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The content of this annual Monitoring Report evaluates indicators under the key theme, Housing
and the Physical Environment, from February 2014 to February 2015.
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The Limerick Regeneration Framework Plan (LRFIP) was adopted by the elected members of
Limerick City Council in February 2014. The overarching objective of the LRFIP is encapsulated in
its vision statement:
“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a good quality of
life, a decent home and a sense pride about their place. Well serviced and attractive
neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully integrated with the social, economic and
cultural life of Limerick.”

Section 1.3 of Volume 3 of the adopted LRFIP relates to the Monitoring of the Regeneration
Programme with key performance indicators highlighted.
There is a commitment by the Office of Regeneration that monitoring of the programme is carried
out on an annual basis. One year on, from the formal adoption of the Plan, a Monitoring Report has
been prepared on the activities over the past year. The main aim of the Limerick Regeneration
Programme is to narrow the gap between the four designated regeneration areas and the rest of
the city and country by improving the outcomes for people living in Moyross, St. Mary’s Park,
Ballinacurra Weston and Southill.
The Monitoring Programme is designed to achieve the holistic improvement of the regeneration
areas by improving outcomes across 7 key themes as follows:
• 3 ‘place-related’ themes: Housing and Physical Environment, Crime and Community Safety,
Community;
• 4 ‘people-related’ themes: Employment and Enterprise, Health, Families and Youth at Risk and
Education.
An overall evaluation study of the Limerick Regeneration Programme 2007-2010 was carried out by
Dr. Eileen Humphreys in 2012. A new phase of evaluation is now underway and provides an

unprecedented opportunity to analyse and address key issues which have impacted on the
regeneration areas in recent years. The evaluation of the Monitoring Programme is structured
around 4 key work strands, with indicative commencement dates as follows:

WORK STRAND

DETAIL

WHEN

Work Strand 1:

Monitoring Data: Local Data from Social
Intervention Grants/other partnerships:
2015

Commence 2015/Update
2016

Work Strand 2:

Administrative Data: yearly/quarterly
(depending on indicator): 2015/2016.

Commence 2015/Update
2016

Work Strand 3:

Household survey: 2016 in regeneration
areas, in other areas where populations
relocated from the regeneration areas and
in average areas of the city (comparator
areas)
Programme wide analysis - the full
evaluation of outputs: 2016/2017
incorporating data from the published 2016
Census

Commence 2016

Work Strand 4:

Commence 2016

The format of this Monitoring Report aims to evaluate one of the key themes listed above: Housing
and the Physical Environment, providing an insight into the progress that has been made in
achieving specific objectives as set out in the LRFIP, under key Work Strand 2.
This report provides an early 2015 snapshot of currently available ‘change data’ to understand and
explain what changes have occurred in the regeneration areas over the past year. This report draws
on two main data sources: internally held administrative data collated by Limerick City and County
Council and secondary data such as reports and business plans of various agencies/government
bodies.
It is not possible to provide any overarching assessment of the real scale of area wide change until
longitudinal individual level data is analysed. This overarching assessment will commence in 2016 as
part of Work Strands 3 and 4. Nevertheless, data will be inputted as part of this report, where
available, to establish key trends emerging and progress made.

The Limerick Regeneration Monitoring Report assesses the performance of the Limerick
Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan (LRFIP) policies. It also reports on key milestones
achieved since the adoption of the LRFIP in February 2014. The Monitoring Report is a key feedback
tool identifying how policies are performing and it also provides a robust basis to inform any future
revisions to policies or their implementation.

This Monitoring Report covers the year ending 31 December 2014. Information prior to 2014 and
beyond (up to February 2015) is included where it helps to provide a more complete picture of
indicator performance and project delivery. The next update will be made available in February
2016.

The Monitoring Report is set out in 3 sections, as follows:
Section 1:
Introduces the Monitoring Report;
Section 2:
Sets out performance outcomes of the Housing and Physical Environment theme;
Section 3:
Summarises the main key findings and future recommendations for monitoring (e.g.
more robust evidence base carried out periodically for particular indicators – e.g., vacancy
rates/employment land studies).

The Monitoring Report is a means of publicising the achievements and progress of the LRFIP. This
report is of importance to anyone who has an interest in planning and regeneration in Limerick city.
The local community can use the Monitoring Report to see how the LRFIP is performing and how it
will improve its performance in the future. The report can help communities to understand the
impact of their own engagement in the process, and can also be a useful tool to communities to
engage in future policy making and helping them understand where plans sit in the whole context
of a particular area. The wider City and County Council can also use this Monitoring Report to help
inform their strategic plans and provide an overall view of the performance of the service.

The Executive Summary sets out analysis of the key issues relating to the performance of the Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan
indicators for the year 2014/15 identifying indicators which are:
• Performing well;
• Under performing;
• Where there is no data available/monitoring to be developed.
A summary table of the key information from each of the indicators is set out below:
PERFORMANCE
DETAILS

SYMBOL

Performing Well

Objective being met

☺

Underperforming

Objective not being met - No sign of improvement compared to the baseline

☹

No data available Monitoring to be
developed

Monitoring framework needs to be developed to assess objective

MONITORING
INDICATOR

DESCRIPTION

ACTIVITIES TO DATE FROM BASELINE

PAGE

PERFORMANCE

3.1

Increased house prices

1

☹

3.2

Improved satisfaction with services
and facilities
Improved environment and levels of
satisfaction with environment
Increased new residential
development within a sustainable
catchment of services and facilities
(800m -10 minutes walk)

Generally within the regeneration are areas, house price sales are stagnant or decreasing in value which
indicate a low demand at present.
This indicator is qualitative in nature and will be assessed as part of the Household Survey which will be
undertaken in 2016.
This indicator is qualitative in nature and will be assessed as part of the Household Survey which will be
undertaken in 2016.
Considerable progress has been made on the objective to promote increased residential development
(new-build and refurbishment) within a suitable catchment of services and facilities.
12 new build projects, 19 thermal upgrade projects and 9 refurbishment contracts with approval
progressed in 2014/2015.

3

☺

Increased retail, office and community related uses equates to a net gain of 22729m2 permitted (not
commenced) floorspace since measurement against baseline data for 2013 (5165m2).

8

☺

Monitoring framework needs to be developed to assess objective as no baseline data was collated prior
to 2014. Information currently being recorded relate to number of operating businesses and the number
of units available for lease/sale (currently unoccupied).
Level of vacant non-residential floorspace in regeneration areas (as at January 2015) equates to
11409m2.

12

3.3
3.4

3.5

3.6

Increased rate of completed retail,
office, residential and community
related uses in regeneration areas
Decreased level of vacant
floorspace/residential units in
regeneration areas

3
3

3.7

Increased rate of ground floor active
frontage

3.8

Increased number of retail uses
within designated District and Local
Centres
Increased community and healthcare
uses
Increased level of functional active
and passive public open space within
800m (10 minutes walk) of
regeneration areas
Increased level of active play
facilities for those under the age of
15 within 800m (10 minutes walk) of
regeneration area
Increased number of the number of
smaller scale sites progressed for
replacement housing rather than
large scale housing projects (i.e.
schemes <35 units) to ensure
balanced, incremental development.
Increased level of reused existing
buildings

3.9
3.10

3.11

3.12

3.13

3.14

3.15

3.16

3.17

Increased number of connections
from the regeneration areas to the
wider community
Increased level of diverse and high
quality architectural design
Increased number of higher density
developments (>50 units per hectare)
at local and district centres subject
to good urban design principles
Increased number of medium density
developments (35-50 units per
hectare) within residential zones of
the regeneration areas

Considerable progress has been made to ensure a Grade A status on all replacement housing schemes.1
replacement housing scheme achieved Grade A status in 2013 with a further 10 schemes for replacement
homes are achieving Grade A status in 2014/2015.
No significant expansion of uses in District and Local Centres. Watch House Cross and Roxboro Shopping
Centre have a high vacancy rate and appears to be in need of revitalization.

16

☺

17

☹

The only healthcare related activities recorded in 2014/2015 relate to Ballincurra Weston. Increased
healthcare uses equate to a net gain of 2428m2 permitted (not commenced) floorspace.
Considerable progress has been made in 2014/2015 to increase the level of functional open space. Total
reconfigured Public Open Space being developed equates to 78,000m2 at present.

19

☺

21

☺

To date, in Moyross, a local play area (1900m2) at Cosgrave Park will be delivered as part of the 50 unit
Cosgrave Park scheme, which was submitted as a Part 8 planning permission in February 2015. In
Southill, a local play area at Galtee view will be delivered as part of the Churchfield scheme (1500m2),
which is currently at Part 8 planning public display stage.

26

☺

All schemes being planned for replacement housing are achieving <35 units. Where schemes are over 35
units, provisions will be made for a phased handover from the contractor to ensure a managed and
phased allocation process for prospective tenants.

28

☺

Significant progress (approximately 12 projects) has been made over the past year in returning buildings
to productive use through the development of initial preliminary Capital Appraisals to appointing
contractors for refurbishment works.
Significant progress (approximately 27 projects) has been made over the past year in increasing
connections to the wider community.

31

☺

34

☺

The replacement housing schemes being developed in the regeneration areas are currently meeting a
target of 1 award per year for their design and ingenuity. It is the intention that this trend increases as
more schemes are delivered over the coming years.
In Moyross, schemes planned immediately adjacent to Watch House Cross are achieving site densities
higher than 50 units per hectare. Similarly, schemes at St. Mary’s Park and King’s Island are reaching
sustainable densities. City centre schemes at Vizes Court Phase 2 and Lord Edward Street are reaching a
suitable density in excess of 60 units per hectare given their city centre locations.
Within the residential zones of the regeneration areas, there are 11 planned schemes (priority schemes
for replacement housing) with DoECLG approvals that have a density level between 35-50 units per
hectare.

39

☺

41

☺

43

☺

3.18

3.19

Increased use of public
transport/walking and cycling
(proposed to insert new parameters
highlighted in italic)
Increased delivery of cycleways/cycle
lanes

3.20

Decreased level of level of carbon
dioxide emissions

3.21

Increased level of use of SUDS

3.22

Decreased level of domestic water
consumption (litres/day/household)
Decreased level of water leakage
rates

3.23

3.24

Decreased level of household waste

3.25

Increased level of household waste
recycled
Improved housing quality / resident
satisfaction with accommodation
Increased mix of dwellings by tenure
(owner-occupied, local authority
tenanted, voluntary etc.)
Decreased level of dwellings that are
vacant

3.26
3.27

3.28

3.29
3.30

Decreased level of dwellings that are
difficult to let
Decreased level of the number of
local authority and private dwellings
in the regeneration areas that fall
below the BER rating 'C'

Progress continues to be made in terms of sustainable transport. Key investment in the delivery of
projects (capital and educational investment) for walking and cycling, along with other public transport
improvements, as part of the Limerick Smarter Travel Schools Project and investment in improved
placemaking as part of the Limerick Regeneration Programme, are helping to achieve a modal shift.
A total length of 1170m (585m x 2) of cycle lanes will be delivered as part of the replacement housing
schemes at Churchfield Southill and Cosgrave Park, Moyross. Thomond Weir is currently at pre-feasibility
stage and proposes to deliver a total length of 760m (380m x 2) of cycle lanes.
An analysis was undertaken related to the thermal upgrade programme for 2014/2015 to establish the
projected annual carbon savings secured. The total carbon dioxide savings sees a reduction of
approximately 42%.
In 2012, 1 scheme at Colivet Drive Southill was granted Part 8 planning permission with SUDS features
integral to the drainage system. A further 2 schemes at Churchfield, Southill and Cosgrave Park, Moyross
are at Part 8 Planning application stage. The scheme at Cosgrave Park has attenuation tanks proposed as
part of its drainage system which has been designed to collect surface water from Cliona Park Phase 1,
the gap site and Cliona Park Phase 2.
Monitoring framework needs to be developed to assess objective as no baseline data was collated prior
to 2014.
Limerick City and County Council estimates a high level of water leakage within St Mary’s Park. As at
February 2015, Irish Water anticipates a site start date for the Lead Replacement Programme late
May/early June for this work with the works to be complete within 3 months. Expected completion date
therefore is September 2015.
Monitoring framework needs to be developed to assess objective as no baseline data was collated prior
to 2014.
Monitoring framework needs to be developed to assess objective as no baseline data was collated prior
to 2014.
This indicator is qualitative in nature and will be assessed as part of the Household Survey which will be
undertaken in 2016.
Considerable progress has been made from 2011 to date in rebalancing the tenure mix of the
regeneration areas.

46

☺

52

☺

54

☺

55

☺

59

☺

From 2012 to 2014 there is a clear trend emerging with an overall reduction in void properties within the
overall housing stock. This is in part due to the demolition strategy gaining momentum but also a return
to occupation of void properties.
This indicator is linked to indicators 3.13 and 3.28.

61

☺

63

☺

In summary, the area-wide refurbishment project which seeks the upgrade to BER C1 of approximately
1500 units over a 5-year period is on-target with approximately 39% (580 units) of the overall units
having commenced by December 2015.

63

☺

57
57

☺

58
59
59

3.31
3.32

3.33

3.34

3.35

3.36

Increased level of energy efficiency
rating of homes
Increased level of the number of
specialist units (elderly housing,
single person units) to meet existing
and future demographics of the
regeneration areas
Increased level of the number of
unoccupied dwellings in the
regeneration areas that are brought
back to residential use
Increased level of enhancement to
areas of high landscape value e.g. by
the River Shannon and Abbey River

This indicator is linked to 3.30 above. By December 2015 approximately 531 units across the four
regeneration areas will be complete and thermally upgraded to a BER rating of C1.
In Southill and Moyross, based on the CSO data, there appears to be an overprovision of 3 bed units.
However this will be recalibrated with new housing schemes that have not had a unit mix determined as
yet and also to match local requirements as they emerge. Similarly, in St. Mary’s Park, there is an over
provision of 2 bed units. This again will be recalibrated, if required, with new housing schemes as they
advance to design development stage to meet local need.
A total of 65 long term voids have been identified over the 12 months for full refurbishment. 27 of these
were completed in 2014. The remainder are nearing completion.

68

70

☺

Considerable progress to areas of high landscape value by the River Shannon and Abbey River
are in train with significant projects such as St. Mary’s Park Remediation Project and King’s Island Flood
Defence Scheme.

74

☺

Increased level of the protection of
individual natural features as part of
development proposals
Increased level of areas using native
or seed/fruit species

Appropriate Assessment screening statements are produced for all Part 8 planning application
schemes. No schemes proposed to date have resulted in adverse effects on designated sites.

75

☺

In line with the Design and Public Realm Code for the regeneration areas, an emphasis is placed on an
increased level of native and seed/fruit species as part of landscape plans in an effort to increase the
biodiversity and landscape value in all replacement housing schemes.
Progress has been made over the past year in increasing biodiversity levels as part of landscape plans for
replacement housing schemes and also are specific environmental improvement schemes. The Design
and Public Realm Code Checklist will ensure that the public realm and built form does not compromise
the environmental amenity of the regeneration areas.
LCCC and the Office of Regeneration are managing all its heritage assets whether statutorily protected
or not. Progress over the past year has developed in relation to the development of two management
plans and eight significant projects ensuring protection of the entire City’s heritage of special historic,
archaeological, architectural or artistic interest.

77

☺

77

☺

80

☺

3.37

Net gain in biodiversity

3.38

Decreased level of vacant and
derelict Protected Structures within
the regeneration areas.

☺

68

There are 37 indicators under this theme for analysis of the key objectives of the LRFIP. For each of
the indicators, the report sets out the:
Policy Background: information is given on the indicator and how it relates to the relevant
objectives of the LRFIP and other policy documentation prepared by the Office of Regeneration;
Baseline: Setting out relevant statistical data for period prior to 2014;
Activities to Date: Setting out relevant statistical data for period 2014 and up to February 2015
where applicable;
Comment on Progress: Setting out a statement on likely future data trends, relevance of the
indicator and issues to be considered in relation to the review of the objective. As part of the
Executive Summary to this document relating to Housing and Physical Environment an analysis is
undertaken of the indicators that are performing well, underperforming or a revised monitoring
structure to be developed.
Data Sources: A list of sources of information.

This indicator is primarily measured by (sales price agreed) and transaction numbers per year.
Background (under lined emphasis our own):
LRFIP Vision Statement
“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where
people of all ages enjoy a good quality-of life, a decent home
and a sense of pride about their place. Well-serviced and
attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and
fully integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of
Limerick."
LRFIP Strategic Objective
2.3.1 Build a Strong Competitive Economy
2.3.2 Promoting Healthy Communities
Baseline:
Year
2012 (March)
2012 (November)
2013
Number of Transactions (2012):

MOYROSS
Address
Cliona Park 3-bed house
Cliona Park 3-bed house
No sales recorded
2

Sale Price (€)
6,500
16,500

ST.MARY’S PARK
Year
2010 (May)
2010 (June)

Address
129 St. Munchins Street
66 Oliver Plunkett Street

2012 (November)
67 St. Munchin Street
2013 (December)
St. Munchins Street
Number of Transactions (2010 - 2013): 4

Sale Price (€)
12,697
13,000
10,000
110,000

BALLINACURRA WESTON
Year
Address
2010 (March)
7 Crecora Avenue
2010(March)
36 Hyde Avenue
2010 (October)
96 Hyde Avenue
2010 (December)
14 Beechgrove
2012 (July)
68 Lenihan Ave
2012 (August)
60 Lenihan Ave
2013 (October)
16 Hyde Ave
Number of Transactions (2010-2013): 7

Sale Price (€)
20,000
25,000
55,000
41,000
6,500
20,000
7,000

SOUTHILL
Year
Address
2010 (June)
149 Lawnway Carew Park
2010 (September):
12 Lilac Court Keyes Park
2010:
59 Ash Avenue
2011 (May):
17 Rose Court Keyes Park
2012 (February)
314 Larkin Drive, O'Malley Park
2012:
30 Rose Court
2012 (February)
15 Markievicz Drive, Kincora Park
2012 (December)
100 Star Court Carew Park
2013 (January):
6 Markievicz Drive Kincora Park,
2013 (October):
80 Star Court John Carew Park
Number of Transactions (2010-2013): 10

Sale Price(€)
48,000
30,000
30,000
45,000
10,000
8,000
15,000
16,500
15,000
10,000

Activities to Date:
MOYROSS
Address
Sarsfield Gardens
Dalgaish Park
Typical asking price for 3-bed house in Cliona
Park
Number of Transactions (2014): 2
Year
2014 (January)
2014 (February)
2015

Sale Price(€)
30,000
15,000
25,000 as advertised on
Daft.ie (06 January 2015)

ST.MARY’S PARK
Year
2014 (August)

Address
114 Oliver Plunkett Street, St. Mary's Park

Sale Price
12,000

Number of Transactions (2014): 1
BALLINACURRA WESTON
Address
39 Hyde Avenue
73 Byrne Ave
Typical asking price for 2-bed house in Clarina
Ave as advertised on Daft.ie (06 January 2015)
Number of Transactions (2014): 2
Year
2014 (April)
2014 (April)
2015

Sale Price
10,000
8,000
60,000

SOUTHILL
Year
Address
Sale Price
2014 (June):
27 Maigue Way, John Carew Park
30,000

2015: Typical asking price for 3-bed house in Maigue Way = 80,000 as advertised on Daft.ie (06
January 2015)

Typical asking price for 3-bed house in Markievicz Drive = 55,000 as advertised on Daft.ie (06
January 2015)

Number of Transactions (2014): 1

Comment on Progress:
Property prices can be viewed as an indicator of accommodation and neighborhood demand.
Increasing house prices in the regeneration areas would imply that accommodation, the physical
environment or other factors such as crime have improved. Similarly, stagnant or decreasing house
prices would indicate a low demand. The key priorities for the regeneration areas in the shortmedium term are targeted environmental improvements, demolition and new build where
appropriate and continuing the area-wide refurbishment programme in an effort to provide safe
and sustainable communities thereby improving demand and ultimately increasing property values.

