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Broadford’s Golden Mile 
 

Broadford’s mile is located approximately 3km south of the village, just north of the Gleann 

na gCapall crossroads on the L70191.   It starts in the townland of  Boola  (approximate grid 

reference 534561 ,618699), and ends in the town land of Farrihy (approximate grid reference 

534540, 6200025)¹ , at the junction between the L7019 and L7018.  This mile is part of the 

Mullaghareirk Trails which attracts many walkers the area.  The walk is a tarmac 4m wide 

carriage with little vehicular traffic.  It is flat but does progress into an incline which tapers as 

you come to the end of your mile.  The incline is somewhat compensated for by the lovely 

rural view as you look west across the hill towards Knocktosh, and to the low lands toward 

Newcastle West.  Generally the alignment of the road is straight affording a good view in 

terms of visibility and road safety.  The roadside boundaries consist of mature hedgerow, 

ditches and grass verge and field entrances are generally in good order. 

  

Looking at the OSI maps for this road you see that the 6 inch historical maps dating from 1829 

– 1841 do not indicate any houses long this road and the alignment of the road is straight in 

Farrihy without the bends in the road we see today towards the end of the mile.  By the time 

of the preparation of the historical 25 inch maps (1897 -1913) one finds a farmstead in Boola, 

a lime kiln and a gravel pit, and the alignment of the road at Farrihy is no longer straight².     

  

This walk takes you along diverse road side boundaries with native hedgerows, with mature 

tree canopies, and grass ditches and verges which are essential wildlife corridors for 

mammals, invertebrates and birds alike.  From ground level to the canopy of the hedgerows 

you will find, beetles, woodlice, invertebrates, spiders and other insects, field mice, shrews, 

and birds such as blackbirds, thrushes, tits, robins, and finches.  Butterflies, and bees seek the 

nectar of flowers by the roadside.  At night the kestrel and the occasional barn owl hunt 

along the grass verge of the hedgerow.  Thus, hedgerows are the necessary links between 

burrows and feeding sites.  

  

  

  

Useful links: 

www.hedgelayers.ie 

www.invasivespecies.ie 

www.biodiversityirleand.ie 

www.nativewoodlandtrust.ie 

www.wildflowersofireland.ie 

www.heritagecouncil.ie 

www.limerick.ie 

www.maps.osi.ie 

  

  

  

  

¹ www.maps.osi.ie 

² Refer to the Record of Monuments and Places under the National Monuments 

(Amendment) Act 1994 – www.archaeology.ie 

 


