation, the Assumption and the Annunciation.
The tabernacle is made from gold that was melted down and which originally belonged to
parishioners in the form of rings and other objects. The doors of the tabernacle depict the
four evangelists. There is a Venetian mosaic depicting six angels behind the high altar. The six
angels are unnamed and under each mosaic of an angel, there is a verse from the hymn "Te
Deum". In St Mary’s Church there are a number of interesting chalices that date from the
seventeenth century the oldest being the Meade Chalice made in 1652 and the Lacy Chalice
dating from 1662. It is commonplace in Limerick that a Limerick person never speaks of “St
Mary’s Parish” but simply “the Parish.”
____________________________________________________________________________
ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL, BRIDGE STREET

“I really enjoy visiting St Mary's Cathedral, even though I am not Church of Ireland. I feel very
comfortable there and go there once a month on average.” Thomas J Kelly
St Mary's Cathedral is dedicated to St Mary the Virgin. In 1111 at the Synod of Rathbrassil, it
was decided that "St Mary's church" would become the cathedral church of the Diocese of
Limerick. Before becoming the location of the palace of the kings of Thomond, this site was
believed to be a civic centre for the pagan Norse settlement in Limerick. According to the
original plan, the church was to be built in the shape of a Latin cross. The twelfth century
cathedral was oblong in shape. It was believed that the nave, the Romanesque door facing the
Courthouse and parts of the transepts are the oldest parts of the building. When Brian
Hodkinson, Acting Curator of the Limerick City Museum carried out excavations on the
Cathedral, he discovered pottery and jewellery that dated from the latter half of the thirteenth
century under the nave of the Cathedral. Hodkinson also discovered a large amount of
medieval floor tile that dated from around the end of the thirteenth century. The Romanesque
doorway came from the earlier building on the site and was incorporated later into the new
structure.
Over the years the Cathedral has been renovated and extended. In the thirteenth century, the
north and south transepts were added and there were a number of chapels built in the
following two centuries in the north and south aisles. The addition of the chapels made the
nave wider than the transepts but the transepts were later narrowed. Hodkinson discovered
during his excavations that the transepts had been shortened by three metres.
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‘It’s amazing to think that Christian
services have been celebrated here
for over 800 years.’
Noreen Ellerker

Interior St. Mary's Cathedral, Bridge St.
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renovation works in the Cathedral are dated to around the 1360s. However Hodkinson
mentions that during the term of office of Bishop Eustace de l'Eau (1311-1336) the church
was beautified and re-dedicated. During the years 1380 to 1410, Cornelius O'Dea and Thomas
Arthur further enlarged the chancel.
The chapel of St James and St Mary Magdalene is the original south transept of the Cathedral.
This chapel was built by Thomas Balbeyn around 1370 and was repaired by Richard Bultingfort
in or about 1400. Near the chapel, there are monuments to the memory of Geoffrey Galwey and
his father in law Richard Bultingfort, who was six times the Mayor of Limerick between 1357
and 1390. To the right of this monument is the Budstone Sedilia, which was erected by John
Budstone in 1401. There is also a monument to Cornelius O'Dea who was the Bishop of
Limerick from 1400 to 1426. A reredos has been erected on the east wall of this chapel in
memory of Thomas Johnson Westropp who died in 1838. In the original north transept is the
chapel of the Holy Spirit, which dates from around 1360. Within the chapel, there is an
inscription to Dean John Fox, the treasurer of the Cathedral who died in 1519. Also in the north
transept, there is an opening called the leper squint. Lepers were not allowed into churches
in medieval times but could hear mass and receive Communion through this opening.
The Jebb chapel contains stained glass windows of St Catherine and St Nicholas'. The Arthur
family erected this chapel in 1450. Murrough O'Brien of Inchiquin was buried in O'Brien's
chapel in 1674. The people of Limerick hated Murrough, as he was renowned for burning
churches. It is believed that the morning after his funeral, Murrough's body was taken from
its resting-place and thrown into the River Shannon by a crowd of people. The Misericord seats
in the choir of the Cathedral are from the fifteenth century and are unique to Ireland. They
were carved from oak that grew in the woods of Cratloe and they number 23 in total.
The Cathedral tower is at the western end. It stands 120 feet high and was added in the
fifteenth century. The belfry also dates from the fifteenth century and contains eight bells, six
of which were presented to the Cathedral in 1673 by William Yorke, three times Mayor of
Limerick.
The interior of the Cathedral is presently undergoing a large restoration programme, which
began in 1996 under supervision of Paul Arnold Architects. Work on the exterior of the
Cathedral was completed in 1993. During this restoration work the pre-Reformation high altar
was returned to its original place in the chancel. Cromwellian soldiers had used horses to
remove the altar during their siege of the city in 1651. The graveyard that surrounds the
Cathedral is multidenominational as Roman Catholics families who had plots in the grounds
of the Cathedral were permitted to continue using them.
____________________________________________________________________________
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“Welcoming, good banners and seasonal colours, loads of candles and light.” Noirin Lynch
The present Catholic St Michael’s church has an interesting history, and is the latest in a number
of churches bearing that name in Limerick. The earliest mention of St. Michael's is in the Black
Book of Limerick in 1205. There was a church to St. Michael the Archangel built on an island
where the Abbey River spread out above Baal's Bridge. The church was probably originally built
by the Normans as they had a great devotion to St Michael. It was likely to have been in the
grounds of the graveyard that is now across the street from the Granary building in Michael St.
This church was in ruins by the early seventeenth century and was totally dismantled prior to
Cromwell's siege of 1651. At one stage St Michael’s was the largest parish in Munster, though
today it is one of the smallest. Daniel O’Connell held rallies here in 1805 to oppose British
government interference in church affairs38.
St Michael’s is a freestanding T-plan limestone church originally built between 1779-81,
remodelled in 1805 and rebuilt in 1881. The Arthur family donated the land for the original
church which now forms part of the south transept. In 1881 this church was rebuilt under the
supervision of architect Martin Morris at a cost £7,400. While the church was being built, mass
was said in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall from the summer of 1881 until Christmas Day
1882. When the church was first built in the late eighteenth century, the landscape of the city
was vastly different to the present day as open fields surrounded St. Michael's church. The
church is situated at the bottom of Chapel Lane but the entrance to the church is from Denmark
St. It is an Italianate church with Romanesque features. A church bell was acquired and was first
used in the church on January 1st 1815. One of the two Holy Water fonts at the side entrance
shows the Archangel Michael slaying the Dragon while the other shows St. Christopher fording
the river whilst holding the infant Jesus. The bell tower is capped by a very striking gilt
representation of Satan being vanquished by the Archangel, St. Michael.
Many of the features in the original St. Michael's church were sent to Raheen and Donaghmore
chapels in 1881. The two side altars in the church, dedicated to the Sacred Heart and the Blessed
Virgin Mary were both removed. The High Altar, the altar rails and the church bell were also
sent to Raheen Church around this time. In 1881 the three old font stones were removed into the
sacristy where they can be still seen to this day. The three stones represent scenes from the
Crucifixion and the Last Supper.
The interior of the church is today plain and simple but in the past the church was referred to
as the 'chapel of statues' due to the large number on display there. Nearly all of them have been
removed in the last 30 years. Further renovations took place in St. Michael's during 1967-68.
_____________________________________________________________________________
38