It should be noted that there are possible weaknesses to the use of this indicator. Property prices
are only applied to the owner-occupied sector, which is a small part of the housing market in some
of the regeneration areas. In spite of these weaknesses, this indicator does add to the analysis of
the impact of regeneration to date, but caution is advised in interpreting the results until a broader
evidence base is collated with comparison to Limerick city and national figures over the coming
years. It should be noted that the housing market in the regeneration areas is not heterogeneous
and that market segmentation does occur with different sub-estates having different house values,
depending on their location.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the tracking of house prices is to acquire the relevant data on a
quarterly basis. Furthermore, the recent restrictions of mortgage availability (February 2015) may
see lower sales volumes in the next year and this will need to be analyzed as part of the overall
final evaluation report to commence in 2016.Linkages to other themes will be investigated as
part of this evaluation.
Analysis also needs to be collected of residents who wish to ‘stay-put’ and purchase properties on
the private market thus helping to sustain demand within the regeneration areas and positively
contributing to housing market and tenure change. It will be valuable to revisit trends in property
prices as the programme unfolds over the coming years. It would not be surprising in the longer run
if price increases rose as a result of physical interventions and in particular as housing
redevelopment schemes bring more owner-occupied properties on to the market, thereby
increasing tenure mix.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon commitments derived from a variety of
sources:
 Data from Property Services Regulatory Authority;
 Property websites: Daft.ie/MyHome.ie.

This indicator is qualitative in nature and will be assessed as part of the Household Survey which
will be undertaken in 2016.

This indicator is qualitative in nature and will be assessed as part of the Household Survey which
will be undertaken in 2016.

This indicator measures the level of new-build and refurbishment schemes in the regeneration
areas.
Policy Background (under lined emphasis our own):
LRFIP Vision Statement

LRFIP Strategic Objective

LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

Housing Strategy for the
Regeneration Areas (October
2014)

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages
enjoy a good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about
their place. Well-serviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically
connected and fully integrated with the social, economic and cultural life
of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.1 Build a Strong Competitive Economy
2.3.2 Promoting Healthy Communities
2.3.3 Requiring Good Design
e) Compact Development and Density
Moyross: 1. Retain and refurbish existing housing units where possible within
Moyross in tandem with creating new connections with natural surveillance,
functional public open spaces and a more consolidated urban structure
refocussed around the existing community hub and District Centre at Watch
House Cross;
Southill: 2. Retain and refurbish existing housing units where
possible within Kincora, Carew, Keyes and O'Malley Parks in tandem with
creating new connections with natural surveillance, functional public open
spaces and a more consolidated urban structure refocussed around the
existing community hub containing the Church, Southill Area Centre and the
Health Centre;
St.Mary’s Park: 1. Retain and refurbish existing housing units where possible
within St. Mary's Park in tandem with creating new connections with natural
surveillance, functional public open spaces and a more consolidated urban
structure refocussed around the existing St. Mary's Community Centre;
Ballinacurra Weston: Retain and refurbish existing housing units where
possible within Ballinacurra Weston in tandem
with creating new connections with natural surveillance, functional public
open spaces and a more consolidated urban structure refocussed around the
existing Our Lady of Lourdes
Community Centre;
Applicable to all regeneration areas:
2. Promote a higher quality residential built environment, with a greater mix
of units and increased densities, in greenfield/brownfield sites proposed for
replacement housing, in line with Government legislation and guidelines;
2.2 Priority Sites for delivery of replacement housing
3.0 Updated Housing Strategy 2014
4.0 Future Development Sites

Baseline:
In 2013, 34 units were completed at Cliona Park Phase 1. This scheme is located approximately
200m of the main District centre at Watchouse Cross, Moyross.
Activities to Date:
The following approved schemes are located within 500m of the District Centre at Watch House
Cross in Moyross:

Regeneration
Area

Site Name and Location

MOYROSS

Cliona Park gap site
Cliona Park Phase 2
50 units at Cosgrave Park
Cliona Park phase 3
45a and 46a Cliona Park

No. of
Units

New-Build
2
10
50
18
2
Refurbishment
Major Refurbishments
10
Thermal Upgrade Project (Contract 4)
22
Thermal Upgrade Project (Contract 8)
33
Thermal Upgrade Project (Contract 10)

24

Thermal Upgrade Project (Contract 11)

36

Thermal Upgrade Project (Contract 104)

50

Status as at January 2015

At Construction Stage
Completion date of March 2015
Approaching Part 8 Planning application stage
At Inception/Procurement Stage
At Inception/Procurement Stage
Completed
At Construction Stage. Site start October 2014
At Detailed Design Stage. Due on site
February 2015
At Detailed Design Stage. Due on site May
2015
At Detailed Design Stage. Due on site June
2015
Due on site October 2015. Complete
December 2015

The following approved schemes are located within St. Mary’s Park and within 800m of King’s
Island:
Regeneration Area

Site Name and Location

ST. MARY’S PARK

Sheep Street

No. of
Units
New-Build
8

Orchard site

26

Gaol Lane

2

Infill units at St. Mary’s Park

20
Refurbishment
Major Refurbishments
11
Gaol Lane
3
Long Term Voids
6
Thermal Upgrade Project (Contract
10
2A)
Thermal
2B)
Thermal
6)
Thermal
102)
Thermal
106)

Upgrade Project (Contract

15

Upgrade Project (Contract

20

Upgrade Project (Contract

32

Upgrade Project (Contract

30

Status as at January 2015

Part 8 Planning granted. At Detailed Design
Stage
At Design Stage/Approaching Part 8 Planning
Stage
At Design Stage/Approaching Part 8 Planning
Stage
At Preliminary DoECLG Approval Stage
Completed 2014
At Detailed Design Stage
At Construction Stage
At Construction Stage. Commenced November
2014
At Construction Stage. Commenced November
2014
Due on site February 2015. Complete May
2015
Due on site August 2015. Complete October
2015
Due on site December 2015. Complete
February 2016

The following approved schemes (as at 2015) are located within Ballinacurra Weston and within
400m of the Neighbourhood Centre at Punches Cross:
Regeneration
Area
BALLINACURRA
WESTON

Site Name and Location

No. of Status as at January 2015
Units
New-Build
No new-build is proposed in the short-term until environmental improvements, voids are returned
to use and the Thermal Upgrade Contracts are substantially complete. The housing need will be
assessed at this time to determine the number of new build proposals required.
Refurbishment
2
Completed
3
At Construction Stage. Nearing completion

Hyde Road
Weston Gardens
Thermal Upgrade Project
(Contract 5)
Thermal Upgrade Project
(Contract 1)

20

Due to commence February 2015

24

Commenced November 2014. Complete February
2015

Thermal Upgrade Project (Partupgrade Contract 1A)

52

Commenced November 2014. Complete February
2015

Thermal Upgrade Project (Partupgrade Contract 101)
Thermal Upgrade Project
(Contract 105)
Refurbishment of 12 units

52

Due on site July 2015. Complete September 2015.

17

Due to commence in November 2015. Complete
January 2016
Approval to proceed to appointment of Contractor

12

The following approved schemes (as at 2015) are located within 600m of the District Centre at
Roxboro:
Regeneration Area

Site Name and Location

SOUTHILL

Colivet Court
Palm Court
Churchfield
Carew Park

Major Refurbishments
Long Term Voids
Thermal Upgrade Project
3)
Thermal Upgrade Project
7)
Thermal Upgrade Project
9)
Thermal Upgrade Project
103)

No. of
Units
New-Build
35
26
80
37
Refurbishment
4
4
(Contract
25

Status as at January 2015

Completed 2014
At Preliminary DoECLG Approval Stage
Part 8 Planning Stage
DoECLG approved

(Contract

35

Completed 2014
At Construction Stage
At Construction Stage. Expected completion
February 2015
Tender documentation in preparation

(Contract

30

Due commence in May 2015

(Contract

50

Due to commence in September 2015.
Complete November 2015

Comment on Progress:
Considerable progress has been made (12 new-build, 19 thermal upgrades and 9 refurbishment
contracts) on the objective to promote increased residential development (new-build and
refurbishment) within a suitable catchment of services and facilities without compromising the
living environment of the existing community. By increasing the density of the estates, more
efficient use of land can be made as well as contributing to the activity and vitality of the area and

increasing the viability of services and facilities. It should be noted that activities achieved in the
past year relate to housing projects for replacement housing need. No new private residential
developments have taken place in the regeneration areas at this point.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future in the tracking of increased new residential development is to
acquire the relevant data on a quarterly basis which will include private and social housing
projects.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is derived from:
 Planning application schemes approaching Part 8;
 Internal Office of Regeneration databases.

Cliona Park Phase 1, Moyross

Southill Older Persons Accommodation, Southill

The following section refers to non-residential developments and indicates the quantum of
development and the type of development which received a grant of planning permission in
2012/2013. Residential developments are dealt with in indicator 2.4 above.
Policy Background (under lined emphasis our own):
LRFIP Vision Statement

LRFIP Strategic Objective

LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages
enjoy a good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their
place. Well-serviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically
connected and fully integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of
Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.1 Build a Strong Competitive Economy
2.3.2 Promoting Healthy Communities
Moyross: 3. Enhance Watch House Cross as a District Centre in order to fulfil its
role as the commercial and retail hub serving Moyross and the wider area;
4. Expand the footprint of the Moyross Community and Enterprise Centre to
improve the quality and choice of community focused uses available.
6. Reinforce existing Employment & Enterprise Uses at Moyross Enterprise Centre;
9. Promote the redevelopment of the ‘Bays’ site to add additional local capacity
and contributes to the formation of a natural training cluster.
Southill: Road as a District Centre in order to fulfil its role as the commercial and
retail hub serving Southill and the wider area;
6. Expand the footprint of the Southill Area Centre to improve the quality and
choice of community focused uses available;
8. Upgrade the Galvone Industrial Estate as a mixed use, employment generating
area as it currently displays a high level of vacancy, obsolescence and underutilisation, and suffers from a very poor image that makes it difficult to attract

new business and clients;
9. Promote an integrated educational campus with shared facilities in one
location at Roxboro Cross;
15. Promote the Galvone Industrial Estate as a hub for green sector focused
development;
16. Strengthen the opportunities for vocational sports development at 'the
Factory' which currently occupies the existing Fulflex building;
17. Consider the reuse of St. Enda's complex as a focal point for education and
sports related projects;
18. Promote the expansion of a ‘service industry training’ centre at the LEDP
complex which can facilitate programmes to build local capacity for a broad
range of roles in re-emerging businesses, e.g. call centres / hospitality training.
St.Mary’s Park:
1. Promote employment growth in King's Island and St. Mary's Park through the
re-use of underutilised sites, derelict buildings and the upgrading of sites already
in employment uses;
2. Promote the development of key strategic sites within Nicholas Street and
Bridge Street for potential enterprise development attracting further
inward investment;
7. Support the redevelopment of the Opera Centre site, adjacent to King's
Island/St. Mary's Park, which is seen as an economic catalyst for the area, city
and region;
8. Promote the vitality and viability of the city centre by encouraging small scale
shops, financial/ professional services and food and drink uses within King's
Island;
10. Support the provision of an extended multi-use community centre at St.
Mary's Park Community Centre to provide flexible and accessible spaces
adaptable to the communities’ needs.
Ballinacurra Weston:
1. Promote potential enterprise development in Ballinacurra Weston through the
reuse of underutilised sites at the existing local centre, Our Lady of Lourdes
Community Centre and lands associated with the ESB Depot and Adapt House;
2. Upgrade sites at the Local Centre and existing Our Lady of Lourdes Community
Centre for employment uses;
4. Promote the vitality and viability of the Local Centre at Punches Cross by
encouraging small scale shops, financial/ professional services and food and drink
uses;
5. Support the provision of multifunctional spaces at Our Lady of Lourdes
Community Centre to provide flexible and accessible spaces adaptable to
communities’ needs;
6. Support the creation of a community hub at Ballinacurra Weston by developing
stronger relationships with the healthcare and complimentary supporting
facilities. As such, consider the development of a Primary Healthcare Centre at a
vacant site west of the Our Lady of Lourdes Community Centre to meet local
need.

Baseline:
The following table refers to non-residential developments with planning permissions secured from
2012-2013:
Regeneration
Area

Type

Site Name and
Location

Applicant

Quantum of
Development
(m2)

Planning Permission
secured

MOYROSS

Community

Limerick
Youth Service

1149

21 January 2013

ST. MARY’S PARK
AND KING’S
ISLAND

Educational

An
Gaelcholaiste
Luimnigh

461

27 June 2013

SOUTHILL

Community
use/office use

Youth Club Centre
Adjacent to
Thomond Park,
Ballynanty
Change of use
from
restaurant/bar to
education school
use at first floor
of Block B,
George’s Quay
Amalgamation
and change of use
of 2 existing
commercial units
(the former
Steering Wheel)
Southill Junior
School, Roxboro,
Southill
Extension of
existing discount
foodstore by 275
m2
New extension
comprising new
changing rooms
and
refurbishment
works

Limerick City
Council

52.55

16 September 2013

Southill Junior
School

3103.4

14 August 2013

Aldi

275

16 August 2012

Rathbane
Municipal Golf
Course

125

1 August 2012

Educational

Retail

Recreational

TOTAL:

5165.95

Activity to date:
The following tables indicate the quantum of development and the type of development which
received a grant of planning permission in 2014 or are awaiting a decision in 2015.
Regeneration
Area

Type

Site Name and
Location

Applicant

Quantum of
Development (m2)

Planning Permission
secured

MOYROSS

Community

Moyross Community
Enterprise Centre,
Moyross

980

24 October 2014

Community/
Recreational

Thomond Park Stadium
And extension of
existing plaza to

Moyross
Community
Enterprise
Centre
Thomond
Park
Stadium

n/a

29 April 2014

Recreational

include stretched
canvas roof structure,
bus drop off points,
public sculpture and
ticket booth
Thomond Rugby
Football Club – new
vehicular entrance
from Craeval Park,
Moyross

Thomond
Rugby
Football
Club

n/a

23rd January 2015

ST. MARY’S
PARK AND
KING’S
ISLAND

Community

Garden of Sporting
Greats, Nicholas Street
– public park
(temporary
‘meanwhile’ use)

Limerick
Civic Trust

1900

April 2014

BALLINACURRA
WESTON

Health/
Community

Change of use of
ground floor from
general office to
meeting and consulting
rooms at Rosbrien Road
Primary Healthcare
Centre at Lord Edward
Street

HSE

668

Decision due 24th
February 2015

HSE

14760

31 July 2014

LEDP Southill – change
of use from
manufacturing to
office use
New fuelyard and
extension to shop at
Bennetts, Roxboro
Road
Unit 10b, Galvone
Industrial Estate:
Waste Transfer Facility
for recyclable and nonhazardous waste
St. Enda’s Community
College: demolition of
swimming pool and
sports hall
Pike Rover Football
Club: construction of
all weather pitch

LEDP

4560

Decision due 29
January 2015

Bennetts,
Roxboro

161

5th June 2014

660

28th August 2014

St. Enda’s
Community
College

2126

26th February 2014

Pike Rover
Football
Club

2080

15th April 2014

Health/
Community

SOUTHILL

Office

Commercial/
Office

Light
Industrial

Educational

Recreational

TOTAL:

27895

Comment on Progress:
The ability to attract investment into the regeneration areas is difficult given the current economic
climate. However, the adoption of the LRFIP in 2014, plays a key role in de-risking sites by
providing certainty on desired land uses and places the acquisition of key sites/projects in a
position to secure funding quicker and to be delivered faster. Indeed, many of the area specific
objectives identified in the LRFIP have been delivered upon or are underway. Furthermore, the
Development Contribution scheme, adopted by Limerick City Council in 2013, sets out reduced

contribution rates for commercial developments in the regeneration areas (at a discounted rate of
75%) which is a first step to makes site within the regeneration areas more attractive for private
investment. The permissions secured and currently seeking approvals in the regeneration areas
show an upward trend in activity from 2012. This will continue to be monitored in 2015 in
conjunction with indicator 3.6.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future in the tracking of increased new retail, office and community
related uses is to acquire the relevant data on a yearly basis. Furthermore, this indicator can be
measured more effectively in the future with the collation of commencement notices to determine
actual site starts from the permissions secured.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is derived from:
 Limerick City and County Council Planning Register;
 Internal Office of Regeneration database;
 BCMS System for commencement notices.

Photomontage of proposed Moyross Community and Enterprise Centre

Policy Background:
This indicator relates to vacant retail, commercial and industrial floorspace in the regeneration
areas. Vacancy in relation to residential uses is analysed as part of indicator 3.28 above.
“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
LRFIP Vision
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. WellStatement
LRFIP Strategic
Objective

serviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.1 Build a Strong Competitive Economy
2.3.2 Promoting Healthy Communities

LRFIP AreaSpecific
Objectives

Moyross: 3. Enhance Watch House Cross as a District Centre in order to fulfil its role as
the commercial and retail hub serving Moyross and the wider area;
4. Expand the footprint of the Moyross Community and Enterprise Centre to improve the
quality and choice of community focused uses available;
6. Reinforce existing Employment & Enterprise Uses at Moyross Enterprise Centre;
9. Promote the redevelopment of the ‘Bays’ site to add additional local capacity and
contributes to the formation of a natural training cluster;

Southill: Road as a District Centre in order to fulfil its role as the commercial and retail
hub serving Southill and the wider area;
6. Expand the footprint of the Southill Area Centre to improve the quality and choice of
community focused uses available;
8. Upgrade the Galvone Industrial Estate as a mixed use, employment generating area as
it currently displays a high level of vacancy, obsolescence and under-utilisation, and
suffers from a very poor image that makes it difficult to attract new business and
clients;
9. Promote an integrated educational campus with shared facilities in one location at
Roxboro Cross;
15. Promote the Galvone Industrial Estate as a hub for green sector focused
development;
16. Strengthen the opportunities for vocational sports development at 'the Factory'
which currently occupies the existing Fulflex building;
17. Consider the reuse of St. Enda's complex as a focal point for education and sports
related projects;
18. Promote the expansion of a ‘service industry training’ centre at the LEDP complex
which can facilitate programmes to build local capacity for a broad range of roles in reemerging businesses e.g. call centres / hospitality training.
St.Mary’s Park:
1. Promote employment growth in King's Island and St. Mary's Park through the re-use of
underutilised sites, derelict buildings and the upgrading of sites already in employment
uses;
2. Promote the development of key strategic sites within Nicholas Street and Bridge
Street for potential enterprise development attracting further inward investment;
7. Support the redevelopment of the Opera Centre site, adjacent to King's Island/St.
Mary's Park, which is seen as an economic catalyst for the area, city and region;
8. Promote the vitality and viability of the city centre by encouraging small scale shops,
financial/ professional services and food and drink uses within King's Island.
10. Support the provision of an extended multi-use community centre at St. Mary's Park
Community Centre to provide flexible and accessible spaces adaptable to the
communities’ needs.

