










VISIT TO HOHENLOHE, GERMANY 

 
 
A delegation from Limerick City & County Council were invited to visit Hohenlohe to mark 
the 25th Anniversary of the long standing relationship between Hohenlohe and Limerick. The 
following delegation, headed by Councillor Kevin Sheahan, Mayor of the City and County of 
Limerick, visited Hohenlohe County from the 7th to 11th April 2015: 
 

• Cllr. Michael Collins 
• Cllr. Liam Galvin 
• Cllr. Marian Hurley 
• Cllr. Kieran O’Hanlon 
• Josephine Cotter Coughlan, Director of Services 

 
The purpose of the visit was to strengthen the cultural and community exchanges between 
Limerick and Hohenlohe as both regions seek to build further on the links that have already 
been established.   
 
The highlights of the visit were: 
 

7
th

 April 2015 – Schloss-Hotel,Ingelfingen: 
 

The Limerick delegation was met and greeted by Michael Bauer, Mayor of Ingelfingen,  
Markus Knobel, Mayor of Waldenburg, Uschi Muehleck, Senior Member of Hohenlohe 
Council and Felicity de Courcy, Interpreter for the Limerick/Hohenlohe Twinning. 
 

8
th

 April 2015 – Künzelsau Day: 
 
Delegates spent the day in Künzelsau, which is the second largest town in Hohenlohe County 
with a population of over 14,700, and were accompanied by Thomas Fohl, Mayor of 
Bretzfeld, Leader of the Independent, second strongest group in the County Council and 
Michael Bauer, Mayor of Ingelfingen.   The County Administration is based in Künzelsau.  
The visit to Künzelsau involved: 
  

• A tour of the Administration Headquarters of Würth Group in Künzelsau-Gaisbach, 
which employs in excess of 70,000 worldwide.  Würth Ireland Limited, established in 
1982 and based in Limerick, is a highly successful company with over 80 full time 
sales representatives covering the whole of Ireland and 50 internal support staff.  
 

• Visit to Reinhold Wuerth University, Künzelsau for a meeting with Prof. Thomas 
Bezold, Director International Relations at the University, regarding development of 
future relations with the third level sector in Limerick. 
 

• Following the visit to Reinhold Wuerth University, the delegates travelled to the 
Schlossgymnasium, Künzelsau, a school which is twinned with St. Fintan’s CBS, 
Doon.  The English teacher at the Schlossgymnasium spoke very positively about the 
twinning with CBS, Doon. He expressed a keen interest in continuing and extending 
the twinning experience for the mutual benefit of students and teachers alike. Another 
secondary school in Künzelsau is considering the possibility of linking with a partner 
school in Limerick and this is a matter to be examined further. 



Official welcome dinner was held at “Ingelfinger Fass”: 

 
Dr. Matthias Neth, District Administrator of the Hohenlohe Region, Councillor Kevin 
Sheahan, the Mayor of the City and County of Limerick, and Josephine Cotter Coughlan, 
Director of Services, addressed the people in attendance at the welcome dinner to encourage 
the development of new relationships which would foster and promote tourism, as well as 
economic and cultural links between the Hohenlohe Region and Limerick. 

 
 

9
th

 April 2015 – Stuttgart; 
 

The delegation travelled to Stuttgart, Capital City of the State of Baden-Württemberg and 
were accompanied by Thomas Fohl, Mayor of Bretzfeld, and Torsten Kunkel, Mayor of 
Pfedelbach. The Stuttgart itinerary involved:  
 

• A short guided tour of the City. 
• Visit to the Trade Fair Grounds with particular emphasis on the Hohenlohe stand. 

 
 

10
th

 April 2015 - Hohenlohe Day: 
 

On Friday the group travelled to Öhringen, which is the largest town in Hohenlohe County 
(pop. Over 23,000).   The delegation was accompanied by Thilo Michler, Mayor of Öhringen, 
and Markus Knobel, Mayor of Waldenburg. The programme on Friday involved: 
 

• A visit to the site of the State Horticultural Show Öhringen 2016.  
 

• Following the visit to Öhringen the delegates departed for Waldenburg for a tour of 
the town.  
 

• The group departed Waldenburg for Neuenstein where they had a guided tour of 
Neuenstein. 
 
 

During the visit, various meetings & discussions were held on the financing, form and 
functions of Local Government in the twinning regions of Limerick and Hohenlohe. 
Discussions took place on the challenges facing Local Government and how exchange of 
experiences could be useful. Hohenlohe is currently restructuring its health services and 
making decisions on what services are provided in each of its hospitals and the development 
of a Centre of Excellence in one of the hospitals.  The possibility of further exchanges to help 
develop greater linkages between both regions was also discussed. 
 
 
Mayor Kevin Sheahan agreed to prepare a new Draft Partnership Agreement for consideration 
by the two authorities to foster and promote tourism, as well as economic development and 
cultural links between the Hohenlohe region and the Limerick region going forward. 
 
 
Josephine Cotter-Coughlan           Cllr. Kevin Sheahan 
Director of Services for     Mayor of the City & County of Limerick  
Community Leisure & Emergency Services 



Report on Visit to Boston for July Meeting 

Re:  Official Visit to Boston – 25th to 28th May 2015 

 

Tuesday, 26th May 2015   

Councillor Kevin Sheahan, Mayor of the City and County of Limerick and Ms. 
Josephine Cotter Coughlan, Director of Services, attended Friends of 
University of Limerick event, which was hosted by the Consul General, 
Breandán Ó Caollai, at the Boston Consulate and met with Minister Jan 
O’Sullivan, and Paul McCutcheon, Vice President Academic and Registrar, 
University of Limerick.  The delegates in attendance at the Conference were 
advised of the purpose of the visit of the Mayor of Limerick City and County.   

 

Wednesday, 27th May 2015 

A meeting was held in the office of the Mayor of the City of Boston to discuss 
the development of a Twinning Agreement between the two authorities and 
the potential for linkages between Limerick and Boston in the areas of 
business promotion and tourism development.  These matters will require 
further consideration by both authorities and the development of a formal 
discussion document in relation to the potential twinning opportunities.  

 

Thursday, 28th May 2015   

The Mayor and Ms. Josephine Cotter Coughlan visited the offices of Analog 
Devices and met with senior personnel, to acknowledge the huge investment 
by Analog Devices in Limerick and the ongoing development in this area, 
which is a tremendous boost to both the city and county and the region in 
general.  Mayor Sheahan presented Mr. Dick Meaney, Senior Vice President 
with a plaque to mark the occasion. 

 

Josephine Cotter Coughlan    Cllr. Kevin Sheahan 

Director of Services for     Mayor of Limerick City & County 

Community, Leisure & Emergency Services 