Thanks to Randel Hodkinson for that information.
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Exterior of St. Michael's Church, Pery Square,
early 19th century. Image courtesy of Patricia
Haselbeck-Flynn
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“Since the stain glass windows were restored last year, the sun reflecting through them
creates a beautiful effect in the church's interior” Trevor Morrow
The Church of Ireland church of St Michael’s was designed by James Pain and built by William
Wallace. The church was capable of holding 2000 people with galleries on three sides. It was
built in a simpler form than the original design and without the spire. In 1877, Joseph Fogerty
& Son carried out improvements to the church, which included the addition of an extra stage
to the tower, a new forecourt and new chancel which incorporated the east window dating
from the 13th century, removed from Saint Mary’s Church of Ireland Cathedral and reduced
in size. The chancel was added at a cost of £2,000 by William and Robert Fogerty and two
balconies removed, reducing the capacity to 800. The church re-opened on the 18th November
1877. The stained glass, which illustrates the Parables, was erected in 1878 and completely
restored in 2013. St Michael’s Church stands at the southern end of Pery Square facing Saint
Saviour's Dominican Church. The original Neo-Georgian façade of Pery Square gives balance
to the urban composition of the two similarly scaled and styled churches terminating the vista
of the street to the north and the south.
The church is a detached church designed c.1836 and completed in 1844, in a late Georgian
Gothic Revival design, comprising a single-cell church. The site is much deeper than the street
level which facilitated a crypt underneath. The church has a north-facing limestone facade
comprising a three-stage tower with crenallated parapet with corner and intermediate
pinnacles. The tower was raised and had pinnacles added in 1877 helping it to break forward
from the facade. The tower is flanked by lancet windows and contains the principal entrance.
The gates to the left of the church once led down to a number of tennis courts and recreation
areas for the congregation and the schoolmaster’s Victorian Gothic residence.
The windows of this church are pointed-arched openings with elaborate tracery in the Gothic
style which mirrors the pointed-arched door openings. Inside the church, plain plastered walls
gives emphasis to unusual hammer beam roof structure with arch braces encased by tongued
and grooved panelling. The interiors also contain polished marble columns, limestone arches,
stained glass panes, tile floors, richly carved Gothicised mahogany pulpit and early box pews
donated by Thomas Revington and made by Todds. A hall was built to the rear of the church
in 1980 reducing the capacity to 600 and a new roof was erected in 1997.
____________________________________________________________________________
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Interior of St. Michael's Church, Pery Square,
early 19th century. Image courtesy of Patricia
Haselbeck-Flynn
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The older St Munchin’s church was erected in 1744 near Thomond Bridge on the North Strand
when the Penal Laws were beginning to be relaxed unofficially. This church faces the Treaty
Stone on which the Treaty of Limerick was reputedly signed after the Siege of Limerick in
1691. This treaty between the victorious supporters of Protestant King William of Orange and
the defeated Jacobites (followers of the Catholic King James II of England) promised religious
freedom for the Catholics of Ireland. However it was grossly violated.
The site may well have been chosen for its hallowed association with an earlier Mass-house.
In 1798 this chapel was demolished and Mass was celebrated in the new church in October
1799. This later church remained in use until 1922 when it was replaced by the present fine
Hiberno-Romanesque building. This later church was very small, T-plan, gable fronted
limestone building with a bellcote upon the apex of the pitched roof. The gable front had a
porch and a pair of pointed-arched windows with limestone reveals. This church was not set
as far back as the present church. It stood next to the completed present church before it was
demolished.
____________________________________________________________________________
ST MUNCHIN’S CHURCH, CHURCH STREET, KING’S ISLAND