Ballinacurra Weston:
1. Promote potential enterprise development in Ballinacurra Weston through the reuse
of underutilised sites at the existing local centre, Our Lady of Lourdes Community
Centre and lands associated with the ESB Depot and Adapt House;
2. Upgrade sites at the Local Centre and existing Our Lady of Lourdes Community Centre
for employment uses;
4. Promote the vitality and viability of the Local Centre at Punches Cross by encouraging
small scale shops, financial/ professional services and food and drink uses;
5. Support the provision of multifunctional spaces at Our Lady of Lourdes Community
Centre to provide flexible and accessible spaces adaptable to communities’ needs;
6. Support the creation of a community hub at Ballinacurra Weston by developing
stronger relationships with the healthcare and complimentary supporting facilities. As
such, consider the development of a Primary Healthcare Centre at a vacant site west of
the Our Lady of Lourdes Community Centre to meet local need.

For the purposes of this indicator, vacant floorspace of commercial, retail and industrial
commitments are taken as units/floorspace available to let. To provide more information in this
indicator, the numbers of businesses currently operating is included which is derived from the
Geodirectory (as at Q4, 2014).

Baseline:
No data recorded previously or available prior to 2015.
Activity to date:
This is a new indicator for measurement and as such data has been collated as at January
2015.Information is provided on operating businesses and the number of units available for
lease/sale (currently unoccupied). Additional information in relation to the area is provided where
available to give an indication of the extent of retail/commercial or industrial space currently
available.
Regeneration
Area

Type

Site Name and Location

Quantum of Development
(m2) vacant as at 6th
January 2015

MOYROSS
Madden’s Milk Complex: 1 business registered on Geodirectory
Available To
Industrial Unit
Maddens Milk Industrial
3716
Let
Warehouse
Industrial Unit
Maddens Milk Industrial
300
Warehouse
Industrial Unit
Maddens Milk Industrial
234
Warehouse
Industrial Unit
Maddens Milk Industrial
87
Warehouse
Industrial Unit
Maddens Milk Industrial
137
Warehouse
Monabraher Centre, Kileely Road : 3 businesses registered on Geodirectory
Available To
Industrial Unit
Monabraher Centre, Kileely
240
Let
Road
Kileely Road - 8 businesses registered on Geodirectory
Available To
Industrial Unit
Kileely Road
186
Let
Industrial Unit
Kileely Road
301
Total Industrial Space Available in Moyross
5201
Watch House Cross Shopping Centre: 15 businesses registered on Geodirectory
Available To
Commercial/Retail
Watch House Cross Shopping
70
Let
Centre
Commercial/Retail
Watch House Cross Shopping
175
Centre
Commercial/Retail
Watch House Cross Shopping
335
Centre
Commercial/Retail
Watch House Cross Shopping
27
Centre
Commercial/Retail
Watch House Cross Shopping
93
Centre
Total Commercial/Retail Space Available in Moyross
700
ST.MARY’S PARK AND KING’S ISLAND
Nicholas Street: 16 businesses registered on Geodirectory
Available To Let
Commercial
Katy Daly’s Bar,
167
The Parade,
Nicholas Street
Total Commercial/Retail available
167

Status

Available
let
Available
let
Available
let
Available
let
Available
let

to
to
to
to
to

Available to
let
Available to
let
Available to
let/sale

Available
let
Available
let
Available
let
Available
let
Available
let

For sale

to
to
to
to
to

BALLINACURRA WESTON
Greenpark Shopping Centre: 7 businesses registered on Geodirectory
Available To Let
Local Centre
Greenpark
96
Shopping Centre –
Unit 6
Along Childer’s Road (as part of Local Centre) adjacent to Greenpark Shopping Centre
Available To Let
Retail/Com
Former Chadwicks, Punches
1925
mercial
Cross
Total Commercial/Retail Space Available
2021
SOUTHILL
Roxboro Shopping Centre District Centre: 23 businesses registered on Geodirectory
Available To Let
Roxboro Shopping
Currently 13 units 689
Centre District Centre
available for
lease Roxboro
Shopping Centre
building
Beside Roxboro Shopping Centre along Childers Road: 2 businesses registered on Geodirectory
Available To Let
District Centre
Unit 6: Beside
510
Roxboro Shopping
Centre along
Childers Road
QRetail Park: 8 businesses registered on Geodirectory
Available To Let
District Centre
QRetail Park :
319
Currently 2 units
available for
lease/sale
LEDP: 18 businesses registered on Geodirectory
Available To Let
Office
LEDP Office Unit
26
Southill
Available To Let
Commercial
Galvone Arms
300
Commercial
Carew Park Stores 39
(occupied at
present)
Total Commercial/Retail available
1883
Roxboro Enterprise Centre: 2 businesses registered on Geodirectory
Industrial
Roxboro
811
Available To Let
Enterprise Centre
- 2 units
Industrial
Roxboro
208
Enterprise Centre
- 1 units
Galvone Industrial Estate: 30 businesses registered on Geodirectory
Light Industrial
2 sub-units
418
Available To Let
currently
available for
lease within an
occupied plot
(Limerick Waste
Enterprise)
Total Industrial Space Available Available
1437

For sale

For sale

To let

To let

To let

To let
For sale
For sale

To let

Comment on Progress:
The presence of vacant units over a period of time can identify potential weaknesses in a particular
area, whether due to locational criteria, high rent levels or strong competition from other
centres. It is important to track the presence of vacant units in the regeneration areas over the
coming years to identify if an area is improving or disimproving in terms of commercial vitality and
viability. The trends emerging in this indicator will be linked to the range of physical and
environmental improvements happening in the regeneration areas over the coming years.
For the purposes of this indicator, commercial, retail and industrial commitments are taken as
units/floorspace available to let. Linked to this indicator are the number of units currently
registered and this data is derived from the Geodirectory which provides an update of every
business on a quarterly basis. However, some caution must be exercised when interpreting trends in
premises to let as it is not possible to capture information on every property to let in the
regeneration areas. Futhermore, verification of vacancy should be undertaken to make a distinction
between what is available for lease/sale and what is vacant on the ground but is not available for
lease. This will be undertaken as part of area-specific vacancy studies/employment land studies to
commence in 2015.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
This indicator is new and will be monitored and analysed in the next Monitoring Report when
comparisons between data can be made with previous years. A key recommendation for the future
in the tracking of vacant floor space is to collect data on a quarterly basis and carry out
vacancy/employment land studies.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon commitments derived from a variety of
sources:
 Internet property searches – Daft/Myhome;
 Agents’ advertisements;
 Site visits;
 Planning permissions database;
 Geodirectory (Q4, 2014).

Grade A (desired) and Grade B is the target active frontage grade required for the regeneration
areas. The characteristics of Grade A and B are defined in the Design and Public Realm Code which
was finalised in December 2014. Active frontage is calculated by the number of units and the
number of ground floor windows/doors per 100m of the main principal street.
Background (under lined emphasis our own):
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective

LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.3 Requiring Good Design
f) Improved Quality Of The Public Realm
All Areas:
4. Develop sites for replacement homes with a coherent perimeter block layout and
maximise the number of homes with direct street entrances. Streets will be arranged on
the outside of the block to encourage permeability;
10. Ensure that replacement homes will have a positive outlook onto surrounding public

Draft Design and
Public Realm Code

spaces and streets, to create an appropriate sense of enclosure and natural surveillance,
whilst protecting the privacy of ground floor habitable rooms;
5.6 Active Frontages
5.7.4 Special Buildings
5.7.6 Mixed Use Buildings

Baseline:
In 2013, Cliona Park Phase 1, a scheme of 34 units was completed. Based on the number of units
fronting the primary street (Moyross Avenue), a Grade A frontage was achieved.
Activity to date:
The Orchard site is at an early design stage in terms of elevational treatments. Although achieving
Grade B at present in terms of the number of units, the target for windows and doors will be to
achieve a Grade A status as the scheme approaches Part 8 Planning permission stage. Generally the
majority of schemes at construction stage/approaching planning application stage are achieving
Grade A frontage.
Regeneration
Area

Site Name and Location

Grade A

UNITS
Grade B

Target 15+
units per
100m
MOYROSS

Cliona Park gap site
Cliona Park Phase 2

ST.MARY’S
PARK AND
KING’S ISLAND

Target:25
doors/windows
per 100m
✓

✓

50 units at Cosgrave Park
45a and 46a Cliona Park

Target 1015 units per
100m
✓

DOORS AND WINDOWS
Grade A
Grade B

✓
✓

✓

✓
✓

Sheep Street

✓

Gaol Lane
Orchard Site
SOUTHILL

Colivet
Churchfield

Target: 15
doors/windows
per 100m

✓
✓

✓
✓

✓

Comment on Progress:
It is hoped that by providing maximum active frontage grades that linkages to other themes in the
overall evaluation report can be made – for example, an increase in active frontage and the
designing out of crime and anti-social behavior at particular locations. This will be tested further as
part of the overall evaluation study due to commence in 2016.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
In accordance with the Section 10 - Checklist of the Draft Design and Public Realm Code 2014, it is
recommended that schemes at design stage will be monitored closely as they progress to planning
application stage to ensure Grade A active frontages are achieved.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Planning Application drawings;
 Design Development drawings;
 Draft Design and Public Realm Code 2014.

Background (under lined emphasis our own):
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective

LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.1 Build a Strong Competitive Economy
2.3.2 Promoting Healthy Communities
2.3.3 Requiring Good Design
c) Enhanced Connectivity through Urban Structure
e) Compact Development and Density
Moyross: 3. Enhance Watch House Cross as a District Centre in order to fulfil its role as
the commercial and retail hub serving Moyross and the wider area;
Southill: Enhance the junction of Childers Road and Roxboro Road as a District Centre in
order to fulfil its role as the commercial and retail hub serving Southill and the wider
area;
St.Mary’s Park:
8. Promote the vitality and viability of the city centre by encouraging small scale shops,
financial/ professional services and food and drink uses within King's Island.
Ballinacurra Weston:
4. Promote the vitality and viability of the Local Centre at Punches Cross by encouraging
small scale shops, financial/ professional services and food and drink uses

This indicator is linked to indicator 3.6 above. Two district centres are located in the regeneration
areas, namely Watch House Cross, Moyross and Roxboro, Southill. A local centre exists in close
proximity to Ballinacurra Weston, although it is not within the defined statutory boundary of the
regeneration area it nonetheless has a significant influence on the regeneration area.
Baseline:
The planning register at Limerick City and County Council notes no new retail uses with approval or
awaiting a decision from 2010-2013 in designated District of Local Centres.
Activity to date:
The planning register at Limerick City and County Council notes a granted application for a small
extension to an existing shop and a new fuel yard at Bennetts, Roxboro Road in June 2014.
Comment on Progress:
Although the regeneration areas are well served by convenience/discount foodstores (Aldi, Tesco,
Lidl), it is nonetheless important to track other retail and commercial uses and whether a
designated centre is improving or disimproving in terms of commercial vitality and viability.
Watch House Cross and Roxboro Shopping Centre have a high vacancy rate, as reported in indicator
3.6, and appears to be in need of revitalization. Physical improvements can improve the
attractiveness of those District/Local Centres and assist in reversing the trend in high vacancy rates
currently being experienced. Factors such as improving the public realm, both within the
District/Local Centres and in the immediate environs with more emphasis on accessibility for the
pedestrian and cyclist can assist in improving attractiveness and performance. The quality and
range of the retail offer is currently limited and necessitates expansion to include provision of

evening economy sectors such as restaurants and cafes. This diversity of uses and activities will
ensure that they are busy and well-used at different times of day and night thus contributing not
only to their vitality and viability, but also to making the District Centres more safer and secure.
The Office of Regeneration, in partnership with other Directorates in Limerick City and County
Council will endeavour to promote the designated centres, within the regeneration areas by
undertaking infrastructure enhancements to provide attractive pedestrian and cycle links to the
primary retail frontage within the centre. The proposed signalisation of Roxboro round-about and
installation of direct and convenient pedestrian crossings at Roxboro will be progressed in 2015.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future in the tracking of this indicator is to acquire the relevant data
on a yearly basis.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Limerick City and County Council Planning Register;
 Adopted Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan.

For the purposes of this indicator, healthcare uses only are identified as community uses have been
analysed as part of Indicator 3.5. The regeneration areas are already well serviced by existing
healthcare infrastructure. Expansion of the current uses are a positive indication of the expansion
of programmes to tackle inequality of access to healthcare generally. Furthermore, expanding
current healthcare uses will increase involvement in tackling health issues to those residents in the
regeneration areas.
Background (under lined emphasis our own):
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective

LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.1 Build a Strong Competitive Economy
a) Mixed Uses
2.3.2 Promoting Healthy Communities
c) Community and Healthcare Facilities
2.3.3 Requiring Good Design
c) Enhanced Connectivity through Urban Structure
e) Compact Development and Density
Moyross: 4. Expand the footprint of the Moyross Community and Enterprise Centre to
improve the quality and choice of community focused uses available. A local café that is
community-focused and family friendly with visibility to the street and access to goodquality outdoor space will provide a place for people of all ages to socialise within the
community hub;
Southill: 6. Expand the footprint of the Southill Area Centre to improve the quality and
choice of community focused uses available;
St.Mary’s Park: 10. Support the provision of an extended multi-use community centre at
St. Mary's Park Community Centre to provide flexible and accessible spaces adaptable to
the communities’ needs. The provision of an extended centre at this location, within
easy access to the city core will ensure that the centre is used not only by residents of

St. Mary's Park but the wider community also;
11. Ensure that the delivery of community facilities are brought forward in tandem with
housing development (replacement, refurbishment and new-build housing development)
in King's Island and St. Mary's Park;
Ballinacurra Weston:
5. Support the provision of multifunctional spaces at Our Lady of Lourdes Community
Centre to provide flexible and accessible spaces adaptable to communities’ needs. The
support for the Community Centre at this location, within easy access to the city core
will ensure that the centre is used not only by residents of Ballinacurra Weston but the
wider community also.
6. Support the creation of a community hub at Ballinacurra Weston by developing
stronger relationships with the healthcare and complimentary supporting facilities. As
such, consider the development of a Primary Healthcare Centre at a vacant site west of
the Our Lady of Lourdes Community Centre to meet local need.

Baseline:
The planning register at Limerick City and County Council notes that no healthcare related uses
relating to the regeneration areas were granted planning permission between 2010-2013.
Activities to Date:
The only healthcare related activities recorded in 2014/2015 relate to Ballincurra Weston.
Regeneration
Area

Type

Site Name and
Location

Applicant

BALLINACURRA
WESTON

Health/
Community

Change of use of
ground floor from
general office to
meeting and
consulting rooms at
Rosbrien Road
(Located adjacent
to Ballinacurra
Weston)
Primary Healthcare
Centre at Lord
Edward Street
(Located adjacent
to Ballinacurra
Weston)

Health/
Community

Planning Permission
secured

HSE

Quantum of
Development
(m2)
668

HSE

1760

31 July 2014

Decision due 24th February
2015

Comment on Progress:
As is evident from the socio-economic baseline data of the LRFIP, there is a link between health
and well-being (mental and physical) and other themes, in particular employment, crime and
housing and the physical environment. The aim of this indicator is to provide healthcare services
that are accessible and relevant to people’s needs in the regeneration areas and which promote an
incentive for good health in the longer term. Interventions aimed directly at improving physical and
mental health, all have the potential to impact positively on the health of the community. It is
anticipated, as part of the overall evaluation study to commence in 2016 that interventions from
other themes - crime, education, housing and the physical environment, if successful, could have a
greater impact on the mental health and well being of the wider communities within the
regeneration areas.

Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future in the tracking of increased new healthcare related uses is to
acquire the relevant data on a yearly basis. This data will be interrogated as part of the overall
evaluation study in relation to linkages to other themes which will commence in 2016. Typical
indicators to analyse will be a reduction in the difference in life expectancy between those living in
the regeneration areas, compared to regional and national levels.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Limerick City and County Council Planning Register;
 Planning permissions database.

