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COUNCILLORS REPORT ON CONFERENCE WHICH THEY ATTENDED

REQUIRED TO BE COMPLETED UNDER SECTION 142(5) (f) and (fa) OF THE
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001

Organiser of Conference: Celtic Conferences

Name of Conference: The Local Authority Waters and Communities Office &

LAWCO'
Location of Conference: Clonakilty, Co. Cork
Date of Conference: 16"-18'™" June, 2017

Summary of Conference Content

Discussion on Water Framework Directive (WFD)
Legal framework to protect and restore clean water and to ensure its long-term, sustainable use.

The preparation of River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs)

Presentation on the establishment of LAWCO, Regional Structure and Operational Structure
European Union {Water Policy) Regulations 2014

Three tier governance framework

« New obligations on Local Authorities in coordinating the catchment management and public participation elements of

the Water Framework Directive.

» Regional coordination, public participation, and support to the EPA and Minister in the development and implementation
of River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs) and Programmes of Measures (POMs).

« Establishment of Regional Water Framework Directive Offices to deliver on these obligations.

Governance Framework (Presentation)

Three Tier Framework: Water Policy Advisory Committee, EPA and LAWCO
LAWCO Structure

Sampling Programme, Operational and surveillance monitoring Rivers and lakes

Workshops and Training




Discussion on the Role of LAWCO

To promote knowledge sharing and coordination in implementing RBMPs and POMs by local authorities, public authorities,

sectoral interests and community groups

To coordinate/undertake statutorily required public consultation in development of the RBMPs and POMs on behalf of the

Minister and a public awareness campaign in water resources management

To seek consistency of RBMP implementation across agencies

To assist the Minister and the EPA and work collaboratively with local authorities in the development of RBMPs and POMs
To mobilise and support engagement of voluntary and community groups in protecting our natural waters.

To foster linkages with industry and agricultural sectors

To develop linkages with local sectoral representative organisations such as Chamber(s) of Commerce, county level IFA,

angling groups, tidy towns.
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