“Austere yet personal. Plaques of self-importance yet compassion. Not for everyone!!!”
Ger Imbusch
Saint Munchin’s was built in 1827 to replace a single-celled medieval church on this site. It is
a well-proportioned, detached four-bay Board of First Fruits Church of Ireland church with a
square-plan tower to the west elevation, and the entrance porch northwest corner. (The Board
of First Fruits was a body which gave grants for the building and repair of Anglican churches
in Ireland). The church was designed by architect James Pain. The location of this church
overlooking the Shannon is situated in Englishtown on what is claimed to be the first site of
the ancient cathedral of Limerick, before St Mary’s was built by Donal Mór O’Brien. The
significant architectural quality and high state of preservation of the mausolea add greatly to
the importance of this church. The church is currently owned by Limerick Civic Trust.
The church is made with limestone ashlar faced walls and corner buttresses. The distinctive
tower is surmounted by limestone ashlar crenallated parapet. Pointed-arch window openings,
with limestone drip moulding and Gothic style timber tracery filled with clear and stained
glass. The site is enclosed by rubble limestone walls with square-plan piers and wrought-iron
gates. The graveyard contains numerous recumbent stone grave markers and table-tombs of
eighteenth and nineteenth century origins and fine funerary monuments and mausoleums of
old Limerick families like the Bannatynes, Gelsons and Fogertys.
____________________________________________________________________________
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''Gives a feeling of welcome and a sense of community. Also our priests are friendly and are
happy to involve the laity in the church'' Breda Finn
The present day church of St Munchin’s was consecrated on Easter Sunday 1922. It is a
freestanding limestone church built 1920-1922 to the designs of architect Joseph O’Malley
and the builders were J. Kenny & Sons. The church is in a cruciform plan with octagonal
partially projecting belfry to apex of east elevational gabled transepts and five side apses to
rear. Square and course rock-faced limestone walls throughout with smooth limestone ashlar
plinth course and stepped eaves course angle buttresses to each elevation. There are roundarched window openings forming tripartite arrangement to facades. Romanesque style door
opening comprising smooth limestone ashlar piers and gable parapet.
The interiors are complimented by transept arches with polished granite columns with stylised
plaster capitals and impost blocks from which spring running mould archivolts. There are
tiled floors in aisles with timber floorboards to pew areas and marble-faced altar platform.
Large stained-glass windows above the main door of the church depict St Peter, the King of
Kings and St Bernadette of Lourdes. On the left of the nave there is a plaque commemorating
George Clancy, Mayor of Limerick who was murdered during the War of Independence on 7
March 1921 by British Crown Forces. On the right hand side of the nave there is a plaque to the
memory of Micháel Ó Ceallacháin who was the Mayor of Limerick in 1920-21, who was also
murdered by Crown Forces.
____________________________________________________________________________
ST MUNCHIN’S DIOCESAN COLLEGE CHURCH, CORBALLY ROAD