Generally, the regeneration areas are well served by active recreational sports pitches and in terms
of active play facilities this is measured in more detail as part of indicator 3.11. For the purposes of
this indicator, the functionality of passive open space is measured within the focussed study areas,
i.e., the estates. Passive open space outside of this area but within the wider statutory delineated
regeneration area is not measured.
Background (under lined emphasis our own):
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective

LRFIP AreaSpecific
Objectives

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.2 Promoting Healthy Communities
e) Open Space
2.3.3 Requiring Good Design
f) Improved Quality Of The Public Realm
Moyross:
1. Retain and refurbish existing housing units where possible within Moyross in tandem
with creating new connections with natural surveillance, functional public open spaces
and a more consolidated urban structure refocussed around the existing community hub
and District Centre at Watch House Cross;
1. Protect and enhance the special landscape character and setting of Delmege Estate;
2. Explore the potential for an ecologically sensitive leisure uses as part of a strategic
linear park from the river Shannon, through the heart of Moyross to Caherdavin;
9. Retain the existing active playing pitches associated with LIT, St. Nessan’s Community
College and Thomond Park RFC as sporting facilities.
Southill:
2. Retain and refurbish existing housing units where possible within Kincora, Carew,
Keyes and O'Malley Parks in tandem with creating new connections with natural
surveillance, functional public open spaces and a more consolidated urban structure
refocussed around the existing community hub containing the Church, Southill Area
Centre and the Health Centre;
1. Protect and enhance the special landscape character and setting of Southill House;
4. Create a new community park at the centre of the community hub to provide
recreation and play facilities in a safe, overlooked location and provide a focus for local
events and celebrations;
9. Enhance Kennedy Park with further active recreational facilities and landscaping and

provide a direct and safe access to O'Malley and Keyes Park;
10. Maintain Hogan Park and Old Christians GAA as sporting facilities;
11. Maintain Pike Rovers Sport and Social Club as a sporting facility;
12. Maintain Carew Park AFC as a sporting facility;
13. Maintain Rathbane Golf Course as a sporting facility;
14. Retain and enhance the environmental characteristics of Barry's Field;
16. Explore the potential to reuse a derelict cottage (Sutherland cottage) and adjacent
lands south of the landfill site to provide a community farm/allotment plots;
St.Mary’s Park:
1. Protect and enhance the special landscape character and setting of the Special Area
of Conservation (SAC) and in particular the extensive area of SAC to the north east of
the island;
3. Return the eastern side of St. Munchin's Street to parkland once demolition of the
area has taken place;
8. Retain and upgrade the following active recreation facilities:
• Star Rovers Football Club to facilitate local sports clubs;
• Athlunkhard Boat Club;
• Handball Alley to the north of St. Mary's Park;
9. Explore the potential to upgrade Eel’s Weir to provide a cycle, pedestrian and
vehicular link to the New Road and beyond and ensure that any development proposed
does not have a negative impact on habitats;
12. Protect and enhance the existing biodiversity value of St. Mary's Park by ensuring
that proposed open space and built development proposed protects and enhances areas
of biodiversity value with the view to achieve an overall net gain in biodiversity;
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Ballinacurra Weston:
1. Protect and enhance the existing mature trees in Ballinacurra Weston located at the
following locations:
a. To the rear of Beechgrove Avenue;
b. To the rear of Adapt House;
c. Along Childers Road.
5. Retain and improve the active recreation facilities located at Our Lady of Lourdes
Community Centre;
6. Provide appropriate public art (as part of the % for Art scheme) in the proposals for
redevelopment to reinforce the creation of a distinct identity for Ballinacurra Weston.
3.0 Parameter Plans
6.0 Public Open Spaces
6.1 General Objectives
6.2 Detailed Design Guidance
6.3 Implementation

Baseline:
The regeneration areas consist generally of an over-provision of underutilised passive public open
space. Furthermore, there are several under-used and vacant infill housing sites, which
currently detract from the overall appearance of the estate. However, for the general purposes of
calculating a baseline of existing public open spaces within the regeneration areas, this parameter
has been excluded.
The extent of public open space provision which is categorised as ‘left over spaces’, without a
function or neglected in the regeneration areas are as follows:
REGENERATION AREA
Southill:
Moyross:
St. Mary’s Park:
Ballinacurra Weston:

AMOUNT OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACE (m2)
44000
16000
64000
19000

Activities to Date:
In line with the Design and Public Realm Code, schemes at planning application stage and that are
approaching planning application stage are required to produce landscape plans for a
reconfiguration of the existing public open spaces to provide for more active and passive functions.
In tandem with the proposed upgrading of the existing landscape as part of replacement housing
schemes, significant work has been carried out in the past year in relation to small-scale
environmental improvements and remediation works. The remediation of the former historic
landfill at St. Mary’s Park is currently at contract signing stage (as at February 2015) and is due on
site in March 2015. This project will significantly ameliorate the physical environment to the east of
St. Munchins Park. The following provides a list of significant projects for 2015 relating to improving
the existing public open spaces within the regeneration areas.
Regeneration
Area
MOYROSS

Type

Site Name and Location

Public Open
Space

Cosgrave Park Scheme

Quantum of
Development (m2)
4500

MOYROSS: TOTAL RECONFIGURED PUBLIC OPEN SPACE
ST MARY’S
Public Open
Orchard scheme (incorporating
PARK AND
Space
the City Wall)
KING’S
ISLAND
Public Open
Garden of Sporting Greats
Space

4500
1200

Public Open
St. Marys Park Remediation
Space
ST.MARY’S PARK AND KING’S ISLAND: TOTAL RECONFIGURED
PUBLIC OPEN SPACE
BALLINACURR Public Open
New pedestrian connection to
A WESTON
Space
our Lady of Lourdes Church and
landscaping works (weeding,
grass seeding and painting of
boundary walls)
BALLINACURRA WESTON: TOTAL RECONFIGURED PUBLIC OPEN
SPACE
SOUTHILL
Public Open
Churchfield scheme
Space

15000

Public Open
Space

Environmental Improvements
works to the Galvone Industrial
Estate

Public Open
Space

Tait House Masterplan
Feasibility Study prepared for
an Urban Farm in Southill
immediately adjacent to Tait
House

SOUTHILL: TOTAL RECONFIGURED PUBLIC OPEN SPACE

1900

Status
At planning
application
stage
At design
development

Planning
permission
secured
Due on site
March 2015

18100
20000

Complete Q4
2014

20000
1900

Galtee View
(1500m2)

new square fronting
onto the realigned
Donough O Malley
Road (400m2).
30,000

3500

This area has been
planned for
allotments future
expansion for urban
farm extending to
an area of 9000m2
35400

At planning
application
stage

Tender
documentation
plans in
preparation
Masterplan
being finalised

Comment on Progress:
One of the LRFIP’s key objectives is to improve the visual appearance of the regeneration areas to
tackle large areas of functionless and neglected public open space and also to tackle issues such as
fly-tipping, joyriding and graffiti. Through the continued delivery of replacement social housing
schemes and key environmental improvement projects, the existing physical environment of the
regeneration areas will significantly improve. While there have been significant improvements in
the short-term, the longer term maintenance by the City and County Council is a key factor for
continued success.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future in the tracking of increased increased level of functional
active and passive public open space is to acquire the relevant data on a yearly basis. This data
will be interrogated as part of the overall evaluation study in relation to linkages to other themes.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Limerick City and County Council Planning Register;
 Office of Regeneration Internal Databases – schemes with grant of planning permission and
approaching planning submission stage;
 Adopted Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan;
 Design and Public Realm Code.

Ballinacurra Weston, environmental improvements and thermal upgrade programme

This indicator measures the quantum of children’s play space being delivered in the regeneration
areas to date. The final Design and Public Realm Code (DPRC) recommends a minimum activity zone
for play areas, as determined by the Fields in Trust guidance document ‘Planning and Design for
outdoor Sport and Play’. For District level play facilities, 1000m2 is recommended for play
equipment and structures and a hard surfaced area of at least 465m2 (the minimum needed to play
5-a-side football). For local play areas, the recommended minimum activity zone for a local area of
play is between 100-400m2.
Background (under lined emphasis our own):
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective

LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.2 Promoting Healthy Communities
e) Open Space
2.3.3 Requiring Good Design
f) Improved Quality Of The Public Realm
Moyross:
11. Provide for active playspace facilities, based on the existing and expected child
population projections generated by the existing and future need. Moyross is under
resourced in terms of active play facilities for children below the age of 15 years.
Southill:
4. Create a new community park at the centre of the community hub to provide
recreation and play facilities in a safe, overlooked location and provide a focus for local
events and celebrations;
18. Provide for active playspace facilities, based on the existing and expected child
population projections generated by the existing and future need. Southill is under
resourced in terms of active play facilities for children below 15 years.
St.Mary’s Park:
11. Provide for active playspace facilities, based on the existing and expected child
population projections generated by the existing and future need. St. Mary's Park is
under resourced in terms of active play facilities.
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Ballinacurra Weston:
5. Retain and improve the active recreation facilities located at Our Lady of Lourdes
Community Centre;
3.0 Parameter Plans
6.0 Public Open Spaces
6.1 General Objectives
6.2 Detailed Design Guidance
6.3 Implementation

Baseline:
Moyross
The adopted LRFIP recorded existing and proposed need with a play space requirement in total of
6026m2 (670 children x 9m2) of high quality active play space for a range of ages up to 15 years
with good natural surveillance to maximise the safety of these areas.

Southill
The adopted LRFIP recorded existing and proposed need with a play space requirement in total of
5418m2 (602 children x 9m2) of high quality active play space for a range of ages up to 15 years
with good natural surveillance to maximise the safety of these areas.
St. Mary’s Park and King’s Island
The adopted LRFIP recorded existing and proposed need with a play space requirement in total of
2106m2 (234 children x 9m2) of high quality active play space for a range of ages up to 15 years
with good natural surveillance to maximise the safety of these areas.
Ballinacurra: The adopted LRFIP recorded existing and proposed need with a play space
requirement in total of 1296m2 (144 children x 9m2) of high quality active play space for a range of
ages up to 15 years with good natural surveillance to maximise the safety of these areas.
Activities to Date
Moyross
The DPRC for the regeneration areas designates the locations for specific local and district level
play facilities in Moyross. Local play facilities, serving a catchment of 240m are proposed as part of
the Cosgrave Park scheme (approaching Part 8). A second local play area is proposed at Delmege
Park. A district level play facility is proposed to serve a catchment of 600m located in the heart of
Moyross (within the demolition zone at Craeval/Pineview Gardens), as part of a strategic linear
park (approx. 1.5 hectares). To date, local play area (1900m2) at Cosgrave Park will be delivered as
part of the 50 unit Cosgrave Park scheme, which was submitted as a Part 8 planning permission in
February 2015.
Southill
In Southill,3 local play areas (total approx. 5000m2) are designated and a district level play facility
at Southill Area Centre (approx. 1300m2) as part of the Design and Public Realm Code. To date, a
local play area at Galtee view will be delivered as part of the Churchfield scheme (1500m2), which
is currently at Part 8 planning public display stage.
Comment on Progress:
The need to improve play spaces for children of all ages is recognised as a priority for the
regeneration areas. The statement of community involvement in the adopted LRFIP emphasises that
poor quality open spaces and lack of play spaces is a prominent issue for residents. The adopted
LRFIP (2014) and Design and Public Realm Code (2014) recognises the needs and demands for play
spaces and proposes optimum locations within the regeneration areas taking into account a range
of factors, including the needs of children of different ages and abilities, of parents/guardians and
of the wider community.
Delivering new play spaces is a key priority for the Office of Regeneration for all 4 regeneration
areas over the next 2 years, consulting with local communities and the 5 residents’ committees,
providing levering-in funding and project steering, where necessary. Furthermore, play spaces
specified should be proposed to be low maintenance whilst being sustainable in the long term,
beyond the life of the current Limerick Regeneration programme. The benefits of play spaces can
have an impact on local communities across all themes - on housing and the physical environment,
health, education and crime and is an immediate visible sign that positive change in the
regeneration areas is possible.

Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future in the tracking of increased active play spaces is to acquire
the relevant data on a yearly basis. This data will be interrogated as part of the overall evaluation
study in relation to linkages to other themes which will commence in 2016.

Data Sources
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Limerick City and County Council Planning Register;
 Office of Regeneration – schemes with grant of planning permission and approaching planning
submission stage;
 Adopted Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan;
 Design and Public Realm Code.

Proposed residential scheme and public open spaces at Cosgrave Park, Moyross

One criticism of the original regeneration estates was that too many homes as part of a large scale
housing project were delivered and allocated too quickly without the appropriate supporting
infrastructure required for a balanced and sustainable community. Balanced incremental
development is a strategy adopted in the LRFIP to deliver multiple smaller scale sites rather than
single large scale projects. Multiple smaller scale projects will also provide greater opportunity to
smaller scale building contractors, subcontractors and construction workers.

Policy Background (underlined emphasis our own):
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.3 Requiring Good Design
a) Balanced Incremental Development

Baseline:
Since the regeneration function transferred to the Office of Regeneration in June 2012, 34 units
were completed in 2013 as part of Cliona Park Phase 1.
Activities to Date
A total of 64 units, funded by the DoECLG, were completed in 2014. These included a city-centre
scheme, for 29 units at Vizes Court (Phase 2) and 35 units at Colivet Court, a specialist scheme for
older persons in Southill.
A significant number of smaller scale schemes of less than 35 units are underway. Where schemes
are over 35 units, provisions will be made for a phased handover from the contractor to ensure a
managed and phased allocation process for prospective tenants/residents. The following provides a
list of approved schemes to date:
Regeneration
Area

Site Name and Location

MOYROSS

Cliona Park gap site

<35
units

Comment

✓

Complete 2015
Site Start 2015

45a and 46a Cliona Park

2

50 units at Cosgrave Park

50

✓
x

Cliona Park Phase 2

10

✓

Site Start 2015
(Scheme will be developed
over 3 smaller phases)
Site Start 2016

Dalgaish Park

35

✓

Site Start 2017

Cliona Park phase 3

18

✓

Site Start 2017

TOTAL

117

Regeneration
Area

Site Name and Location

ST. MARY’S
PARK AND
KING’S ISLAND

Sheep Street

TOTAL

No. of
Units
New-Build
2

No. of
Units
New-Build
8

<35 units

Comment

✓

Site Start 2015

Orchard site

26

✓

Site Start 2016

Gaol Lane

2

✓

Site Start 2016

Infill units at St. Mary’s Park

20

✓

Site Start 2016

56

Regeneration
Area

Site Name and Location

SOUTHILL

Colivet Court

<35 units

Comment

✓
Completed 2014
Site Start 2017 (if required to
meet housing need)
Site Start 2016
Scheme will be developed over
3 smaller phases (plus enabling
works for realigned road layout)

Palm Court (back up site)

26

✓

Churchfield

80

x

Carew Park

37

x

Site Start 2017
Phasing scheme will be
developed to ensure phased
handover from contractor.

<35 units

Comment

Complete 2014

TOTAL

178

Regeneration
Area

Site Name and Location

CITY-WIDE

Vizes Court Phase 2

TOTAL

No. of
Units
New-Build
35

No. of
Units
New-Build
29

Lord Edward Street

83

✓
x

Waller’s Well

10

✓

Site Start 2015 - Phasing
scheme to ensure phased
handover from contractor.
Complete Q2 2015

122

Comment on Progress:
The regeneration programme represents a major opportunity to restructure and redevelop
replacement housing at an appropriate size and scale to meet the household requirements of the
area. Progress, relating to approved housing schemes by the DoECLG, are on an upwards trend with
12 new-build units due for completion in 2015, 143 units over various sites due to start in 2015, a
further 138 unit starts in 2016 and 116 unit starts in 2017.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future in the tracking of number of smaller scale sites progressed is
to acquire the relevant data on a yearly basis. Approvals are yet to be received from the DoECLG
are new-build schemes proposed in College Park, Moyross, Markievicz Drive in Southill and various
infill sites in Ballinacurrra Weston. These proposals will be tracked against housing need in the
regeneration areas to assess viability. Overall, the data, contained within this indicator, will be
interrogated as part of the overall evaluation study in relation to linkages to other themes which
will commence in early 2016.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Office of Regeneration – schemes with grant of planning permission and approaching planning
submission stage;
 Office of Regeneration internal stock control database;
 Adopted Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan.

For the purposes of this indicator, data in relation to non-residential vacant properties are
assessed. Data in relation to residential voids are assessed in indicator 3.28 which is discussed in
more detail later. In line with Government guidance, there is a strong argument for the re-use of
existing building stock and refurbishing, where appropriate, as opposed to the demolition and
rebuild in the regeneration areas.
Policy Background (underlined emphasis our own):
LRFIP Vision Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective

LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages
enjoy a good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their
place. Well-serviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected
and fully integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.1 Build a Strong Competitive Economy
b) Maximising the Use of Existing Assets
d) Flagship Projects
Southill
16. Strengthen the opportunities for vocational sports development at 'the Factory'
which currently occupies the existing Fulflex building;
8. Upgrade the Galvone Industrial Estate as a mixed use, employment generating
area as it currently displays a high level of vacancy, obsolescence and underutilisation, and suffers from a very poor image that makes it difficult to attract
new business and clients;
12. Consider alternative uses Southill Junior School. Uses to combat the extremely
high rates of unemployment in Southill and the increased demand for further
education and training could be accommodated within the existing complex;
17. Consider the reuse of St. Enda's complex as a focal point for education and
sports related projects;
St. Mary’s Park and King’s Island
2. Promote the development of key strategic sites within Nicholas Street and
Bridge Street for potential enterprise development attracting further inward
investment;
4. Regenerate unutilised or underutilised land and buildings in St. Mary's Park and
King's Island by considering alternative uses of a temporary nature, 'meanwhile
uses', to ensure a productive use. Sports use, allotments, small scale urban farms,
urban nurseries, use of buildings by arts, community and educational organisations
are some of the potential functions for unutilised land and buildings. Temporary
uses also offer potential to grow into new or sustainable permanent uses;
7. Support the redevelopment of the Opera Centre site, adjacent to King's
Island/St. Mary's Park,which is seen as an economic catalyst for the area, city and
region;
Moyross
1. Protect and enhance the special landscape character and setting of Delmege
Estate;

Baseline:
No data was recorded prior for 2013.

Activities to Date:
AREA
City Centre

PROJECT
Opera Centre

NATURE OF WORKS
Stabilisation works

STATUS
Complete 2013

7-8 Ellen Street

Stabilisation works

City Centre

Cleeves
Lord Edward
Street

Preparation of a Brief
Scheme incorporates former
Factory Buildings

Southill

Turner Vinery

St. Mary’s Park and
King’s Island

Fireplace site

St. Mary’s Park and
King’s Island

24/25/26
Nicholas Street

Preparation of a Capital
Appraisal
Analysis/remedial works
underway Preparation of a
design brief once complete
Facelift project

Proposal for funding to the
DoECLG Q1 2015
Underway Q1 2015
Revised Part 8 granted.
Enabling works underway Q1
2015. Main contract commence
in May 2015.
Underway Q1 2015

St. Mary’s Park and
King’s Island

35 Nicholas Street

Facelift project

St. Mary’s Park and
King’s Island

Thomond Weir
and Fisheries
Building
27 Nicholas Street
- Mens Shed

Preparation of a brief for
upgrade of existing weir

St. Mary’s Park and
King’s Island

Underway Q1 2015

Complete. In discussions with
Property Management Section
in relation to temporary
‘meanwhile’ uses
Complete. In discussions with
Property Management Section
in relation to temporary
‘meanwhile’ uses
Details of proposed costs and
surveys underway Q1 2015
11 month lease between LCCC
and LCDP agreed. Contractor
awaiting appointment for
refurbishment works

Comment on Progress:
In line with the adopted LRFIP and the Limerick Economic and Spatial Plan (Limerick 2030), there is
a pro-active approach to return vacant non-residential properties located within the regeneration
areas to productive use in 2015 to facilitate economic regeneration. Similarly, while the focus of
the Regeneration Project is on the defined regeneration areas, the overall project needs to be
seen in the context of the wider city and, in particular, it is clear that appropriate development in
areas contiguous to, or within the environs of, the regeneration areas will contribute to achieving
the regeneration objectives. The redevelopment of the Opera Centre site, adjacent to King's
Island/St. Mary's Park, as well as other transformational projects, will play a key role in improving
the fortunes of the city.
Significant progress (approximately 12 projects) has been made over the past year in returning
buildings to productive use through the development of initial preliminary Capital Appraisals to
appointing contractors for refurbishment.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future tracking of this indicator is to acquire the data on a yearly
basis.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Office of Regeneration internal databases;
 Adopted Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan.

