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Why are Alien Invasives a Problem?

“Invasive non-native plant and animal species are the second

greatest threat to biodiversity worldwide after habitat
destruction.”

www.invasivespecies ireland.com



Background to the App

Trip to Ballinderry Rivers Trust in July 2015



Giant Hogweed

This plant is found on the banks of
the Loobagh from Ballingaddy
downstream




Japanese Knotweed




Himalayan Balsam
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National Biodiversity Data Centre
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Biodiversity Data
Capture App

Very good app,
Covers all invasives
(plant and animal)
but requires quite a
lot of data to be
submitted: eg
habitat type,
townland name etc.
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Glant Hogweed (Heracleum Mantegazzianum) ’

Available on the

Giant hogweed is a tall (usually 3 - 5m), biennial or perennial
herbaceous plant with several hundred small white flowers in A
large umbrella-like flower heads up to S00mm across. Stems p p 0 r e
are green with dark-red or purple blotches and are hollow;

they can be up to 100mm in diameter. Leaves are dark green

in colour and grow in a rosette formation. They are jagged in

appearance and spiky are the ends. Lower leaves can be up to

1.5m long. Giant hogweed looks like very large cow parsiey,

with a pale, swollen rootstock. It produces 20-50,000 viable

seeds a year, which are penny sized and paper thin.

Spreads solely by seeds, mainly through deliberate
Japanese Knotweed Winter Heliotrope planting,wind dispersal and in water courses.

Warning: contact with any part of this plant must be avoided
as even minute amounts of sap can cause blistering of the
skin following exposure to sunlight. This plant should not be
touched without protective clothing.
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Giant Hogweed (Heracl... Himalayan Balsam (Imp...

Itis easy to report an
invasive plant

There are 4 quick steps to
complete

Thank you for your time in
making this report
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Limerick
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2.Add Photo
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Thank you for your time in
making this report
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3. Notes(Optional)

Please provide an estimation of the size of
the area covered by invasives
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Thank you for your time in
making this report
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4.Your Details (Optional)
Name Anne goggin
Mobile 0876675076
Email Anne.goggin@limerick.ie

Are you the Landowner? D Remember Me D
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Thank you for your time in
making this report
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Where to from here?

Figure out the extent of the
problem

Develop a strategy for control
depending on location and
invasive type

No one agency or organisation ‘
can solve this problem on its owng ¢

Everybody needs to get involved Balsam Bashing in Bollin
to the extent that they can River Catchment UK