"As a boarder, thinking of the chapel evokes many strong memories; apprehension sitting in
the front pews on my first night, cold Tuesday mornings at mass, Sunday night benediction
and the warm aroma of incense, and excitement as Sunday mass came to an end hearing
our parents arrive in their cars for our home visits..." John McCarthy
The College is the oldest secondary school in Limerick, having been founded in 1796 by John
Young, Bishop of Limerick. It was located in several locations around the city over the course
of its 217 year history before finally settling in Corbally in 1963. The foundation stone of the new
college was laid on 28 April 1960 and it was officially opened on 28 August 1963. The cost of
the college was £440,000 making it the most expensive complex in the city at the time after the
Mid-Western Regional Hospital.
The church was designed by Limerick architect Patrick J. Sheahan who designed the rest of
the Diocesan College complex. Sheahan had started out as a Mathematics and Art Teacher in
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profile ecclesiastical commissions he was the first Irish architect to be made Chevalier of the
Order of St Sylvester in 1957 by Pope Pius XII. The chapel is situated to the front of the college
and is in the same style with red brick, high ceiling, copper roof and adjoining bell tower. The
stained-glass triptych over the main door depicts SS Colmcille, Patrick and Brigid and was
made by the Dublin Paint and Glass Co.39 There are two doors into the main body of the church
containing glass inserts with engravings of the four evangelists; St Matthew, St Mark, St John
and St Luke. There is a cast of the four evangelists on the ceiling above the altar with the
figures of the Holy Spirit in the centre of the piece.
____________________________________________________________________________
ST NICHOLAS CHURCH, WESTBURY
A medieval church dedicated to St Nicholas, adjoining King John’s Castle disappeared at some
point in the seventeenth century. All that remains of both parish and church is the street name,
Nicholas Street. The new parish of St Nicholas was created in 1991 with the construction of a
new church in the large housing estate of Westbury. The church was blessed and opened by
Bishop Newman and Fr Oliver Plunkett on 20 December 1992. The architect of the church was
Seán Dempsey of Clontraf in Dublin who also designed the Westbury estate and the builders
were McInerneys Construction.
St Nicholas is a simple church triangular in plan with the roof and windows giving it a pleasing
appearance. Two gable fronts add to the multiple pitched roof converging to a spire
surmounted by a crucifix. The interior benefits from natural daylight coming in from dormer
and eyebrow windows at the sides and from the roof light in the centre of the roof. On the
right-hand side of the church there is a statue of Mary and a shrine to the Sacred Heart. There
is a statue of St Joseph ad a shrine to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour on the left. There is a
beautifully coloured stained glass window behind the altar depicting Jesus in a fishing boat at
sea, which was designed by artist Kevin O’Kelly of the Abbey Stained Glass Studios in Dublin.
The pine seats on the left-had side of the church were originally the property of the Salesians
Sisters in Broscan, Co. Offaly. The oak seats in the centre of the church were originally part of
the Good Shepherd Convent in Clare Street, Limerick. The high altar tabernacle and the
Stations of the Cross originally belonged to the Christian Brothers of Sexton Street.
____________________________________________________________________________

39

Liam Irwin, The diocese of Limerick, p.203.
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“The best example of the type of church that existed in Limerick in the late 1700s and early
1800s.” Mark Spain
In 1750, the Harold family built the Pennywell Church which preceded the present church.
Most Rev. Charles Tuohy, Bishop of Limerick, dedicated this church to St Patrick on 25 August
1816. This church is the oldest Catholic churches in Limerick city that is still in use today. The
architect of this church is unknown. It is a simple freestanding T-plan, gable-fronted stone
church with bell-cote and modern front wall railings. The church was renovated in 1835.
There is a stained glass window of St Patrick over the main entrance to the church; on the
left-hand side of the nave the windows depict the Sacred Heart and St Joseph. On the right
hand side of the nave there are stained glass windows of the Immaculate Heart of Our Lady
and St Brigid. Timber pews, marble altar furniture and an elaborate timber roof with groin
vault make this a very pleasing interior. The altar was donated by the Presentation nuns and
includes statues of St Columba, St Munchin, St Patrick, St Brigid, St Ita and St Lelia. The
Judgement scene is carved on the front of the altar. There is a mosaic on the floor in front of
the altar of the Saviour in the image of the Lamb with a flag. In the right transept of the church
there is a stained glass window of St Ita. In the left transept there is a stained glass window
of Blessed Oliver Plunkett, beneath which there is a statue of the Mother and Child.
____________________________________________________________________________
ST SAVIOURS CHURCH, BAKER PLACE