Photomontage of proposed residential scheme, community centre and commercial/retail unit at Lord Edward
Street

Stabilisation and facelift project undertaken at Nicholas Street to return vacant units to re-use

Policy Background:
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective

LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.3 Requiring Good Design
c) Enhanced Connectivity through Urban Structure
2.3.4 Promoting Sustainable Movement
c) Reducing Poor Connectivity
All regeneration areas
Movement and Connectivity Strategy

Baseline:
Activities to Date:
REGENERATION
AREA
MOYROSS

SITE NAME AND LOCATION
PROJECTS
Coonagh-Knockalisheen Road

Upgrade the existing Moyross Avenue

Being part-progressed as part of Part 8 Planning
Applications for the Cosgrave Park and Cliona
Park Phase 2 schemes.
Improved access from the existing community hub of
Moyross

Being part-progressed by Cliona Park Phase 3
housing scheme and a street connection to
Cloncannane Road.
Provide new and improved connections to improve
permeability throughout Moyross

Delivery of strategic link and new school
entrance from St.Nessans school to Cliona Park.
46A and 45 A Cloncannane Road
ST.MARY’S PARK

BALLINACURRA
WESTON

At Island Road: to improve connectivity from St Mary's
Park to the Medieval Quarter

Being part-progressed as part of Part 8 Planning
Application for the Orchard scheme
To the northwest of St Mary's Park: to improve
connectivity to the New Road, Thomond Park and beyond

Being progressed as part of Thomond Weir
Upgrade:
A new street, at Island Gate, from Verdant Place to
Dominick Street

Being part-progressed as part of design
development for the Orchard scheme
Environmentally improve the existing street network of St
Mary's Park.

Maintain and augment the existing embankment walkway.

Improvement of the existing embankment is
proposed as part of the King’s Island Flood Relief
Scheme.
Remove the community wall to the side of the Church at
Hyde Avenue to allow for physical and visual access

STATUS

DTTS Budget announcement
5TH February 2015 for
funding
At planning application
stage

Currently at design
development stage

Completed September 2014

At tender preparation stage
for Design Team
Orchard scheme at design
development stage

At pre-feasibility stage –
procurement of consultants
in progress
Orchard scheme at design
development stage

Expected commencement
date Q4 2015 – once
remedial works for
replacement of lead
piping is complete
(September 2015)
Tender for consultants to be
issued Q1 2015.

Complete as at Q4 2014

Construct a new pedestrian connection between the
Church car-park and Crecora Avenue

Complete as at Q4 2014

Upgrade the existing laneway (Alley Lane) to allow
greater access to Prospect Hill and Rosbrien Road to the

Due for completion Q1 2015

north


Being part-delivered by creation of living
accommodation at first floor of 1 Weston
Gardens for increased surveillance and
overlooking.
Provide a new vehicular connection from Clarina Park to
Lenihan Avenue.

Reassessed proposal to facilitate access to
Clarina from Byrne Avenue from option adopted
in LRFIP. Requirement for demolition of block 4555 Lenihan Avenue
Environmentally improve the existing street network of
Ballinacurra Weston

SOUTHILL

Environmental Improvement Works to Childers Road

Scrub thinning, species control and meadow
flower planting to stretch of Childer’s Road
along Galvone Industrial Estate
Connection from Roxboro roundabout (through the
‘Galvone Arms’ site) to the heart of Southill – the
community hub containing the Church, Health Centre and
Southill Area Centre

Being part-progressed as part of Part 8 Planning
Application for the Churchfield site
New north-south connection from Childers Road to
O’Malley Park through the Fulflex site

Being part-progressed as part of Part 8 Planning
Application for the Churchfield site
New east-west connection from Maigue Way in Carew
Park, south of Southill House, to the Roxborough Road

Being investigated in tandem with Tait House
Masterplan
New north-south connection from Kennedy Park, adjacent
to proposed Integrated Educational Campus at St Kieran’s,
to Childers Road

Being progressed as part of Le Cheile Integrated
school Roxboro
New east-west connection from John Carew Park to Yeats
Avenue

As part of Carew Park Capital Appraisal for 37
units
New north-south connection through the green at Carew
Park to improve accessibility

As part of Carew Park Capital Appraisal for 37
units
Pedestrian link from Markievicz Drive across Collins
Avenue to the community hub

As part of Markievicz Drive Capital Appraisal.
New street at eastern boundary of Churchfields site to the
Church

Being part-progressed as part of Part 8 Planning
Application for the Churchfield scheme
New street through the centre of the Churchfields site to

Reassessed proposal
submitted to the DoECLG
(Q1 2015) approved

Series of small-scale
environmental
improvements complete as
at Q4 2014. Further
information provided in
Indicator 3.10
Tender documentation in
preparation
Q1 2015
Currently on public display
Q1 2015

Currently on public display
Q1 2015

Masterplan currently in
preparation Q1 2015

Currently at construction
stage

Received preliminary
DoECLG approval

Received preliminary
DoECLG approval

Awaiting preliminary
response from DoECLG
Currently on public display
Q1 2015

Currently on public display

the Southill Area Centre

Being part-progressed as part of Part 8 Planning
Application for the Churchfield scheme
Removal of bollards/rock armoury at Lilac and Aster Court

As part of Markievicz Drive Capital Appraisal
Realignment of road north of Churchfields site in a
southwards direction to allow for a frontage development
with sufficient depth to be realised on the land
immediately south of the Galvone Industrial Estate

Being progressed as part of Part 8 Planning
Application for the Churchfield scheme

Q1 2015

Awaiting preliminary
response from DoECLG
Currently on public display
Q1 2015

Comment on Progress:
The lack of connectivity has been, and continues to be, a major contributing factor to the
underperformance of the regeneration areas. The scale of interventions commenced and completed
over the past year varies from large scale projects, i.e., St. Nessan’s entrance to removal of walls
which segregate areas, i.e., link from Beechgrove Avenue, Ballinacurra Weston to Our Lady of
Lourdes church.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future tracking of this indicator is to acquire the data on a yearly
basis.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Office of Regeneration internal databases;
 Adopted Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan.

Ballinacurra Weston: Construction of a new pedestrian connection between the Church car-park and Crecora
Avenue

Moyross: Proposed alignment of the Coonagh-Konckalisheen road

St. Mary’s Park: Thomond Weir Upgrade to improve connectivity to the New Road, Thomond Park and beyond

Improvement to the design quality of housing schemes is an important objective of the LRFIP. The
schemes noted in this indicator as quality developments are those buildings which would include:
a) The number of buildings receiving one or more awards;
b) The number of buildings short-listed but not receiving an award;
c) The number of buildings positively reviewed in architectural/public-sector publications.
Policy Background:
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective

LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

Design and
Public Realm
Code

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.3 Requiring Good Design
a) Balanced Incremental Development
b) Setting Context Scale and Character
c) Enhanced Connectivity through Urban Structure
d) Built Form
e) Compact Development and Density
f) Improved Quality Of The Public Realm
All Areas

Develop sites for replacement homes with a coherent perimeter block layout
and maximise the number of homes with direct street entrances. Streets will be
arranged on the outside of the block to encourage permeability;

Ensure that replacement homes will have a positive outlook onto surrounding
public spaces and streets, to create an appropriate sense of enclosure and
natural surveillance;

Promote high-quality design and detailing in replacement and refurbished
homes to create a sense of robustness and longevity as well as support tenureblind principles.
Section 10: Public Realm And Design Code Compliance Checklist

Baseline:
Cliona Park Phase 1, designed by the National Building Agency (now the Housing Agency) received
an Irish Council for Social Housing award in 2013.
Activities to Date:
Site

Colivet Court
Architecture Ireland
Council review

Award/Commendation/Short Listed/Publication

Status

RIAI Best Housing 2014
Article on Southill older persons accommodation
October 2014
Article on Cliona Park ‘Cliona Park provides the
spark’ 2014

Award
Publication
Publication

Comment on Progress:
The replacement housing schemes being developed in the regeneration areas are currently meeting
a target of 1 award per year for their architectural design and ingenuity. It is the intention that this
trend increases as more schemes are delivered into the future.

Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future in the tracking schemes is to acquire the relevant data on a
yearly basis. It is also proposed to expand this indicator to include open spaces and environmental
enhancement schemes that may be eligible for design and public realm awards.

Data Sources:
 Paddi (Planning Architecture Design Database Ireland);
 Architecture Ireland;
 Council Review

Policy Background:
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective

LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.2 Promoting Healthy Communities
b) Retail
2.3.3 Requiring Good Design
e) Compact Development and Density
Moyross
Retain and refurbish existing housing units where possible within Moyross in tandem with
creating new connections with natural surveillance, functional public open spaces and a
more consolidated urban structure refocussed around the existing community hub and
District Centre at Watch House Cross;
Southill
2. Retain and refurbish existing housing units where possible within Kincora, Carew,
Keyes and O'Malley Parks in tandem with creating new connections with natural
surveillance, functional public open spaces and a more consolidated urban structure
refocussed around the existing community hub containing the Church, Southill Area
Centre and the Health Centre;

St. Mary’s Park and King’s Island
1. Retain and refurbish existing housing units where possible within St. Mary's Park in
tandem with creating new connections with natural surveillance, functional public open
spaces and a more consolidated urban structure refocussed around the existing St.
Mary's Community Centre;
3. Develop sites for replacement housing in the short-medium term within a suitable
catchment area of the city core (500-800m) from which residents can easily access local
services and convenience shopping;
Ballinacurra Weston
1. Retain and refurbish existing housing units where possible within Ballinacurra Weston
in tandem with creating new connections with natural surveillance, functional public
open spaces and a more consolidated urban structure refocussed around the existing Our
Lady of Lourdes Community Centre;
2. Develop a brownfield site for replacement housing at Crecora Avenue in the short
term within a suitable catchment area of the city core (500- 800m) from which residents
can easily access local services and convenience shopping;

Design and Public
Realm Code
Housing Strategy
2014 (October)

All Areas
Promote a higher quality residential built environment, with a greater mix of units and
increased densities, in greenfield/brownfield sites proposed for replacement housing, in
line with Government legislation and guidelines;
Section 10: Public Realm And Design Code Compliance Checklist
2.2 Priority Sites for delivery of replacement housing
3.0 Updated Housing Strategy 2014
4.0 Future Development Sites

For the purposes of this indicator, two density calculations are provided, depending on what stage
a particular scheme is at. They are as follows:
 Site density: Calculated for sites at advanced design development stage/approaching Part 8
and includes only the residential component of the land area;
 Net residential density: A broader calculation for sites at outline feasibility stage and
includes the residential component plus local roads – Density calculations in the Housing
Strategy 2014 were determined based on this density calculation.
Baseline:
Regeneration Area

MOYROSS

Site Name and
Location

Density
Calculation
Method
PROJECTS (2013)
Cliona Park Phase 1
Site density
(completed)

Density

Site Name and
Location

Density

0.59 x 34 = 57uph

Activities to Date:
Regeneration Area

MOYROSS

Density
Calculation
Method
PROJECTS (2014-2015)
Cosgrave Park
Site density
(Approaching Part 8)
Dalgaish Park
Net residential

0.94 x 50 = 53uph
0.6 x 35 = 58uph

ST.MARY’S PARK + KING’S
ISLAND

CITY-WIDE SCHEMES

(DoECLG Approval
phase)
Gaol Lane new-build:

density
Site density

0.029ha x 2 units = 69 units per
hectare

Sheep
Street/Athlunkard
Street
Vizes Court Phase 2
Lord Edward Street

Site density

.09ha x 8 units = 88 units per
hectare

Site density
Site density

Waller’s Well

Site density

0.33 x 29 = 87 units per hectare
1.35 x 83 = 61 units per
hectare
0.2 x 10 = 50 units per hectare

Comment on Progress:
In Moyross, schemes planned immediately adjacent to Watch House Cross are achieving site
densities higher than 50 units per hectare. Similarly, schemes at St. Mary’s Park and King’s Island
are reaching sustainable densities. City centre schemes at Vizes Court Phase 2 and Lord Edward
Street are reaching a suitable density in excess of 60 units per hectare given their city centre
locations.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future in the tracking schemes is to acquire the relevant data on a
yearly basis.

Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Office of Regeneration internal databases;
 Adopted Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan.

Policy Background:
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective

LRFIP AreaSpecific
Objectives

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.2 Promoting Healthy Communities
b) Retail
2.3.3 Requiring Good Design
e) Compact Development and Density
Moyross
Retain and refurbish existing housing units where possible within Moyross in tandem with
creating new connections with natural surveillance, functional public open spaces and a
more consolidated urban structure refocussed around the existing community hub and
District Centre at Watch House Cross;
Southill
2. Retain and refurbish existing housing units where possible within Kincora, Carew,

Keyes and O'Malley Parks in tandem with creating new connections with natural
surveillance, functional public open spaces and a more consolidated urban structure
refocussed around the existing community hub containing the Church, Southill Area
Centre and the Health Centre;
St. Mary’s Park and King’s Island
1.Retain and refurbish existing housing units where possible within St. Mary's Park in
tandem with creating new connections with natural surveillance, functional public open
spaces and a more consolidated urban structure refocussed around the existing St.
Mary's Community Centre;
3. Develop sites for replacement housing in the short-medium term within a suitable
catchment area of the city core (500-800m) from which residents can easily access local
services and convenience shopping;
Ballinacurra Weston
1. Retain and refurbish existing housing units where possible within Ballinacurra Weston
in tandem with creating new connections with natural surveillance, functional public
open spaces and a more consolidated urban structure refocussed around the existing Our
Lady of Lourdes Community Centre;
2. Develop a brownfield site for replacement housing at Crecora Avenue in the short
term within a suitable catchment area of the city core (500- 800m) from which residents
can easily access local services and convenience shopping;

Design and Public
Realm Code
Housing Strategy
2014 (October)

All Areas
Promote a higher quality residential built environment, with a greater mix of units and
increased densities, in greenfield/brownfield sites proposed for replacement housing, in
line with Government legislation and guidelines;
Section 10: Public Realm And Design Code Compliance Checklist
2.2 Priority Sites for delivery of replacement housing
3.0 Updated Housing Strategy 2014
4.0 Future Development Sites

Baseline:
For the purposes of this indicator, no developments with a density level between 35-50 units per
hectare were completed in 2013.
Activities to Date:
Within the residential zones of the regeneration areas the following planned schemes (priority
schemes for replacement housing) with DoECLG approval are between 35-50 units per hectare.
Three schemes are achieving over 50 units per hectare as highlighted in italics below.
Regeneration Area

Site Name and Location

Density Calculation
Method

Density

MOYROSS

Infill site at College Avenue
(approval as part of 68 master
approval):
Cliona Park Phase 3 (approval as
part of 68 master approval):

Net residential density

1.0ha x 50 units = 50
units per hectare

Net residential density

0.36ha x 18 units = 50
units per hectare

Cliona Park Phase 2 (approaching
Part 8 Planning)
Cliona Park Gap Site (nearing
completion)

Site density

0.2ha x 10 = 50 units
per hectare
.04ha x 2 units = 50
units per hectare

PROJECTS (2014-2015)

Site density

ST.MARY’S PARK +
KING’S ISLAND

SOUTHILL

Cliona Park/Cloncananne Road

Site density

20 Infill housing units

Site density

Orchard site:

Site density

Churchfield (at Part 8 Planning)

Site density

Markievicz Drive(Preliminary
DoECLG approval)
Infill Housing at Carew Park
(Preliminary DoECLG approval)
Southill Older Persons
Accommodation (complete and
tenanted)

Net residential density
Net residential density
Site density

.04ha x 2 units = 50
units per hectare
0.35x20 = 57 units per
hectare
0.7ha x 26 units = 37
units per hectare
2ha x 80 units = 45
units per hectare
0.41 x 13 = 31 units per
hectare
0.66 x 37 = 56 units per
hectare
0.6 x 35 = 58 units per
hectare

Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Office of Regeneration internal databases;
 Adopted Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan.

St. Mary’s Park: Infill sites identified for new-build replacement homes to supply a need and mend the street
fabric

For analysis of this indicator, data from the CSO 2016, when available, will be used to compare
data with CSO data from 2011.
In the interim and for the purposes of this Monitoring Report 2014/2015, this indicator has been
analysed together in the context of the Limerick Smarter Travel Programme which has the
regeneration area of Southill as one of its four designated hubs for interventions. The Limerick
Smarter Travel School Project is a project which is being delivered in partnership with An Taisce's
Green-Schools Travel Programme. This project aims to work with schools to reduce car dependency
and encourage more sustainable modes of transport such as walking, cycling, carpooling and public
transport. Information collated to date provides a useful snapshot of key interventions being
carried out.
Policy Background:
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective

LRFIP AreaSpecific
Objectives

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.4 Promoting Sustainable Movement
a) Public Transport
b) Car Parking
c) Reducing Poor Connectivity
Southill
1c) Transform the Roxborough Road, the main access road dividing O'Malley Park, Keyes,
Kincora and Carew Parks, from a route that is predominantly designed for the movement
of vehicles to a traffic calmed street where the needs of pedestrians, cyclists and public
transport users are prioritised. Measures to slow down traffic, for example the
narrowing of carriageways, the redesign of the major junction at Roxboro roundabout
and sideroad entry treatments to Keyes and Kincora Parks, will be incorporated to
improve safety for all road users. The Roxborough Road is also a designated Smarter
Travel route with an opportunity to establish a ‘safe route to school' making the street
safer for parents and children to use
Moyross
1. Upgrade the existing Moyross Avenue from a route that is predominantly designed
for the movement of vehicles to a traffic calmed street where the needs of
pedestrians, cyclists and public transport users are prioritised. Measures to slow
down traffic, for example the narrowing of carriageways and side-road entry
treatments to the various residential estates, will be incorporated to improve safety
for all road users
St. Mary’s Park and King’s Island
3. Upgrade the existing Moyross Avenue from a route that is predominantly designed for
the movement of vehicles to a traffic calmed street where the needs of pedestrians,
cyclists and public transport users are prioritised. Measures to slow down traffic, for
example the narrowing of carriageways and side-road entry treatments to the various
residential estates, will be incorporated to improve safety for all road users;

Baseline:
The baseline data presented below is summarised from the 2011 census data and is detailed in
Appendix 1 of the adopted LRFIP.

Percentage Who Travel Less Than 30 Minutes To Work/School/College By Regeneration Area
St. Mary’s Park
Southill
Ballinacurra Weston
Moyross

63%
78%
72%
70%

Percentage Of The Population That Travels On Foot Or By Bicycle
St. Mary’s Park
Southill
Ballinacurra Weston
Moyross

Regeneration Area
43%
30%
44%
42%

City-Wide
33%

National Figure
17%

Percentage Of The Population That Uses Public Transport
St. Mary’s Park
Southill
Ballinacurra Weston
Moyross

Regeneration Area
6%
14%
11%
9%

City-Wide
7%

National Figure
13%

Percentage of Households with no cars
St. Mary’s Park
Southill
Ballinacurra Weston
Moyross

Regeneration Area
57%
43%
58%
50%

City-Wide
32%

National Figure
16%.

