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Collect thoughts, hopes, ideas and aspirations for 
The Riverway and the Riverway Crossing



Programme Launch







10 Lightning Talks



Speakers included:

• Dave Neville, NevSAIL Watersports and Rock Climbing

• Miriam Lohan, Limerick Riverpath Volunteers

• Deirdre Power, Socially Engaged Artist

• Pat Lysaght, Lysaght Boat Hire

• Conor Sheehan, Curraghgour Boat Club

• John Elliot, Digital Atlas of Limerick Project

• Ger McNamara, Limerick Suicide Watch 

• Gary McMahon, The Ilen Project

• Dorothy Quinn, Shannon Rowing Club

• David O’Brien, Limerick Civic Trust



4 Speakers    2 Days

Nevsail Watersports and	Rock	
Climbing	set	up	over	13	years	in	Kilkee,	
Co.	Clare	and	is	now	operates	Limerick	
City	Adventures	(based	from	the	Hunt	
Museum),	offering	Kayaking,	Stand	up	
Paddle	Boarding	and	Boat/Sailing	

tours,	Raft	Building,	Archery,	Archery	
Tag,	Team	Challenges,	Limerick	City	
Treasure	Hunts	and	much	more.

Colman	Byrne	Spokesperson	for	
Limerick	Open	Navigation	Group	

Limerick	Native	from	Corbally,	Father	
and	grandfather,	River	and	boat	user	
since	old	enough	to	walk,	Boat	owner,	

Sailor,	Electronics	Engineer.

/

Josephine	O’Driscoll is	the	Wild	
Atlantic	Way	Manager	with	Failte

Ireland	
Based	in	Cork,	Josephine	previously	

worked	as	ClientsServices Manager	for	
the	Cork	section	of	the	WAW..

Éanna Rowe,	Regional	Manager	for	
the	West	with	Waterways	Ireland	and	
leading	a	multi	disciplinary	team	in	the	

management,	maintenance	and	
development	of	the	Shannon	

Navigation	Éanna is	a	member	of	the	
Waterways	Ireland	Senior	

Management	Team.	Éanna is	also	a	
Director	of	Leave	no	Trace	Ireland,	

member	of	the	National	Trails	Advisory	
Committee	and	Chair	of	the	Lakelands	

initiative.



Wednesday 26th April

• An opportunity to listen, learn and understand  the experiences 
of businesses and recreational users on the river Shannon

Colman Byrne- Limerick Open Navigation Group



Thursday 27th April

An opportunity to listen and hear the view of two statutory 
agencies in terms of future tourism potential and recreation 
and use of our riverways



Over 107 Participants



Community Mapping Workshop



35 Community Mappers



19 Community Audits

accessibility
heritage & conservation
modern architecture
nighttime safety



19 Community Audits

recreation
walking/ cycling
the environment
litter & graffiti black spots
and lots more



Friday 28th April

This workshop comprised primary school pupils and  secondary 
school students from the City. These important representatives of 
our City communities gave their ideas and future aspirations for 
our riverways in an interactive and visual manner, with modelling 
and drawing.



1 Intergenerational Design Workshop



3 Maps       3 Scales



54 Co Designers



>100 IDEAS



>100 IDEAS



>100 IDEAS



>100 IDEAS



56 Comments

31 comment cards
> 25 email submissions
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FEEDBACK &

KEY FINDINGS



Concern about long- span 
bridge proposals affecting 

River navigation



Limerick Open Navigation Group

Achieving user friendly safe 
navigation in Limerick



Treacherous
Navigation



existing route
and bridge

Charming?
Accessible?

Access Improvements River’s Edge



Access Improvements River’s Edge



Closed Locks

Access Improvements Boat Users



• Listen and Talk to residents
• Involve community in decision making
• Involve community in construction process
• Co-create with the community a project that they 

can contribute after you leave the site.

Involve Communities on the River

Tap into knowledge and energy of Riverside 
communities, including:



The Nature of the River

“It’s a wonderful thing in Limerick
Tidal Aspect is the most amazing thing about the 

river. To try and harness that would be a great error. 
Teach people about the beauty of the tide.”



Build a coalition around the River
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CONCLUSIONS
• Many agencies having input into the development of 

infrastructure on the Riverway in the City :
Waterways Ireland, OPW, ESB, Harbourmaster, Fáilte Ireland etc.

• These agencies need to be pulled together and enabled by a 
multidisciplinary exploration of the key issues, taking into 
consideration the findings of the public engagement exercise 
and in collaboration with engaged members of the public. 

• This consideration will need to include the recently published 
results of the CFRAM Flood Risk Assessment Study
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RECOMMENDATIONS/
NEXT STEPS

• Re-examine the options for long span bridge from Arthur’s Quay due 
to the potential to adversely affect navigation

• Carry out an Enabling Design Review to examine options for the 
Riverway Project and to make recommendations for appropriate 
infrastructural provisions.

• Include representation from Waterways Ireland, OPW, ESB, Fáilte
Ireland, and other agencies as identified, include nominations 
from Elected Representatives and engage members of the public.
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TIMEFRAME

• Week of June 12- 16    Briefing Session

• Week of June 26- 30  Enabling Design Review

• Week of July 24- 28  Final Report Complete