“The compassion and interest of the Dominican priests” John Ryan
This Gothic Revival Church, though much altered from the earlier Gothic designs of James
Pain, has a strong presence in the area. This church was built in 1815-16 when the Dominicans
moved from Fish Lane which they had occupied since 1735. They were not allowed to preach
publicly until 1780. Edward Henry, the Earl of Limerick donated the land to the Dominicans.
The foundation stone of the church was laid on 27 March 1815. The repairs and alteration in
1865 were carried out by architect James Wallace. A rose window and clerestory was added
raising the height of the church by 20 feet. George Goldie designed a new chancel, high altar,
reredos, and tabernacle and east window between 1863 and 1866. In 1870 Goldie and Child
remodelled the interior and exterior and the work was supervised by Maurice Alphonsus
Hennessy, CE, Limerick. The church is dedicated to the Most Holy Saviour Transfigured. The
priory next door to the church in Glentworth Street was rebuilt in 1943 replacing three houses,
one believed to have been James Pain’s residence.
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the Carbery Chapel) beside which is a statue of St Anne. The stalls and the railings to the
Sacred Heart Chapel were designed by George Coppinger Ashlin in 1898. Opposite the Sacred
Heart Chapel there is one dedicated to St Martin de Porres. The stained glass windows depict
the Dominican saints St Thomas Aquinas and St Albert as well as St Mary Magdalene, St Luke
the evangelist, St William, St Margaret, the Virgin Mary and St Joseph.
To the right of the high altar there is an altar to Our Lady of Limerick. Patrick Sarsfield (not
the hero of the 1690-91 sieges of Limerick) brought the oak statue from Flanders in 1640 and
donated it to atone for the execution by his uncle of Sir John Burke. For many years the statue
was buried in a box in the graveyard of St Mary’s Cathedral to avoid capture from the English
authorities. Part of the church organ was paid for by Andrew Carnegie in 1911 (he donated
£400 of the £1155 total). This was the same Carnegie who paid for the construction of the
library (now the Limerick City Gallery of Art) next to People’s Park. The Dominican church is
also adorned with frescos by Fr Aengus Buckley painted in 1952. The faces in the frescos are
those of the staff of J. Hodkinson and Sons, who were engaged in the church at the time40.
____________________________________________________________________________
WORLD OUTREACH CHRISTIAN CENTRE, DOCK ROAD
World Outreach Christian Centre is a non-denominational church, which derives its teachings
from the Bible. In Limerick, the church began in 1999 as a small group meeting in a private
home. With six months they started holding Sunday service in the Mid-West Institute (the Old
Town Hall). As they continued to grow they moved their Wednesday and Sunday services into
the Limerick School Project in 2002. In 2005 they leased their current premises in the
Corcanree Business Park on the Dock Road with offices and children’s facilities. The Pastors
of the church are husband and wife Jim and Jan Schmitt.