Activities to Date:
Limerick Smarter Travel School Project has carried out 2 key activities to date to measure the
outputs of this indicator which include surveys and educational workshops. These are described in
more detail as follows:
Surveys
Galvone National School, Southill
Baseline data for Galvone National School in Southill was carried out in 2014 by the Limerick
Smarter Travel School Project and is recorded below: Follow on surveys will commence in 2015 to
measure and compare with baseline data collected for 2014 and will be updated in next year’s
Monitoring Report.

GALVONE NATIONAL SCHOOL, SOUTHILL
Do you carpool to/from school?

Walk to School

48.6

From
School
48.6

Cycle to School

1.4

0.0

37.5
1.4

44.4
1.4

Car
Private Bus
Public Transport
Park & Stride
Other

To School

0.0

0.0

11.1

5.6

0.0

0.0

Total
Respondents:
72
Yes

28.6

19.4

No

71.4

80.6

How would you prefer to travel to school?

Walk to School

41.7

Cycle to School

41.7

Car
Private Bus
Public Transport

16.7
0.0
0.0

Park & Stride
Other

Cycling Behaviour
Query

%

Mode

From
School %

Mode

%

%

Total Respondents:
72

To school
%

How do you travel to/from school?

0.0
0.0

Key Findings from Baseline Data:
 48.6% walk to and from school
 37.5% of students are driven to school
 Of the 37.5% of students, 28.6% carpool
 0% opt for public transport.

%

Own or have use of a
bicycle
Cycle their bike at home
Own a helmet
Wear a helmet

93.1

Have lights on their bike

51.4

Wear a high viz vest when
cycling

22.2

79.2
27.8
16.7

OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE
Baseline data for Our Lady Queen of Peace, adjacent to Southill, was carried out in 2012 by the
Limerick Smarter Travel School Project and is recorded below: Follow on surveys were carried out
in 2013 and 2014 are also displayed to measure and compare with baseline data.

How do you travel to/from school?
Mode
Oct-12 Nov.
2013
Walk to
47.22
33.33
School
Cycle to
27.78
47.62
School
Car
16.67
8.57
Private Bus
1.85
0.00
Public
0.93
5.71
Transport
Park & Stride
0.00
2.86
Other
5.56
1.90

Cycling Behaviour
Query
Own or have use of
Cycle their bike
Own a helmet
Wear a helmet
Have lights
Wear a hi-viz

Oct-12
84.26
66.67
25.93
17.59
33.33
28.70

Do you carpool to/from school?
Jun14
26.04
55.21
4.17
0.00
1.04

0
100

Nov-13

Jun-14

Yes

12.72727

7.407407

17.24138

No

87.27273

92.59259

82.75862

2.08
11.46

Nov. 2013
77.14
67.62
37.14
23.81
43.81
46.67

Do you participate in Weekly Walking Events?
Oct-12
Nov-13
Yes
No

Oct-12

59.047619
40.952381

Jun14
79.17
70.83
34.38
10.42
41.67
26.04

Jun-14
54.166667
45.833333

Are you aware of Limerick Smarter Travel?

yes
No

Oct-12
0
100

Jun-14
48.95833
51.04167

Key Findings from Baseline Data from Our Lady Queen of Peace School:
 Compared to 2012 figures:
o there is an increase of 27% of those who cycle in 2014;
o there is a decrease of 13% of those who travel by car in 2014;
o there is an increase of 4.5% of those who carpool in 2014.

Educational Workshops
The following information provides a summary of key actions from the following schools in the
designated regeneration hub carried out to date:
ACTIONS TAKEN IN
2013-2014
Bike Bonanza
June 2013, September
2013, June 2014,
September 2014

AIM
Repair bicycles ahead of bike
week with community
members



Galvone NS Southill
& Gaelscoil Sheoirse
Clancy (at Southill
House)

Bus in the City Workshop
Sep-14

Raise awareness about public
transport routes in the vicinity
of the school and the benefits
of Public Transport



35 students in total

Our Lady Queen of
Peace
(adjacent to
Southill)

Don't Park Here initiative
May 2014 - ongoing

Improve safety at the school
gate - reduce frequency of
double parking. School won
the RSA Leading Light Award
in Dec 2014





30 individuals
involved from the
wider community and
4th class students
This initiative has
been extended as a
pilot enterprise with
the Mens Shed group
in Janesboro.
1st - 6th Class in
both schools

All schools

Galvone NS & Our
Lady Queen of
Peace

Mapping Workshop
May 2014, Dec 2014

Mapping routes to school,
exploring travel networks in
the local area

Gaelscoil Sheoirse
Clancy

Walkability Audit
Jan 2013, Jan 2014

Audit routes for safety issues

Our Lady Queen of
Peace

Walking Bus
Aimed to create a walking
bus system from local
estates
Apr-14

Galvone, Our Lady
Queen of Peace,
Gaelscoil Sheoirse
Clancy

Mapping Student
Distribution.

Galvone, Our Lady
Queen of Peace,
Gaelscoil Sheoirse
Clancy

Site Assessment Survey

COMMENTARY





100+ bicycles
repaired.
Collaboration with
Southill Mens Shed
Group and local
bicycle repair shops



1st class took part in
a pilot (30 students)

Identify key routes and
opportunities to promote
sustainable travel



446 student
addresses mapped

Identify the needs of the
school, barriers faced and
school policy



Useful exercise in
identifying schools
awareness of
sustainable travel
and safety concern

Comment on Progress:
Progress continues to be made in terms of sustainable transport. Key investment in the delivery of
projects (capital and educational investment) for walking and cycling, along with other public
transport improvements, as part of the Limerick Smarter Travel Schools Project and investment in
improved placemaking as part of the Limerick Regeneration Programme, are helping to achieve a
modal shift.

Bus in the City: 35 students from Galvone NS & Gaelscoil Sheoirse Clancy participated in the LST Bus in the
City initiative for European Mobility Week 2014

Bike Repair Bonanza:School hub bike repair events were held for National Bike Week & European Mobility
Week 2013/2014 (pictured above –June 2014 & Sept 2014)

Recommendation for future Monitoring:
Data collated thusfar will be used to provide further analysis to the key tends emerging once the
official Census data for 2016 is published.

Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Limerick Smarter Travel Unit;
 An Taisce Green-Schools Travel Programme;
 CSO Census Data 2011.

Policy Background:
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective
LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
4. Promote sustainable movement
All Regeneration Areas
Encourage, in new and refurbished homes, the incorporation of energy and water
efficiency measures to at least meet Irish national standards and guidelines.
Refurbishment of both privately owned and local authority tenanted homes will be
carried out to achieve a BER rating of C;
St. Mary’s Park and King’s Island
Open Space and Public Realm Strategy
9. Explore the potential to upgrade Eel’s Weir to provide a cycle, pedestrian and
vehicular link to the New Road and beyond and ensure that any development proposed
does not have a negative impact on habitats;
Southill
1c) Transform the Roxborough Road, the main access road dividing O'Malley Park, Keyes,
Kincora and Carew Parks, from a route that is predominantly designed for the movement
of vehicles to a traffic calmed street where the needs of pedestrians, cyclists and public
transport users are prioritised. Measures to slow down traffic, for example the
narrowing of carriageways, the redesign of the major junction at Roxboro roundabout
and sideroad entry treatments to Keyes and Kincora Parks, will be incorporated to
improve safety for all road users. The Roxborough Road is also a designated Smarter
Travel route with an opportunity to establish a ‘safe route to school' making the street
safer for parents and children to use;
Moyross
3. Upgrade the existing Moyross Avenue from a route that is predominantly designed for
the movement of vehicles to a traffic calmed street where the needs of pedestrians,
cyclists and public transport users are prioritised. Measures to slow down traffic, for
example the narrowing of carriageways and side-road entry treatments to the various
residential estates, will be incorporated to improve safety for all road users;

Design and Public
Realm Code

1.0 Streets
6.0 Public Open Spaces
6.2 Detailed Design Guidelines
Home Zones
Hard Landscape Materials
Public Realm and Design Code Checklist

Baseline:
Within the four regeneration areas, there are no designated cycle lanes.
Activities to Date:
A total length of 1170m (585m x 2) of cycle lanes will be delivered as part of the replacement
housing schemes at Churchfield Southill and Cosgrave Park, Moyross. Thomond Weir is currently at
pre-feasibility stage and proposes to deliver a total length of 760m (380m x 2) of cycle lanes. A
breakdown is described as follows:

Churchfield Southill
The direct connection from Roxboro roundabout (through the 'Galvone Arms' site) to the heart of
Southill is designated as a 'Link' route in the Design and Public Realm Code, prepared by the Office
of Regeneration. This type of street works at the next level down in the hierarchy from the 'Arterial'
route at Childer's Road and is not intended to accommodate through traffic. The replacement
housing scheme at Churchfield (at Part 8 public display stage) proposes to part deliver a strategic
cycle link through Southill (1.8m wide cycle lanes) at either side of the carriageway to a length of
approximately 210 metres. It is proposed that the remainder of this strategic cycle link will be
developed in accordance with the specifications of the Design and Public Realm Code and in
alignment with the Churchfield scheme.
Cosgrave Park, Moyross
Similar to the Churchfield scheme, a link street is proposed along Moyross Avenue with cycle lanes
either side of the carriageway. The Cosgrave Park scheme (at Part 8 public display stage) proposes
to part deliver this cycle link through Moyross (1.8m wide cycle lanes) to a length of approximately
375 metres. The remainder of the cycle link will be developed as part of future replacement
housing and non residential schemes in accordance with the Design and Public Realm Code
specifications and in alignment with the Cosgrave Park Scheme.
Thomond Weir
A specific objective for St. Mary’s Park is the delivery of a ‘Link’ street by upgrading the existing
structure of Thomond Weir to accommodate 2 traffic lanes (6m wide), 2 Cycle paths (2 x 1.75m
wide) and 2 footways (2 x 2.5m wide) from St. Mary’s Park to New Road to a length of
approximately 380m. This project is currently at pre-feasibility stage to determine if the existing
structure is capable of accommodating the design parameters outlined above.
Comment on Progress:
There has been a considerable change in policy relating to shifting the modal to decrease car usage
and increase bicycle travel through the adopted LRFIP and the Design and Public Realm Code for
the Regeneration Areas. The provision of safe, comfortable and convenient cycle lanes are being
delivered as part of the replacement housing schemes within the regeneration areas, in accordance
with the adopted LRFIP and Design and Public Realm Code.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future in the tracking of the delivery of cycle lanes is to acquire the
relevant data on a yearly basis as replacement housing schemes and non-residential schemes
approach planning permission. This data will be interrogated as part of the overall evaluation
study, to commence in 2016, in relation to linkages to other themes.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Limerick City and County Council Internal Databases;
 Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan;
 Design and Public Realm Code.

The architectural design and construction of the new homes and the refurbishment of existing stock
can make a major contribution to the creation of a more sustainable environment by reducing the
emissions of large amounts of CO2. All refurbishment of existing private and local authority
tenanted homes will be upgraded to a BER rating of C1, thereby reducing annual CO2 emissions. All
new-build schemes will be designed to a B3 rating, to comply with Part L, J and F of the relevant
Building Regulations
Policy Background:
LRFIP Vision Statement

LRFIP Strategic Objective

LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages
enjoy a good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their
place. Well-serviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically
connected and fully integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of
Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.8 Meeting the Challenge of Climate Change and Flooding
a) Sustainable Construction and Environmental Responsibility
B) Re-Use of Existing Building Stock
All Regeneration Areas
Encourage, in new and refurbished homes, the incorporation of energy and water
efficiency measures to at least meet Irish national standards and guidelines.
Refurbishment of both privately owned and local authority tenanted homes will
be carried out to achieve a BER rating of C;
Refurbishment Strategy

Baseline:
Prior to commencement of the thermal upgrade programme, the average BER rating of existing
homes (pre-works) in the regeneration areas was E2.
Activities to Date:
The following table provides information on units that will be completed by December 2015. In this
regard, Contracts 105 and 106 have been omitted from calculations as their completion dates are
expected in early 2016. Average BER ratings are derived from contracts pre and post works
completed in the regeneration areas to date for an average unit of 80m2 on the basis of typical
occupancy.
2014
PRE-WORKS
Number of
Units

96

BER
Rating
(preworks)
E2

POST-WORKS

Annual CO2
emissions (in
tonnes)

Total C02
emission
(in tonnes)

6.8

653

BER
Rating
(postworks)
C1

Annual CO2
emissions (in
tonnes)

Total C02
emission
(in tonnes)

Annual CO2
emission savings (in
tonnes)

2.5

240

413

2.5

1215

2090

(Contracts 1-4 excluding 1a)
486

E2

6.8

3305

2015
C1

(Contracts
5-106)

3370.1

2112.6

1257.5

TOTAL

4023.1

2352.6

1670.5

Annual % CO2 emission savings – 42% REDUCTION

Comment on Progress:
An analysis was undertaken related to the thermal upgrade programme for 2014/2015 to establish
the projected annual carbon savings secured. The total carbon dioxide savings sees a reduction of
approximately 42%.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future in the tracking of carbon savings is to acquire the relevant
data on a yearly basis. This data will be interrogated as part of the overall evaluation study, to be
commenced in 2016, in relation to linkages to other themes. A proposal for future analysis of this
indicator is to track the number of B rated dwellings or greater in the regeneration areas (within
public and private ownership).
Data Sources:
 SEAI;
 Office of Regeneration internal database on BER averages (pre and post works).

Irish Water have indicated that it is their intention to pursue a policy of ‘nil discharge’ of surface
water into the combined or foul network for all new developments. An approach for replacement
housing schemes within the regeneration areas is to work towards full removal of surface water
from combined systems or a controlled discharge through the use of sustainable urban drainage
systems such as attenuation tanks and soakaways. This indicator is based on significant schemes
that have been granted Part 8 planning permission or are approaching this stage with SUDs integral
to the drainage system.

Policy Background:
The core objective of this indicator is to mitigate against surface water flooding.
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective
LRFIP Strategic
Objective
LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

Design and Public
Realm Code

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.8 Meeting the Challenge of Climate Change and Flooding
All Regeneration Areas
Open Space and Public Realm Strategy
Minimise run-off to the existing drainage infrastructure through the integration of
Sustainable Urban Drainage System (SUDS) technologies on a site-by-site basis as
appropriate, i.e. swales, porous paving etc;
2.0 Streets
6.1 General Objectives
6.2 Detailed Design Guidelines
SUDS Measures
10.0 Public Realm And Design Code Compliance Checklist

Baseline:
In 2012, 1 scheme at Colivet Drive Southill was granted Part 8 planning permission with SUDS
features integral to the drainage system.
Activities to Date:
Two schemes at Churchfield Southill and Cosgrave Park Southill are at Part 8 Planning application
stage. The scheme at Cosgrave Park has attenuation tanks proposed as part of its drainage system
which has been designed to collect surface water from Cliona Park Phase 1, the gap site and Cliona
Park Phase 2.
Regeneration
Area

Site Name and Location

No. of
Units

MOYROSS

Cliona Park gap site

2

New-Build
At Construction Stage

Cliona Park Phase 2

10

Completion date of March 2015

50 units at Cosgrave
Park

50

Approaching Part 8 Planning
application stage

✓2 attenuation tanks
proposed (1 tank measuring
for 450m3 and another tanks
to collect surface water run
off from approx 0.48ha)

SUDs

✓ Cosgrave Park
attenuation tanks will
collect surface water from
this scheme
✓ Cosgrave Park
attenuation tanks will
collect surface water from
this scheme

Regeneration
Area

Site Name and Location

Status as at January 2015

SUDs

SOUTHILL

Colivet Court

Completed

1 surface attenuation tank
(128m3) and soakaways to
front of units along Colivet
Drive
✓surface water from the
development will fall by
gravity to two attenuation
tanks – (storage capacity
100m3) and 470m3)

Churchfield

No. of
Units
New-Build
35

Status as at January 2015

80

Part 8 Planning Stage

Comment on Progress:
Considerable progress has been made on the objective to promote increased use of SUDs techniques
in relation to new-build replacement housing schemes. A key recommendation for the future in the
tracking of this indicator is to acquire the relevant data on a yearly basis. This data will be
interrogated as part of the overall evaluation study, to commence in 2016, in relation to linkages to
other themes.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future is to acquire the relevant data on a yearly basis for all built
form within public and private ownership. This data will be interrogated as part of the overall
evaluation study, to commence in 2016, in relation to linkages to other themes.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:






Office of Regeneration internal databases;
Limerick City and County Council planning permission database;
Adopted Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan;
Design and Public Realm Code.

Generally, all replacement housing schemes proposed in the regeneration areas will be provided
with low or variable capacity flushing toilets as well as low volume taps and shower heads. This will
be considered further as projects approach detailed tender design stage.
More detailed monitoring information will be collected on water consumption from Irish Water and
Environment Directorate of LCCC when available.

St. Mary’s is serviced via a series of communal lead services from 3” cast iron water mains on the
public road. These communal lead services traverse private properties through the rear gardens and
connect individually into the houses from this communal lead looped service. The solution to the
water supply difficulties in St. Mary’s park is to remove the entire compliment of common lead
looped supplies and provide new services from the existing water mains on the public road to each
individual property.
Policy Background:
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective
LRFIP Strategic
Objective
LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.8 Meeting the Challenge of Climate Change and Flooding
2.3.9 Conserve and Enhance the Natural Environment
All Regeneration Areas
3.Encourage, in new and refurbished homes, the incorporation of energy and water
efficiency measures to at least meet Irish national standards and guidelines.
St. Mary’s Park
6. Environmentally improve the existing street network of St. Mary's Park to provide a
safe, attractive, accessible and well-designed network of streets in tandem with the
upgrade to the existing water network and refurbishment works to existing houses.
Infrastructure
12. Upgrade the existing water network in St. Mary’s Park in tandem with refurbishment
works to existing houses. St. Mary's Park is currently serviced by a 3 inch cast iron water
main network (which dates from the 1930s). The provision of adequate water is a key
development objective in the short-term to sustainably develop the water
and drainage infrastructure for St Mary’s Park for existing and future residents.

Baseline:
Limerick City and County Council is aware of the level of leakage on the communal lead services
The level of water leakage in the estate is high, well above the city-wide level of 46% and the
desired level of less than 30%.

