
english town

“Lotta stories in this town. This old, bold, cold town. 
This big town. This pig town… This gets up under your 
skin town...Fill you with wonder town...This quare, 
rare, my ho-o-ome is there town. Full of life town.”  
Mike Finn (Pigtown, 1999)

EXPLORE
ENGLISHTOWN

Limerick’s medieval city,  
and the fights that took place in 
her.

Daily Thursday – Sunday at 
11am

Walk Limerick’s story with us – the city where the English ruled, where 
the Irish resisted, where the tide turned and the modern city grew. 
We’ll bring you through the castles and graveyards, the cathedrals 
and market squares. We’ll tell you about murders, rebellions and 
victories, about battles, loves and losses. 

We’ll open up today’s streets, bridges and urban art, introduce you 
to the city’s quirks, secrets and personalities. After it all, we’ll swop 
stories and gossip over coffee and lunch in award-winning, traditional 
restaurants. 

Meet you at the Castle. And bring an umbrella, it rains a little  
round here...

PIGTOWN 
walks

EXPLORE 
IRISHTOWN 

Limerick beyond the walls,  
and from where they won the 
city back.

Daily Thursday – Sunday at 
2pm

irish town

“This is the oddest place of which nobody in any other 
part of Irelnd seems to know anything Nobody could 
answer a single question we asked about it. There is 
no large room, and I read in the Theatre – a charming 
Theatre. The best I ever saw, to see and hear in. Arthur 
says that when he opened the doors last night, there 
was a rush of three Ducks! We expect a Pig to-night.“ 
Charles Dickens, A Letter from the Limerick 
Royal Hotel, 1858
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ENGLISH TOWN IRISH TOWN

This is the oldest section of Medieval Limerick, built on King’s 
Island and surrounded by the Shannon and Abbey Rivers. The walls 
of Englishtown were built during the 12th & 13th centuries, and 
this area is therefor steeped in history and many landmarks from 
the time are still in existence, the best preserved being King John’s 
Castle (1210) and St. Mary’s Cathedral (1168).

The Norman leaders at the time did not like the fact that their people 
were adopting the Irish customs and fashions. Thus, the native Irish 
were expelled from the city and formed a settlement on the southern 
bank of the Abbey River known as Irishtown. The walling of the city 
started in 1310, but it was 1495 before it was completed.

INFORMATION

Pigtown Walks are hosted by 
Limerick Civic Trust  
and supported by Fáilte 
Ireland. 

The Englishtown Walk takes 
place Thursday – Sunday 
inclusive at 11am, gathering 
at King John’s Castle.

The Irishtown Walk takes 
place Thursday – Sunday 
inclusive at 2pm, gathering 
at King John’s Castle. 

“An indisputable fact: our towns are sexed. Look around you. 
It’s easy enough tell one from the other. Foley’s town, for 
example, is most certainly a woman — just take in the salt of 
her estuarine air — but she’s not a notably well-mannered or 
delicate woman. She is in fact a belligerent old bitch.” 
Kevin Barry, There Are Little Kingdoms

TICKET PRICES

Adult: 	 €10.00
Concession: 	 €6.00 (Over 60/Under 16)
Family: 	 €25.00 (2adults and 2children)

Group rates are also available. 
Please contact us for details of discounts 
offered to groups. 

Tours are free for all full members of Limerick Civic Trust.
 
Bishops’ Palace,
Church Street,
King’s Island,
Limerick, Ireland.
Phone: +353 (0)61 313 399
Fax: +353 (0)61 315 513
Email: info@limerickcivictrust.ie

1.	 King John’s Castle
2.	 The 40 Shillings Alms
3.	 Gerald Griffin
4.	 Potato Market
5.	 Sylvester O’Halloran Bridge
6.	 The Hunt Museum
7.	 Mathew Bridge
8.	 The Coleen Bawn
9.	 The Old City Courthouse
10.	 St. Mary’s Cathedral 

	 Coffee break The Locke 
 

11.	 Barrington’s Hospital
12.	 Baal’s Bridge
13.	 The Tholsel
14.	 Bourke’s House
15.	 Fanning’s Castle
16.	 City Art: Smug,  

Fikos & Maser
17.	 The Bishop’s Palace
18.	 Villiers Alms House
19.	 Englishtown Walls
20.	Thomond Bridge  

(& Limerick Soviet)
21.	 Treaty Stone 

	 Cross the river for lunch 	
	 The Curragower & The 		
	 Treaty Stone

1.	 King John’s Castle
2.	 Gerald Griffin
3.	 Potato Market
4.	 Sylvester O’Halloran Bridge
5.	 The Hunt Museum
6.	 City Art: Church of Best Eva, 

Sek 2
7.	 The Granary
8.	 St. Michael’s Churchyard
9.	 Mungretgate
10.	 The Milk Market 

	 Coffee break Nancy Blake’s 
 
 

11.	 John’s Square
12.	 John’s Church
13.	 St. John’s Cathedral
14.	 The Citadel
15.	 John’s Gate
16.	 Irishtown Walls
17.	 Stoney Thursday Corner
18.	 Baal’s Bridge 

	 Coffee break The Locke

PIGTOWN 
walks

Each walk takes 1.5 – 2 
hours, depending how long 
we settle for coffee in the 
middle.

Tickets for Pigtown 
Walks are available from 
the Limerick Civic Trust 
office

ENGLISHTOWN 
IRISHTOWN
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