40

Thanks to Randel Hodkinson for that anecdote.
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Preliminary sketches for sculptures and altar
in the Former Franciscan Church, Henry St.,
c. 1930-1942
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Abbey, a church or chapel of a monastery.
Aisle, the side of a nave (q.v.) separated from the nave proper by a colonnade.
Ambo, a raised stand or pulpit
Apex, the highest point
Apse, a semi-circular or polygonal vaulted space behind the altar.
Apsidal, relating to an apse
Arcade, a series of arches carried on piers or columns.
Archivolt, a band of mouldings around the lower curve of an arch
Ashlar, masonry of large blocks cut with even faces and square edges.
Atrium, an open-roofed entrance hall or central court
Balustrade, a banister made up of short poles, topped by a long rail
Barrel vault, semi-cylindrical vault shaped like a barrel with parallel abutments and of
constant cross sections.
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ChurchesBay, a vertical division of a building
Belfry the part of a bell tower or steeple in which bells are housed
Bellcote, a small shelter for one or more bells
Blind, (arch, arcade), an arch or arcade with no openings, usually as decoration on a wall.
Buttress, a masonry member projecting from a wall, rising from the ground, and counteracting the outward thrust of the roof or vaulting. In Gothic architecture, a flying buttress is a
free-standing element connected by an arch to the
Byzantine, of, relating to, or having the characteristics of a style of architecture developed in
the Byzantine Empire especially in the fifth and sixth centuries featuring the dome carried
on pendentives over a square and incrustation with marble veneering and with coloured
mosaics on grounds of gold.
Canopy, a protective roof above statues
Campanile, term only applied to a bell tower which is detached from a church
Capital, the head of a column.
Casement Window, a window that opens vertically like a door
Castellated, having turrets and battlements like a castle
Cathedral, the chief church of a Diocese (Roman Catholic or Episcopal) which contains the
Cathedra, the seat of the Bishop.
Cathedral glass, a semitransparent sheet of rolled glass having a decorative pattern.
Celtic Cross, a cross shaped like a Latin cross and having a ring that intersects each
segment of the shaft and crossbar at a point equidistant from their junction.
Chancel, interchangeable with choir (q.v.), sometimes the area in front the altar.
Chapel, A place of worship that is smaller than and subordinate to a church.
Chevron, a shape, pattern, or object in the form of a V or an upside-down V.
Chi and Rho, a monogram of chi (X) and rho (P) as the first two letters of Greek Khristos
Choir, area at the end of the nave which is reserved for clergy or monks (modern-singers),
and which contains the altar and choir stalls.
Choir stalls, the row of stepped seats on either side of the choir, facing inwards.
Church, a building used for public Christian worship
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Clerestory, the exterior wall of a nave above the level of the aisles with windows.
Collonnette, a small thin column
Corinthian capital, The most ornate of the three main orders of classical Greek
architecture, characterized by a slender fluted column having an ornate bell-shaped capital
decorated with acanthus leaves.
Corbels, Brackets of stone, wood, brick, or other building material, projecting from the face
of a wall and generally used to support a cornice or arch.
Composite column, a column which combines elements from two types of column
Concha, semi-circular niche with a semi-dome.
Corinthian Captial, the most ornate of the three main orders of classical Greek architecture,
characterized by a slender fluted column having an ornate bell-shaped capital decorated
with acanthus leaves.
Cornice, a projecting shelf along the top of a wall often supported by brackets or
Corbel or Console, ornamental bracket that projects from the wall.
Course, a continuous horizontal layer of similarly-sized building material one unit high,
usually in a wall
Consecrated, make or declare (something, typically a church) sacred; dedicate formally to a
religious purpose
Crennalated, same as castellated
Crossing, the area of a church where the nave is intersected by the transept. (joining section
of the cross layout)
Cruciform, shaped like a cross
Crucifix, a representation of a cross with a figure of Christ on it.
Crypt, underground chamber beneath the altar in a church, usually containing a saint’s
relics.( It sometimes extends as far as the crossing, so that the choir and altar are
sometimes considerably higher than the nave and aisle.)
Curate, A cleric, especially one who has charge of a parish.
Dado, the lower part of the wall of a room, below about waist height, when decorated
differently from the upper part.
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ChurchesDormers Dormers, windows set vertically into a small gable projecting from a sloping roof.
Double-leafed, a door that opens in both directions
Double-Height, the height of two stories
Dressing, architecturally dressed stonework, mouldings, and carved ornaments used to
form quoins, keystones, sills, and similar features.
Drip moulding, Dripstone a moulding over a door or window which deflects rain.
East end, Refers to the end of the church where the main altar is placed and where the
main part of the service takes place.
Elevation, the height of the side of a building
Engaged column, a column embedded in a wall, not free standing.
Evagelarium, a book containing Mass readings taken from the Four Gospels
Eyebrow Window, A bottom-hinged, inward-opening window in the uppermost level of a
house, usually under the front eaves
Facade, the principal front of a building, that faces on to a street or open space
Fenestration, the arrangement of windows in a building
Figurative, depicting real objects
Finial, the topmost portion of a pinnacle, usually sculptured as an elaborate ornament with
upright stem and cluster of crockets; seen at a distance, it resembles a cross from any
angle of vision.