Activities to Date:
The solution to the water supply difficulties in St Mary’s park is to remove the entire compliment of
common lead looped supplies and provide new services from the existing water mains on the public
road to each individual property. As at February 2015, correspondence from Irish Water anticipates
a site start date for late May/early June for this work with the works to be complete within 3
months. Expected completion date therefore is September 2015.
Comment on Progress:
Progress is being made in 2015 for the replacement of the lead system in St. Mary’s Park.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future is to continue to monitor water leakage levels in the
regeneration areas, in consultation with Irish Water and Limerick City and County Council. The
objective of reducing leakage levels within St. Mary’s Park, and to eliminate occurrences of loss of
supply and poor pressures, whilst conserving the natural environment, will significantly improve the
quality of life for residents in St. Mary’s Park. This data will be interrogated as part of the overall
evaluation study, to commence in 2016, in relation to linkages to other themes.
Data Sources:
Irish Water;
Limerick City and County Council.

The amount of household waste collected per head is inextricably linked to recycling. Therefore, it
is proposed that this indicator can be analysed in conjunction with indicator 3.25 when a fuller
evidence base is collected throughout 2015.
Policy Background:
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective
LRFIP Strategic
Objective
Design and Public
Realm Code

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.8 Meeting the Challenge of Climate Change and Flooding
2.3.9 Conserve and Enhance the Natural Environment
5.7.1 Street Types: A1/B1/B2/B3/C1: Bins
5.7.4 Special Buildings
5.7.8 Residential Infill
5.7.9 Residential New Build

Baseline:
Activities to Date:
The Office of Regeneration is actively promoting the provision of individual bin storage in
replacement housing schemes. Communal bin storage systems are only to be considered for nonresidential buildings such as mixed use and employment uses.
All schemes at planning application stage and approaching planning application stage comply with
the current Limerick City Development Plan standards that require all residential units to have
adequate storage for a 3-bin system – organic, dry recyclables and residual waste in an effort to
segregate and reduce the amount of waste destined for landfill. Each residential unit for

replacement housing schemes will be provided with secure ventilated refuse storage for either
within front, rear or side gardens and will be located within lockable steel and brick enclosures.
Comment on Progress:
The individual control of household waste contributes effectively in helping to increase the amount
of waste being recycled and reducing the amount of waste directed to landfill sites. The
improvement in recycling can also be attributed to the proactive effort of the Environment
Directorate of Limerick City and County Council to raise awareness of recycling and waste
segregation. Furthermore, the recently published Government Circular WP 01/15 regarding the
introduction of new household waste legislation, will assist in waste reduction and segregation by
requiring all collectors of household waste to have pay-by-weight systems in place and to record
the weight of waste each time a bin is lifted. The requirement for collectors of household waste to
charge on a by-weight basis will not apply until July 2016. During this adjustment period households
will be provided with the weight of each bin for each collection in order to encourage waste
prevention and segregation and to allow them calculate the likely pay by weight charges after such
fees have been announced by their service provider for commencement of the system in July 2016.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future is to collect data on the level of waste weight and type of
household waste being generated in the regeneration areas once the pay by weight systems are in
place. This data will be interrogated as part of the overall evaluation study, to commence in 2016,
in relation to linkages to other themes.

This indicator will be analysed in conjunction with Indicator 3.24.

This indicator will require a qualitative assessment to be undertaken as part of the overall
Household Survey, which will commence in 2016.

The data correlated in the Census and the Office of Regeneration database relates to occupied
homes only. A diversity in tenure mix is both an important objective and intended consequence of
the regeneration programme. The importance of increasing tenure mix is related to the benefits of
lifting the economic base of the area for the benefit of new and future residents. Whilst the
attraction of homes in the regeneration areas for private development is an obvious way of
diversifying mix, mechanisms for local authority tenanted homes such as pathways to owneroccupation under the provisions of the current Housing Act and the involvement of AHBs in delivery
of specialist housing etc., can actively be promoted over the next few years to provide a
diversification in tenure.

Policy Background:
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.5 Deliver a Wide Choice of High Quality Homes
a) Tenure and Income Mix
b) Addressing Current and Future Need

LRFIP AreaSpecific
Objectives

Housing Strategy
2014 (October)

1.7 Delivering Tenure Diversification
Appendix 3: Core Strategy Compliance
9. Promote high-quality design and detailing in replacement and refurbished homes to
create a sense of robustness and longevity as well as support tenure-blind principles;
10. Include a diversity and fluidity of tenure options to ensure that each part of
Ballinacurra Weston becomes more mixed. (Please refer to Tenure Diversity Strategy for
more detailed information);
2.0 Housing Strategy
3.0 Updated Housing Strategy 2014
4.0 Future Development Sites

Baseline (2011/2012):
2011
Regeneration Area
SOUTHILL
MOYROSS
ST.MARY’S PARK
BALLINACURRA
WESTON

Private (%)
35
33
55
59

Regeneration Area

Private (%)

SOUTHILL
MOYROSS
ST.MARY’S PARK
BALLINACURRA
WESTON

47
34
65
72

Local Authority (%)
64
67
35
24

2012
Change relative
to 2011 baseline
+12
+2
+10
-13

Local Authority (%)
53
66
35
28

Change relative to 2011
baseline
-11
-1
0
-4

Activities to Date (2013):

Regeneration Area

Private (%)

SOUTHILL
MOYROSS
ST.MARY’S PARK
BALLINACURRA
WESTON

55
35
65
71

2013
Change relative
to 2011 baseline
+20
+2
+10
+12

Local Authority (%)
45
65
35
29

Change relative to 2011
baseline
-19
-2
0
+5

Comment on Progress:
The adopted LRFIP with specific reference to Appendix 3: Compliance with Core Strategy and
Volume 3: Implementation and Delivery (page 452) and section 1.7 Delivering Tenure Diversification
(page 299) highlights the importance of achieving improved tenure diversity to promote social,
economic and physical regeneration.
A key physical objective is to provide attractive environments, well managed and overlooked public
spaces and a good quality public realm, in tandem with social and economic interventions. Such
physical measures create an attractive environment for all who live there, encouraging greater
levels of community pride and home ownerships, with an objective to create a safe and sustainable
community which will be an attractive environment for future private investment.
Considerable progress has been made from 2011 to date in rebalancing the tenure mix of the
regeneration areas. Over the years it is hoped that this tenure balance will continue to improve as
tenants can opt to buy their dwellings from the Local Authority through the Incremental Purchase
Scheme.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future in the tracking of tenure mix is to acquire the relevant data
on a yearly basis. A stock survey and Housing Strategy is carried out by the Office of Regeneration
on a yearly basis to capture this data. This data will be interrogated as part of the overall
evaluation study, to commence in 2016, in relation to linkages to other themes.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 CSO 2011;
 Adopted Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan;
 Housing Strategy for the regeneration areas (October 2014).

Policy Background:
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.5 Deliver a Wide Choice of High Quality Homes
a) Tenure and Income Mix
b) Addressing Current and Future Need

LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

Housing Strategy
2014 (October)

1.7 Delivering Tenure Diversification
Appendix 3: Core Strategy Compliance
9. Promote high-quality design and detailing in replacement and refurbished homes to
create a sense of robustness and longevity as well as support tenure-blind principles;

3.0 Updated Housing Strategy 2014

Baseline (2012/2013):

2012
Regeneration Area
Southill
Moyross
St.Mary’s Park
Ballinacurra Weston

2013
Regeneration Area

Southill
Moyross
St.Mary’s Park
Ballinacurra Weston
OVERALL REDUCTION

Activities to Date (2014):
2014
Regeneration Area

Southill
Moyross
St.Mary’s Park
Ballinacurra Weston
OVERALL REDUCTION

December 31 2012
Number of Units

Private

Local Authority

71
81
71
32

December 31 2013
Number of Units

Private

Local Authority

Change
relative to
2012 baseline
-17
+3
-18
+2
-30

Local
Authority

Change
relative to
2012
baseline

54
84
53
34

December 31 2014
Number of Units

Data
Data
Data
Data

currently
currently
currently
currently

Private

being
being
being
being

verified
verified
verified
verified

for
for
for
for

2014
2014
2014
2014

data
data
data
data

Comment on Progress:
Low demand in a regeneration area is manifested through void properties. From 2012 to 2013 there
is a clear trend emerging with an overall reduction in void properties within the overall housing
stock. This is in part due to the demolition strategy gaining momentum but also a return to
occupation of void properties.
The Office of Regeneration will continue to tackle void housing by a series of integrated
interventions to improve the overall desirability of the regeneration areas, as follows:
• Demolition in scheduled areas as outlined in the adopted LRFIP;
• Reshaping the range and type of void properties through refurbishment and knock-throughs
where applicable;
• Devising 'image management' strategies for estates in an effort to reduce stigmatisation and
improve area desirability;
• Encouraging greater tenure and tenant mix to improve area desirability;
• Non-housing physical improvements such as improved amenities, community facilities,
schools and environmental improvements as well as the obvious new-build replacement
housing are seen as crucial to increasing housing demand and reducing the prevalence of
void properties.
Strategies for dealing with low demand are more advanced in the local authority owned stock than
in those in private ownership. In this regard, the Office of Regeneration has more direct levers to

change patterns of management, allocations and investment for local authority owned stock in a
timely manner. In relation to privately owned void properties, there are difficulties in gaining
access to private owners or landlords in some instances. However, the Office of Regeneration is
making progress, utilising in some instances, legislation in relation to Dangerous Structures (The
Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act, 1964) and Derelict Sites (Derelict Sites Act, 1990), where
appropriate.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future in the tracking of the number of vacant properties is to
acquire the relevant data on a yearly basis. A stock survey and Housing Strategy by the Office of
Regeneration is carried out on a yearly basis to capture this data. This data will be interrogated as
part of the overall evaluation study in relation to linkages to other themes, which will commence in
2016.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Adopted Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan;
 Limerick City and County Council housing database - ihouse (January 2015) – currently being
verified.

This indicator is linked to indicator 3.28.

In the regeneration areas, investment in improvements to the energy efficiency of homes, have
been and are likely to continue to be a highly effective way of improving the health and wellbeing
of residents, preventing unnecessary ill health and reducing costs to the HSE and reducing the
burden and anxiety of care for friends and relatives. The continued funding provides a reduction in
heating bills and thus reduced carbon emissions. Furthermore, thermal upgrade works will improve
the long term viability of the regeneration area’s housing stock. Continued investment in the
thermal upgrade programme has proven to have had very significant benefits for residents’ sense of
wellbeing.
Policy Background:
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.8 Meeting the Challenge of Climate Change and Flooding
a) Sustainable Construction and Environmental Responsibility
b) Re-Use of Existing Building Stock

LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

All Regeneration Areas
Encourage, in new and refurbished homes, the incorporation of energy and water
efficiency measures to at least meet Irish national standards and guidelines.
Refurbishment of both privately owned and local authority tenanted homes will be
carried out to achieve a BER rating of C;

LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

All Regeneration Areas
Refurbishment Strategy

Baseline:
No thermal upgrades were carried out in 2013.
Activities to Date:
2014 Thermal Upgrades site starts
REGENERATION
AREA
PILOT THERMAL
UPGRADE

SITE NAME AND LOCATION

CONTRACT NO.

Pilot project in 4 regeneration
areas in 7 contracts

PILOT

TOTAL COMPLETED
2014

NO. OF
UNITS
49

COMMENT
Substantial Completion
from early 2014 to mid
2014

49

2014: Thermal Upgrades site starts
REGENERATION
AREA

SITE NAME AND
LOCATION

BALLINACURRA
WESTON
BALLINACURRA
WESTON

Thermal Upgrade
Project
External Wall
Insulation and
Painting
Thermal Upgrade
Project
Thermal Upgrade
Project
Thermal Upgrade
Project
Thermal Upgrade
Project

ST.MARY’S PARK

SOUTHILL
MOYROSS
TOTAL SITE STARTS
2014

CONTRACT NO. OF
NO.
UNITS
2014
1
24
1a

52

2A

10

2B

15

3

25

4

22
96 + 52
pumped
insulation
only
(Contract
1A)

COMMENCED ON
SITE

EXPECTED
COMPLETION DATE:

Commenced on site
August 2014
Commenced on site
November 2014

February 2015

Commenced on site
November 2014
Commenced on site
November 2014
Commenced on site
September 2014
Commenced on site
October 2014

March 2015

March 2015

February 2015
January 2015
March 2015

2015: Thermal Upgrades site starts
REGENERATION
AREA

SITE NAME AND
LOCATION

CONTACT
NO.

BALLINACURRA
WESTON
ST. MARY’S PARK

Thermal
Project
Thermal
Project
Thermal
Project
Thermal
Project
Thermal
Project
Thermal
Project

Upgrade

5

Upgrade

6

20

Upgrade

8

42

Upgrade

9

28

Upgrade

10

20

Upgrade

11

31

Thermal Upgrade
Project
Internal upgrade
only
Thermal Upgrade
Project
Thermal Upgrade
Project

13

33

101

52

102

32

103

50

Thermal Upgrade
Project
Thermal Upgrade
Project

104

50

105

17

Thermal Upgrade
Project

106

30

MOYROSS
SOUTHILL
MOYROSS
MOYROSS

SOUTHILL
BALLINACURRA
WESTON
ST. MARY’S PARK
SOUTHILL

MOYROSS
BALLINACURRA
WESTON
ST.MARY’S PARK

TOTAL SITE
STARTS 2015

NO. OF
UNITS
2015
25

430 + 52
part
thermal
upgrade
works
(Contract
1A)

COMMENCED ON
SITE

EXPECTED
COMPLETION DATE:

Due to commence
on February 2015
Due to commence
on February 2015
Due to commence
on February 2015
Due to commence
on May 2015
Due to commence
on May 2015
Due to commence
on June 2015

May 2015

Due to commence
on July 2015
Due to commence
on July 2015
Due to commence
on August 2015
Due to commence
on September
2015
Due to commence
on October 2015
Due to commence
on November
2015
Due to commence
on December
2015

September 2015

May 2015
May 2015
July 2015
July 2015
August 2015

September 2015
October 2015
November 2015

December 2015
January 2016

February 2016

Southill: Lawn Way Thermal Upgrade Programme

Comment on Progress:
In 2014, 49 thermal upgrades area-wide were completed. Furthermore, there were 96 thermal
upgrade site starts in the four regeneration areas. In addition, 52 site starts (Contract 1A) for
pumped insulation only in Ballinacurra Weston commenced in 2014.
In 2015, there are 430 thermal upgrade site starts planned, some of which are already underway.
An additional 52 site starts (Contract 101) for internal upgrades only in Ballinacurra Weston are due
commence in 2015.
In summary, the area-wide refurbishment project which seeks the upgrade of approximately 1500
units over a 5-year period is on-target with approximately 39% (580 units) of the overall units
having commenced by December 2015.
Recommendations for Future Monitoring:
This indicator will be examined further as part of the evaluation study to commence in 2016, in
relation to linkages to other themes. It is anticipated that continued investment in the thermal
upgrade programme will prove to have very significant benefits for residents’ sense of wellbeing.
The impacts of the energy rating involve the collection of base-line data on social indicators as well
as monitoring other significant changes, which may affect residents’ wellbeing such as employment
levels or crime levels.

This indicator is linked to 3.30 above. By December 2015 approximately 531 units across the four
regeneration areas will be complete and thermally upgraded to a BER rating of C1.

Policy Background:
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.5 Deliver a Wide Choice of High Quality Homes
b) Addressing Current and Future Need

LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives

All Regeneration Areas
9. Provide replacement housing to respond to the existing housing need in terms of the
type and size of replacement housing in order to sustain a mixed community;
10. Consider the existing housing need (replacement housing need due to proposed
demolitions, need arising due to those in overcrowded conditions and those approved for
housing on the Housing Waiting List) in determining the type and size of replacement
and additional housing provision in order to sustain a mixed and sustainable
neighbourhood;
11. Consider the future housing need required over the regeneration programme in
relation to overcrowding, emerging household types and elderly housing. It is prudent to
plan for a net gain in replacement homes which will act as a sufficient buffer over the
lifetime of the regeneration project.
Appendix 1: Baseline Conditions and Analysis
1.7.4 Household Structure
1.7.5.2 Future Household Need

Housing Strategy
2014 (October)

2.0 Housing Strategy
3.0 Updated Housing Strategy 2014
4.0 Future Development Sites

The delivery of specialized units to meet existing and future demographics as outlined below relate
to schemes that have advanced to planning application stage/approaching planning application
stage. The overall number of units for replacement housing are defined in the adopted LRFIP
(February 2014) and the subsequent Housing Strategy 2014 (October 2014). Within the figures
required overall for each of the regeneration areas, existing need is considered as well as future
need. Future need is referred to as a net gain (buffer) to accommodate, in part, those who were
displaced out of the regeneration areas and who wish to return as well as future household
formations.
There are schemes that are currently at design development stage which have not been included as
the unit mix has not yet been finalised. The unit mix provided below, nonetheless, provides a
picture of the current status and will be monitored in line with existing need and the unit type
demand arising and recalibrated where necessary to match household types as they emerge.

Baseline:
The following tables are summarised from the adopted LRFIP and the unit mix ratio is based on
detailed census data collected in 2011.
Regeneration Area
MOYROSS

ST.MARY’S PARK AND
KING’S ISLAND
SOUTHILL

BALLINACURRA
WESTON

Required mix based on existing
family sizes (refer to page 333
of LRFIP)
Required mix based on existing
family sizes (refer to page 333
of LRFIP)
Required mix based on existing
family sizes (refer to page 333
of LRFIP)
Required mix based on existing
family sizes (refer to page 333
of LRFIP)

1 person

2/3 person

4/5 person

6 person

26%

50%

18%

6%

26%

44%

20%

10%

21%

50%

22%

7%

29%

46%

19%

6%

Activities to Date
Regeneration Area

MOYROSS

ST.MARY’S PARK
AND KING’S ISLAND

Site Name and Location

Required mix based
on existing family
sizes (refer to page
333 of LRFIP)
Cliona Park Phase 1
Cliona Park gap site
Cliona Park Phase 2
50 units at Cosgrave
Park
45a and 46a Cliona
Park
Current Position as at
January 2015
(number of units)
Comment

Required mix based
on existing family
sizes (refer to page
333 of LRFIP)
Sheep Street
Gaol Lane
Gaol Lane Refurb
Orchard Site*
Current Position as at
January 2015
(number of units)
Comment

1 bed

2 bed

3 bed

4 bed

1 person
26%

2/3 person
50%

4/5 person
18%

6 person
6%

9
1
1
13

12
1
5
16

13
4
20

1

2
24 (25%)

36 (36%)

37 (38%)

1 (1%)

Objective
on-target

Objective
under-target

Objective
over-target

Objective
under -target

26%

44%

20%

10%

5
1

10
10 (26%)

3
1
3
16
23 (59%)

6 (15%)

0

Meeting
Objective

Objective
over-target

Objective
on-target

Objective
under-target

98

39

SOUTHILL

Required mix based
on existing family
sizes (refer to page
333 of LRFIP)
Colivet*
Churchfield
Current Position as at
January 2015
(number of units)
Comment

29%

46%

19%

6%

13
8
21 (18%)

22
17
39 (34%)

0
51
51(44%)

0
4
4 (4%)

Objective
under-target

Objective
under-target

Objective
over-target

Objective ontarget

*Specialist units for older persons

Comment on Progress:
Each scheme proposed in terms of its unit mix is assessed against a combination of local knowledge
on existing and emerging need and existing housing need profiles as set out in the CSO small area
population statistics data in the LRFIP. Table 1.22 of the LRFIP highlights that the vast majority of
existing need arising from the population and household formation estimates would be for smaller
dwelling types (one-bed/two-person houses/apartments). Furthermore, in terms of emerging
household formations cognisance should be given to the need from elderly households, whose
housing requirements may range from standard dwellings but more than likely housing options more
typically associated with elderly sheltered housing schemes (1-2 bed houses/ apartments). This will
be tracked regularly to ensure the best match for the units provided at a given time.
In Southill and Moyross, based on the CSO data, there appears to be an overprovision of 3 bed units
at present. However this will be recalibrated with new housing schemes that have not had a unit
mix determined as yet and also to match local requirements as they emerge. Similarly, in St. Mary’s
Park, there is an over provision of 2 bed units. This again will be recalibrated, if required, with new
housing schemes as they advance to design development stage.
Recommendations for Future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future in the tracking of this indicator is to acquire the relevant data
on a quarterly basis as part of emerging replacement housing schemes as they approach planning
permission application stage. Unit mix ratios in the regeneration areas will be revisited as part of
the forthcoming Census in 2016. This data will be used to recalibrate unit mix provision, if
required, and also interrogated as part of the overall evaluation study in relation to linkages to
other themes.

