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Independent Ireland was born
in the Easter Rising and the
1916 Proclamation is its birth
certificate. The Rising set in
motion the series of events
that resulted in the creation of
the Irish Free State in 1922 and
the declaration of an Irish
Republic in 1949. The story of
this great national drama has
often been told elsewhere. The
story of the major role that
Limerick played in 1916 is told
in these pages. 

£££££

Limerick had a much more
important role in the Rising
than is often realised. The orig-
inal plans envisaged the city
and county playing a central
role in both the fighting and
the distribution of the German
arms shipment. Limerick had a

vibrant republican tradition
represented by the veteran
Fenian John Daly and his
large, warm but formidable
family of eight nieces and one
nephew. Before 1916, the
Dalys played a major part in
promoting and funding repub-
licanism, without which the
Rising might never have been
possible. Of the six major rebel
strongholds in Dublin, one was
commanded by a Limerick city
man, Ned Daly and another by
Eamon de Valera,  who grew
up in County Limerick.
Another County Limerick man,
Con Colbert from Athea comm-
anded one of the lesser rebel
strongholds. Many other
Limerick people fought in the
Rising and their contribution is
highlighted in this book. Two

of the fifteen leaders executed
in the aftermath were Limer-
ick men; Ned Daly and Con
Colbert.

Irish nationalism was part of
an international movement
that swept all of Europe,
affecting numerous nations
such as  the Finns, Poles,
Czechs, Croats and Ukrainians.
Although situated on the West-
ern edge of Europe, Limerick
was very much swept up in
this great revival of the conti-
nent’s submerged peoples.

This book paints a portrait of
Limerick in 1916, a dynamic
place, situated in a fast-chang-
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ing world. Modern inventions
such as the motor car, electric
light, radio, the aeroplane,
cinema, plastic, even the zip-
fastener had only recently
appeared. Education had
spread to all sections of soci-
ety. The local newspapers were
full of the First World War, and
everyone knew someone fight-
ing. While some sections of the
community were prospering,
the poor were suffering from
wartime high prices and short-
ages. Even women’s clothes
were taking on their modern
form. 

W B Yeats wrote of the Rising
leaders that: 

‘they dreamed and are
dead’
Many others also dreamed and
a lot died at this time in the
nation’s history: the Irish
Volunteers who fought the
British Empire on the streets
of Dublin; the thousands of
Irish who fought in the armed
forces of Britain and other
allied armies in the Great War;
the RIC constables who found
themselves transformed from
everyday policemen to hate
figures;  those who manned
the home front in the factory,
the farm, the schoolroom and
the workshop. 

All of them are remembered in
this book, as in remembering
them we commemorate them.
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