Flat-iron hinge, a jointed device or flexible piece on which a door, gate, shutter, lid, or other
attached part turns, swings, or moves. It also provides decoration for the door.
Flemish Glass, Clear cathedral glass with a large wavelike pattern on both sides
Flush-pointing, the mortar is pressed into the raked joints and finished off flush with the
edges of the bricks or stones, so as to give a smooth appearance.
Fluted, shallow grooves running vertically along a surface
Forecourt, an open area in front of a large building
Friary, a monastery of friars
Gable, the triangular upper part of a wall at the end of a roof
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ChurchesGargoyle, a pierced or tunnelled stone projecting from a gutter and intended to carry rain
away from wall and foundations. It is usually carved into the image of a beast or ugly
creature.
Gallery, an upper story, running along the side of a church, open on one side to the interior.
Gothic, relating to painting, sculpture, or other art form style that was prevalent in northern
Europe from the 12th through the 15th century. Characterised by pointed arches.
Groin vault, type of vaulting caused by two equally large barrel vaults (q.v.) crossing at right
angles; the angle formed by the intersecting vaults is the groin.
Half-engaged, A column which is attached to the wall so that only half of the form projects
from the wall
Hammer-beam Roof, is a type of wooden roof
Hammer-beam, short beams projecting from the wall on which the rafters land, essentially
a beam which has the middle cut out. These short beams are called hammer-beams
Herringbone, a pattern consisting of rows of short, slanted parallel lines with the direction
of the slant alternating row by row and used in masonry, parquetry, embroidery, and
weaving.
Hiberno-Romanesque, a style of ecclesiastical buildings in Ireland from 10th to 12th
centuries characterized by very simple rectangular buildings, tall detached circular towers
and semicircular-headed openings. The style was resurrected in the 19th century as part of
the Celtic Revival.
High altar, the main altar of a church.
Hipped roof, a roof having sloping ends and sides
Hood Mouldings, same as Dripstone
Idiom, a characteristic mode of expression in music or art
Impost blocks, A transitional member, often tapered, placed above a column capital to
receive the thrust of vaults or arches.
Intrados, the inner face of an arch or vault.
Ionic, of, denoting, or relating to one of the five classical orders of architecture,
characterized by fluted columns and capitals with scroll-like ornaments
Italianate, buildings or features that are Italian in character.
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ChurchesLatin cross, of, denoting, or relating to one of the five classical orders of architecture,
characterized by fluted columns and capitals with scroll-like ornaments.
Lintel, the horizontal member that spans an opening, such as a door or window, or that
connects two columns.
Jazz-style frosted glazing-opaque window with typical 1920s/30s Art Deco design or inlay
such as a zig zag pattern
Lady chapel, a chapel dedicated to the Virgin Mary.
Lancet, a pointed arched window of one opening frequently arranged in groups of two to
five.
Lantern tower, a tower with windows shedding light into the crossing (q.v.).
Latin cross, of denoting, or relating to one of the five classical orders of architecture,
characterized by fluted columns and capitals with scroll-like ornaments.
Lintel, is the horizontal member that spans an opening, such as a door or window, or that
connects two columns.
Lunette, a semi-circular space above doors and windows, sometimes framed and
decorated.
Mausolea, pural of mausoleum which is a large, impressive tomb, especially a stone
building with places for entombment of the dead aboveground.
Medallions, an oval or circular decorative device resembling a medal, usually bearing a
portrait or relief moulding
Misericord, In the choir stalls of medieval church, a bracket (often grotesquely or
humorously carved) beneath a hinged seat which, when the seat was tipped up, gave some
support to a person standing during a lengthy service.
Moulding, or Molding, (also known as coving ) is a strip of material with various profiles
used to cover the joins between surfaces or for decoration.
A “sprung molding” has bevelled edges (non perpendicular edges) that allow mounting
between two non-parallel planes (such as a wall and a ceiling). Other types of moulding are
referred to as “plain”.
Narthex, the single-story porch of a church
Nave, the area of a church between the façade and crossing or choir, specifically, the
central area between the aisles.
Neo-Georgian, A loose term, descriptive of an architecture that emulates features and
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inaccurate; found primarily in the 19th and 20th centuries, but continues to be built today.
Neo-Gothic, The reuse of forms of Gothic architecture in the second half of the 19th century
and thereafter
Niche, a recess in the face of a wall or pier, prepared to receive a statue.
Oculus, a small circular opening admitting light at the top of a dome.
Oratory, a small room or secluded place, set apart for private prayer.
Overlight, or transom window / transom light, the window over a transform crosspiece.
Above a door it is usually referred to as a “fanlight” if a semi-elliptical shape, and
occasionally as an “overlight” or “hopper”, or by the French word “vasistas‘’.
Parapet, a low retaining wall at the edge of a roof, bridge, porch, or other structure
Parochial, Of, relating to, supported by, or located in a parish.
Pediment, a triangular area on the face of a building below the roof, above an entrance, etc.,
wide, low-pitched gable surmounting the façade of a building in the Grecian style.
Pelleted surround, an opening detail formed by shapes or pattern of small spherical pellet
shapes
Pew, a long bench seat or enclosed box, used for seating members of a congregation or
choir in a church
Pier, a mass of masonry supporting an arch or vault and distinct from a column, A clustered
pier is composed of a number of small columns.