This data relates to residential voids brought back into use. For the purposes of this indicator, data
in relation to residential long term voids (vacant in excess of 6 months) are assessed and is closely
linked to Indicator 3.28. In line with Government guidance, there is a strong argument for the reuse of existing building stock and refurbishing, where appropriate, as opposed to the demolition
and rebuild in the regeneration areas.
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Policy Background (underlined emphasis our own):
LRFIP Vision
Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective

LRFIP AreaSpecific
Objectives

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages enjoy a
good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their place. Wellserviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected and fully
integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.1 Build a Strong Competitive Economy
b) Maximising the Use of Existing Assets
2.3.5 Deliver a Wide Choice of High
Quality Homes
c) Bring Houses Out of Dereliction
All areas
2.4.5.2 Refurbishment Strategy
2.5.5 Refurbishment Strategy
2.6.5 Refurbishment Strategy
2.7.5 Refurbishment Strategy

Baseline:
No data was recorded prior to 2014.
Activities to Date:
MOYROSS
ST.MARY’S PARK AND KING’S
ISLAND

BALLINACURRA WESTON

SOUTHILL

CITY-WIDE PROJECTS
TOTAL

RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS
Moyross Long term voids
8-10 Gaol Lane

10
3

Completed 2014
Commence2015

St. Mary’s Park long term voids
St. Mary’s Park long term voids

11
6

Hyde Road long term voids
1-3 Weston Gardens

2
3

BCW Lots 1 and 2
Southill long term voids (Maigue
Way, Vale Avenue)
Southill long term voids (Lilac Court,
Galtee Drive, Roase Court)
Waller’s Well

12
4

Completed 2014
At Construction Stage
Q1 2015
Completed 2014
Due for Completion
Q1 2015
Site Start Q1 2015
Completed 2014

4
10

At Construction Stage
Q1 2015
Due for Completion
Q1 2015

65

Comment on Progress:
In line with the recent Social Housing Strategy 2020 and the recent DoECLG Circular 02/2015, there
is a pro-active approach to return vacant social housing units to productive use in 2015. There are a
number of factors that lead to a property becoming a long term void in the regeneration areas
(emigration, abandonment, eviction, etc). A further complication of long term voids relates to
those that are in private ownership and cannot be re-allocated in a timely manner by LCCC. Despite
these complications, LCCC are actively triaging Long Term Voids within their control in the
regeneration areas, organising refurbishment contracts and in parallel alerting the allocations
teams of an estimated date of completion to ensure a timely handover of properties to prospective
tenants.

A total of 65 long term voids have been identified over the 12 months for full refurbishment. 27 of
these have been completed (as at February 2015).
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future tracking of this indicator is to acquire the data on a halfyearly basis.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Office of Regeneration internal databases;
 LCCC I-House housing database;
 Adopted Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan.

Ballinacurra Weston: Refurbishment of a long term void

Ballinacurra Weston: Refurbishment of long term voids

Southill: Maigue Way, Refurbishment of long term voids

Policy Background (underlined emphasis our own):
LRFIP Vision Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective
LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives
Design and Public Realm
Code

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages
enjoy a good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their
place. Well-serviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected
and fully integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.9 Conserve and Enhance the Natural Environment
All areas
Open Space and Public Realm Strategy
6.0 Public Open Spaces

Baseline:
Activities to Date:
PROJECT
St. Marys Park
Remediation

DESCRIPTION
Excavation, segregating and sorting of waste material and retaining
of fill on site to an area of approximately 15000m2

Kings Island Flood
Relief Scheme

Major improvements to the existing flood defences which includes St.
Mary’s Park

STATUS
Contract signing
stage
Start on site
March 2015
Project Brief in
preparation

Comment on Progress:
Considerable investment to areas of high landscape value by the River Shannon and Abbey River
are in progress. There is a close inter-relationship between landscape quality and the value of
habitats. Areas of high landscape value by the river Shannon and Abbey river can also support many
habitats and species of biodiversity value and as such significant investment has been earmarked to
protect this natural asset.
The progression of the St. Mary’s Park remediation Project to the rear of the right hand side of St.
Munchin’s Street will not only eliminate the historical landfill but will remediate approximately
15,000m2 of contaminated land. Furthermore, once remediated, the strip of housing at St.
Munchin’s Street will be demolished and developed as a buffer area to the existing wet meadow
incorporating a north-south pedestrian/cycle link, native grassland and tree groups as proposed in
the Design and Public Realm Code, prepared by the Office of Regeneration.
The progression of a flood defence (at project brief development stage) scheme at St. Mary’s Park
will aim to mitigate flood risk whilst also minimising risk to human beings, the existing community,
social amenity, environment and the high value landscape character of the area.
Furthermore, the delivery of 20 housing units on infill sites within St. Mary’s Park (within Flood
Zone C) will further protect these areas of high landscape value, by consolidating residential
development within existing brownfield sites.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future tracking of this indicator is to acquire the data on a halfyearly basis.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Office of Regeneration internal databases;
 Adopted Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan;
 LRFIP: SEA Statement;
 LRFIP: Final Natura Impact Report.

St. Mary’s Park: Remediation project

Key objectives of this indicator include:
• Protecting and enhancing environmentally designated landscapes minimising impacts on
biodiversity and providing net gains in biodiversity where possible. This objective is achieved by
carrying out an appropriate assessment screening of Part 8 planning application projects, a full list
of which is detailed below.
• Remediating, mitigating and monitoring contaminated and unstable land, where appropriate. The
remediation of the historic landfill to the east of St. Munchin’s Street in St. Mary’s Park is due to
commence in March 2015. The works will involve the excavation, segregating and sorting of waste
material and retaining of fill on site which is deemed the most environmentally friendly option.
Policy Background (underlined emphasis our own):
LRFIP Vision Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective
LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives
Design and Public Realm
Code

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages
enjoy a good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their
place. Well-serviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected
and fully integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.9 Conserve and Enhance the Natural Environment
All areas
Open Space and Public Realm Strategy
6.0 Public Open Spaces

Baseline
Regeneration
Area

Site Name and Location

MOYROSS

Cliona Park Phase 1

No. of
Units

AA
Screening
carried out

Result

✓

No significant effects are likely
to arise

No. of
Units

AA
Screening
carried out

Result

New-Build
Cliona Park gap site

2

✓

Cliona Park Phase 2

10

✓

50 units at Cosgrave Park

50

✓

No significant effects are likely
to arise
No significant effects are likely
to arise
No significant effects are likely
to arise

New-Build
34

Activities to Date
Regeneration
Area

MOYROSS

Site Name and Location

Regeneration
Area

Site Name and Location

ST. MARY’S
PARK AND
KING’S ISLAND

Sheep Street

No. of
Units
New-Build
8

<35 units

Comment

✓

No significant effects are likely
to arise

SOUTHILL

CITY-WIDE

Orchard site

26

✓

Gaol Lane

2

✓

New-Build
35

✓

Churchfield

80

✓

Vizes Court Phase 2

29

✓

Lord Edward Street

83

✓

Colivet Court

No significant effects are likely
to arise
No significant effects are likely
to arise

No significant
to arise
No significant
to arise
No significant
to arise
No significant
to arise

effects are likely
effects are likely
effects are likely
effects are likely

Comment on Progress:
Appropriate Assessment screening statements are produced for all Part 8 planning application
schemes. No schemes proposed to date have resulted in adverse effects on designated sites.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future tracking of this indicator is to acquire the data on a halfyearly basis.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Office of Regeneration internal databases;
 Adopted Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan;
 LRFIP: SEA Statement;
 LRFIP: Final Natura Impact Report.

An emphasis is placed on an increased level of native and seed/fruit species in an effort to increase
the biodiversity and landscape value of the regeneration area. Those species that are native and
fruit/seed are highlighted in bold italic in the table as part of Indicator 3.37.

LRFIP Vision Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective
LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives
Design and Public Realm
Code

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages
enjoy a good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their
place. Well-serviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected
and fully integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.9 Conserve and Enhance the Natural Environment
All areas
Open Space and Public Realm Strategy
6.0 Public Open Spaces
6.1 General Objectives
SUDS Measures
Biodiversity Measures
Planting

This indicator should be read in conjunction with indicator 3.36 above. All schemes as part of the
planning application process are required to submit a landscaping plan. Opportunities to
incorporate biodiversity in and around developments are encouraged in the planning application
schemes to provide a net gain to biodiversity. These generally comprise:
 Native species broadleaf and evergreen species to provide biodiversity, support for wildlife
and screening as they mature;
 Ornamental perennial planting to comprise ornamental grasses & flowering perennials to
soften the visual impact of the development and increase biodiversity.
The following schemes were also undertaken to improve the biodiversity of the landscape resource
within the regeneration areas:
o Native and ornamental bulb planting proposed for planning application schemes
granted;
o Trees planted as part of planning application schemes to create new hedgerows and
improve diversity within existing woodlands;
o Invasive species control at various underutilised sites (Orchard site, Bridge Street
etc.)
o Scrub thinning (Ballinacurra Weston, Galvone Industrial Estate).

Part 8 Planning Application Schemes:
REGENERATION
AREA
MOYROSS

SITE NAME
AND
LOCATION
Cosgrave Park
Scheme
Cliona Park
Phase 2

ST MARY’S PARK
AND KING’S
ISLAND

Garden of
Sporting
Greats

St. Marys Park
Remediation

CITY-WIDE

Lord Edward
Street

KEY LANDSCAPE AND PLANTING FEATURES TO
INCREASE BIODIVERSITY

STATUS

Groundcover, proposed trees and shrub planting
identified on planning drawings. Species to be
determined post planning approval
Proposed Trees - Carpinus Betulus (Hornbeam)
Proposed Low Hedging - Photina Red Robin

Planning
Application
submitted
Planning
Application
submitted
Planning
permission
secured


Crocus

Perennials

Ornamental grasses

Fortunes spindle

Purple barberry

Cherry laurel

Catmint
Excavation, segregating and sorting of waste material
and retaining of fill on site

Semi Mature trees

Small leaved lime Tilia cordata

Weeping hornbeam Carpinus betulus

Maple Acer campestre

Hazel corylus columna
Extra Heavy Standard Trees

Norway maple Acer platanoides
Standard Trees

Smowy mespilus Amelanchier lamarckii

Malus domestica Red Delicious

Contract
signing stage
Start on site
March 2015
Granted

Hedging

Beech Fagus sylvatica

laurel Prunus lusitanica
BALLINACURRA
WESTON

SOUTHILL

New
pedestrian
connection to
our Lady of
Lourdes
Church and
landscaping
works
(weeding,
grass seeding
and painting
of boundary
walls)
Churchfield
scheme



Meadowgrass planted in brownfield sites where
houses once stood, where ground was
particularly poor

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Colivet Court









(Crab Apple) Tilia cordata
'Greenspire' (Lime)
Malus tschonoskii (Crab Apple)
Acer rubrum 'Armstrong' (Red Maple)
Betula pubescens (Downy Birch)
Chanticleer' (Ornamental Pear)
Liquidambar styraciflua 'Worplesdon'
(Sweet-gum)
Alnus glutinosa (Common Alder)
Corylus colurna (Turkish Hazel)
(Acer campestre 'Elsrijk' (Field Maple)
Acer platanoides 'Columnare' (Norway
Maple)

Betula utilis 'Jaquemontii' or Himalayan
birch
Fagus sylvatica or Beech tree
Robinia pseudoacacia Frisia or Golden
Acacia tree
Prunus Shirotae or White Cherry Blossom
Lavender and rosemary mix
Hellebore and fern mix
Green beech hedge, Fagus sylvatica

Note: Those species that are either native or fruit/seed are highlighted above in bold italic

Complete Q4
2014

At planning
application
stage

Other Projects underway:
Environmental
Improvements works to
the Galvone Industrial
Estate
Tait House Masterplan
Feasibility Study prepared
for an Urban Farm in
Southill immediately
adjacent to Tait House



30,000 m2 of scrub thinning, species control
and meadowflower planting to improve
biodiversity in Galvone Industrial Estate



3500m2 of area has been planned for allotmentsenhancing existing habitats and creating new
habitats to improve biodiversity
future expansion for urban farm extending to an
area of 9000m2



Tender
documentation
plans in
preparation
Masterplan in
preparation

Comment on Progress:
Progress has been made over the past year in increasing biodiversity levels as part of landscape
plans for replacement housing schemes and also area specific environmental improvement schemes.
The Design and Public Realm Code Checklist will ensure that the public realm and built form does
not compromise the environmental amenity of the regeneration areas.
Recommendation for future Monitoring:
A key recommendation for the future tracking of this indicator is to acquire the data on a halfyearly basis.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Office of Regeneration internal databases;
 Adopted Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan;
 LRFIP: SEA Statement;
 LRFIP: Final Natura Impact Report;
 Design and Public Realm Code.

Policy Background:
LRFIP Vision Statement

LRFIP Strategic
Objective
LRFIP Area-Specific
Objectives
Design and Public Realm
Code

“Safe and sustainable communities of opportunity where people of all ages
enjoy a good quality-of life, a decent home and a sense of pride about their
place. Well-serviced and attractive neighbourhoods will be physically connected
and fully integrated with the social, economic and cultural life of Limerick."
Physical Framework Plan
2.3.9 Conserve and Enhance the Natural Environment
All areas
Open Space and Public Realm Strategy
6.0 Public Open Spaces
6.1 General Objectives
SUDS Measures
Biodiversity Measures
Planting

Baseline:
Within the regeneration areas, the following protected structures, as catalogued in the Limerick
City Development Plan 2010-2016, are as follows:
Regeneration Area
MOYROSS
ST.MARY’S PARK AND KING’S
ISLAND

Scheme
Castle Park
None located within St. Mary’s Park estate.

BALLINACURRA WESTON
SOUTHILL

No protected structures located in the area
Tait House (formally known as Southill House)

CITY-WIDE

Lord Edward St, Opera Centre, Cleeves
Golden Vale

Status
Unoccupied
However, the wider King’s
Island area contains
approximately 30
protected structures
concentrated at Island
Road and Nicholas Street.
Occupied. Turner Vinery
located on site requires
refurbishment
Unoccupied/Partially
unoccupied

Activities to Date:
St. Mary’s Park an
King’s Island
St. Mary’s Park an
King’s Island

DASKIL
RSKIL

PLANS
Management Guidelines
Management Guidelines

Final Draft
Completed 2014
Study Underway

PROJECTS
Area

Project

Nature of works

Status

City Centre

Opera Centre

Stabilisation works

Complete 2013

7-8 Ellen Street

Stabilisation works

City Centre

Cleeves
Lord Edward
Street

Preparation of a Brief
Scheme incorporates former Factory
Buildings

Southill
St. Mary’s Park and
King’s Island
St. Mary’s Park and
King’s Island

Turner Vinery
Fireplace site

St. Mary’s Park and
King’s Island

Gaol Lane

Preparation of a Capital Appraisal
Analysis/remedial works underway
to prepare a design brief
Approaching Part 8 Planning
Application (incorporating the city
wall)
Approaching Part 8 Planning
Application (incorporating Gaol wall)

Proposal for funding
to the DoECLG Q1
2015
Underway Q1 2015
Revised Part 8
granted. Enabling
works underway Q1
2015. Main contract
due to commence in
May 2015.
Underway Q1 2015
Underway Q1 2015

Orchard Site

Site Start 2016

Site Start 2016

Comment on Progress:
It should be noted that LCCC and the Office of Regeneration is managing all its heritage assets
whether statutorily protected or not. The Office of Regeneration recognises that sensitive re-use
and adaption of buildings of architectural heritage, particularly within King’s Island, will yield
considerable aesthetic, environmental and economic benefits for the benefit of the wider city. The
list above documents progress over the past year in relation to the development of management

plans and projects ensuring protection of the City’s heritage of special historic, archaeological,
architectural or artistic interest.
Data Sources:
The data contained within the monitor is based upon the following sources:
 Adopted Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan;
 Limerick City Development Plan 2010-2016.

This Monitoring Report covers a period
(2014/2015) of significant change. At a local
level it saw the adoption of the Limerick
Regeneration Framework Implementation
Plan (LRFIP) in February 2014 by the elected
members of Limerick City Council and the
introduction of a new Implementation and
Delivery Plan, of which this Monitoring Report
forms an important part. At national level, it
saw the Government drive a national housing
programme to secure “good quality housing
suited to their needs at an affordable price in
a sustainable community1”as part of the
Social Housing Strategy (November 2014).
This report provides an update of the
regeneration programme for 2014/2015 and
focuses on objectives relating to the theme of
‘Housing and the Physical Environment’.
However, it should be noted that the success
of this theme cannot be fully understood until
an overall evaluation of the social and
economic objectives are measured, which is
due commence in 2016.
It is at times of change and challenge that
the importance of robust, evidence-based
and effectively monitored objectives is
required. This is vital if the progress shown
across many of the indicators in this report is
to be sustained, and even more so if the
areas where further work is needed are to be
addressed.
The success of the Limerick Regeneration
programme is dependent on continued
support and commitment and the need to
ensure that that the public investment made
to date is protected and supplemented and in
time enhanced by private investment. The
vision to create safe and sustainable
communities is evidently now achievable but
needs ongoing support.
1

Social Housing Strategy 2020: Support Supply, Reform