67

CITY OF CHURCHES CATALOGUE:Layout 1

12/03/2014

23:07

Page 68

City of
Churches

City of
Churches

City of

ChurchesPilaster, a column that has only an ornamental function in not a supporting structure used
to enhance a wall
Pinnacle, a turret tapering upward to the top, its gracefulness enhanced by crockets (q.v.),
and top stone called a finial (q.v.).
Pitch, the angle of steepness of a roof; Pitched roof is a sloped roof
Plinth, the base or platform upon which a column, pedestal, statue, monument or structure
rests
Podium, a small platform on which a person may stand to be seen by an audience, as when
making a speech or conducting an orchestra.
Polychromatic, having several colours
Polygon, A shape with made up of a finite number of straight lines
Portico, is a porch leading to the entrance of a building
Pulpit, an elevated platform, lectern, or stand used in preaching or conducting a religious
service.
Pulpitum, a screen dividing the choir from the nave. (Often called Rood Screen)
Predella, the step or platform on which an altar is placed.
Presidential chair, a single, large chair in the sanctuary is the seat of the presiding
minister, usually one of the priests of the parish, who leads the liturgical celebration. The
presidential chair, along with the altar and the ambo, symbolizes the presence of Jesus in
the liturgy.
Priory, a religious house governed by a prior, sometimes being subordinate to an abbey.
Pro-Cathedral, a parish church that is temporarily serving as the cathedral of a diocese.
Portal, a major entrance to church, emphasized by sculpture and decoration.
Quatrefoil, a figure used in window tracery, shaped to form a cross or four equal segments
of a circle.
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ChurchesQuoin, any of the stones used in forming such an angle, often being of large size and
dressed or arranged so as to form a decorative contrast with the adjoining walls.
Radiating chapels, chapels leading off from the ambulatory, and arranged in a semicircular fashion.
Rainwater goods, gutters made of stone
Render, images, illustrations or animations showing the attributes of a proposed
architectural design
Rendered, the surface finish
Reredos, the wall or screen at the back of an altar, either in carved stone, wood or metal.
Retrochoir, in some cathedrals, the portion of the chancel (q.v.) behind the high altar at the
extreme east end.
Reveals, the part of the side of a window or door opening that is between the outer surface
of a wall and the window or door frame.
Respond, long narrow column or engaged column, mainly in Gothic architecture, which
supports the arches and ribs of groan vaults or the profiles of arcade arches.
Reliquary, a casket containing one or more relics.
Rib, a structural molding of a vault.
Groin Vault, two barrel vaults intersecting at right angles
Ribbed vault, a vault supported by or decorated with diagonal ribs.
Ridge tile, a decorative tile that is bent in cross section; used to cover the ridge of a roof.
Rood Beam, a large beam set transversely across a church from north to south on which
stands a crucifix.
Rood screen, the screen dividing the choir from the nave.
Rose Window, a round window, with tracery (q.v.) dividing it into sections, called petals.
Rubble masonry is rough, unhewn building stone set in mortar but not laid in regular
pattern. It may appear as the outer surface of a wall or may fill the core of a wall which will
then be faced with a different material such as brick or cut stone
Sacristy, a room in a church housing the sacred vessels and vestments; a vestry.
Sanctuary, the part of the church which contains the high altar.
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ChurchesSash window, a window consisting of two sashes placed one above the other so that one or
each can be slid over the other to open the window.
Sedilla, seats in the sanctuary (q.v.) near the altar, usually three in number for clergy.
Shaft, the main part of a column, from its base to its capital.
Shrine, a building, alcove, or shelf arranged as a setting for a statue, picture, or other
representation of Christ, the Virgin Mary, or a saint
Single Cell, an ecclesiastical building consisting of a single nave no side chapels, aisles or
transepts
Snecked brick/blocks, brickwork in irregular sized blocks put together so you’d have larger
stones with smaller stones used to fill interstices and to even out courses in a rubble wall.
Spandrel, the triangular space between the outer curve of an arch and an enclosing frame
of mouldings, often richly carved with foliage.
Splayed or Splay-foot a surface an oblique angle or bevel given to the sides of an opening in
a wall so that the opening is wider on one side of the wall than on the other
Square headed, cut off at right angles above, as an opening with upright parallel sides and a
straight horizontal lintel, as distinguished from an opening that is arched.
Stations of the Cross, depictions of episodes of Christ’s death.
Stepped eaves, That part of a roof that projects beyond the exterior wall; usually the lower
edge of a sloped roof with bricks laid in a pattern like ascending and descending steps.
String Course, decorative horizontal band on the exterior wall of a building
Surround, border or edging around an object
Tabernacle, a small ornamented cupboard or box used for the reserved sacrament of the
Eucharist
Terrazo, flooring material consisting of chips of marble or granite set in concrete and
polished to give a smooth surface.
Tongue and Groove Panelling, wooden planking in which adjacent boards are joined by
means of interlocking ridges and hollows down their sides.
Tracery, a term for the variations of mullions in Gothic windows and for geometric systems
on wall panels and doors.
Transom is a transverse horizontal structural beam or bar, or a crosspiece separating a
door from a window above it.
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Detail of a drawing for decoration work in
Sacred Heart, The Crescent, by Hodkinson.
Image courtesy of Randal Hodkinson
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ChurchesMullion, A vertical division of a window or structural member
Transept, section of a church at right angles to the nave and in front of the choir.
Trefoil, either a carved three-leaved ornament, or a three lobed opening in tracery (q.v.).
Triforium, space below the clerestory (q.v.).
Tripartite, a window consisting of three parts formed by divisions extending almost to the
base.
Triptych, a picture, design or carving on three panels, often an altar piece.
Tympanum, the area above a portal (door) enclosed by an arch, and the most important site
for sculpture on the exterior of the church.
Vault, the ceiling of a church formed of concrete, stone in mortar or brick in mortar forming
a continuous semicircular or pointed arch.
Vista, a pleasing view
Venetian windows, a window of large size, characteristic of neoclassic styles, divided by
columns or piers resembling pilasters, into three lights, the middle one of which is usually
wider than the others, and is sometimes arched.

Franz S. Haselbeck’s Ireland – Selected Photographs compiled by Patricia Haselbeck Flynn is published by
The Collins Press. It is available in all good bookshops and online from www.collinspress.ie.
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Side chapel, ‘The Redemptorists’,
Mt. St. Alphonsus, S. Circular Rd.
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A detail drawing for the
Franciscans, Henry St.

75

CITY OF CHURCHES CATALOGUE:Layout 1

14/03/2014

14:31

Page 76

The Bells of St. Mary’s Cathedral, Bridge St.
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The organ at St. John’s Cathedral, Cathedral Place
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A Skyline of Spires

Contact: Limerick Museum & Archives
www.limerick.ie/city archives/cityofchurches | @LimerickLMA #CityofChurches | www.facebook.com/limerickmuseumandarchives

A Skyline of Spires

by Emma Gilleece for Limerick Archives

